focus.
Spend the next few minutes helping your
group focus their attention on God.
sing | together
Reckless Love by Cory Asbury

read | together
Our Father,
Our heart’s desire and prayer is for the salvation of our loved ones, our sons
and daughters, our brothers and sisters, our mothers and fathers, our friends
and neighbors, the known and the nameless, those both near us and far
from our shores.
They are dead in trespasses and sins, walking according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now
works in the sons of disobedience, without hope, hell-bound, facing eternity
without Him who died for them.
Bring them to Yourself, Lord! Convict them of sin, and unrighteousness, and
of judgment and grant them saving faith. Grant them sight. Give them
light. Give them the right to become children of God, born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
We also ask for boldness to share the Gospel with those who cross our paths.
Open doors for our testimonies. We pray this in the Name of Him who came
to seek and to save the lost.
Amen.
A Prayer of Dr. David Jeremiah

read.
Read the passage for today together as a group. Then
ask each individual to reread the passage and mark
anything God illuminates.
1 Corinthians 9:19–27
[19] For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might
win more of them. [20] To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To
those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself
under the law) that I might win those under the law. [21] To those outside the law I
became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the
law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. [22] To the weak I became
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all
means I might save some. [23] I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share
with them in its blessings.
[24] Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the
prize? So run that you may obtain it. [25] Every athlete exercises self-control in all
things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. [26] So I
do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. [27] But I discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be
disqualified. (ESV)

discuss.
Lead your group through the following discussion
questions. Help them thoughtfully reflect and respond
to God’s direction.
| 1 | There is much to our passage today. Did God illuminate anything as we read?
| 2 | According to our passage, what obstacles was Paul willing to face in order to
help others find salvation? In light of those obstacles, how did Paul do it?
| 3 | Take a moment to discuss the obstacles you face in sharing the gospel. Based
upon what we’ve read today, what do you think Paul would say in response to our
excuses?
| 4 | Do you have a heart for the lost?
Take a moment to explain why you answer the way you do.
| 5 | Paul shows us a powerful principle in the second half of our passage.
We will pursue what we prize.
We’ll be self-controlled for what we ultimately seek.
We’ll be disciplined for what we ultimately desire.
Why is the principle especially important when it comes to sharing our faith?
| 6 | The final word in our passage today “disqualified” might be better translated
“counterfeit.” Paul didn’t want to reach the end of his days known as a counterfeit,
espousing loyalty to Christ while neglecting those things that would make him
loyal. This is a tough question, but it’s worth asking; can someone live an
authentically Christian life while lacking a heart for the lost?

pray.
Direct your attention now to listening prayer. Follow the
prompts below as you guide your group to hear and obey
God.
| 1 | Partner up for prayer today. Spend a moment talking about your heart towards
those far from God. Give one another specific ways that they might pray for you as
you seek to help the lost find their way home to God. Prayer together.
| 2 | If you would like to, allow your people a moment to repent of any indifference
towards or even rejection of the lost in their lives.

