
Key Categories & Text

Head How is what I know increasing?

Heart How is my worship being transformed?

Hands

How am I applying what I know and how I am
worshipping in order to serve those around
me? (i.e., family, church, coworkers,
neighbors, etc.)

Biblical Pericope
{2 Peter 2:10b-22 | ESV}

10b Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the
glorious ones, 
11 whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not
pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 
12 But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to
be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are
ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 
13 suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it
pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes,
reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you. 
14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice
unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children!
15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed
the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, 
16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey
spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's madness.
17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them
the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 
18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual
passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who
live in error. 
19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of
corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 
20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world
through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse
for them than the first.
21 For it would have been better for them never to have known the way
of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 
22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns
to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to
wallow in the mire.”



Life Group Discussion Guide

Introduction:
  Let's call this section "The Conduct and Condemnation of False
Teachers." Also, continue using "The Moody Bible Commentary" for your
preparation for this week's lesson. Between the commentary, your own
study, and the section title, you should have a good understanding of
the trajectory of this passage as you lead your group in discussion.

  Have you ever read a book or listened to a song that claims to be
Christian but actually states something heretical and false? What did
you do once you read/listened to it? Why is your response/action
important?

  Are teachers the only ones that should speak true things about the
Christian faith? Or are all Christians expected to speak truthfully
about doctrine, life, and faith? If it does apply to all Christians,
how does one ensure not speaking falsely? 
 
Head:
  - Peter, in verses 10b-11, states that the false teachers are "bold"
and "willful." In other translations the words are arrogant, proud,
self-willed, reckless, and presumptuous. What do these words teach us
about the character and motivation of false teachers? How do these
words contrast what a true biblical teacher should look like? How do
you know how a true teacher of the faith should behave (where in
Scripture can you point to)?

  - Why does it seem (based on verse 12) that these false teachers
continue to teach and proclaim blasphemy? What exactly is blasphemy?
Why is it important to note the difference between blasphemy and truth
(use whatever scriptural evidence you would like to answer this
question)?

  - Thomas Constable states "The false teachers sinned without
restraint. Furthermore they lured people not firmly committed to Jesus
Christ to join them..." Verses 14-15 help you to understand his quote.
How did these false teachers sin without restraint? In what ways did
these false teachers lure people? What false teachings seek to lure
people today? 

  - Peter compares these false teachers to Balaam. What do you recall
of Balaam's story? And how are the two (Balaam and false teachers)
comparable? (for a refresher, skim or read Numbers 22-24) 
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  - What does Peter mean when he calls these false teachers "waterless
springs" and "mists driven by a storm" (leaders, refer to page 1970 in
the Moody Bible Commentary for help with this question)?

  - Warren Wiersbe states "The average person does not know how to
listen to and analyze the kind of propaganda that pours out of the
mouths and printing presses of the apostates. Many people cannot tell
the difference between a religious huckster and a sincere servant of
Jesus Christ." Do you agree or disagree with this statement and why?
How were early Christians supposed to know the difference between truth
and "propaganda"? How are we supposed to know the difference?

  - The final three verses of this chapter speak to the condemnation of
these false teachers. Constable comments "Peter compared the false
teachers to unclean dogs and pigs. Conduct betrays nature, generally
speaking. Dogs return to corruption that comes from within them: vomit.
Pigs return to filth that they find outside themselves, even though
their handlers may clean them up occasionally." How do these word
pictures help to illustrate the severity of what the false teachers are
doing? Especially in comparison to what a true, faithful, and obedient
Christian should do? 

Heart:
  - Have you ever heard a false teacher before? If so, how did you know
they were a false teacher? How does one ensure what they are listening
to is true? How does knowing there are false teachers in this world
impact how you receive and listen to teachings of others?

  - How are you currently guarding yourself from false statements,
ideas, and/or beliefs?  
 
Hands:
  - How are you helping those in your Life Group? What are simple ways
the Life Group can pursue truth and not false teaching?
 
Conclusion:
  - As we conclude, is there anything from Pastor Kevin's sermon that
stood out to you that we have not yet discussed? Why do you think that
particular thing stood out to you? 

Pray:
  Is there anything that you can pray for as a result of today's
passage?
  Spend time praying for one another's needs and requests.


