INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on Colossians 1:1-14.
Here we see Paul’s introduction to the book of Colossians.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
1) how Paul was seeking to encourage the Colossian church

READ
and re-read

COLOSSIANS 1:1-14

[1] Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
and Timothy our brother, [2] To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at
Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
[3] We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray
for you, [4] since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that
you have for all the saints, [5] because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.
Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, [6] which
has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and
increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and
understood the grace of God in truth, [7] just as you learned it from Epaphras our
beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf [8] and has
made known to us your love in the Spirit.
[9] And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that
you may be ﬁlled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, [10] so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; [11]
being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance
and patience with joy; [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has qualiﬁed you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in light. [13] He has delivered us from the domain of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, [14] in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of this passage?
|2|
What do we learn from Paul’s greeting in verses 1 & 2?
|3|
How does the hope you have in heaven
eﬀect your faith in Christ and love for all the saints?
|4|
Paul mentions prayer multiple times in this short passage.
What do we learn from these verses that shapes our personal prayer lives?
|5|
According to verses 10-14, what are the eﬀects of
being ﬁlled with the knowledge of God’s will (verse 9)?
|6|
Why is knowing God’s will “in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,” signiﬁcant in the
process of walking in a manner worthy of the Lord?
|7|
The Colossian church was under signiﬁcant pressure from multiple competing ideologies
popular in their city. Jewish spirituality and Roman philosophy both questioned the validity
of Jesus’ divine nature for diﬀering reasons. Nonetheless, we will ﬁnd that Paul’s letter
diligently works to encourage the Colossians to maintain a vibrant faith in Christ. Paul’s
insistence on attaining the highest knowledge from God (verse 9) is a testament of his
desire to encourage a church that would have felt demeaned for their faith.
Have you ever experienced someone seeking to make you feel less intelligent because of
your faith in Jesus? How can we respond in the face of demeaning accusations?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission
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