
        ou may be asking yourself the

question "Why study about elders?".

There are three main reasons to read

and study the concept of elders.  The

first reason is: it is in the Bible and

we know that all of Scripture is God's

Word and is profitable for all

Christians to learn and grow in (2

Timothy 3:16-17).  The second reason

is: it allows us to take a look at our

own church polity (operational

leadership structure) to ensure that

we as a church are functioning in a

healthy way that is in harmony with

Scripture.  And the third reason for

us to study is: it helps us engage, not

only the Church body but, the world

around us so that we can clearly

articulate what the Bible says about

church leadership as a result of

study and trusting the Holy Spirit.

We study so that we can be faithful

and obedient Christians.  When

studying the Word of God, we seek

to gain understanding, we seek

clarity of the Scriptures, we seek

wisdom, and we seek to be humble,

learning as the Spirit teaches us.  I

have prayed for you and your group

to have a fruitful and enlightening

time as you study "Why Elders?" and

the Scriptures.   
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- Consider a time when you served other people, whether that is by doing laundry, washing a

car, taking a meal to new parents.  What did you gain from that experience?  Did your service

help you identify with Jesus in a deeper way?

- "We are most like Jesus when we serve."  Do you agree with that statement?  Why or why not? 

 How is serving tied to discipleship?

- Reflect on your life.  Who are the men and women that served in a selfless way that helped

you to see Jesus reflected in their actions?  Why does that person stand out to you?  If that

person is available, would you commit to reaching out to thank them for the way the modeled

servanthood?

 

- What is your prior experience or knowledge of deacons?  In what ways has that been a healthy

experience?  In what ways has that been a difficult experience?
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        ext time you find yourself at a restaurant, begin to

consider how important your waiter (or server) is to your

meal.  How would your experience diminish without

that person?  More so, how much do they do and give of

themselves for you?   People that serve, especially

joyfully, are a gift and encouragement to those around

them.  God has called all Christians to serve, and we see

in the New Testament those who are especially joyful

and called to serve the Church.  Today, we will look at

those servants called deacons. 



PASTORAL EPISTLES
1  T I M O T H Y  |  2  T I M O T H Y  |  T I T U S

CHAPTER 4 - IT PROMOTES
THE BIBLICAL ROLE OF
DEACONS 
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As a group, utilize the following set of questions to discuss
your reading and understanding of Chapter 4 of "Why
Elders?".  In this chapter, we will discuss the role and
qualifications of deacons in the local congregation. 

Nota Bene | Throughout this discussion, we will be talking
about the roll, or office, of deacon.  As mentioned in Pastor
Kevin's sermon from October 10, 2021, the word διάκονος is
translated deacon, servant, and/or minister.  While not
"required", rewatching the sermon can help to augment
your discussion. 

- Pages 87 through 91 gives the background for

deacons.  Merkle briefly highlights three or four

passages where the word diakonos (διάκονος) occurs
to an officeholder.  Can you name those passages?

(Romans 16:1; Philippians 1:1; 1 Timothy 3:8, 12) 

-  What did you find intriguing, curious, or new about

the background of deacons?

- In order to occupy the role of a deacon, a person

must meet certain qualifications.  Can anyone name

the passage where the qualifications are listed?  

1 Timothy 3:8-13

- Read the aforementioned passage aloud.  Of the

qualifications, what stands out to you?  Why is that?

Who do you know at Legacy that seems to live in a

way described by these qualifications?

- Pages 96 through 99 speaks to the role of deacons.

One of Merkle's arguments is that they are different

than elders.  In what way are they described to have a

different role than elders?  Why is that an important

distinction to make?  

- Merkle lists several duties of deacons on Pages 98
and 99.  What are those duties?  In what way(s) are

they fulfilled by deacons on a daily or weekly basis? 

 Based on Merkle's list, in what other ways might

deacons serve a local congregation?

-  On Page 103, Merkle ensures that his readers

understand that the office of deacon is an important

office.  What arguments does the author make to help

the reader understand why deacons are important? 

Have you ever thought that deacons (or other servants

in the Church) are less important?  In what ways did

your attitude or actions convey your understanding?   

- What is the value of deacons to a church?  How about

to elders?  Is there value to a church staff if deacons are

present?  How so?

- Is there anything else that stood out to you in this

final chapter of "Why Elders?"? 

BOOK
DISCUSSION

As the group closes, continue praying for 

- Understanding

- Clarity 

- Humility 

- Wisdom

This will benefit you, your Life Group, and Legacy as a

whole.  Pastor Kevin, the Leadership Team, and the

staff is praying for you and your group as we continue

this study of "Why Elders?". 
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