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he words of and narratives about Jesus found in scripture are one of the great 
treasures of human history.  In them we receive the priceless gift of clarity in regards to 
what God is like.  As John 1:18 explains, Jesus “reveals” God; He exegetes God for us.  

With that understanding we ought to sit up and take note of the life and primary teachings of 
Jesus, for in them we discover God’s character, His chief concerns, our core identity, and our 
purpose. 

With that said, it is crucial to note that the phrase “Kingdom of God” is used 53 times in the 
Gospels, usually issued directly from the lips of Jesus.  Similarly, the “Kingdom of Heaven” is 
used 32 times in the Gospel of Matthew.  The theme of the Kingdom was Jesus’ primary 
teaching throughout His ministry.  As Luke 8:1 reveals, “Afterward he was traveling from one 
town and village to another, preaching and telling the good news of the kingdom of God.” 

So what is the kingdom of God? 
A simple definition can be discovered in reading the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-10. 
Jesus says, "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. “ 

The kingdom of God is the “dome” or “domain” where God is king and His will is done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Jesus relentlessly taught about the Kingdom, a present and future 
reality experienced both now through and among His people and one day fully and 
completely when He returns.   But that’s not all, Jesus’ life was the kingdom of God incarnate, 
embodied in word and deed.  His actions, reactions, priorities, and teachings provide us with 
a front row seat to the Kingdom in real life.  Sadly, our understanding of the kingdom of God 
is often too pedestrian, myopic, or only understood as a future place and event.  The 
kingdom of God Jesus introduced and displayed to us was far more robust.  Jeff 
Christopherson gives us a Kingdom definition that aligns closely with Jesus’ ultimate vision:  

“We characterize the Kingdom of God as what the 
world would look like if King Jesus gets his way.  The 
gospel of the Kingdom is the physical, emotional, and 

spiritual manifestation of good news on every strata of 
society.  It is good news to those both inside and 

outside the family of faith.  It is good news except to the 
reign and territory of the prince of darkness.  To that 

shadowy knave it is bad news indeed.”

T



As it is in heaven.  This is God’s vision for our homes, offices, teams, neighborhoods, and 
third places.  God wants to see those places, and the people who inhabit them, beginning to 
look less like earth and more like heaven.  Because that is God’s vision, it’s ours as well. 

In the weeks ahead our hope is to help you clearly see God’s vision for the “domains” you 
inhabit; your spheres of influence.  From there we want to equip you to confidently engage 
those people and places, sinners and systems, with the good news of God’s kingdom.   Sit 
tight and enjoy the weeks ahead.  You may be surprised at what you find! 



 

focus.   
Spend the next few minutes helping your group focus their attention on God. 

Read Together | Matthew 6:9-13 

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  

read. 
The life and ministry of Jesus was the kingdom of God on display. 
Divide your group up into pairs. 
Distribute one of the following passages to each pair. 

Mark 5:21-43 // Jesus Heals 
Matthew 4:1-11 & Mark 5:1-13 // Jesus Confronts Evil 
John 2:1-11 & 13:1-11 // Jesus Serves 
Mark 15:20-41 & 16:1-8 // Jesus Sacrifices and Rises 
Luke 15:11-32 // Jesus Welcomes the Prodigal Home 
Luke 10:25-37 // Jesus Offers Compassion 
Matthew 5:21-48 // Jesus Teaches 
John 8:2-11 // Jesus Protects 
Matthew 9:9-13 & Luke 19:1-10 // Jesus Loves the Sinner 
Matthew 21:12-17 // Jesus Confronts Corrupt Systems 

Now ask each group to read and reread their appointed passage multiple times, underlining 
and taking note of what God illuminates as they read.  
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discuss. 
Lead your group through the following discussion questions.   
Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond to God’s direction. 

Each passage we have read teaches us something about the life of Jesus and the kingdom of 
God.  Spend a moment in your pairs discussing the following question. 

Question: What does this passage teach us about what happens when Jesus is King? 

Write your answers here: 

Once you have discussed in pairs, explain your answers to the group. 



Question: If God possesses an “on earth as it is in heaven” vision for our world, what do these 
passages communicate about what that world (domain) would look like if Jesus was King? 

Question: Do you see practical implications in your life or in your world for any of the 
passages we discussed? 

