INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on Colossians 1:24-29.
Here we discuss God’s work in the suﬀerings of Paul.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
1) how Paul rejoiced in his suﬀerings.
2 ) the place of proclaiming, warning and teaching Christ in the Christian life.
3 ) the signiﬁcance of working with God’s energy.

READ
and re-read

COLOSSIANS 1:24-29

[24] Now I rejoice in my suﬀerings for your sake, and
in my ﬂesh I am ﬁlling up what is lacking in Christ's aﬄictions for the sake of
his body, that is, the church, [25] of which I became a minister according to
the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of
God fully known, [26] the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now
revealed to his saints. [27] To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. [28] Him we proclaim, warning everyone and
teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature
in Christ. [29] For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully
works within me. (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of this passage?
|2|
How could Paul rejoice in his suﬀerings?
How can we rejoice even in our own suﬀerings?
|3|
Paul’s stewardship was from God - to Paul - for the Colossians.
What in your life is from God to you for the sake of others?
|4|
What does “Christ in you, the hope of glory” mean in verse 27?
|5|
How are we warning people?
How are we teaching people?
How are we helping people mature in Christ? (vs 28)
|6|
According to verse 29, how can Paul continue his work despite the hardships and
exhaustion that accompany it? What can we learn from Paul here?
|7|
What can we learn about “work ethic” from this passage?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission

&

