INTRO
in subsets if needed
(15 min)

CARE
Looking back on the last week,
what is one thing for which you’re thankful
and one thing for which we can pray?
Pray.
—

FOCUS
Today we’re placing our attention on Matthew 13:31-35
Here we read the parable of the mustard seed and yeast in dough.
Focus your time and attention on helping the group understand
a) the inside to outside nature of kingdom growth and transformation.
b) that kingdom growth is gradual and may start small.
c) that God has gloriously shown throughout history this parable to be true.

READ
and re-read

Matthew 13:31-35

[31] He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his ﬁeld. [32] It is
the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”
[33] He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven
that a woman took and hid in three measures of ﬂour, till it was all leavened.”
[34] All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said
nothing to them without a parable. [35] This was to fulﬁll what was spoken by the
prophet:
“I will open my mouth in parables;
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the
world.” (ESV)

DISCUSS
(30 min)
|1|
What are the main ideas of this passage?
|2|
What is Jesus trying to communicate through the Parable of the Mustard Seed?
Similarly, what is Jesus trying to communicate through the Parable of the Yeast?
|3|
Has anyone here ever baked with yeast? How does yeast eﬀect dough? What is there
to learn about the Kingdom of God from this understanding of the metaphor?

|4|
What do you think it means that “birds of the air come and make nests in its branches?”
How is this parable prophetic of the growth and expansion of Christianity?
|5|
What do these parables teach us about what happens when a person or people become
(the dome where Jesus is King)? How does that form our commitment to mission?

OBEY
(10 min)

|1|
Are there any principles to apply or commands to obey from our passage today?
|2|
Is there something you need to do
- and/or someone you need to tell in response to what you’ve learned today?
+++
Prayer of Commission
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