HOW THE GOOD NEWS PRODUCES GOOD FRUIT

INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on John 15;1-17
Here we ﬁnd that we are to abide in Christ and bear fruit.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
a) the importance of praying for one another.
b) that we ought to boldly pray for physical and spiritual healing.
c) that we are called to confess sins to one another
and pray for one another in the process of healing.
d) that any of us can pray for one another.

READ
and re-read

John 15:1–17

[1] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. [2] Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
[3] Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. [4]
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. [5] I am the vine;
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. [6] If anyone does not
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches
are gathered, thrown into the ﬁre, and burned. [7] If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. [8] By this my
Father is gloriﬁed, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. [9] As
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. [10] If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. [11] These things I have spoken to you, that
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
[12] “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. [13]
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. [14]
You are my friends if you do what I command you. [15] No longer do I call you
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. [16]
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. [17] These things I command you, so that you will love
one another. (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of this passage?
|2|
Verse 17, connects us to the series we just ﬁnished up.
What does abiding in Christ have to do with loving one another?
|3|
Upon what is bearing fruit contingent?
According to our passage, is bearing fruit possible if we aren’t abiding in Christ?

|4|
Jesus shows us that those who bear fruit will experience seasons of pruning.
To prune is to “trim (a tree, shrub, or bush) by cutting away dead or overgrown branches or
stems, especially to increase fruitfulness and growth.”
Have you ever been through a season of pruning? What was that like?
|5|
Christ commands us, “Abide in me, and I in you.”
What practices do you utilize to abide in Christ?
(Take a moment to encourage people to develop an approach to
consistently abide in Christ. Remind them that formation comes with repetition.)
|6|
In verse 14 Jesus says, “You are my friends if you do what I command you.”
How do abiding and obedience go hand in hand? What does disobedience say about our
relationship with Christ?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission

&

