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O P E N I N G
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N O T E S

NOTE FROM JF

LEARNING FROM THE GOOD
Though this series was inspired by Gene
Edwards' book "A Tale of Three Kings", our
preaching and curriculum is straight out of
the Bible. It is my prayer that as you
engage the Bible's chapters to learn
Absalom's story, that you would grow to
love God more through a story of
brokenness and pain, and cherish God's
goodness in your own life.
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PRAYER INITIATIVE

COUNTRIES FOR THIS QUARTER

In conjunction with Legacy Missions, our Life
Groups will begin praying for the countries
listed on the cards that leaders were given.
Please pray for one country each week and
ask God for a heart that is sensitive to the
needs of Albania, Haiti, India, and Uganda.
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LESSON AIMS

KNOW AND DO

As a result of today's lesson, each person will
UNDERSTAND who Absalom is by describing 2
characteristics of Absalom AND will
RECOGNIZE the sinful
thoughts/attitudes/actions that are similar to
Absalom by evaluting their own life.

04
PRAYER

A PRAYER OF DAVID

Lord, I have many enemies! Many people have turned against me.
Many are saying about me, “God won’t rescue him.”
But, Lord, you are my shield, my wonderful God who gives me courage.
I will pray to the Lord, and he will answer me from his holy mountain

Psalm 3:1-4

A B S A L O M
SELECTED READINGS FROM 1 SAMUEL

2 SAMUEL 15 {ESV}
1 After this, Absalom got a
chariot and horses for himself
and fifty men to run before
him.
2 Absalom would get up early
and stand near the city gate.
Anyone who had a problem
for the king to settle would
come here. When someone
came, Absalom would call out
and say, “What city are you
from?”The person would
answer, “I’m from one of the
tribes of Israel.”
3 Then Absalom would say,
“Look, your claims are right,
but the king has no one to
listen to you.”
4 Absalom would also say, “I
wish someone would make me
judge in this land! Then
people with problems could
come to me, and I could help
them get justice.”
5 People would come near
Absalom to bow to him. When
they did, Absalom would
reach out his hand and take
hold of them and kiss them.
6 Absalom did that to all the
Israelites who came to King
David for decisions. In this
way, Absalom stole the hearts
of all Israel.
7 After four years Absalom
said to King David, “Please let
me go to Hebron. I want to
carry out my promise that I
made to the Lord
8 while I was living in Geshur
in Aram. I said, ‘If the Lord
takes me back to Jerusalem, I
will worship him in Hebron.’”
9 The king said, “Go in
peace.”So Absalom went to
Hebron.
10 But he sent secret
messengers through all the
tribes of Israel. They told the
people, “When you hear the
trumpets, say this: ‘Absalom is
the king at Hebron!’”
11 Absalom had invited two
hundred men to go with him.
So they went from Jerusalem
with him, but they didn’t
know what he was planning.
12 While Absalom was offering
sacrifices, he sent for
Ahithophel, one of the people
who advised David, to come
from his hometown of Giloh.
So Absalom’s plans were
working very well. More and
more people began to support
him.

13 A messenger came to
David, saying, “The Israelites
are giving their loyalty to
Absalom.”
14 Then David said to all his
officers who were with him in
Jerusalem, “We must leave
quickly! If we don’t, we won’t
be able to get away from
Absalom. We must hurry
before he catches us and
destroys us and kills the
people of Jerusalem.”
15 The king’s officers said to
him, “We will do anything you
say.”
16 The king set out with
everyone in his house, but he
left ten slave women to take
care of the palace.
17 The king left with all his
people following him, and
they stopped at a house far
away.
18 All the king’s servants
passed by him—the Kerethites
and Pelethites, all those from
Gath, and the six hundred
men who had followed him.
19 The king said to Ittai, a
man from Gath, “Why are you
also going with us? Turn back
and stay with King Absalom
because you are a foreigner.
This is not your homeland.
20 You joined me only a short
time ago. Should I make you
wander with us when I don’t
even know where I’m going?
Turn back and take your
brothers with you. May
kindness and loyalty be shown
to you.”
21 But Ittai said to the king,
“As surely as the Lord lives
and as you live, I will stay
with you, whether it means
life or death.”.
22 David said to Ittai, “Go,
march on.” So Ittai from Gath
and all his people with their
children marched on.
23 All the people cried loudly
as everyone passed by. King
David crossed the Kidron
Valley, and then all the
people went on to the desert.
24 Zadok and all the Levites
with him carried the Ark of
the Agreement with God. They
set it down, and Abiathar
offered sacrifices until all the
people had left the city.

