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N O T E S

NOTE FROM JF

LEARNING FROM THE CHRIST
As we conclude our series on the Three
Kings, you will have noticed that this is
actually a fourth week… so how does that
compute? Well it factors in because Jesus
is our sovereign Lord and our King forever.
Hopefully, today's lesson will allow us to
see Christ's fulfillment in all of God's
promises and goodness towards His
people.

PRAYER INITIATIVE

COUNTRIES FOR THIS QUARTER
In conjunction with Legacy Missions, our Life
Groups will begin praying for the countries
listed on the cards that leaders were given.
Please pray for one country each week and
ask God for a heart that is sensitive to the
needs of Albania, Haiti, India, and Uganda.
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PRAYER

A PSALM OF DAVID
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,
Your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
Your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you
save, O Lord. How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
Psalm 36:5-7
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SELECTED READINGS FROM 2 SAMUEL

2 SAMUEL 7 {ESV}
1 Now when the king lived in
his house and the Lord had
given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies,
2 the king said to Nathan the
prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of
God dwells in a tent.”
3 And Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that is in your
heart, for the Lord is with
you.”
4 But that same night the
word of the Lord came to
Nathan,
5 “Go and tell my servant
David, ‘Thus says the Lord:
Would you build me a house
to dwell in?
6 I have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the
people of Israel from Egypt to
this day, but I have been
moving about in a tent for my
dwelling.
7 In all places where I have
moved with all the people of
Israel, did I speak a word with
any of the judges of Israel,
whom I commanded to
shepherd my people Israel,
saying, “Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?”’
8 Now, therefore, thus you
shall say to my servant David,
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I
took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep, that
you should be prince over my
people Israel.
9 And I have been with you
wherever you went and have
cut off all your enemies from
before you. And I will make
for you a great name, like the
name of the great ones of the
earth.
10 And I will appoint a place
for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may
dwell in their own place and
be disturbed no more. And
violent men shall afflict them
no more, as formerly,

11 from the time that I
appointed judges over my
people Israel. And I will give
you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover, the Lord
declares to you that the Lord
will make you a house.
12 When your days are
fulfilled and you lie down
with your fathers, I will raise
up your offspring after you,
who shall come from your
body, and I will establish his
kingdom.
13 He shall build a house for
my name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom
forever.
14 I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son.
When he commits iniquity, I
will discipline him with the
rod of men, with the stripes of
the sons of men,
15 but my steadfast love will
not depart from him, as I took
it from Saul, whom I put away
from before you.
16 And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me. Your
throne shall be established
forever.’”
17 In accordance with all
these words, and in
accordance with all this
vision, Nathan spoke to David.
18 Then King David went in
and sat before the Lord and
said, “Who am I, O Lord God,
and what is my house, that
you have brought me thus far?
19 And yet this was a small
thing in your eyes, O Lord
God. You have spoken also of
your servant's house for a
great while to come, and this
is instruction for mankind, O
Lord God!
20 And what more can David
say to you? For you know your
servant, O Lord God!
21 Because of your promise,
and according to your own
heart, you have brought about
all this greatness, to make
your servant know it.

22 Therefore you are great, O
Lord God. For there is none
like you, and there is no God
besides you, according to all
that we have heard with our
ears.
23 And who is like your
people Israel, the one nation
on earth whom God went to
redeem to be his people,
making himself a name and
doing for them great and
awesome things by driving out
before your people, whom you
redeemed for yourself from
Egypt, a nation and its gods?
24 And you established for
yourself your people Israel to
be your people forever. And
you, O Lord, became their
God.
25 And now, O Lord God,
confirm forever the word that
you have spoken concerning
your servant and concerning
his house, and do as you have
spoken.
26 And your name will be
magnified forever, saying, ‘The
Lord of hosts is God over
Israel,’ and the house of your
servant David will be
established before you.
27 For you, O Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel, have made
this revelation to your servant,
saying, ‘I will build you a
house.’ Therefore your servant
has found courage to pray this
prayer to you.
28 And now, O Lord God, you
are God, and your words are
true, and you have promised
this good thing to your
servant.
29 Now therefore may it
please you to bless the house
of your servant, so that it may
continue forever before you.
For you, O Lord God, have
spoken, and with your
blessing shall the house of
your servant be blessed
forever.”

