INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on Colossians 1:1-2, Philippians 3:3-11 & 1 Peter 2:9
Here we see an insistence on our new identity being found in Christ.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
1) that in Christ they possess a new identity.
2 ) that how we deﬁne ourselves makes an impact on how we think, feel and act.
3 ) that we can take practical steps to ﬁnd our identities in Christ.

READ
and re-read

Colossians 1:1-2
[1] Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
and Timothy our brother,
[2] To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father. (ESV)

Philippians 3:3–11
[3] For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory
in Christ Jesus and put no conﬁdence in the ﬂesh—[4] though I myself have
reason for conﬁdence in the ﬂesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason
for conﬁdence in the ﬂesh, I have more: [5] circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; [6] as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the
law, blameless. [7] But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
[8] Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suﬀered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ [9] and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—[10] that I may
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his suﬀerings, becoming
like him in his death, [11] that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection
from the dead. (ESV)

1 Peter 2:9
[9] But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of these passages?
|2|
Miriam Webster deﬁnes identity as
“the distinguishing character or personality of an individual”
What does it mean to ﬁnd your identity in someone or something?
|3|
In the Colossians passage, how would Paul referring to the Colossians as “saints and
faithful brothers,” shape the way they view themselves?
If Paul were to portray your identity in that same way what diﬀerence might it make in your
life if you were to believe him?
|4|
In the Philippians passage, what are some of the previous things in which Paul based his
identity? How does Paul view those things now in light of knowing Jesus?
Looking at life in North Dallas what are some of the accolades, positions of prominence,
and accomplishments around which people base their identity? Where are you tempted
to base your identity? Why is an identity founded in Christ superior to those identities?
|5|
In the 1 Peter passage, Christians are described as “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession.” When you wake in the morning are those
attributes that you attach to your identity? If you do what diﬀerence does it make?
If you did what diﬀerence would it make?
|6|
What are some practical ways you can develop an identity built around Jesus Christ?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passages today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission
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