Question: What has been your understanding of the kingdom of God?  How might that 
understanding either help or hinder your ability to fully live into Jesus' “on earth as it is in 
heaven” vision for our world here and now and there and then? 

define. 
Before we transition into a time of prayer take a moment to get acquainted with and review 
some of the vocabulary your group will see throughout the next five weeks. 

Kingdom of God: the “dome” or “domain” where God is king and His will is done as it is in 
heaven. 
Domain: any place or people with whom you have influence. 
Disciple: a follower of Jesus.  One who hears and obeys Jesus. 
Society: groups of people who work and live within their personal and shared domains. 

pray. 
Our next month together will surely have eternal consequences as we learn to engage our 
own personal domains with the kingdom of God.  Let’s spend our closing moments together 
in prayer. 

Pray: Take a moment to quietly turn your attention to God.  Ask God to give your clarity about 
His kingdom vision and intentions for the domains that you inhabit and influence each day. 

Pray: Ask God to give you the conviction to respond in obedience to the direction He 
provides.  Declare your intention to follow Him as His disciple and simultaneously ask for His 
help in that endeavor. 
 



focus.   
Spend the next few minutes helping your group focus their attention on 
God. 

Read Together | Matthew 6:9-13 

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  

read. 
Read the passage for today together as a group.  Then ask each individual to reread the 
passage and mark anything God illuminates.  

Acts 16:1-34 

[6] And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. [7] And when they had come up to Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. [8] So, passing by 
Mysia, they went down to Troas. [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.” [10] And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

[11] So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following 
day to Neapolis, [12] and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. [13] And on the 
Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place 
of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. [14] One who 
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heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who 
was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 
[15] And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 

[16] As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. [17] She followed Paul and 
us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of 
salvation.” [18] And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, 
turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And it came out that very hour. 

[19] But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. [20] And when they had brought 
them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. [21] 
They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” [22] The 
crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave 
orders to beat them with rods. [23] And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they 
threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. [24] Having received this 
order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

[25] About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them, [26] and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and 
everyone's bonds were unfastened. [27] When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors 
were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
escaped. [28] But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” [29] 
And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul 
and Silas. [30] Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” [31] 
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” [32] And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 
[33] And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was 
baptized at once, he and all his family. [34] Then he brought them up into his house and set 
food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in 
God. (ESV) 



discuss. 
Lead your group through the following discussion questions.   
Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond to God’s direction. 

Question: What unique kingdom opportunities were afforded to Paul  
in the places he traveled? 
Question: What does our passage teach us about listening to the Holy Spirit  
in the places we live, work and play? 

activity. 
Your group will now work to complete 3 activities to provide clarity about the unique places to 
which they have been given kingdom responsibility. 

#1 | Society  
In every society there exist eight general domains.  These spheres of work and influence are 
necessary for a fruitful society.  The healthier they are, the healthier a society will be.  
Therefore Christians ought to work within their own personal domains to bring about 
kingdom flourishing on every level. Spend a few moments evaluating the eight domains.  
Circle the one in which you find yourself. 
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Places provide unique kingdom opportunities. 
In the travels of Jesus, the disciples, and the early church, they made the most of every 
situation by leveraging the unique opportunities places presented.  For instance, when Paul 
found himself in prison, he used the opportunity to minister to a jailer.  When Jesus 
encountered injustice in the Temple, He used the opportunity to cast out money changers, 
challenging corrupt systems.  Like Jesus, the disciples, and the early church, you too have 
places wherein unique kingdom opportunities present themselves every day.  Let’s take a 
moment to evaluate your personal domains. 

#2 | Domain Map 

Where do you work? 

Where do you play? 

Where do you live? 

Where do you spend your time? 

Where do you have the most influence? 



#3 | Shared Domains 
Activities #1 and #2 provide you with answers to where you will find your personal domains.  
These are the places in which you’ve been given the responsibility of working in tandem with 
Jesus to bring about His “on earth as it is in heaven” vision.  Now that you have discovered 
your own domains, spend a moment comparing with others in your group, discovering the 
domains you have in common.  

What domains do we share? 

