focus.
Spend the next few minutes helping your
group focus their attention on God.
sing | together
Holy Water by We the Kingdom
read | together
Psalm 42:1–2
To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons of Korah.
[1] As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.
[2] My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God? (ESV)

read.
Read the passage for today together as a group. Then
ask each individual to reread the passage and mark
anything God illuminates.
John 4:1–26
[1] Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making
and baptizing more disciples than John [2] (although Jesus himself did not baptize,
but only his disciples), [3] he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. [4] And he
had to pass through Samaria. [5] So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar,
near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. [6] Jacob's well was there; so
Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about
the sixth hour.
[7] A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
[8] (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) [9] The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) [10] Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” [11] The woman
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where
do you get that living water? [12] Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us
the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” [13] Jesus said
to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, [14] but whoever
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I
will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” [15] The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to
come here to draw water.”

[16] Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” [17] The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I
have no husband’; [18] for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have
is not your husband. What you have said is true.” [19] The woman said to him, “Sir, I
perceive that you are a prophet. [20] Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but
you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” [21] Jesus
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. [22] You worship what you
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. [23] But
the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.
[24] God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” [25] The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” [26] Jesus said to her, “I
who speak to you am he.” (ESV)

discuss.
Lead your group through the following discussion
questions. Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond
to God’s direction.
| 1 | There is much to our passage today. Did God illuminate anything as we read?
| 2 | When reading John 4, it is especially important to take note of characters and setting.
The Samaritan woman met Jesus at a well, Jacob’s well to be exact. Though a good source
for water, wells had a tendency to get stagnant, contaminated, and sometimes even prone
to run dry. This is why they were sometimes referred to as “dead water.” Jesus’ promise of
“living water” would have driven the woman’s thoughts to places like the En Gedi, where
fresh water flows abundantly out of a rock. Take note of the contrast Jesus is making
between trustworthy and untrustworthy sources of satisfaction; living and dead water.
Our passage reminds us that human souls are thirsty.
Why would Jesus move immediately from a discussion on “dead” and “living” water to
discuss the succession of men who had frequented the Woman at the Well’s life for a time?
What is the correlation between dead and living water and these relationships and why is it
important for Jesus to help this woman see this correlation clearly?
What is Jesus trying to communicate to her?
| 3 | Have you ever tried to find satisfaction in wells that run dry? If so, what was the
outcome? Why is it so crucial that we come to Jesus for ultimate satisfaction rather than
chasing temporary satisfaction in other things?
| 4 | Like Nicodemus, the woman at the well had low expectations at her encounter with
Jesus. She even questioned why He, a male Jew, chose to interact with her at all. But Jesus
came to offer both Nicodemus and the Woman at the Well eternal life.
Spend a moment comparing and contrasting Nicodemus and the Women at the Well.
How were they similar in their approach to Jesus? How were they different? What do their
similarities and differences teach us about those far from God?

pray.
Direct your attention now to listening prayer. Follow the
prompts below as you guide your group to hear and obey
God.
| 1 | Spend some time asking God to show you the “wells” within in which you seek
to find satisfaction. Allow the Holy Spirit to convict where necessary and respond
with a spirit of repentance.
| 2 | Ask God to help you find your ultimate satisfaction in Him, the source of living
water, that you might more appropriately enjoy other parts of life.

