focus.
Spend the next few minutes helping your
group focus their attention on God.
sing | together
How Deep the Father’s Love For Us by Austin Stone Worship

read | together
The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. (ESV)
Amen

read.
Read the passage for today together as a group. Then
ask each individual to reread the passage and mark
anything God illuminates.
Romans 8:12–17
[12] So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.
[13] For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. [14] For all who are led by the Spirit of God
are sons of God. [15] For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!” [16] The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, [17] and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. (ESV)

discuss.
Lead your group through the following discussion
questions. Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond
to God’s direction.
| 1 | There is much to our passage today. Did God illuminate anything as we read?
| 2 | Our passage shows us that Adoption changes our Spirit. When we cry “Abba,
Father!” we are doing so as children of God who have received the Holy Spirit.
How does the reception of the Holy Spirit at our adoption change us?
| 3 | Take a moment to watch I Like Giving: Adoption on Rightnow Media or
Youtube.
What is your initial response to the story of the Dennehy family?
How did adoption change the lives of the children we witnessed in the video?
How did it shape their spirit?
What correlation do you see in the story of the Dennehys and the gospel of our
adoption into the family of God?
How did you see their spiritual adoption working in tandem with the adoption of
their children?
| 4 | What are the implications of being an heir of our heavenly Father?
How is an heir different than a slave?

pray.
Direct your attention now to listening prayer. Follow the
prompts below as you guide your group to hear and obey
God.
| 1 | Spend some time in prayer thanking God for your adoption into His family.
Thank Him for the privilege of being his child and thank Him for the privileges that
come along with being His child. Ask Him to remind you that you are His child and
heir.
| 2 | Ask God to remind you of someone that needs to know that God wants to
invite and adopt them into His family. Let God speak to you and respond
accordingly. Pray for whomever God brings to mind together as a group.