Remember, places provide unique kingdom opportunities.  Spend a moment with one or two 
individuals with whom you share a domain.  Simply discuss one thing God could transform in 
that place. 

pray. 
Today we have discovered the places to which God has given us kingdom responsibility.   
Let’s spend our closing moments together in prayer. 

Pray: Ask God to give you fresh eyes and a kingdom vision for your personal domains.  Ask 
the Holy Spirit to show you opportunities this week wherever you go. 

Name:     Shared Domain: 

Name:     Shared Domain: 

Name:     Shared Domain: 

Name:     Shared Domain:



 

focus.   
Spend the next few minutes helping your group focus their attention on 
God. 

Read Together | Matthew 6:9-13 

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.“  

read. 
Read the passage for today together as a group.  Then ask each individual to reread the 
passage and mark anything God illuminates.  

Acts 17:16–34 

[16] Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he 
saw that the city was full of idols. [17] So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the 
devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. [18] 
Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, 
“What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign 
divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. [19] And they took him and 
brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are 
presenting? [20] For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore 
what these things mean.” [21] Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would 
spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. 
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[22] So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in 
every way you are very religious. [23] For as I passed along and observed the objects of your 
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. [24] The God who made the world and everything 
in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, [25] nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind 
life and breath and everything. [26] And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 
their dwelling place, [27] that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him 
and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, [28] for 

 “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
 as even some of your own poets have said, 
 “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
  
 [29] Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. [30] The times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, [31] 
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

[32] Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, 
“We will hear you again about this.” [33] So Paul went out from their midst. [34] But some men 
joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman 
named Damaris and others with them. (ESV) 

discuss. 
Lead your group through the following discussion questions.   
Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond to God’s direction. 

Question: How does Paul’s gospel approach adjust when presented with unique ideologies, 
backgrounds, and stories? 
Question: Why is it so important to understand who you’re dealing with in the process of 
introducing the kingdom of God to someone? 



activity. 
Your group will now spend time together watching a short documentary titled, Godspeed. 

Throughout the documentary, we find Matt learning that deep kingdom ministry happens in 
the context of relationships.  Often we discuss the mission to which we’ve been called, but to 
compliment that language, it’s important to understand that we have each been called to our 
own places, our own parishes, to real people who need to experience the kingdom of God.  
We’re not just missionaries.  We’re ministers, intentionally working each day for the good of 
the people who make up our domains.  We love them.  We care for them.  We defend them.  
We protect them.  We encourage them.  We fight for them.  We tell them about Jesus. 

People provide unique kingdom opportunities. 

Think of the domains we discussed last week.  Now spend some time thinking of the people 
that inhabit those domains.  Choose one domain for this activity.  

Domain: 

Name:       
Name:       
Name:       
Name: 
Name: 



Question: How has this domain been damaged by sin? 

Question: How can you work to make this domain more like heaven for the glory of God and 
the good of the people who inhabit it? 

Question: How can you minister to those who inhabit that domain? 

  

pray. 
Today we have seen the impact that kingdom commitment to a group of people can make. 
We have all been called to imitate Jesus as we minister to those who inhabit our domains. 

Pray: Ask God to give you fresh eyes and a kingdom vision for the people that you encounter 
every day.  Ask Him to show you what they need and how you might play a part in making 
their life and environment “on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Pray:  Thank God for what He is preparing for you to do in your personal domains. 



 

focus.   
Spend the next few minutes helping your group focus their attention on 
God. 

Read Together | Matthew 6:9-13 

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”   

read. 
Read the passage for today together as a group.  Then ask each individual to reread the 
passage and mark anything God illuminates.  

Acts 18:1–11 

[1] After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. [2] And he found a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, [3] and because he was of 
the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. [4] And 
he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

[5] When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, 
testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. [6] And when they opposed and reviled him, 
he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am 
innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” [7] And he left there and went to the house 
of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue. 
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[8] Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire 
household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. [9] And 
the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not 
be silent, [10] for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this 
city who are my people.” [11] And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. (ESV) 

discuss. 
Lead your group through the following discussion questions.   
Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond to God’s direction. 

Question: What did Paul do every time he encountered a new place and new people? 
Question: What has been your experience with sharing the gospel? 

activity. 
For the remainder of our time today we’re going to learn and practice a practical tool for 
sharing the gospel.  Let’s begin by watching a few explanatory films and then we’ll circle back. 

