


CARE 
in subsets if needed  
(15 min)

| 1 | 

Looking back on the last week,  
what is one thing you’re thankful for   

and one thing we can pray for? 

| 2 | 

Did you get a chance to practice and/or share anything  
we discussed in group or Kevin discussed in the sermon? 

| 3 |  

Is there an area of obedience in your life  
for which you’d like prayer or accountability? 

(If someone shared in previous weeks, graciously ask them  
how its going here if appropriate or offline outside group if not)   

Use discernment here regarding time and content 



FOCUS

| Prayer of Invocation | 
- aloud together - 

“God give me a deep humility,  
a well-guided zeal,  

a burning love and a single eye,  
and then let men or devils do their worst.”  

| Amen |  

A prayer of George Whitfield 



James 4:13–17 

[13] Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and 
such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”—[14] yet 
you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a 
mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. [15] Instead you ought 

to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” [16] As it is, you boast 
in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. [17] So whoever knows the right 

thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. (ESV)

READ 
and re-read



| 1 |  

What are the main ideas of this passage? 

| 2 | 

On Sunday, Pastor Kevin said, “A lot of us are making career plans and relationship 
plans…you’re making plans…and James shows us that there’s a wrong way to make 

plans and a right way. 

What is God’s place in your plans? 

| 3 | 

Oftentimes our problem isn’t planning, its posture.   
We profess our faith in God and yet live practically as if He doesn’t exist.   

We have a faith that but not a faith in. 
   

Think carefully about your life.  How does your faith practically shape the way you live? 
(Leaders this is a time for hearty encouragement and gentle rebuke, if needed.  Don’t let your 

group get away with easy answers without putting in some thought)     

| 4 | 

Let’s drill a bit deeper into the previous question.   

How does faith in God inform and shape the way you work? 
How does faith in God inform and shape your marriage? 

How does faith in God inform and shape your parenting? 
How does faith in God inform and shape your finances? 

How does faith in God inform and shape your friendships?  

We could go on and on, but the point is clear.  God desires to be involved in our plans.  He 
doesn’t want to be compartmentalized or held at a distance; believed in but not trusted. 

| 5 | 
  

Verse 7 discusses sins of omission. (Knowing what to do and simply choosing not to do it) 
Are there any sins of omission that require repentance and action in your life?   

Is there a step of faith you need to take? 

DISCUSS 
(30 min)



OBEY 
(10 min)

| 1 | 

Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today? 

| 2 |  

Is there something you need to do   
- and/or - 

someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today? 
 (write response on the accountability card) 

+ + + 

Prayer of Commission



&


