INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on Luke 14:12-24.
Here we discover good news for the outcast.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
a) God’s desire to make outcasts treasured friends.
b) our tendency to grow accustomed to God’s invitation
and in turn reject or refuse it for lesser things.
c) that we are called to be bearers of the “good news”
that God invites outcasts to His table.

READ
and re-read

Luke 14:12-24

[12] He said also to the man who had invited him, “When
you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your
relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. [13]
But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, [14] and
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the just.”
[15] When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said
to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” [16] But he
said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. [17] And at the
time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited,
‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ [18] But they all alike began to make excuses. The ﬁrst
said to him, ‘I have bought a ﬁeld, and I must go out and see it. Please have me
excused.’ [19] And another said, ‘I have bought ﬁve yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them.
Please have me excused.’ [20] And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.’ [21] So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the
master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and
lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ [22] And the servant
said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ [23] And the master
said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that
my house may be ﬁlled. [24] For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste
my banquet.’” (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of this passage?
|2|
We have all felt marginalized, like an outcast, at some time or another in our lives.
Have you ever experienced the joy of having someone reach out and make an outcast
feel treasured? If so, would you share that experience with us?
Today we’ll discuss “good news” for the outcast.
Background.
“Jesus was in the midst of a Sabbath dinner party that had grown quite intense. The party became
tension-ﬁlled from the moment Jesus stepped through the door because the religious leaders
“were watching him carefully.” They had been invited to the dinner for just that purpose. And the
tension escalated when he healed a man of dropsy, then silenced his would-be critics with a deft
question and an allusion to their own rabbinical practice of rescuing mere animals but not people
on the Sabbath. As if that were not enough, Jesus went on to criticize both the guests and the host the guests for seeking the seats of honor, and the host for inviting only those who could return the
favor. Everyone in the room had been deliberately insulted by Jesus.”

- R Kent Hughes
|3|
What do Jesus’ directions to invite “the poor, the crippled, the lame, [and] the blind” tell us
about His intentions for those who ﬁnd themselves in the margins of life and faith?
|4|
There were three individuals invited to the feast who gave excuses not to come.
What do their excuses communicate about them?
Are you ever guilty of refusing God’s invitation in favor of lesser oﬀers?
|5|
The inclusivity of inviting outcasts and gentiles to the feast shows us God’s earnest desire
to bring the Kingdom to those who you wouldn’t think could receive it.
Who are the outcasts in our context?
Who are those that people might think stand outside the Kingdom of God?
How can we bring the “good news” to them?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission

&

