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O P E N I N G
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N O T E S

NOTE FROM JF

LEARNING FROM THE BAD
This new series is going to be an exciting
one. Driven by Scripture and inspired by
one of Pastor Kevin's favorite books, A Tale
of Three Kings will help us to discern godly
and ungodly living and motives as we seek
to be faithfully obedient disciples of
Christ. I pray that this study on Saul is
beneficial to you and your group.
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PRAYER INITIATIVE

COUNTRIES FOR THIS QUARTER

In conjunction with Legacy Missions, our Life
Groups will begin praying for the countries
listed on the cards that leaders were given.
Please pray for one country each week and
ask God for a heart that is sensitive to the
needs of Albania, Haiti, India, and Uganda.
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LESSON AIMS

KNOW AND DO

As we engage the weekly curriculum, we should
be aiming not only to "know" things about God
and His ways, but we should also seek to "do"
something in response. As a result of today's
lesson, each person will IDENTIFY who King
Saul is by listing 3 attributes of Saul AND will
EVALUATE how Saul did not act in faithful
obedience to God so that they can seek to be
obedient when God calls them to do
something.
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PRAYER

FROM THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

O God our heavenly Father, You have blessed us and given us
dominion over all the earth: Increase our reverence before
the mystery of life; and give us new insight into Your purposes
for the human race, and new wisdom and determination in
making provision for its future in accordance with Your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

K I N G

S A U L

SELECTED READINGS FROM 1 SAMUEL

1 SAMUEL 8 {ESV}

1 When Samuel became old, he made his
sons judges over Israel.
2 The name of his firstborn son was Joel,
and the name of his second, Abijah; they
were judges in Beersheba.
3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but
turned aside after gain. They took bribes
and perverted justice.
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered
together and came to Samuel at Ramah
5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old
and your sons do not walk in your ways.
Now appoint for us a king to judge us like
all the nations.”
6 But the thing displeased Samuel when
they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And
Samuel prayed to the Lord.
7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the
voice of the people in all that they say to
you, for they have not rejected you, but
they have rejected me from being king
over them.
8 According to all the deeds that they
have done, from the day I brought them
up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking
me and serving other gods, so they are
also doing to you.
9 Now then, obey their voice; only you
shall solemnly warn them and show them
the ways of the king who shall reign over
them.”
10 So Samuel told all the words of the
Lord to the people who were asking for a
king from him.
11 He said, “These will be the ways of the
king who will reign over you: he will take
your sons and appoint them to his
chariots and to be his horsemen and to
run before his chariots.

12 And he will appoint for himself
commanders of thousands and
commanders of fifties, and some to plow
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to
make his implements of war and the
equipment of his chariots.
13 He will take your daughters to be
perfumers and cooks and bakers.
14 He will take the best of your fields and
vineyards and olive orchards and give
them to his servants.
15 He will take the tenth of your grain and
of your vineyards and give it to his officers
and to his servants.
16 He will take your male servants and
female servants and the best of your
young men and your donkeys, and put
them to his work.
17 He will take the tenth of your flocks,
and you shall be his slaves.
18 And in that day you will cry out
because of your king, whom you have
chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will
not answer you in that day.”
19 But the people refused to obey the
voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But
there shall be a king over us,
20 that we also may be like all the
nations, and that our king may judge us
and go out before us and fight our
battles.”
21 And when Samuel had heard all the
words of the people, he repeated them in
the ears of the Lord.
22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey
their voice and make them a king.”
Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go
every man to his city.”

