HOLY WEEK

WELCOME TO HOLY WEEK
The week preceding Easter is commonly

r e f e r r e d t o a s Ho l y We e k . I t i s d u r i n g t h i s

time that Christians have the opportunity to
retrace the steps and story of Jesus' passion

f o r h u m a n i t y . Hi s d e a t h . a n d Hi s
resurrection.

++
++

Legacy Church invites you to use this devotional guide for the next week as
you engage the Easter story in a way that is fun and beneficial for the whole
family.
Each day has a Scripture reading that will help you learn more about the
Easter story. The day's scripture reading will be indicated by the Gold
"Scripture Reading" for adults and Blue "Read" for families with children.
Contained within each day is a devotional aspect to what we are reading. For
adults. this will be indicated by the section heading "Devotional Reading". For
the families. this will be built into the aforementioned "Read" section.
After the Scripture and Devotional reading. there will be an opportunity to
reflect on what you have just read. Adults will use the "Reflection" section.
while families will use "Reflect". The kids reflection section includes fun family
activities that will help the story come alive for the children.
And finally. there will be a closing "Prayer" prompt for you to end your time.
For families. some days you will have a full prompt. others you will have
suggestions of what to "Pray".
It is our hope and prayer this devotional guide will serve you well as you seek
to engage the story of Jesus' life. death. and resurrection thi s Easter.
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PALM SUNDAY
For use with your kids or grandkids

I

Pray a

prayer like this: "The Lord is good to me. and
so I thank the Lord for giving me the things I
need: the sun. the rain. the apple seed. The
Lord is good to me!"
Read: (Luke 19:28-40) The dusty roads

But there were a few people who were not

leading into Jerusalem were anything but

happy about all this. Some of the men in the

quiet. A buzz of excitement filled the air as

crowd told Jesus to tell the people to stop

people got ready for the Passover party,

shouting and to stop calling Him the King,

the biggest holiday of the year. Everyone

and to stop worshipping Him.

was trying to get to Jerusalem to celebrate.
There were mommies and daddies.

Jesus told them: "If these people were to be

grandmas and grandpas. uncles and aunts.

quiet and not worship Me as their King. then

boys and girls. and even lots of animals.

the rocks would cry out in worship." Jesus and

Most people came into town riding on

the donkey continued on their way into the

camels. followed by sheep screaming

city of Jerusalem. as the shouts of the people

"Baaa!" and cows singing "Moo!" The boys

continued. "HOSANNA! HOSANNA! Blessed be

and girls were laughing and singing.

the King that comes in the name of the Lord!
BLESSED BE THE KING! HOSANNA!"

When Jesus came close to town. He sent
two of His disciples in to find a donkey for

Reflect: What did you learn? Jesus is the Lord.

Him to ride. He told them to tell anyone

He is the King over all things and we need to

who asked that "The LORD needs it." The

praise and worship Him and give Him

disciples wanted to obey Jesus. so they

thanks. Will you thank God for Jesus?

brought the donkey to Him. As Jesus
entered into Jerusalem for the great

Find a rock and write "Hosanna" on it.

celebration. He rode on the donkey they

Decorate the rock and place it where you can

had brought to Him.

see it often.

Many of the mommies and daddies.

Pray: Thank you God. for Your Son. Jesus. who

grandmas and grandpas. uncles and aunts.

came to us as the King. Thank you. Jesus. for

and boys and girls walked in front of Him.

being a good King who loves us. Amen.

spreading out palm tree leaves on the
ground. They sang out praises to Jesus and
called Him their King!
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HOLY MONDAY
Open ing Prayer: Our Lord Jesus . whose word
is a lways author ity, speak to me n ow an d
give me ears to hear so that I may hear Your
true word s. Amen .

