
AS OF SEPTEMBER 27TH, 
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER 

NORTHWEST WILL BECOME 
LEGACY CHURCH. 

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

WHEN WILL THE NAME CHANGE 
TAKE PLACE?

As of 9/27/2020 IHOPNW will 
publicly change its name to Legacy 
Church.

WHAT DOES THE NAME LEGACY 
CHURCH MEAN TO US? 

It’s our desire as a ministry to leave 
a lasting legacy of intimacy with Je-
sus, a diverse family, and a missional 
commitment to the culture that Jesus 
has placed us in. We see Legacy 
Church as our call to join Jesus’ work, 
which is an eternal work, something 
that will exist beyond our lives, and 
by God’s grace, endure for many 
generations to come.

ARE WE ABLE TO CONTINUE USING 
THE INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF 
PRAYER NORTHWEST ALONG WITH 
LEGACY CHURCH? 

No, we are officially Legacy Church. 
Initially, our ministry had two names, 
Forerunner Fellowship Northwest 
(FFNW) and the International House 
of Prayer Northwest (IHOPNW). 
The intention behind two names was 
to separate what happened on Sun-
day morning and within the commu-
nity (FFNW) with what happened 
during the week regarding prayer 
(IHOPNW).  

But in January 2017 our leadership 
team agreed to dissolve FFNW and 
simply remain as IHOPNW. The rea-
son for doing this was to make sure 
our ministry had a sole identity; a 
corporate body, who’s primary com-
mitment was to grow in intimacy with 
Jesus, and others. Having two sep-
arate names creates two separate 
entities often with different focuses, 
instead we want one unified body 
moving in the same direction.  

The same thing is true of Legacy 
Church. We are one body, with one 
vision, and with one unique corpo-
rate identity that God has called us 
to walk out. 
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WILL OUR NAME CHANGE AFFECT 
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH IHOP-
KC (INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF 
PRAYER KANSAS CITY), OR THE 
NWPG (NORTHWEST PRAYER 
GATHERING)? 

No, not at all. On paper, IHOPNW 
has never been officially apart of 
IHOPKC or the NWPG. IHOPNW 
has been in relationship with these 
ministries and it will continue to be 
that way. This includes us becoming 
an IHOPU (International House of 
Prayer University) satellite loca-
tion (hopefully in 2021), the IHOPU 
Spring Break trips, and our contin-
ued efforts through the NWPG with 
the Global Bridegroom Fast, quar-
terly burns, conferences and train-
ings.

Key leaders within both IHOPKC 
and the NWPG have spoken exten-
sively, and positively into our name 
change. These leaders have served 
our ministry by helping us process 
and chart a path forward to be-
coming Legacy Church.  

HOW DID OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM 
COME TO THE DECISION? 

Although our entire leadership team 
was present during the prophesy 
from Pastor Charlie regarding Leg-
acy Church, we didn’t officially start 
the discussion until November 2019. 
From then on, it became a focal 
point of the majority of our meet-
ings over the next 10 months. After 
much prayer, fasting, emails, in per-
son meetings, discussions, our lead-
ership team came to full agreement 
and we officially decided to change 
the name in February 2020. 

We had set a date for our new 
name launch for March 2020, but 
when Covid-19 disrupted all of 
our lives, including our ministry, we 
pushed pause on the unveiling so 
that we could care for the needs of 
our body first. The pandemic gave 
us time to rethink the process and 
to see if Legacy Church was still the 
identity God was leading us into. 
When we gathered together in late 
June 2020, we were still in agree-
ment that Legacy Church was to be 
our new name. 

Our leadership kept in mind our cur-
rent situation with Covid-19, but we 
also felt that God was calling us to 
lead forward with courage, not al-
lowing a moment to define us, but 
to continue speaking beyond the 
present, into our future as Legacy 
Church.    

DID GOD SPEAK PROPHETICALLY 
INTO OUR NAME CHANGE? 

Yes, this entire process was started 
through a prophetic word from Pas-
tor Charlie Sweet, a spiritual father 
to our ministry. In September 2019, 
during the final service of our men’s 
retreat, Charlie prophesied a sig-
nificant word over our ministry say-
ing, “…I know that you guys call the 
Church the International House of 
Prayer Northwest, but I see a sign 
on your new building…and it says, 
Legacy Church…God’s calling 
this ministry to leave a legacy…” 
When Charlie spoke this over us 
publicly, it hit my (Patrick Walton) 
chest like a ton of bricks. It was 
clear, this wasn’t a good idea, but 
a God idea. When this prophesy 
came, our leadership team started 
the journey of following Jesus into 
our new identity as Legacy Church.  

WILL OUR NAME CHANGE AFFECT 
OUR WEEKLY PRAYER MEETINGS? 

No. Legacy Church’s primary value 
is intimacy with Jesus, expressed 
through both individual and cor-
porate prayer. It’s our desire as a 
ministry to grow our prayer meet-
ings, as well as offering more op-
portunities for prayer in the future, 
including both some morning and 
afternoon times.
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WHAT DO OUR SPIRITUAL FA-
THERS, AND OTHER INFLUENTIAL 
LEADERS THINK OF OUR NAME 
CHANGE? 

Everyone, including Pastor Dwayne 
Deskins, and Pastor Charlie Sweet, 
along with several other key lead-
ers, both who have been affiliated 
directly with IHOPNW, and others 
through outside relationships are in 
full agreement of our name change. 
These men, and significant lead-
ers within the Church have spoken 
extensively to the process, helping 
us navigate this journey with great 
wisdom and experience.  