K I N G

S A U L

SELECTED READINGS FROM 1 SAMUEL

1 SAMUEL 9 {ESV}
1 There was a man of Benjamin whose
name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of
Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah,
a Benjaminite, a man of wealth.
2 And he had a son whose name was
Saul, a handsome young man. There
was not a man among the people of
Israel more handsome than he. From
his shoulders upward he was taller
than any of the people.
3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul's
father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul
his son, “Take one of the young men
with you, and arise, go and look for the
donkeys.”
4 And he passed through the hill
country of Ephraim and passed
through the land of Shalishah, but
they did not find them. And they
passed through the land of Shaalim,
but they were not there. Then they
passed through the land of Benjamin,
but did not find them.
5 When they came to the land of Zuph,
Saul said to his servant who was with
him, “Come, let us go back, lest my
father cease to care about the donkeys
and become anxious about us.”
6 But he said to him, “Behold, there is
a man of God in this city, and he is a
man who is held in honor; all that he
says comes true. So now let us go
there. Perhaps he can tell us the way
we should go.”
7 Then Saul said to his servant, “But if
we go, what can we bring the man? For
the bread in our sacks is gone, and
there is no present to bring to the man
of God. What do we have?”
8 The servant answered Saul again,
“Here, I have with me a quarter of a
shekel of silver, and I will give it to the
man of God to tell us our way.”
9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went
to inquire of God, he said, “Come, let
us go to the seer,” for today's “prophet”
was formerly called a seer.)

10 And Saul said to his servant, “Well
said; come, let us go.” So they went to
the city where the man of God was.
11 As they went up the hill to the city,
they met young women coming out to
draw water and said to them, “Is the
seer here?”
12 They answered, “He is; behold, he is
just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come
just now to the city, because the
people have a sacrifice today on the
high place.
13 As soon as you enter the city you
will find him, before he goes up to the
high place to eat. For the people will
not eat till he comes, since he must
bless the sacrifice; afterward those
who are invited will eat. Now go up,
for you will meet him immediately.”
14 So they went up to the city. As they
were entering the city, they saw
Samuel coming out toward them on
his way up to the high place.
15 Now the day before Saul came, the
Lord had revealed to Samuel:
16 “Tomorrow about this time I will
send to you a man from the land of
Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to
be prince over my people Israel. He
shall save my people from the hand of
the Philistines. For I have seen my
people, because their cry has come to
me.”
17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord
told him, “Here is the man of whom I
spoke to you! He it is who shall
restrain my people.”
18 Then Saul approached Samuel in
the gate and said, “Tell me where is
the house of the seer?”
19 Samuel answered Saul, “I am the
seer. Go up before me to the high
place, for today you shall eat with me,
and in the morning I will let you go
and will tell you all that is on your
mind.

20 As for your donkeys that were lost
three days ago, do not set your mind
on them, for they have been found.
And for whom is all that is desirable in
Israel? Is it not for you and for all your
father's house?”
21 Saul answered, “Am I not a
Benjaminite, from the least of the
tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the
humblest of all the clans of the tribe
of Benjamin? Why then have you
spoken to me in this way?”
22 Then Samuel took Saul and his
young man and brought them into the
hall and gave them a place at the head
of those who had been invited, who
were about thirty persons.
23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring
the portion I gave you, of which I said
to you, ‘Put it aside.’”
24 So the cook took up the leg and
what was on it and set them before
Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was
kept is set before you. Eat, because it
was kept for you until the hour
appointed, that you might eat with the
guests.”So Saul ate with Samuel that
day.
25 And when they came down from the
high place into the city, a bed was
spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay
down to sleep.
26 Then at the break of dawn Samuel
called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that I
may send you on your way.” So Saul
arose, and both he and Samuel went
out into the street.
27 As they were going down to the
outskirts of the city, Samuel said to
Saul, “Tell the servant to pass on
before us, and when he has passed on,
stop here yourself for a while, that I
may make known to you the word of
God.”