25 The king said to Zadok,
“Take the Ark of God back into
the city. If the Lord is pleased
with me, he will bring me
back and will let me see both
it and Jerusalem again.
26 But if the Lord says he is
not pleased with me, I am
ready. He can do what he
wants with me.”
27 The king also said to Zadok
the priest, “Aren’t you a seer?
Go back to the city in peace
and take your son Ahimaaz
and Abiathar’s son Jonathan
with you.
28 I will wait near the
crossings into the desert until
I hear from you.”
29 So Zadok and Abiathar
took the Ark of God back to
Jerusalem and stayed there.
30 David went up the Mount
of Olives, crying as he went.
He covered his head and went
barefoot. All the people with
David covered their heads
also and cried as they went.
31 Someone told David,
“Ahithophel is one of the
people with Absalom who
made secret plans against
you.”So David prayed, “Lord,
please make Ahithophel’s
advice foolish.”
32 When David reached the
top of the mountain where
people used to worship God,
Hushai the Arkite came to
meet him. Hushai’s coat was
torn, and there was dirt on his
head to show how sad he was.
33 David said to Hushai, “If
you go with me, you will be
just one more person for me
to take care of.
34 But if you return to the
city, you can make
Ahithophel’s advice useless.
Tell Absalom, ‘I am your
servant, my king. In the past I
served your father, but now I
will serve you.’
35 The priests Zadok and
Abiathar will be with you. Tell
them everything you hear in
the royal palace.
36 Zadok’s son Ahimaaz and
Abiathar’s son Jonathan are
with them. Send them to tell
me everything you hear.”
37 So David’s friend Hushai
entered Jerusalem just as
Absalom arrived.

A B S A L O M
SELECTED READINGS FROM 1 SAMUEL

2 SAMUEL 17 {ESV}
1 Ahithophel said to Absalom,
“Let me choose twelve
thousand men and chase
David tonight.
2 I’ll catch him while he is
tired and weak, and I’ll
frighten him so all his people
will run away. But I’ll kill only
King David.
3 Then I’ll bring everyone
back to you. If the man you
are looking for is dead,
everyone else will return
safely.”
4 This plan seemed good to
Absalom and to all the
leaders of Israel.
5 But Absalom said, “Now call
Hushai the Arkite, so I can
hear what he says.”
6 When Hushai came to
Absalom, Absalom said to
him, “This is the plan
Ahithophel gave. Should we
follow it? If not, tell us.”
7 Hushai said to Absalom,
“Ahithophel’s advice is not
good this time.”
8 Hushai added, “You know
your father and his men are
strong. They are as angry as a
bear that is robbed of its
cubs. Your father is a skilled
fighter. He won’t stay all night
with the army.
9 He is probably already
hiding in a cave or some other
place. If the first attack fails,
people will hear the news and
think, ‘Absalom’s followers are
losing!’
10 Then even the men who are
as brave as lions will be
frightened, because all the
Israelites know your father is
a fighter. They know his men
are brave!
11 “This is what I suggest:
Gather all the Israelites from
Dan to Beersheba. There will
be as many people as grains
of sand by the sea. Then you
yourself must go into the
battle.
12 We will go to David
wherever he is hiding. We will
fall on him as dew falls on the
ground. We will kill him and
all of his men so that no one
will be left alive.
13 If David escapes into a city,
all the Israelites will bring
ropes to that city and pull it
into the valley. Not a stone
will be left!”

