focus.
Spend the next few minutes helping your
group focus their attention on God.
sing | together
Great Are You Lord by One Sonic Society

read | together
Psalm 17:15
[15] As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;
when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness. (ESV)

read.
Read the passage for today together as a group. Then
ask each individual to reread the passage and mark
anything God illuminates.
2 Corinthians 3:7-18
[12] Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, [13] not like Moses, who would put
a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was
being brought to an end. [14] But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when
they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through
Christ is it taken away. [15] Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over
their hearts. [16] But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. [17] Now the
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. [18] And we
all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord
who is the Spirit. (ESV)
2 Corinthians 4:1–6
[1] Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. [2] But
we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning
or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would
commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. [3] And even if
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. [4] In their case the god
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. [5] For what
we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your
servants for Jesus' sake. [6] For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. (ESV)

discuss.
Lead your group through the following discussion
questions. Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond
to God’s direction.
| 1 | There is much to our passage today. Did God illuminate anything as we read?
| 2 | In verse 18 Paul shows us that transformation takes place as we behold the
glory of the Lord. Beholding isn’t a simple glance or casual look; beholding means
studying carefully and gazing upon. The imagery present in this verse is that of
gazing at a mirror, except this mirror doesn’t show you a reflection of who you are
now, but who you are becoming. For this mirror shows you Christ, the one you’re
becoming like.
Take a moment to discuss why it’s so important that we fixate our eyes on Christ,
not ourselves, in the process of transformation.
| 3 | What does beholding mean on a practical level? How can we consistently find
ourselves in careful study of Christ?
| 4 | What does Paul mean when he says that we are being transformed from one
degree of glory to another?
| 5 | In Chapter 4:1-6 we see some of the ramifications, the side effects, of beholding
Christ. What are some of the characteristics mentioned in these verses that result
from our on going transformation in Christ? (Spend some time here to observe,
really think, and respond.)
| 6 | Have you seen any of these characteristics begin to blooming in your life as you
behold Christ? Have you seen characteristics that aren’t mentioned here grow out
of time spent beholding Christ? If so, what are they?

pray.
Direct your attention now to listening prayer. Follow the
prompts below as you guide your group to hear and obey
God.
| 1 | Spend some time beholding Jesus. As you carefully study Him, what attributes
does the Holy Spirit illuminate? After reflection, spend a moment praying together,
thanking God for whatever attribute God brought to mind.
| 2 | Ask God to show you the obstacles that cause you to glance, rather than
behold Christ. After a time share them with your group.
Now pray for one another.
Ask God to give you the desire and discipline to consistently gaze, rather than
glance at Jesus. Pray that God would help your fellow group members overcome
those particular obstacles He illuminated.