The three circles gospel explanation is built on important theological truth. We call it the four 
part gospel.  When you look closely at the meta narrative of scripture there are four 
overarching acts, or parts. 

Creation - Fall - Redemption - Restoration 

Any time we share the good the news of the kingdom of God with people, it's important to 
make sure that they are introduced to the whole of God’s good story for mankind.  Your 
leader is now going to walk you through the "three circles” one more time and then we’ll 
spend some time building confidence by practicing on one another. 

Break into twos or threes and practice the three circles on one another.  You may feel 
uncomfortable but remember that practice will help you remember in times when you need 
to share your faith. 



 

 

 

What is the name of one person with whom you ought to share the gospel? 
Spend a moment in listening prayer to allow God to bring someone to mind. 

pray. 
Today we have learned to share the good news. 

Pray:  Thank God for the privilege of sharing the gospel and ask Him for opportunities to do 
so in your personal domains. 

Pray:  Thank God for the hearts He is already preparing to hear the good news. 



 
focus.   
Spend the next few minutes helping your group focus their attention on God. 

Read Together | Matthew 6:9-13 

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”   

read. 
Read the passage for today together as a group.  Then ask each individual to reread the 
passage and mark anything God illuminates.  

2 Corinthians 5:11–21 

[11] Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to 
God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. [12] We are not commending ourselves 
to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those 
who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. [13] For if we are 
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. [14] For the love of 
Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all 
have died; [15] and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but 
for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

[16] From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. [17] Therefore, if 
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anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
[18] All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation; [19] that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. [20] 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. [21] For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (ESV) 

discuss. 
Lead your group through the following discussion questions.   
Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond to God’s direction. 

Question:  According to our passage, what are the two primary roles assigned to those who 
have been made a new creation in Christ Jesus? 

Ambassadors work for the good of their country/kingdom, in the country/kingdom to which 
they’ve been appointed.  By this point in our journey, each of us should be getting greater 
clarity about the places and people to which we have been called. 

Discuss:  In just a few sentences, please communicate the places and people, the domains to 
which you have been appointed as an ambassador for the Kingdom. 
Question:  If you are working for the good of the kingdom of God in these specific domains, 
what good has God called you to in those places and among those people?  

The role of reconciler and the ministry of reconciliation is about bringing people and 
places, sinners and systems, companies and cultures, into favor or alignment with God.  In 
essence, it’s about working to make things “on earth as it is in heaven.”   

Question: When you look at your personal domains where can you see opportunities for the 
ministry of reconciliation? 

Try to remember that our understanding of Kingdom is as wide and robust as the entire 
human experience coming under the reign of King Jesus.  



Let’s revisit this quote from Jeff Christopherson. 
“We characterize the Kingdom of God as what the world would look like if King Jesus gets his 
way.  The gospel of the Kingdom is the physical, emotional, and spiritual manifestation of 
good news on every strata of society.  It is good news to those both inside and outside the 
family of faith.  It is good news except to the reign and territory of the prince of darkness.  To 
that shadowy knave it is bad news indeed.” 

activity. 
The following activities are meant to give group members crystal clarity about their next steps 
in the weeks to come.  Please be sure to prayerfully consider the answers to the following 
questions.  Remember, true discipleship is to hear and obey. 

#1 | Narrow Focus 
Though we have many spheres of influence, it’s important to realize that we can only 
accomplish so much.  At the end of the day, we don’t want to do ministry that is a mile wide 
and an inch deep.  Here are some clarifying questions to help you narrow your focus. 

Question: In which domain/domains would my efforts be most effective? 

Question: In which domain/domains do I posses the greatest influence? 

Question: In which domain/domains do I possess the deepest relationships? 

H

H

H



Question: In which domain/domains do I spend the most time? 

 Question: To which domain/domains has God directed me? 

Question: To which domain/domains do my gifts/talents/expertise bring the most value? 

#2 | Ambassadors and Reconcilers 
Now that we have discussed our kingdom vocation as ambassadors and reconcilers, let’s turn 
our attention to our specific domain/domains and ask God to show us how He would like for 
us to fulfill that vocation in our day to day lives. 

Question: How have your domain/domains been damaged by sin? 

