focus.
Spend the next few minutes helping your
group focus their attention on God.
sing | together
This Is My Father’s World by Jaden Lavik

read | together
The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. (ESV)
Amen

read.
Read the passage for today together as a group. Then
ask each individual to reread the passage and mark
anything God illuminates.
Galatians 4:1–7
[1] I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though
he is the owner of everything, [2] but he is under guardians and managers until the
date set by his father. [3] In the same way we also, when we were children, were
enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. [4] But when the fullness of
time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, [5] to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
[6] And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” [7] So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then
an heir through God. (ESV)

discuss.
Lead your group through the following discussion
questions. Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond
to God’s direction.
| 1 | There is much to our passage today. Did God illuminate anything as we read?
| 2 | What is the difference between a slave and a son? How are they treated
differently?
| 3 | What was your experience with your earthly father? How has that formed your
understanding of God as your “Abba" father?
Take a moment to remind your group that God, not our earthly fathers, is our
ultimate example and definition of fatherhood.
| 4 | Distribute the follow passages to members of your group.
John 10:10
Hebrews 12:3-11
Matthew 7:11
2 Timothy 3:16-17
Luke 15:11-32
James 1:17
John 10:29
What do these passages teach us about our relationship with God, our Father?
How can you lean on one of these promises today?
Which of these attributes of God’s fatherhood should you meditate on this week?

pray.
Direct your attention now to listening prayer. Follow the
prompts below as you guide your group to hear and obey
God.
| 1 | People often begin their prayers by addressing God as Father, but sadly this
becomes cold ritual and isn’t packed with the meaning we’ve discussed
throughout our study today. How would approaching our prayers as children to a
loving Father, change the way we pray?
| 2 | Ask our Father to simply show you His love, affection, concern and care for you?
Ask Him to help you see Him as your good Father. Take a moment to bask in the
love of your heavenly Father. Respond in prayer and obedience.