K I N G

S A U L

SELECTED READINGS FROM 1 SAMUEL

1 SAMUEL 10 {ESV}

1Then Samuel took a flask of oil and
poured it on his head and kissed him
and said, “Has not the Lord anointed
you to be prince over his people Israel?
And you shall reign over the people of
the Lord and you will save them from
the hand of their surrounding enemies.
And this shall be the sign to you that
the Lord has anointed you to be prince
over his heritage.
2 When you depart from me today, you
will meet two men by Rachel's tomb in
the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah,
and they will say to you, ‘The donkeys
that you went to seek are found, and
now your father has ceased to care
about the donkeys and is anxious
about you, saying, “What shall I do
about my son?”’
3 Then you shall go on from there
farther and come to the oak of Tabor.
Three men going up to God at Bethel
will meet you there, one carrying three
young goats, another carrying three
loaves of bread, and another carrying a
skin of wine.
4 And they will greet you and give you
two loaves of bread, which you shall
accept from their hand.
5 After that you shall come to Gibeathelohim, where there is a garrison of
the Philistines. And there, as soon as
you come to the city, you will meet a
group of prophets coming down from
the high place with harp, tambourine,
flute, and lyre before them,
prophesying.
6 Then the Spirit of the Lord will rush
upon you, and you will prophesy with
them and be turned into another man.
7 Now when these signs meet you, do
what your hand finds to do, for God is
with you.

8 Then go down before me to Gilgal.
And behold, I am coming down to you
to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice
peace offerings. Seven days you shall
wait, until I come to you and show you
what you shall do.”
9 When he turned his back to leave
Samuel, God gave him another heart.
And all these signs came to pass that
day.
10 When they came to Gibeah, behold,
a group of prophets met him, and the
Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he
prophesied among them.
11 And when all who knew him
previously saw how he prophesied with
the prophets, the people said to one
another, “What has come over the son
of Kish? Is Saul also among the
prophets?”
12 And a man of the place answered,
“And who is their father?” Therefore it
became a proverb, “Is Saul also among
the prophets?”
13 When he had finished prophesying,
he came to the high place.
14 Saul's uncle said to him and to his
servant, “Where did you go?” And he
said, “To seek the donkeys. And when
we saw they were not to be found, we
went to Samuel.”
15 And Saul's uncle said, “Please tell
me what Samuel said to you.”
16 And Saul said to his uncle, “He told
us plainly that the donkeys had been
found.” But about the matter of the
kingdom, of which Samuel had spoken,
he did not tell him anything.
17 Now Samuel called the people
together to the Lord at Mizpah.
18 And he said to the people of Israel,
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I
brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I
delivered you from the hand of the
Egyptians and from the hand of all the
kingdoms that were oppressing you.’

19 But today you have rejected your
God, who saves you from all your
calamities and your distresses, and you
have said to him, ‘Set a king over us.’
Now therefore present yourselves
before the Lord by your tribes and by
your thousands.”
20 Then Samuel brought all the tribes
of Israel near, and the tribe of
Benjamin was taken by lot.
21 He brought the tribe of Benjamin
near by its clans, and the clan of the
Matrites was taken by lot; and Saul the
son of Kish was taken by lot. But when
they sought him, he could not be
found.
22 So they inquired again of the Lord,
“Is there a man still to come?” and the
Lord said, “Behold, he has hidden
himself among the baggage.”
23 Then they ran and took him from
there. And when he stood among the
people, he was taller than any of the
people from his shoulders upward.
24 And Samuel said to all the people,
“Do you see him whom the Lord has
chosen? There is none like him among
all the people.” And all the people
shouted, “Long live the king!”
25 Then Samuel told the people the
rights and duties of the kingship, and
he wrote them in a book and laid it up
before the Lord. Then Samuel sent all
the people away, each one to his
home.
26 Saul also went to his home at
Gibeah, and with him went men of
valor whose hearts God had touched.
27 But some worthless fellows said,
“How can this man save us?” And they
despised him and brought him no
present. But he held his peace.