Question: Where is there brokenness that God wants to heal in your domain/domains? 

Question: Where is there systemic injustice or damaging immorality in your domain/
domains? 

H

H

H

H

H

H



Question: With whom are there gospel opportunities in your domain/domains? 

Question: Where is there opportunity to promote flourishing in your domain/domains? 

Question: How can you make your domain/domains more like the kingdom of God? 

We could surely ask questions all day to gain the clarity we need to take action, but the 
bottom line is that we want you to spend time with God discussing His kingdom and your 
purpose therein.  The past five weeks will have been only an exercise in futility if we don’t 
work to discover our next steps. 

#3 | Action Plan 

Question: To what domain/domains have you been appointed? 

H

H

H
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Question: To what actions have you been appointed? 

Question: What is your first step this week? 

pray. 
Understanding God’s kingdom purpose for our lives can be an absolute game changer in the 
way we live, work, and play.  Let us conclude with a time of asking God for the courage to act. 

Pray: Ask God for the courage to follow through, to act in accordance with His will in the 
places and among the people to which you have been appointed. 

Pray:  Ask God to continue making clear how you might take on the role of kingdom 
ambassador and minister of reconciliation in your personal domain/domains. 

Pray:  Thank God for all He is already doing and will do in the days ahead. 

H

H



A Word On Work 

Many have discussed the role of Christians in the marketplace.  Some have focused on evangelism, 
others have focused on ethics, and still others have compartmentalized the marketplace to a domain 
detached from the Kingdom due to workplace constraints and political correctness.  All of these fall 
short of a complete kingdom vision for work. 

Work is established by God, before the Fall, in the first and second chapters of Genesis.  Adam and Eve 
are tasked with subduing, ruling, cultivating, and keeping the Garden.  (Genesis 1:28 and 2:15)  God 
worked, making our beautiful world, and then He asked His people to join Him in cultivating more life, 
abundance and flourishing from what He made.  Work is meant to produce flourishing. 

But work is marred and broken by the Fall.  Because of sin, work is toilsome and frustrating. (Genesis 
3:17-19)  Most of us can relate with that.  We see it all throughout the Old Testament as Israel faces 
slavery and then forces others into the same exploitive trade.  Work is broken, but just as with 
everything else under the sun, God has a plan for work. 

When Jesus ushers in the kingdom of God, His plan is that the rule and reign of God would touch 
every nook and cranny of human existence.  It begins with His death and resurrection, our salvation, 
and the impartation of the Holy Spirit.  In Christ we are now a new creation, God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which He has prepared in advance for us to do. (2 Corinthians 2:17 and 
Ephesians 2:10)   

The good works God has planned for us don’t simply apply to the hours we spend at home with our 
families, with the church, or in our neighborhoods.  God wants to redeem our work and to reverse the 
toilsome effects sin has on our work.  The Bible tells us that God wants us to work as if we were working 
for Him. (Colossians 3:23)  So whatever work we do, whatever our occupation, we do it for Christ, to 
honor and advance His kingdom.   

So what does this work look like?  2 Corinthians 5 has two words that give us great clarity.  The first 
word is “ambassador.”  Now an ambassador is simply someone who works for the good of his/her 
country/kingdom while appointed to live in another country/kingdom.  He or she is always working for 
the best interest of their king and kingdom.  The second word used is “reconciler” or “ministry of 
reconciliation.”  A reconciler is someone who brings someone or something into favor with God.  You 
can see how these two roles work together.  We as Christians are called, as new creations, to take on 
the vocation of ambassador and reconciler wherever we go and in whatever we do. 

This applies directly to our work and workplaces.  As an ambassador you are working in your 
profession for the good of the kingdom of God.  As a reconciler you are seeking to bring sinners and 
systems into favor with God.  You are tasked with doing work that would please God, so attention is 
given to ethics and productivity.  But please don’t miss this, God wants to use your work as a tool to 
bring about flourishing in the world; to confront evil and cultivate good.  Yes, you have surely been 
called to love, serve, and share the good news of Jesus with your co-workers, but you are also called to 
work with them to cultivate something that makes our world and your office more like the kingdom of 
God.  May you reclaim the original vocation God gave Adam and Eve as co-laborers in His domain. 
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