14 Absalom and all the
Israelites said, “The advice of
Hushai the Arkite is better
than that of Ahithophel.” (The
Lord had planned to destroy
the good advice of Ahithophel
so the Lord could bring
disaster on Absalom.)
15 Hushai told Zadok and
Abiathar, the priests, what
Ahithophel had suggested to
Absalom and the elders of
Israel. He also reported to
them what he himself had
suggested. Hushai said,
16 “Quickly! Send a message
to David. Tell him not to stay
tonight at the crossings into
the desert but to cross over
the Jordan River at once. If he
crosses the river, he and all
his people won’t be
destroyed.”
17 Jonathan and Ahimaaz
were waiting at En Rogel.
They did not want to be seen
going into the city, so a
servant girl would go out to
them and give them
messages. Then Jonathan and
Ahimaaz would go and tell
King David.
18 But a boy saw Jonathan
and Ahimaaz and told
Absalom. So Jonathan and
Ahimaaz left quickly and went
to a man’s house in Bahurim.
He had a well in his courtyard,
and they climbed down into
it.
19 The man’s wife spread a
sheet over the opening of the
well and covered it with grain.
No one could tell that anyone
was hiding there.
20 Absalom’s servants came
to the woman at the house
and asked, “Where are
Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”She
said to them, “They have
already crossed the
brook.”Absalom’s servants
then went to look for
Jonathan and Ahimaaz, but
they could not find them. So
they went back to Jerusalem.”

21 After Absalom’s servants
left, Jonathan and Ahimaaz
climbed out of the well and
went to tell King David. They
said, “Hurry, cross over the
river! Ahithophel has said
these things against you!”
22 So David and all his people
crossed the Jordan River. By
dawn, everyone had crossed
the Jordan.
23 When Ahithophel saw that
the Israelites did not accept
his advice, he saddled his
donkey and went to his
hometown. He left orders for
his family and property, and
then he hanged himself. He
died and was buried in his
father’s tomb.
24 David arrived at Mahanaim.
And Absalom and all his
Israelites crossed over the
Jordan River.
25 Absalom had made Amasa
captain of the army instead of
Joab. Amasa was the son of a
man named Jether the
Ishmaelite. Amasa’s mother
was Abigail daughter of
Nahash and sister of Zeruiah,
Joab’s mother.
26 Absalom and the Israelites
camped in the land of Gilead.
27 Shobi, Makir, and Barzillai
were at Mahanaim when David
arrived. Shobi son of Nahash
was from the Ammonite town
of Rabbah. Makir son of
Ammiel was from Lo Debar,
and Barzillai was from
Rogelim in Gilead.
28 They brought beds, bowls,
clay pots, wheat, barley, flour,
roasted grain, beans, small
peas,
29 honey, milk curds, sheep,
and cheese made from cows’
milk for David and his people.
They said, “The people are
hungry and tired and thirsty
in the desert.

A B S A L O M
SELECTED READINGS FROM 1 SAMUEL

2 SAMUEL 18 {ESV}
1 David counted his men and
placed over them
commanders of thousands
and commanders of hundreds.
2 He sent the troops out in
three groups. Joab
commanded one-third of the
men. Joab’s brother Abishai
son of Zeruiah commanded
another third. And Ittai from
Gath commanded the last
third. King David said to
them, “I will also go with you.”
3 But the men said, “You must
not go with us! If we run away
in the battle, Absalom’s men
won’t care. Even if half of us
are killed, Absalom’s men
won’t care. But you’re worth
ten thousand of us! You can
help us most by staying in the
city.”
4 The king said to his people,
“I will do what you think is
best.” So the king stood at the
side of the gate as the army
went out in groups of a
hundred and a thousand.
5 The king commanded Joab,
Abishai, and Ittai, “Be gentle
with young Absalom for my
sake.” Everyone heard the
king’s orders to the
commanders about Absalom.
6 David’s army went out into
the field against Absalom’s
Israelites, and they fought in
the forest of Ephraim.
7 There David’s army defeated
the Israelites. Many died that
day—twenty thousand men.
8 The battle spread through
all the country, but that day
more men died in the forest
than in the fighting.
9 Then Absalom happened to
meet David’s troops. As
Absalom was riding his mule,
it went under the thick
branches of a large oak tree.
Absalom’s head got caught in
the tree, and his mule ran out
from under him. So Absalom
was left hanging above the
ground.
10 When one of the men saw
it happen, he told Joab, “I saw
Absalom hanging in an oak
tree!”
11 Joab said to him, “You saw
him? Why didn’t you kill him
and let him fall to the
ground? I would have given
you a belt and four ounces of
silver!”

