HOW THE GOOD NEWS PRODUCES GOOD FRUIT

INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on John 15:1-11 & John 6:1-14.
Here we ﬁnd how God multiplies fruit in and through us.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
a) that God earnestly desires us to bear “much fruit.”
b) that we are not alone in bearing fruit.
c) that God is actively working to multiply what we oﬀer Him.

READ
and re-read

John 15:1-11

[1] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. [2]
Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. [3] Already you are clean
because of the word that I have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me. [5] I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing. [6] If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the ﬁre, and burned. [7] If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. [8] By this my Father is gloriﬁed, that you bear much fruit and so prove to
be my disciples. [9] As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. [10] If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. [11] These things I have spoken to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. (ESV)

John 6:1–14
[1] After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of
Tiberias. [2] And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was
doing on the sick. [3] Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his
disciples. [4] Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. [5] Lifting up his eyes,
then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are
we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” [6] He said this to test him, for he himself
knew what he would do. [7] Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread
would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” [8] One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother, said to him, [9] “There is a boy here who has ﬁve barley loaves and two ﬁsh,
but what are they for so many?” [10] Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was
much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about ﬁve thousand in number. [11] Jesus
then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were
seated. So also the ﬁsh, as much as they wanted. [12] And when they had eaten their ﬁll, he
told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” [13] So they
gathered them up and ﬁlled twelve baskets with fragments from the ﬁve barley loaves left
by those who had eaten. [14] When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said,
“This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of this passages?
|2|
Notice how often the words “more” and “much” are used in the ﬁrst passage.
What does the presence of these words indicate about the fruit Christ wishes to bear
in and through us?
|3|
Looking at the second passage, Jesus could have simply created a meal out of thin air and
yet He chose to take what the boy had and multiply it. God loves to take what meager
oﬀering we can bring and multiply it exponentially.
Have you ever taken time to think about Jesus’ method for multiplying the loaves and ﬁsh?
If He could multiply what the boy had to oﬀer, do you believe He could multiply what you
have to oﬀer as well?
|4|
What resources are at your disposal that God could multiply to bear “much fruit?”
What’s in your hands?
Do your best to go beyond the initial reﬂex to answer only in terms of ﬁnances.
|5|
If God multiplies that means that we aren’t responsible to provide everything, just what we
have. What do you have to oﬀer to God to be multiplied in bearing fruit?
|6|
As we conclude this series, what should you do in response to God’s call to bear fruit?
Is there an area of your life in which you desire God to multiply fruit?
Can we take time now to pray and ask Him for it?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passages today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission

&