Scripture Reading: Matthew 21

Devotiona l Rea ding: Do we buy a particular home on the basis of the call of
God. or because of the availability of money? Do we buy a new car because we
can afford it. or because God instructed us to buy a new car? If money
determines what we do or do not do. then money is our boss. If God
determines what we do or do not do. then God is our boss. My money may say
to me. "you have enough to buy that." but my God might say to me. "I don't
want you to have it." Now. who am I to obey?
--From Money. Sex a nd Power by Richard J. Foster

Reflection: What things have you allowed to become boss? I've heard it said
that a look at your checkbook and your datebook will reveal what controls you!
Choose something to give up tomorrow (Tuesday) and replace that time/thing
with something that points you towards Christ. (Idea: go unplugged for a day:
Facebook. Twitter. etc.: don't watch TV for the day: turn off talk radio.)

Pra yer: May I not be conformed to this world system and its limited thinking.
May I think with eternity in mind. Please continue to transform me through
the renewing of my mind so I will know by personal experience all that is in
Your will. Amen.
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Monday. April 15th

HOLY MONDAY
For use with your kids or grandkids

Pray a

prayer like this: "God be in my head, And in

my understanding. God be in my eyes. And in
my looking. God be in my mouth, And in my
speaking. God be in my heart. And in my
thinking."

Read : (John 2:13-22} When Jesus had come

Reflect: What did you learn? Jesus did not

into Jerusalem for the Passover

want people ·selling God ." He wanted them

celebration. He went to the temple

to know God and pray to God.

(church building}. This should have been a
special place where God's people would

With construction paper, cut out (or draw} a

pray and worship God . But the people

large heart. Write "God wants a clean heart" in

were not praying. Instead . Jesus found

the center. Place it on your mirror or on the

people had set up tables...and they were

fridge so you can be reminded of God's desire

selling animals and making money at the

for us. Let's also pray to God that we would

temple. They were trying to get rich off of

know Him better.

God and by cheating God's people. This
made Jesus very sad.

Pray: Thank you God . for Your Son. Jesus, who
came to give us a clean heart. Thank you.

Jesus went up to their tables and knocked

Jesus, for loving us and giving us Your

them over. He said to them: ·take these

goodness. Amen.

things away and do not make my Father's
house a place to make money." This was a
special place for God. They should not
think about their money here. They should
think about God and about how God loves
all people. Jesus then began teaching
people about who God is and that God
wants us to have a clean heart. Some of
the people listened and they began to love
Jesus and pray to God.
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HOLY TUESDAY

Open ing Prayer: A t Your word. 0 Lord, the
world s were created, and by Your word new
l ife is given. Open now my ears that I may
hear Your spec ial word spoken to me tod ay.
Amen.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 22

Devotional Reading: According to Matthew. Mark and Luke. on the Tuesday
before He was crucified. Jesus returned to Jerusalem where He was
confronted by the Temple leadership for what He did the day before. They
questioned His authority. He also taught extensively using parables and other
forms. There is the parable of the vineyard (Matthew 21:33-46) and the parable
of the wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1). There is also the teaching on paying
taxes (Matthew 22:15) and the rebuke of the Sadducees who deny the
resurrection (Matthew 22:23). There is also the fearful prophecy about the
destruction of Jerusalem if the inhabitants do not come to faith in Him. He
warned that not one stone would be left on another (Matthew 24). Choose one
of these teachings of Jesus and read it thoroughly.

Reflection: Jesus was often called "Great Teacher," and rightly so. as by His
words and deeds He helped us to understand the mysteries of the universe.
What is the last "new" thing you learned from the words of God in the
scriptures?

Prayer: And now Jesus. God's Word in flesh. I hear You knocking and I open the
door. Come into my heart and mind. and speak to me from that interior place
- all the day long. Amen.
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Tuesday, April 16th

HOLY TUESDAY

For use with your kids or grandkids

Pray a

prayer like this: "Two eyes to look to God;

two ears to hear His word; two feet to walk

in His ways; two lips to sing His praise; two
hands to do His will; and one heart to love
Him still."

Read: (Matthew 22:34-40) We know from

Sing a song with your kids. something like

the Bible that "God is love." and we sing

"Jesus Loves the Little Children·

the song "Jesus Loves the Little Children."
The Bible also tells us that we should love.

Jesus loves the little children

Jesus told people: "Love God with all your

All the children of the world

heart and all of your mind and energy. This

Red. brown. yellow

is the most important thing you can do.

Black and white

The next most important thing is to love

They are precious in His sight.

and care for others:

Jesus loves the little children
Of the world.