12 The man answered, “I
wouldn’t touch the king’s son
even if you gave me twentyfive pounds of silver. We
heard the king command you,
Abishai, and Ittai, ‘Be careful
not to hurt young Absalom.’
13 If I had killed him, the king
would have found out, and
you would not have protected
me!”
14 Joab said, “I won’t waste
time here with you!” Absalom
was still alive in the oak tree,
so Joab took three spears and
stabbed him in the heart.
15 Ten young men who carried
Joab’s armor also gathered
around Absalom and struck
him and killed him.
16 Then Joab blew the
trumpet, so the troops
stopped chasing the
Israelites.
17 Then Joab’s men took
Absalom’s body and threw it
into a large pit in the forest
and filled the pit with many
stones. All the Israelites ran
away to their homes.
18 When Absalom was alive,
he had set up a pillar for
himself in the King’s Valley.
He said, “I have no son to
keep my name alive.” So he
named the pillar after himself,
and it is called Absalom’s
Monument even today.
19 Ahimaaz son of Zadok said
to Joab, “Let me run and take
the news to King David. I’ll
tell him the Lord has saved
him from his enemies.”
20 Joab answered Ahimaaz,
“No, you are not the one to
take the news today. You may
do it another time, but do not
take it today, because the
king’s son is dead.”
21 Then Joab said to a man
from Cush, “Go, tell the king
what you have seen.” The
Cushite bowed to Joab and
ran to tell David.
22 But Ahimaaz son of Zadok
begged Joab again, “No
matter what happens, please
let me go along with the
Cushite!”Joab said, “Son, why
do you want to carry the
news? You won’t get any
reward.”
23 Ahimaaz answered, “No
matter what happens, I will
run.”So Joab said to Ahimaaz,
“Run!” Then Ahimaaz ran by
way of the Jordan Valley and
passed the Cushite.

24 David was sitting between
the inner and outer gates of
the city. The watchman went
up to the roof of the gate by
the walls, and as he looked
up, he saw a man running
alone.
25 He shouted the news to the
king.The king said, “If he is
alone, he is bringing good
news!”The man came nearer
and nearer to the city.
26 Then the watchman saw
another man running, and he
called to the gatekeeper,
“Look! Another man is running
alone!”The king said, “He is
also bringing good news!”
27 The watchman said, “I
think the first man runs like
Ahimaaz son of Zadok.”The
king said, “Ahimaaz is a good
man. He must be bringing
good news!”
28 Then Ahimaaz called a
greeting to the king. He
bowed facedown on the
ground before the king and
said, “Praise the Lord your
God! The Lord has defeated
those who were against you,
my king.”
29 The king asked, “Is young
Absalom all right?”Ahimaaz
answered, “When Joab sent
me, I saw some great
excitement, but I don’t know
what it was.”
30 The king said, “Step over
here and wait.” So Ahimaaz
stepped aside and stood
there.
31 Then the Cushite arrived.
He said, “Master and king,
hear the good news! Today the
Lord has punished those who
were against you!”
32 The king asked the Cushite,
“Is young Absalom all
right?”The Cushite answered,
“May your enemies and all
who come to hurt you be like
that young man!”
33 Then the king was very
upset, and he went to the
room over the city gate and
cried. As he went, he cried
out, “My son Absalom, my son
Absalom! I wish I had died
and not you. Absalom, my son,
my son!”

