INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on Colossians 2:1-5.
Here we discuss God’s work in the suﬀerings of Paul.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
1) the purpose of all Paul’s struggling.
2 ) the way God’s wisdom and knowledge protect us from delusion.
3 ) Paul’s joy in seeing the Colossian church thrive.

READ
and re-read

COLOSSIANS 2:1-5

[1] For I want you to know how great a struggle I
have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me
face to face, [2] that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in
love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the
knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, [3] in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. [4] I say this in order that no one may
delude you with plausible arguments. [5] For though I am absent in body,
yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the ﬁrmness
of your faith in Christ. (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of this passage?
|2|
Paul not only experiences struggles in his life, but also struggles to fulﬁll the purpose
God has set before him. What is the diﬀerence between facing struggles and
struggling towards a purpose? What do they have in common?
|3|
What is Paul struggling to accomplish?
What is his purpose?
Do you resonate with that purpose?
|4|
Why is understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery so important for the Colossians
to receive? Why is it so important for us to receive?
|5|
Have you encountered arguments in our day and time that seek to delude the gospel?
What are those and how can we prepare for them?
How does God’s wisdom and understanding protect us from delusion?
| 6 | Activity
Take a moment to get into a posture of prayer. (Heads bowed and eyes closed)
Now have someone read the passage one more time as everyone listens.
Have the group prayerfully ask God to illuminate what they need to hear.
Spend a moment ruminating of what was read.
Did God reveal anything to you as we listened?
Did He cause anything to stand out that you would be willing to share?
(You may have to encourage your people here)

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission
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