


focus.

sing | together 

Living Hope by Phil Wickham  

read | together 

Colossians 3:17 

[17] And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (ESV) 

Spend the next few minutes helping your  
group focus their attention on God. 



read.

Colossians 3:22–25 

[22] Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by 
way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 
[23] Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, [24] knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving 
the Lord Christ. [25] For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, 
and there is no partiality. (ESV) 

Colossians 4:1 

[1] Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a 
Master in heaven. (ESV)

Read the passage for today together as a group.  Then 
ask each individual to reread the passage and mark 
anything God illuminates.  



discuss.

| 1 | There is much to our passage today.  Did God illuminate anything as we read? 

| 2 | Though our passage today discusses the relationship between a householder 
and his bondservants, there is nonetheless much to learn about our work from 
Paul’s words to Colossians. 

What does a refusal to obey those in authority over us communicate about our 
character? 

What does Paul mean by eye-service?  How might that apply to your work 
environment?  What does it communicate about what you value? 

Are you a people pleaser?  What are the benefits and downfalls of people pleasing?  
What does God ultimately desire your motivation for work to be?  Why is our 
motivation sometimes more important than we give it credit? 

| 3 | We often separate the secular from the sacred, our work from our faith, but our 
passage describes work as an act of worship. 

Where have you seen the negative effects of the sacred/secular divide at work?   
What is God’s ultimate desire for your work? 
How is working heartily an act of worship in the workplace? 

| 4 | Christian work possesses a different motivation.  We worship God through our 
work rather than worshiping our work. 

When/Where have I found my life to be hidden with my work rather than Christ? 
What can I improve in my job for the glory of God? 
Who has God positioned me beside at work for a missional purpose?

Lead your group through the following discussion 
questions.  Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond 
to God’s direction.



pray.

| 1 | Take a moment to pray about your work and the people who fill your work 
domain.  Ask God to show you how you might worship Him through the work you 
do.  Respond in prayer. 

| 2 | Ask God if there is an area of disobedience He wants you to address or an area 
of obedience He wants you to pursue.  Respond in prayer.  Perhaps even pray aloud 
if you would like your group to know and help.

Direct your attention now to listening prayer.  Follow the 
prompts below as you guide your group to hear and obey 
God. 


