
Litany of Penitence:              The Book of Common Prayer
Most holy and merciful Father:
We confess to you and to one another,
And to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth,
That we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed;
By what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, Lord.

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, Lord.

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: 
The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, 
And our exploitation of other people,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our anger at our own frustration, 
And our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, 
And our dishonesty in daily life and work,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, 
And our failure to commend the faith that is in us,
We confess to you, Lord.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done:
For our blindness to human need and suffering, 
And our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
Accept our repentance, Lord.

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
And for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,
Accept our repentance, Lord.

For our waste and pollution of your creation, 
And our lack of concern for those who come after us,
Accept our repentance, Lord.

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection

Keep silence for a time

Opening Words                             Joel 2.12-14
Leader:    “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “Return to me with all your heart,
     With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
       And rend your hearts and not your garments.”

People:  Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
     Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
     And he relents over disaster.
  
Leader:    Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
     And leave a blessing behind him,
     A grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God?

Hymn of Entrance:                                  Come Ye Sinners
Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus, ready, stands to save you,
Full of pity, joined with power. 
He is able, He is able; 
He is willing; doubt no more.

Come ye needy, come, and welcome,
God’s free bounty glorify; 
True belief and true repentance,
Every grace that brings you nigh. 
Without money, without money
Come to Jesus Christ and buy.

Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Bruised and broken by the fall; 
If you tarry ‘til you’re better,
You will never come at all. 
Not the righteous, not the righteous;
Sinners Jesus came to call.

Let not conscience make you linger,
 Nor of fitness fondly dream; 
All the fitness He requires
Is to feel your need of Him. 
This He gives you, this He gives you,
‘Tis the Spirit’s rising beam.

Lo! The Incarnate God, ascended; 
Pleads the merit of His blood. 
Venture on Him; venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude. 
None but Jesus, none but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.

SERVICE OF REPENTANCE
Assurance of Pardon:     God Be Merciful to Me
God, be merciful to me; / On Thy grace I rest my plea 
Plenteous in compassion Thou, / Blot out my transgressions now; 
Wash me, make me pure within; / Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.

My transgressions I confess; / Grief and guilt my soul oppress. 
I have sinned against Thy grace, / And provoked Thee to Thy face. 
I confess Thy judgement just; / Speechless, I Thy mercy trust.

I am evil, born in sin; / Thou desirest truth within. 
Thou alone my Savior art, / Teach Thy wisdom to my heart; 
Make me pure, Thy grace bestow, / Wash me whiter than the snow.

Broken, humbled to the dust / By Thy wrath and judgment just, 
Let my contrite heart rejoice, / And in gladness hear Thy voice; 
From my sins O hide Thy face, / Blot them out in boundless grace.

Gracious God, my heart renew, / Make my spirit right and true. 
Cast me not away from Thee, / Let Thy Spirit dwell in me; 
Thy salvation’s joy impart, / Steadfast make my willing heart.

Sinners then shall learn from me, / And return, O God, to Thee 
Savior all my guilt remove, / And my tongue shall sing Thy love 
Touch my silent lips, O Lord, / And my mouth shall praise accord

Meditation:                                     Luke 18.9-14

Hymn of Response: There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood
There is fountain filled with blood / Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood / Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see / That fountain in his day; 
And there may I, though vile as he, / Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood / Shall never lose its power 
‘Til all the ransomed church of God / Be saved to sin no more.

E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream / Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, / And shall be ‘til I die.

When this poor lisping, stammering tongue / Lies silent in the grave, 
Then in a nobler, sweeter song, / I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save.

Benediction:                               2 Corinthians 13.14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I 
despise myself and repent in dust and ashes. - Job 42:5-6

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according 
to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all 
my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. - Psalm 51:1-2

He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniq-
uities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 
wounds we are healed. - Isaiah 53:5

      Dear heavenly Father, on this Ash Wednesday, accepting my mor-
tality, and acknowledging my need, has never been easier, more life-giv-
ing, and freeing. For you resist the proud and give grace to the humble, 
and I relish, and want, all the grace you freely give us in Jesus. I gladly 
humble myself today.

 It was “according to your unfailing love” and “great compassion,” 
that you completely blotted out my transgressions, for I have no other 
appeal or hope. Now I trust only, and fully, in the finished work of Je-
sus for the “washing and cleansing” from all my sins. I have peace with 
you, only because Jesus took the punishment I deserve.

 Father, during the entire season of Lent, intensify my awe of Je-
sus’ cross, that I might genuinely repent of the ways I continue to un-
der-believe the gospel, run to broken cisterns, and love poorly.

 It’s only because of my standing in Christ, that I can fall on my 
face before you—deeply convicted of my sin, but without the burden of 
my guilt. It’s only because you’ve declared me righteous in your sight, 
that I declare myself needful of your grace—to change me, heal me, and 
free me.

 It’s only because I’m certain you’ll complete the work you began 
in us, that I gladly submit to the present work of your Spirit in me. O, for 
the Day when we’ll be as lovely and as loving as Jesus. Hasten that Day, 
Lord; hasten that Day. Until then, make me more humble, grateful, and 
generous. So very Amen, I pray, in Jesus’ trustworthy and worship-wor-
thy name.
                      
 -Scotty Smith

PRAYERS FOR THE LENTEN SEASON

As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. But 
days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and 
then they will fast in that day.” - Mark 2:19-20

 Lord Jesus, on the church calendar, it’s Ash Wednesday—the 
beginning of the season of Lent. For the next forty days we have the 
privilege of surveying your cross, lamenting our sin, and resting in your 
righteousness.

 May we come more fully alive to the depth of our need and the 
overwhelming provision of your grace. Convince us again that we are 
much more beloved than broken. As big of a mess we are, your mercies 
are exponentially greater.

 Indeed, we don’t want an ordinary Lenten season, Jesus. Aston-
ish us with your kindness, for your kindness leads us to repentance. It’s 
all about you, Lord Jesus. It is all about what you’ve done for us, not 
what we promise to do for you. It’s not about us beating ourselves up; it’s 
about us lifting you up.

 You are the perfect Bridegroom who died to make us your cher-
ished bride. The work has been done, the dowry has been paid in full, 
and the wedding dress of your righteousness is ours. The invitations 
have been sent out and the date has been set. Hallelujah!

 Over these next forty days give us an insatiable hunger for your-
self, Lord. Reveal new dimensions of your love and intensify our longing 
for the Day of consummate joy—the wedding feast of the Lamb. Convict 
us of our many sins as you convince us more fully of the incomparable 
riches of the gospel.

 In light of your longed-for return, we choose to deny ourselves 
(fast) certain pleasures for this brief season; but we’re not looking to get 
one thing from you, Jesus—just more of you. Fill our hearts with your 
beauty and bounty. So very Amen we pray, in your holy and loving name.
                 
 - Scotty Smith