Reflect: If they are able. help your children
to memorize as much of Matthew 22:37-39

Jesus died for all the children

as they can. You may want to write it out

All the children of the world

in a simple form for younger kids (i.e. "Love

Red, brown. yellow

God and Love People").

Black and white
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus died for all the children
Of the world.

Jesus replied.· 'Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.
Love him with all your mind.' This is the

Jesus rose for all the children

first and most important commandment.

All the children of the world

And the second is like it. 'Love your

Red. brown. yellow

neighbor as you love yourself.'

Black and white

- Matthew 22:37-39 [NlrV]

They are precious in His sight.
Jesus rose for all the children
Of the world.
Songwriters: Donna J. Krieger. George F. Root
Pray: Thank You. Jesus for teaching us about
God's love.
LEGACY
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HOLY WEDNESDAY

Op ening Pra y er: Mercifu l and loving God ,

come seeking quiet communion with You. In
this p lace ap art from confusion and stress,

grant me sti l lness of heart and quietness in
Your p resence. A men.

Scripture Reading: Psalm 121
Devotional Reading: When you are sad, tired, lonely, and full of suffering, take
refuge in the sanctuary of your soul and there you will find your Brother. your
Friend. Jesus. who will console you. support you and strengthen you.
--From Meditations of a Hermit by Charles de Foucauld
The world is the place where we meet God because it is the place where God
meets us in the person of Jesus Christ. Christ did not merely inhabit human
flesh; he became flesh. He made Himself. as God, to be one with humanity in
the concrete. historical realities of human life. Truly, God has entered into the
world and it is in the world that Christians must turn to find God.
--From Merton's Palace of Nowhere by James Finley

Reflection: Put your 'antennas up.' Be actively watching and listening for God
at work in the world around you. How might He be speaking to you? How is He
working in the lives of those around you? Make notes throughout the day
today or tomorrow (use pen and paper. or your favorite app) each time you
find yourself more aware of God's presence.

Prayer: (From the Hymn 'Tell Out. My Soul") Tell out. my soul. the greatness of
God's name! Make known God's might. whose wondrous deeds has done;
God's mercy sure. from age to age the same; God's holy name. the Lord. the
mighty One.
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Wednesday, April 17th

HOLY WEDNESDAY
For use with your kids or grandkids

I

Pray a

prayer like this: "Oh God. You are my God.

And I will ever praise You. I will seek You in

the morning, And I will learn to walk in Your
ways. And step by step You'll lead me. And I

will follow You all of my days."
Re ad: (Matthe w 26:6-13) It was almost time

Reflect: What did you learn? The woman

for the Passover party, and Jesus was

wanted to show Jesus how much she loved

spending time with His frie nds. Simon was

Him. You can show Jesus you love Him. too.

the re , and so we re Pe te r, and Matthew,

Grab some lotion and rub it on your hands

and John, and others! Jesus and His friends

(similarly to the woman who poured the oil

were sitting on the floor relaxing and

on Jesus). As you do, share some ideas of

talking.

how you can show Jesus you love Him. (You
might start by praying and telling Jesus you

While they were talking, a woman came

love Him!)

into the room carrying a jar of oil. The oil
was worth a lot of mone y! She poured the

Pray: Thank You Jesus for Your love towards

oil out onto Je sus· head and onto Jesus·

us. We want to love You with our whole heart

fe e t. Jesus· friends got upset at the

and we want to show You every day that we

woman. They thought she had wasted the

care about You.

oil. The oil was worth a lot of money!
Jesus knew the woman had poured the oil
on Him because she kne w He was God's
Son and he r Lord. She loved Jesus and
wanted to worship Him. Jesus told His
friends the woman had done a good thing.
She thought Jesus was worth more than
oil and money.
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GOOD FRIDAY
Opening Pra yer: Lor d Jesus Ch r ist. Son of the
liv ing God . we p raise You for Your passion.
cr oss. and death on behalf of h umanit y . Give
mer c y and grace to us; for w ith the Father
and the Hol y S p ir it You live and reign, one
God . now and for ever . Amen.