WILL THE VALUES OF OUR MINIS-
TRY CHANGE FROM WHAT THEY 
CURRENTLY ARE? 

No, we were already re-align-
ing our values prior to the name 
change. In October 2019 our entire 
leadership team spent a day work-
ing through our values. We start-
ed the day by removing all of our 
current values, and starting from 
scratch, to see what God was say-
ing to us. But, by the end of the day, 
we had circled back around, keep-
ing 75% of our current values, and 
adding 3 new ones; Hunger/Com-
mitment to God’s Word, Becoming 
A Diverse Family (regarding male 
and female, race, economic status, 
spiritual gifts) and Being A Depen-
dent People (being a people who 
are dependent upon God for ev-
erything). 

 

So, currently our values are, Com-
mitment To God’s Word, Hunger 
For His Presence, Being a Depen-
dent People, Becoming A Diverse 
Family, Serving, and Reaching 
Out To Those That Are Far From 
Christ. These are our values mov-
ing forward with Legacy Church. 

WILL MY OFFERINGS TO LEGACY 
CHURCH STILL BE TAX DEDUCT-
IBLE? 

Yes, although the name where you 
will give your gift will change, how 
the gift is processed, both internal-
ly with Legacy Church, and with 
the state, won’t change. Officially, 
our new non-profit will be Legacy 
Church, and no longer The Interna-
tional House of Prayer Northwest. 

If you have set up reoccurring giv-
ing online that will continue to func-
tion as it always has. If you make 
out a check to the ministry, as of 
October 1st, you can make those 
out to Legacy Church. 

WILL ANYTHING CHANGE TO THE 
MINISTRY’S SOCIAL MEDIA PRES-
ENCE AND REACH OUTSIDE THE 
CHURCH BUILDING? 

No, other than the name change, 
from the International House of 
Prayer Northwest, to Legacy 
Church. Our Facebook page has a 
very strong audience of around 3 
thousand likes. Our Instagram page 
has much less but is also growing. 
We will simply be changing the 
name of our Facebook Page, and 
our Instagram page to reflect the 
name change of our ministry. Our 
social media outlets will continue to 
serve our ministry as normal. 

WHAT WILL OUR NEW WEBSITE 
BE? 

We have officially purchased a 
new domain name, and because 
LegacyChurch.com was already 
taken, we had to use 
LegacyChurchNW.org. So, our cur-
rent domain names will be kept, 
and we will simply redirect them to 
LegacyChurchNW.org when peo-
ple either go to IHOPNW.org or 
search for the International House 
of Prayer Northwest on the internet. 
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WILL OUR NON-PROFIT STATUS 
CHANGE FROM IHOPNW TO LEGA-
CY CHURCH? 

No, we are going to align our pres-
ent 501-c-3 status to reflect the 
name change. In the meantime, until 
this is fully moved over, IHOPNW 
will be Doing Business As (DBA) 
Legacy Church. 

WILL WE HAVE NEW SIGNAGE FOR 
THE BUILDING? 

Yes. Currently we are working with 
a wonderful graphic designer to fi-
nalize our new logo, and once that 
is completed, we will be officially 
making signs, and working to imple-
ment them in the various places our 
current logo was. Because this name 
change was in the works far before 
we were even in the Hillside Plaza 
(September 2019), we intentionally 
waited so that we weren’t spending 
money on signs that we wouldn’t be 
using. 

Because the cost for large lighted 
signs can be expensive, we are 
working to see what we can do 
temporarily to let people know that 
there is a Church inside our new 
location at the Hillside Plaza. And 
then, as funding is available, it’s our 
intention to have a large, nice light-
ed sign that will tell people who we 
are.  

WILL WE HAVE A GRAND OPENING 
FOR BOTH OUR NEW LOCATION AT 
THE HILLSIDE PLAZA, AND LEGACY 
CHURCH? 

Yes, we want to celebrate what 
God has done in our new space 
(the Hillside Plaza), along with our 
new name (Legacy Church). We are 
looking to a December (Christmas) 
celebration, or potentially in Jan-
uary 2021 during our annual con-
ference with Pastor Charlie Sweet 
(if he’s traveling then) to officially 
share our space and our new name 
with the city. We are hoping that 
our new name will open new doors 
into individuals, families and cities. 

WHAT DO I DO WITH FURTHER 
QUESTIONS THAT I MIGHT HAVE 
REGARDING THE NAME CHANGE? 

Because we understand that it can 
be difficult to ask questions in a 
large group, or because the ques-
tions might come after our gather-
ings, Pastor Patrick is available over 
the next month to meet and serve 
however he can during this process. 

You can reach Pastor Patrick at Pas-
tor@ihopnorthwest.org and he will 
set up a time to connect. 

WHAT WILL CHANGE WITH US BE-
COMING LEGACY CHURCH? 

Nothing existing in the ministry is 
changing, besides the name. The vi-
sion of IHOPNW and now Legacy 
Church has always been to build a 
legacy of intimacy with Jesus, a di-
verse family, and a missional culture 
among society. Up to this point we 
have excelled in the intimacy with 
Jesus portion, as we have worked 
hard to maintain the first command-
ment. However, we believe that 
one change that comes with Lega-
cy Church is to start growing in the 
next two areas of becoming a di-
verse family, as well as a missional 
people among the culture that Jesus 
has placed us in.
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We are not changing the direction 
or focus for our ministry. Our goal 
is to add to our direction and focus 
by moving fully into the unique call-
ing and identity God has placed on 
our ministry and we believe Legacy 
Church represents all of who God is 
calling us to be. 


