INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on Colossians 1:15-23.
Here we behold the Supremacy of Christ.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
1) what each descriptive phrase means.
2 ) the preeminence or supremacy of Jesus Christ.
3 ) how beliefs are meant to inform actions.

READ
and re-read

COLOSSIANS 1:15-23

[15] He is the image of the invisible God, the ﬁrstborn
of all creation. [16] For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. [17] And he is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. [18] And he is the head
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the ﬁrstborn from the dead,
that in everything he might be preeminent. [19] For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, [20] and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his
cross.
[21] And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, [22] he
has now reconciled in his body of ﬂesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him, [23] if indeed you continue in the faith,
stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which
has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a
minister. (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of these passages?
| 2 | Activity
Because this passage is ﬁlled with such dense and signiﬁcant theological truths about
Jesus, it would be worth our time to dig in deep and make sure we understand each
phrase. To do so invite everyone in the circle to navigate to www.enduringword.com.
Once there, use the stack in the right corner to access commentary and then make
your way to Colossians and Chapter 1. If you’d like a shortcut just navigate to
enduringword.com/bible-commentary/colossians-1.
Once you have found your way to the commentary, divide up verses 15-20 amongst your
group. Have each member spend some time reading through Guzik’s interpretation of the
phrase they received. Once everyone has had time to ingest the information, go around
the circle and ask each person to either read or summarize Guzik’s interpretation of their
part of the passage. Continue on with this until you have covered all of verses 15-20.
|3|
Did our time of in depth study and sharing help you gain understanding about one or more
attributes of Christ? If so, share with us what you learned.
|4|
What impact would this passage have made on its original audience?
What impact does it have on you?
|5|
What do we learn additionally about Christ from verses 21-23?
|6|
Its important to be capable of seeing the connection between orthodoxy (correct beliefs)
and orthopraxy (correct actions).
How might understanding Christ more fully impact the way we live our lives?
Is there a practical application for what we studied today?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission
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