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A Message from
M.R. Hamilton

S E N I O R  P A S T O R ,  L B C

     We have all heard it said that, “April showers bring the May flowers” but have you ever considered 
where that saying came from? How about, “Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth” or “it’s always darkest 
before the dawn”? These sayings came to be as a polite way in which we can remind people that our 
attitude could be greatly improved by a simple adjustment in our perspective. When we look at the good 
that can come from anything that in the moment seems difficult or troubling, that fresh perspective can 
make the journey through it a great deal easier. Let’s face the facts, it rains a lot in April and because of 
that many people don’t enjoy April as much as some other months.  April after all is a great month to 
get out on the water and do some fishing but only if it isn’t raining. How many fisherman who complain 
about the rain ever stop to realize that without the rains they wouldn’t have any fishing. Fish  need 
water, and to have water we need rain, so April showers really are a very good thing for those of us who 
like to fish. 
   Now where am I going with all this talk about stormy weather? Well you see, the Bible teaches us in 
Romans chapter 1 that creation speaks volumes about their Creator and His nature. The Bible teaches 
us that we can get to know God better by making an effort to better understand creation. You see 
God created the seasons for a reason. April showers have a purpose in God’s plan to help us better 
understand Him.  Those April showers are all part of His plan to bring about a blessing. You see April 
showers are messy and can be very destructive, but God has the ability to bring forth fresh growth 
and abundant life from those very showers and He does just that. Without the rain the potential for 
all that abundance is lost. God works that way in creation so we can see it and understand it is in His 
nature to do the very same things in our lives. All things are working together for the good even if we 
can’t see or understand it at the time. As I look back on my own life I have had several stormy seasons 
come and go and God really did make them turn out for my good.  The new spiritual growth that came 
from those storms would have never came to be without the storm. I guess we would all benefit from a 
better understanding of the place in God’s plan for stormy weather. If you find yourself stuck in stormy 
weather I hope you will plan to attend the studies here on Monday nights lead by Dean Knipe as he 
helps us all through the storms of life. After all who doesn’t enjoy the May flowers that come from all 
that rain.

 

April 10th, 2019 

 

  5:00 - 8:00pm 



  When you read this issue of Connections, I will be in the first few days of a preaching and 
teaching mission in Southeast Asia that will take me to Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Malaysia. On Good Friday and Easter Sunday, I will preach the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus in Thailand, a country held in the grips of superstitious 
idolatry. A major sight at the departure terminal of Bangkok’s airport is one of the largest 
and most grotesque idols imaginable. However, the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ is 
penetrating this darkness, and multitudes of people, particularly the youth, are turning from 
idols to serve the living and true God. 
  I greatly look forward to preaching the truth concerning Jesus at this particular time and place, 
because He is “declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 1:4). Why didn’t God use creation as a demonstration 
of His power? Wouldn’t the creative power that formed the universe be an even greater power 
than resurrection power? No, because there was no opposing force in creation. When God 
decided to create, He just spoke the planets and the stars into existence, without any opposition 
from the enemy. But at the cross the devil did his worst. In the resurrection God did His best. 
And the Bible tells us that the same power that that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in us 
(Eph. 1:19-20). Whatever the devil can do when he has done his worst in your life, remember 
that God has resurrection power. Just as He raised Jesus out of the grips of Satan and freed Him 
from the bonds of death, He is able to liberate you from the worst the devil can do in your life.
  Most of us have known grief at the death of a loved one. Grief is a reality, and the Bible doesn’t 
tell us not to grieve. But it does tell us not to grieve as people who don’t know Christ, because 
they have no hope. The resurrection of Jesus assures us that death does not have dominion, and 
it is God’s pledge to us of our own resurrection. Christ has taken the sting out of sin. He has 
taken the gloom out of the grave. He has taken the dread out of death, and He has given us a 
hope that is steadfast and sure.
  There is an ancient fable about a spider and a lion. The spider was envious of the lion and 
hated him as he paraded around the jungle as the king of the beasts. One day the spider saw 
the lion go into a cave to take a nap. Here was his opportunity to imprison the lion. So while 
the lion was asleep, the spider began to work furiously, spinning across the mouth of the cave 
the thickest and strongest web he had ever spun. When he finished, he was certain that the lion 
was now his prisoner and his slave. Soon, however, the lion awoke from his nap, stretched and 
yawned contentedly, shook the dust from his mane, and then let out a mighty roar that echoed 
throughout the jungle. Then he walked out of the cave without even noticing that the spider’s 
web was there.
  Satan wove a web of hate and unbelief across the tomb of Jesus, but the Lion of Judah rose 
victoriously from the dead, completely unrestrained by the devil’s flimsy web. Jesus is alive, 
and He lives in my heart!