K I N G

S A U L

SELECTED READINGS FROM 1 SAMUEL

1 SAMUEL 15 {ESV}
1 And Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord
sent me to anoint you king over his
people Israel; now therefore listen to
the words of the Lord.
2 Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I have
noted what Amalek did to Israel in
opposing them on the way when they
came up out of Egypt.
3 Now go and strike Amalek and
devote to destruction all that they
have. Do not spare them, but kill both
man and woman, child and infant, ox
and sheep, camel and donkey.’”
4 So Saul summoned the people and
numbered them in Telaim, two
hundred thousand men on foot, and
ten thousand men of Judah.
5 And Saul came to the city of Amalek
and lay in wait in the valley.
6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go,
depart; go down from among the
Amalekites, lest I destroy you with
them. For you showed kindness to all
the people of Israel when they came
up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites
departed from among the Amalekites.
7 And Saul defeated the Amalekites
from Havilah as far as Shur, which is
east of Egypt.
8 And he took Agag the king of the
Amalekites alive and devoted to
destruction all the people with the
edge of the sword.
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag
and the best of the sheep and of the
oxen and of the fattened calves[b] and
the lambs, and all that was good, and
would not utterly destroy them. All
that was despised and worthless they
devoted to destruction.
10 The word of the Lord came to
Samuel:
11 “I regret that I have made Saul king,
for he has turned back from following
me and has not performed my
commandments.” And Samuel was
angry, and he cried to the Lord all
night.

12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul
in the morning. And it was told
Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and
behold, he set up a monument for
himself and turned and passed on and
went down to Gilgal.”
13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul
said to him, “Blessed be you to the
Lord. I have performed the
commandment of the Lord.”
14 And Samuel said, “What then is this
bleating of the sheep in my ears and
the lowing of the oxen that I hear?”
15 Saul said, “They have brought them
from the Amalekites, for the people
spared the best of the sheep and of
the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your
God, and the rest we have devoted to
destruction.”
16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I
will tell you what the Lord said to me
this night.” And he said to him,
“Speak.”
17 And Samuel said, “Though you are
little in your own eyes, are you not the
head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord
anointed you king over Israel.
18 And the Lord sent you on a mission
and said, ‘Go, devote to destruction
the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight
against them until they are consumed.’
19 Why then did you not obey the
voice of the Lord? Why did you pounce
on the spoil and do what was evil in
the sight of the Lord?”
20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have
obeyed the voice of the Lord. I have
gone on the mission on which the Lord
sent me. I have brought Agag the king
of Amalek, and I have devoted the
Amalekites to destruction.
21 But the people took of the spoil,
sheep and oxen, the best of the things
devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to
the Lord your God in Gilgal.”
22 And Samuel said,“Has the Lord as
great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of
the Lord? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice,and to listen than the
fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of
divination, and presumption is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the Lord,he has
also rejected you from being king.”
24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned,
for I have transgressed the
commandment of the Lord and your
words, because I feared the people
and obeyed their voice.
25 Now therefore, please pardon my
sin and return with me that I may bow
before the Lord.”
26 And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not
return with you. For you have rejected
the word of the Lord, and the Lord has
rejected you from being king over
Israel.”
27 As Samuel turned to go away, Saul
seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore.
28 And Samuel said to him, “The Lord
has torn the kingdom of Israel from
you this day and has given it to a
neighbor of yours, who is better than
you.
29 And also the Glory of Israel will not
lie or have regret, for he is not a man,
that he should have regret.”
30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet
honor me now before the elders of my
people and before Israel, and return
with me, that I may bow before the
Lord your God.”
31 So Samuel turned back after Saul,
and Saul bowed before the Lord.
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me
Agag the king of the Amalekites.” And
Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag
said, “Surely the bitterness of death is
past.”
33 And Samuel said, “As your sword
has made women childless, so shall
your mother be childless among
women.” And Samuel hacked Agag to
pieces before the Lord in Gilgal.
34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and
Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of
Saul.
35 And Samuel did not see Saul again
until the day of his death, but Samuel
grieved over Saul. And the Lord
regretted that he had made Saul king
over Israel.

D I S C U S S
UTILIZING THE CHAPTERS
FROM 1 SAMUEL, PASTOR
KEVIN'S SERMON, AND YOUR
OWN BIBLE STUDY SKILLS,
DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS.