D I S C U S S
UTILIZING THE CHAPTER FROM
THE PREVIOUS PAGE, PASTOR
KEVIN'S SERMON, AND YOUR
OWN BIBLE STUDY SKILLS,
DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS.

1) In recent years, home improvement shows have been very popular. Fixer Upper is personally one of Becca's and my
favorite shows because of the humor, the beauty, and the fact that it's in Texas. This show takes homes that seem less
than ideal and makes it something special for the family that will live in it. So as I read the first several verses of
2 Samuel 7, I imagine David and Nathan's conversation going a little bit like Chip and Joanna Gaines, just probably with
less shiplap involved.
However, God spoke to Nathan later that night to tell David it was not in God's plans for David to build a temple. As
one commentator put it --

"God rejected David's suggestion that he build a temple for the Lord and gave three reasons. First, there was no pressing need to do so
since the ark had resided in tents since the Exodus (v. 6). The tent it currently occupied was the one David had pitched for it in
Jerusalem (6:17), not the tabernacle that stood then at Gibeon (1 Chron. 16:1, 39; 21:28-30). Second, God had not commanded His
people to build Him a permanent temple (v. 7). Before God raised up Israel's kings, He Himself had dealt with the tribes of Israel,
during the judges period (v. 7). At that time the leaders of the tribes were responsible to shepherd the Israelites in their areas. Third,
David was an inappropriate person to build a temple since he had shed much blood (v. 5; 1 Chron. 22:8; 28:3). David had become
ritually unclean because of all the killing he had been responsible for during his long reign. This was not true of Solomon (cf. 1 Kings
6:1)."

We can see from this that good and godly ideas are not always God's ideas. Following what God has called us to is more
important that having good ideas with good results. As we consider this reality, let us also consider for a moment what is
it that God has called us to? Specifically, what is it that God has asked of you to do according to His will and plans? Can
you share a time when you really sought to do something for God but it wasn't His plan or calling? What happened to
help you understand that it was not God's will? What emotions or thoughts came about as a result of this? What is the
value of having godly friends and advisors, such as Nathan, to help you discern God's call and will? How might you learn
from David's response in this chapter as you may experience a similar situation in the future?
2) The Lexham Theological Wordbook defines covenant as --

"a legally binding agreement between two parties. It is often solemnized or ratified by an oath or other means and usually places
demands on one or both parties. Covenants played a major role in the ancient Near East, which made them a useful way for God to
relate to his people and demonstrate his commitment to them. God’s covenant with Israel is the primary concept used to describe his
relationship with his people."

What is beneficial for us to see is that unlike a contract which helps an individual protect themself, a covenant is in place
to help serve and benefit the other person. For example, God's covenants with His people didn't protect Himself but
magnifies how He gives of Himself for the sake of the nation of Israel.
Utilizing 2 Samuel 7, and referencing 1 Chronicles 17:11-14 and 2 Chronicles 6:16, use your observation skills and list
the major aspects of the Davidic Covenant. What do you see within this covenant that encourages you? Surprises you?
Brings you to a place of awe? Why is the Davidic Covenant an important part of the Christian history and reality for
believers today?
3) In the second half of chapter 7 we see David's prayer. It highlights David's love and affection for God, also while
demonstrating his faith and desire to be obedient. In fact, Pastor Kevin encouraged us to read this prayer multiple times
this week. Let us begin this practice now by spending a moment making observations of verses 18-29.
What are some of the observations you have made of David and his heart from this section? Is there anything you can
apply or begin praying yourself? What would your life look like if you "sat before the Lord" to continually seek God's will
and direction in your life? What is some of the detriment to your spiritual life that takes place when you don't sit before
God when seeking to make a decision?
4) Finally, Jesus is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. Only in Him is everything established and comes to
completion. In what ways have you found yourself thankful for Jesus' life, death, and resurrection this last week? Share
with the group one way you desire to praise Jesus for His goodness and faithfulness this week.

CONCLUSION
MAKING THE MOST OF OUR TIME
TOGETHER WHEN WE CLOSE
OUR TIME OUT.

Prayer:
Conclude your time in prayer,
similarly to David as he sat
before God, thanking the Lord for
His goodness and faithfulness.

Benediction:
May goodness and lovingkindness follow you all the days
of your life so that you can say
(as David did), the Lord is my
Shepherd, I shall not want.

