focus.
Spend the next few minutes helping your
group focus their attention on God.
sing | together
King of Kings by Hillsong Worship

read | together
Romans 12:17
[17] Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in
the sight of all. (ESV)
Ephesians 4:1–3
[1] I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of
the calling to which you have been called, [2] with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, [3] eager to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (ESV)
Romans 14:19
[19] So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.
(ESV)
Hebrews 12:14
[14] Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no
one will see the Lord. (ESV)

read.
Read the passage for today together as a group. Then
ask each individual to reread the passage and mark
anything God illuminates.
2 Corinthians 1:12–24
[12] For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the
world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of
God, and supremely so toward you. [13] For we are not writing to you anything other
than what you read and understand and I hope you will fully understand—[14] just
as you did partially understand us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will boast
of us as we will boast of you.
[15] Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have
a second experience of grace. [16] I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia,
and to come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to
Judea. [17] Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans
according to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time? [18] As
surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. [19] For the Son
of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I,
was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. [20] For all the promises of God find
their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his
glory. [21] And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us,
[22] and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantee.
[23] But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from
coming again to Corinth. [24] Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with
you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. (ESV)

——>

2 Corinthians 2:1–13
[1] For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you. [2] For if I cause
you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? [3] And I
wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should
have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you
all. [4] For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many
tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for
you.
[5] Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some
measure—not to put it too severely—to all of you. [6] For such a one, this
punishment by the majority is enough, [7] so you should rather turn to forgive and
comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. [8] So I beg you to
reaffirm your love for him. [9] For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know
whether you are obedient in everything. [10] Anyone whom you forgive, I also
forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your
sake in the presence of Christ, [11] so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for
we are not ignorant of his designs. [12] When I came to Troas to preach the gospel
of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, [13] my spirit was not
at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and
went on to Macedonia. (ESV)
———
We’ve already learned that Paul started the church in Corinth before leaving to
start other churches. Sometime later; he got news of some problems with the
Corinthian church. That’s when he wrote the letter we call 1 Corinthians. If you
read, you will find that it’s full of loving confrontation. Paul loved the church so
much that he wanted to deal with the issues that were causing them problems.
At the end of 1 Corinthians, Paul writes:
[5] I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass through
Macedonia, [6] and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so that
you may help me on my journey, wherever I go. [7] For I do not want to see you now
just in passing. I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits. (ESV)
1 Corinthians 16:5–7
But that long visit never happened. Instead, he visited them for a short time, and it
did not go well (2 Corinthians 2:1). Paul calls it a painful and sorrowful visit.

discuss.
Lead your group through the following discussion
questions. Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond
to God’s direction.
| 1 | There is much to our passage today. Did God illuminate anything as we read?
| 2 | In light of the passage and its context we see Paul taking a moment to reflect
on his actions and motives in his conflict with the Corinthian church. (1:12-14)
When it comes to conflict, do you take time to check yourself before diving in?
How can this practice be of help in coming to a resolution and accomplishing
peace in conflict?
| 3 | Reflecting on the part you play in a particular conflict is a sign of taking
responsibility for your actions and words. Where do you see that lacking in our
world today? What can you do to play a part in curbing the common practice of
shirking personal responsibility in interpersonal conflict?
| 4 | What conclusion did Paul come to after reflecting on his own actions and
motives? How did he communicate that to the Corinthian church?
| 5 | Now revisit 2 Corinthians 2:1-4.
What is Paul’s posture towards the Corinthians in the midst of their conflict?
| 6 | Paul doesn’t fire back. He doesn’t seek to undermine or destroy. He doesn’t
withdraw his care. He’s not passive aggressive. Paul is determined to work towards
peace and reconciliation with his brothers and sisters in Corinth.
When approaching conflict, making peace must be our goal.
What other goals might we be tempted towards in conflict?
How can we keep our eyes firmly fixed on establishing peace and reconciliation?

pray.
Direct your attention now to listening prayer. Follow the
prompts below as you guide your group to hear and obey
God.
| 1 | Spend a moment asking God to show you one person in your life with whom
you are experiencing conflict. Once He has done so, take a moment to pray for that
person.
| 2 | Spend a moment reflecting with God on your common responses to conflict.
Ask God to show you areas of sin and selfishness. Spend a moment in repentance
and prayer in light of what you’ve discovered. Finally, thank God that He is at work
in you to bring about peace and reconciliation with those around you.