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 52:13-53:12; John 18:1-19:37

Devotiona l Reading: All through the night. Jesus was locked in the dungeon of
the high priest's house. Early this morning. He was brought before Pilate. who
transferred his case to Herod. Herod sent him back to Pilate who. sometime in
the mid-morning. bowed to the pressure of the Temple leadership and the
crowds. and condemned Jesus to a horrible death by crucifixion. In the late
morning. Jesus was taken by the soldiers through the city and up the hillside
of Golgotha . By noon He was nailed to the cross where He hung in agony for
some three hours. He died around three in the a fternoon. He was taken down
from the cross and placed in the tomb hastily before sundown.

Reflection: Join us for an intimate Good Friday service and Communion
beginning at 6:30 pm through which we will remember what Jesus did for us
on the cross and how his death frees us from sin and shame. Childcare is
available for Birth - Kinder.
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Friday, April 19th

HOLY SATURDAY
Opening Prayer: 0 God , Creator of heaven
and earth: Grant that. as the crucified bod y
of you r d ear S on was laid in the tomb and
rested on this holy S abbath. so we may await
with Him the coming of the third d ay , and
rise with Him to newness of life: who now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit.
one God . for ever and ever. A men.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:57-66; John 19:38-42
Devotional Reading: The body of Jesus was in the tomb. but His soul was
among the dead to announce the kingdom. "The hour is coming. and now is.
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God. and those who hear it will
live" (John 5:25).
Consider what it must have been like for the dead in Sheol to awaken to the
voice of J esus! Meanwhile. the disciples. heartbroken at the death of Jesus.
observed the Jewish Sabbath in sorrow. They had forgotten the promise of
Jesus, that He would rise. We cannot forget His promise. We cannot forget.
Consider minimizing your schedule on this day. Allow time for your family and
your community to gather as we wait together. anticipating tomorrow's
celebration of Christ's resurrection.
Reflection: Join our Easter Celebration on Sunday, April 21 at 9:00 & 11:00 am.
Together we will celebrate the Risen Lord in two joyful services. Childcare is
available for Birth - Kinder. No other ministry programming is held this Sunday.
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Saturday, April 20th

EASTER SUNDAY
For use with your kids or grandkids

I

Pray a

prayer like this: "He is Lord. He is Lord. He is
risen from the dead and He is Lord! Every
knee shall bow; Every tongue confess. that
Jesus Christ is Lord."

Read: (Luke 23:44-46; 24:1-10) It was a sad

Then the angels said to the women: "Jesus is

day. Bad men didn't like Jesus. They put

not here! He died for your sins. but He has

Him on a cross to die. It was in the middle

risen! He is alive!!" It was a happy day!

of the day (about the time you might eat

The women were happy. They were excited!

lunch)...but it was very dark outside. like

They ran to tell Jesus· other friends the Good

nighttime.

News - Jesus had risen! He is alive! It was a
happy day.

The sun had stopped shining. There was a
big earthquake (the ground was shaking
really hard). Jesus called out in a loud

Reflect: What did you learn? Jesus died for

voice: "Father. God. I give my life to

our sins. Later. He rose from the dead and was

You." After He said this. he took His last

alive again! Jesus died and rose again so we

breath.

could be forgiven for our sins and have a real
relationship with God. Do you want to have a

It was a sad day. Some people put Jesus

relationship with God?

into a big cave and closed the cave with a
big rock. Jesus· friends went home

Friday was sad but Sunday was glad. Let's

together. They couldn't see Him and talk

make a card to mail a friend this week. Give

to Him anymore. It was a sad day.

your child some paper and crayons to send a
card to a loved one. Let us also pray to God

On Sunday. some of the women who were

that we would know Him better.

Jesus· friends said: "Let's go to the place
where they put Jesus." So they went to the

Pray: Thank you God. for Your Son. Jesus. who

cave. When they got to the place where

came to give us new life. Thank you. Jesus. for

the cave was. they looked...and the big

loving us through Your life. death. and

rock had been moved away from the cave.

resurrection. Amen.

It was open! They went inside...and saw a
very bright light. It was two very bright
lights...and the lights were shining from
two men. The men were God's angels!
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