D I S C U S S
UTILIZING THE CHAPTERS
FROM THE PREVIOUS PAGES,
PASTOR KEVIN'S SERMON, AND
YOUR OWN BIBLE STUDY
SKILLS, DISCUSS THE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

1) As 2 Samuel 15 opens, we already see the cunning conspiracy of Absalom take shape. This man's desire to take over
the nation of Israel and to do as he pleased was rooted in his own sinfulness. Yet, we know that the way to God's heart
is not through our own pride and selfish desires. Absalom stands as a stark contrast to his father, David.
We see Absalom take his first steps in trying to take over the kingdom in verses 1-6. What are some of the first steps
that Absalom took? What are some of the characteristics of Absalom that we see portrayed in today's reading? Why do
you believe Absalom utilized this method of manipulation on people? Have you ever been in a situation, whether at work
or in your own family, where someone was trying to manipulate others and form a coup? What motivating factors were
included (if you know) in that person's actions to manipulate others into taking their side over another's? Why is this
type of desire not beneficial to the Christian or glorifying to God?
2) In 2 Samuel 18, we read that Absalom is killed and that David still grieves the loss of his son. Despite the fact that
Absalom acted in very hateful and sinful ways, David still loved his son. And isn't that true for us too? As Christians,
we still have the capacity to love others even when they have hurt us and have sinned against us. This is especially true
of God. We have sinned against Him, turned our backs on Him, and yet in His love, He sent His one and only Son to die
on our behalf so that we might be reconciled to Him through faith in Jesus.
Consider what it must have felt like for David to hear of the loss of Absalom. What hurts David the most about losing
his son despite all that David had to live through? How is it that David was able to grieve for Absalom?
Now consider your own life. Is there someone that has hurt you? Manipulated you? Sought to bring you down? How
can you engage in grief or reconciliation with them? Share with one another what that situation is and how you can take
steps toward still expressing love despite being hurt.
3) Pastor Kevin asked some very important diagnostic questions when it comes to our own lives.
Where am I now minimizing the consequnces of sin?
Where am I compromising my dependence on God OR my obedience to the Lord and telling myself it will be okay?
Where am I planting seeds right now that I really don't want to see harvested?

Spend just a moment reflecting on these questions, then share a time (whether it is in the past or currently) where you
have minimized the consequences of sin. What was going through your mind as you sought to minimize the consequences
but also the gravity of your sin? How was it found out? What emotions or feelings went through you as you were
confronted with this reality?
If you are having trouble thinking of a time that you went through, consider someone close to you. If you share their
story, respectfully and carefully give those details that are only necessary for helping us understand what it looks like
when we minimize the consequences of our sin.
4) Finally, spend a moment to consider what your life looks like compared to Absalom. Now, certainly none of us are
seeking a nation to be king over but we do sometimes try to set ourselves up to be king or queen over our domains,
neglecting how God has called us to live. Where are your desires at this very moment? Are you desiring to control? To
manipulate? To have something that is not yours? Or are you resting in the Lord? Are you experiencing a growing and
vibrant faith in Christ?
When you have concluded evaluating your life, share with the group how you see similarities between Absalom and
yourself. Then share the differences. After everyone has shared, spend time praising God for His faithfulness to you
and ask for the humility and grace to live as a woman or man after God's own heart.

CONCLUSION
MAKING THE MOST OF OUR TIME
TOGETHER WHEN WE CLOSE
OUR TIME OUT.

Lesson Aims:
As a result of today's lesson, each person will
UNDERSTAND who Absalom is by describing 2
characteristics of Absalom AND will
RECOGNIZE the sinful
thoughts/attitudes/actions that are similar to
Absalom by evaluting their own life.

Prayer:
Conclude your time in prayer, thanking God for
His goodness and faithfulness.

Benediction:
May the God of love sustain you in your
weakest moments in the upcoming days so
that you can respond in gratitude and worship
through the power of the Spirit and in the
name of Jesus Christ.