1) Years ago I remember my mentor sharing a story about how his toddler son was fascinated by shaving. Each
morning, the son would stare up in awe at the razor taking off the shaving cream and hair from his dad's face. Then,
almost like clockwork, his son would begin begging for the razor blade. But he would never get it from his dad, and then
he would promptly begin throwing a tantrum. You see, his father knew that even though a razor was good, in the wrong
hands it would be detrimental. It was an act of love to prevent his son from harming himself, no matter how much the
son begged.
If I am being honest, as an adult I often act as a toddler, begging my Heavenly Father for certain things. Yet, God in His
love and wisdom hasn't given me everything I have asked for, in the manner that I have asked for it. Take just a moment
and consider some of the things that you have asked God for. What would it look like if God gave you everything that you
asked for? Would that be a good thing or a bad thing? What are some of the unintended consequences of getting
everything you asked for? How has not getting everything you have asked for allowed for you to grow in your faith?
2) There certainly is a lot of reading for us when it comes to learning about Saul. However, this allows for us to immerse
ourselves in the story of Israel and to learn how God has worked in the past (and even allows us to learn how He can
work presently). Take time looking over 1 Samuel 8-10 again (if you are familiar with the books of 1 & 2 Samuel, please
feel free to use other chapters as well). Spend time as a group looking at character traits/attributes of Saul. Then as a
group, brainstorm why Israel would be drawn to Saul as their king AND describe ways that we can learn from Saul
(whether that is to do as he did or to do the opposite). By participating in this exercise, it helps us to cognitively fulfill one
part of the lesson aim. It also helps us to study Scripture and to learn how to engage narratives in our spiritual
formation.
3) Referring to Saul's activity in 1 Samuel 15, evaluate Saul in terms of his sinful actions. Some words that might come
to mind are "disobedient", "blame-shifting", or "image management". However, think deeply about what Saul's actions
communicate and how to properly evaluate him. As a group, share your evaluation of Saul by highlighting what he did
wrong, what he should have done, and how it created a greater problem. Then discuss how we can learn from his mistakes
and seek to be faithful with what God has called us to. Specifically, share with the group something you know God has
called you to AND what is one step you will take to be obedient, despite Saul's example.
4) Pastor Kevin closed his sermon by asking the question "Is there a little bit of Saul inside of me?" Furthermore, he
challenged us to truly consider if we have Saul-like tendencies. Take a moment to reflect on your own life. Ask the Spirit
to reveal to you any tendencies that you have in your own life that puts you on a trajectory of sin. Additionally, ask Him
to show you where you might be doubling-down and trying to do things your own way. Then after time in prayer and
consideration, make an attempt to share with your group the things that you are experiencing. Ask your group to hold you
accountable to walking by the Spirit and not in the way of Saul and your own flesh.

CONCLUSION
MAKING THE MOST OF OUR TIME
TOGETHER WHEN WE CLOSE
OUR TIME OUT.

Lesson Aims:
As a result of today's lesson, each person should be able
to IDENTIFY who King Saul is by listing 3 attributes of
Saul AND they should be able to EVALUATE how Saul
did not act in faithful obedience to God so that the
individual can seek to be obedient when God calls them
to do something.

Again, the goal behind this new section is for people to,
not only be able to know certain things about the
passage, but to also be able to act upon what is learned.
For the Christian, we need right belief (orthodoxy) AND
right actions (orthopraxy).
These first few weeks after adding this section may be
rocky or confusing or even seem like a waste of time.
However, I ask that you would submit to the process and
consider the fruit that may come from having direction
being given in this way. In our discipleship, there are
certain things that are taught and certain things that are
caught. Lesson aims help to ensure that we are not only
growing in information but also seeking transformation.

Prayer:
Heavenly Father,
We thank you for the opportunity to walk in obedience
by Your power and will. We ask this very day that we
would not try to do things by our power, our will, or in
our timing. Instead, we ask that You would help us to
trust that You are good and that Your plan is perfect.
May we be able to identify those who are walking in
step with You, and may we be encouraged by them.
Furthermore, may we look to the examples set by others
and find encouragement and wisdom so that we may
avoid sin and walk in a manner worthy of our calling in
Your Son, Jesus Christ. We thank You for how You are
working in our lives, may we be a blessing to You and
those around us. Amen.

Benediction:
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