A Message from
Dr. Jerry Horner

M I N I S T E R  O F  D I S C I P L E S H I P  &  O U T R E A C H



A Message from 
Andrew Spires           

S T U D E N T S  &  S I N G L E S , L B C

Do you have a hero? A person in your past who stepped in at just the right time and meant the 
world to you? Maybe it was a family member, or friend, a teacher, a coach, or spiritual leader? 
Someone that stood in the gap and helped you become the person you are today? I bet many of 
us do! Our culture is obsessed with the idea of super
heroes, people with powers beyond earthly limits. A reflection on the last 80+ years of Amer-
ican culture saw the creation of an entire comic book genre that told the stories of these super 
humans. This not only took root in America but around the world. People like to imagine 
what it would be like to have the ability to help others. Look at the immense success of the 
Marvel and DC movies, how people flock to theatres each time a new film is released. I bet 
many of your kids and grandkids have the action figures or have dressed up and pretended to 
be one of those superheroes? But let me ask you a more personal question; who are you men-
toring right now? Who are you investing in? Who looks at you as their hero, their spiritual 
mentor? Biblically
 speaking we should all have these people in our lives. We should be mentored, and also be a 
mentor. There is such value, worth, and wisdom in walking through life with someone who 
cares for the enrichment of your soul. Someone who has already walked that path, faced the 
struggle, and can testify to the greatness of our God. None of us are strong enough to stand 
alone, and this is one of the purposes of the Church, and should be its strength, as we help 
each other through the walk of life, and with Christ. I want to challenge each of you to seek 
accountability in a 
mentorship relationship with someone you respect as a spiritual leader. I also want to chal-
lenge you to be that for someone else! If you don’t know someone who needs to be mentored, 
come see me, I have dozens of students who desperately need it! As I said earlier, we all need 
it, don’t isolate, don’t build up walls. Isolation is one of the primary tools of the enemy. Take 
off the mask of everything’s okay, and get real with someone you trust. Grow together, iron 
sharpens iron. Jesus modeled this discipleship out for us as He invested in twelve men, that we 
call the Disciples. Almost all of those men, took what He said, modeled it out, invested in oth-
ers, and changed the world. They paid a heavy price for their commitment to Christ, but they 
counted it all joy even in death. After all, if Jesus did it, we should do it?
God bless,
drew 
John 3:30



A Message from
Gina Fusillo

C H I L D R E N , L B C



Lakewood Medley 

                    

In Memory of:
Margaret Maurer 

For Children’s Summer Camp from Gail Brantley
For Annie Armstrong from Virginia Kennedy Baptist Women

Doris Hummel for Budget from Greenon High School, Class of 1971

Melvin Scroggins for Amen Choir from Fidelity Brokerage Service, LLC
Clara Jean Watson

In Honor of: 
Judy McCarley for Window Replacement 

from Terry and Clara Grimes

                                   

For Missions 

Sponsored by JEG/BW 

April 17-23 in Back Lobby 
Daily Hours on Bulletin Board 



Lakewood Happenings
April 2019

10:30am
Amen Choir
6:00pm Grief
Share Class

6:30pm Alleluia
Choir

10:30am
VK/WMU
5:45pm AWANA 
resumes

6:30pm Women’s 
Bible Study @ The 
Hamilton’s

11:00am H H 
Ministry FTH 

Fundraiser Lunch
Fried Chicken

10:30am
Amen Choir
6:00pm Grief
Share Class
6:00pm Women’s
Min. Team Meet

6:30pm Alleluia
Choir

5:00-8:00pm
Spirit Night At 
Chick fil a for 
Merge Kids Camp
7:00pm Deacon 
Meeting

6:30pm Women’s 
Bible Study @ The 
Hamilton’s

5:30 Game Night 
7:00pm YA Bible 
Study

9:00am Youth 
Hiking trip 

Lord’s Supper
Palm Sunday
Egg Hunt 

10:30am
Amen Choir
6:00pm Grief
Share Class

6:30pm Alleluia
Choir
10:15am 
Senior Adult
Mystery Trip

7:00pm Finance 
Meeting

JEG/BW Book Fair
12pm-8pm

6:30pm Women’s 
Bible Study @ The 
Hamilton’s
JEG/BW Book Fair  
7am-6pm

Good Friday 
Office Closed

Easter
Church Conf. 

JEG/BW Book Fair
8:30-12:30

10:30am
Amen Choir
6:00pm Grief
Share Class
JEG/BW Book Fair
7-9am  3-6pm

6:30pm Alleluia 
Choir

JEG/BW Book Fair
7-9am   3-6pm

7:00pm CDC 
Meeting

6:30pm Women’s 
Bible Study @ The 
Hamilton’s
7:00pm Alabama 
Singing Men 
Concert
7:00pm JEG/BW

10:45am Y&SA 
FTH

VIP

10:30am Amen 
Choir
6:00pm Grief
Share Class

VIP

6:30pm Alleluia
Choir

VIP
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M O N T U E S W E D T H U R S F R I S A T

BUDGET CTB MISSIONS OTHER TOTAL

2/3 $15,382.93 $905.00 $837.75 $915.42 $17,413.35

2/10 $15,581.09 $445.00 $2,676.68 $3,936.70 $22,639.47

2/17 $16,205.80 $426.67 $4,197.03 $1,175.83 $22,005.33

2/24 $30,847.92 $245.00 $1,875.20 $4,288.71 $37,256.83

February Giving

6

26 27

28 29

ONGOING ACTIVITIES:
SUNDAY 
 9:00am  Contemporary Worship 
 9:15am        Kidz Worship
10:00am  Bible Fellowship
11:00am  Blended Worship
11:15am  Kidz Worship 
 6:00pm  Evening Worship
 6:00pm       Young Adult Bible Study/FAC
WEDNESDAY 
5:00pm  Family Night Supper
5:45pm        AWANA/FLYTE
6:00pm  Orchestra Rehearsal
 Adult Prayer & Bible Study
6:30pm        Youth Worship 
7:00pm  Praise Team Rehearsal 

30

9   10

51 2 3 4



 

Game Night

April 12th @ 5:30pm

Ham &  Turkey  
Sandwiches 
Chips & Dip 

Dessert

MINISTERIAL STAFF 

MR Hamilton
PA S TOR
BROT H E R M R@L B CP C .ORG

Charles Keown
M USIC & SE N IOR A DU LT S
C H A R L E S @L B CP C .ORG

Andrew Spires
S T U DE N T S & SI NGL E S
A N DR E W@L B CP C .ORG

Patrick Thornton  
FA M I LY L I F E M I N IS T R I E S 
PAT R IC K@L B CP C .ORG

Gina Fusillo
C H I L DR E N
GI NA@L B CP C .ORG

Jerry Horner
DIS C I PL E SH I P & OU T R E AC H
HOR N E RJ E R RY@L B CP C .ORG

OFFICE STAFF

Onezima Everritt
F I NA NC E A S SIS TA N T
ON E Z I M A@L B CP C .ORG

Carol Breault
OF F IC E A S SIS TA N T
C A ROL @L B CP C .ORG

Linda Keown 
M USIC A S SIS TA N T & M E DI A
L I N DA@L B CP C .ORG

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Cabbi Evans
DI R EC TOR
C A BBI@L B CP C .ORG

Tammy Stephens
A DM I N IS T R AT I V E A S S T.
TA M M Y@L B CP C .ORG

LAKEWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
4011 LAKEWOOD DRIVE
PHENIX CITY, ALABAMA 36867
O: 334.298.6433
F: 334.298.4873 
FAC: 334.298.6460
LBCPC.ORG
HOURS: M-TH 8:30AM-4:30PM
 FRI    8:30AM-12PM 

CONNECTIONS (USPS #463270) is a monthly publication by Lakewood 
Baptist Church. Periodicals paid at Phenix City, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send all address corrections to: Lakewood Baptist Church, 
4011 Lakewood Drive, Phenix City, Alabama 36867

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
O: 334.298.6461
LBCPC.ORG/CDC
HOURS: M-F 6:30AM-6:00PM

Let’s Eat!
A P R I L  W E D N E S D A Y  N I G H T  S U P P E R

4/3
M E AT L OA F

M A SH E D 
P O TATOE S

S W E E T PE A S

ROL L S , SA L A D & 
DE S SE RT

4/10
F R I E D C H IC K E N,

R IC E & GR AV Y

PE A S & 
BU T T E R BE A NS

ROL L S , SA L A D & 
DE S SE RT

4/17
BA K E D 
SPAGH E T T I

G A R L IC BR E A D

SA L A D & DE S SE RT

4/24
P OR K L OI N

BA K E D P O TATOE S

GR E E N BE A NS

ROL L S , SA L A D & 
DE S SE RT

Only $5 per adult meal,  

$2.50 per child meal with a maximum 

$15 per family!

Dinner is  

served from  

5:00-6:00pm

To make dinner reservations, email Carol at carol@lbcpc.org or call 334.298.6433. 

Check
Bulletin
Board

for 
Thank You Notes

Events,  News

A lso our Website: 
lbcpc .org

April Greeters

Jill Henderson

Myra Currier


