
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Has Left the Building 2019 September 8—October 27, 2019 

Church Has Left the Building 

Daily Devotional 



Healing a Broken World- 
A Person Journey 

In the beginning... God created beauty... harmony... peace. 
Chaos was shaped into order.  Humanity walked with 
God.  And God saw that it was “good.”  But then... We all 
know the story- a serpent, a temptation, a choice, a break 
with God’s plan, a fall and the garden was lost.    

We live in the brokenness of the fall.  Our bodies decay, 
our relationships struggle, our earth quakes and floods.  
The brokenness is all around us, and in us, and defines our 
day.  Yet, that is not God’s plan for His people.  God does 
not want us defined by the fall, but rather redeemed by 
grace. 

This autumn we will explore together God’s plan to heal a 
broken world, and God’s call for us to partner in that  
healing work.  While the sermon series will explore    
healing the world around us, this devotional will allow 
you a personal journey of healing within. 

Each week will explore a theme:  
Healthy Rhythms 
Practicing Health 

Looking at Yourself through God’s Mirror 
Practicing Forgiveness 
Dumping the Baggage 
Loving Your Neighbor 
Finding Your Calling 

Take a moment each day to let God bring His health into 
your life.  Then you will be ready to be God’s light in a 
world desperate to see. 

Blessings!   
Anita 

Daily Devotional- The Church Has Left the Building! 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 

 

Sunday, October 27, 2019 

 

Healing a Broken World- “The Power of Unity” 

Scripture: Psalm 133 
“How good and how pleasant  

when God’s people live together in unity!” 
 
Questions to Consider: 

This weekend we have joined with over 40 other churches 
in the Philadelphia area who have left their buildings to 
serve in the name of Jesus Christ.  These churches are all 
sizes and denominations, united in being the mission of    
Jesus Christ to the world God so loves.   

What evidences of “unity” did you see as you served? 

What challenges to unity did you observe? 

How did you/ how can you help to strengthen the unity of 
the church of Jesus Christ as we serve in the world?  

  

Prayer Concern for the Day:  In the morning, pray for 
God’s work in and through LVC in the CHLB projects.   
 
Before you go to bed, celebrate God’s good work and the 
privilege of being an instrument in what God is doing in the 
world!!!!!   
 

God is good- All the time!!! Especially Today! 
 



Friday, October 25- Find Your Calling V 

 
Scripture: Romans 12:21 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
What evil threatens to “overcome” you?   

How can you overcome that evil with good?  Jesus gave a 
great example in his teachings about the enemy... that we 
should love the enemy and pray for the enemy.  Try that 
approach, and you might be surprised at what happens in 
the heart of the enemy.  If nothing else, you will no longer 
be caught in  the “evil” of hate. 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for those who have 
lost a spouse, for comfort, for friends on the journey, for 
God’s presence to fill aching hearts. 

 

 

Saturday, October 26- Find Your Calling VI 

Scripture: Psalm 100:2 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

Questions to Consider: 
Colossians 3:17 writes, “whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus with 
thanksgiving.”  Have joy, gladness, thanksgiving as you 
serve in the name of Jesus.  What a privilege to be His 
hands and feet in this world! 

Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for families          
expecting a baby, for strength and health and the desire to 
raise their child in the faith.  Pray for those who grieve the 
loss of a child.  Pray for LVC as we go out in mission! 

Daily Devotional- Week I 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 
 

 
Sunday, September 8, 2019 

 

Healing a Broken World: Mark Your Calendars! 

 

Scripture:  Luke 8:40-56 
  Psalm 46:10  

 
“Be still and know that I am God...”  

 

Questions to Consider: 

What needs to get done this week? 

On that list, what is urgent?  What is important? 

Does the urgent ever get in the way of doing what is           
important? (For example: the demands of your job keeping 
you from sharing in a family meal.)  

Is time with God on your list? 

 
Carve out 10 minutes each day this week to “be still” with 
God.  What do you hear? 
 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day: 
Pray for Grandparents and their ministry with the little 
 ones and not so little ones in their family. 
 
 

 



Monday, September 9- Finding a Healthy Rhythm I 
 

Scripture: Matthew 11:28-30  
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,                   
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,                   

and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,         
and you will find rest for your souls.  

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
What burden weighs on your heart and mind?  How long have 
you carried that burden?  Write it down.  Each day this week, 
trust that burden to the Lord in prayer.  Each day practice 
handing the concern over to the Lord.  Then ask God what 
“yoke” needs to be on your shoulders. 

Prayer Concern of the Day: Pray for Manna on Main St.,  
a soup kitchen in Lansdale. Pray for the volunteers & guests. 

 

 

Tuesday, September 10- Finding a Healthy Rhythm II 
 

Scripture: Psalm 127:2  
 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil;  

for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
How well do you sleep?  Do the concerns of the day keep you 
awake?  If you wake in the middle of the night, does your 
mind begin to race?  In those moments, practice trusting that 
burden into the Lord in prayer. 

Prayer Concern of the Day: Pray for the ministry of Help  
a Family, for resources and wisdom to help our community.    
Remember the 9-11 families. 

Wednesday, October 23- Find Your Calling III 

 
Scripture: Romans 12:2 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world,  
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is 
-his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
What is the pattern of this world that tempts you to follow? 

Take time to read God’s Word this week, pray, listen... let 
God “renew” your mind so that you can stand strong in the 
face of the world’s temptations. 

Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for those who are  
looking for a job today.  Pray for the peace of Christ in an 
anxious time.  Pray for God’s hand to support them and  
guide them to the next step. 

 

Thursday, October 24- Find Your Calling IV 

Scripture:  Ephesians 2:10  
For we are God’s handiwork,  

created in Christ Jesus to do good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
What “good work” has God created for you to do this week?  

What relationship should you invest in?                                              

What work of service should you do?                                                   

What sacrifice should you make?  How can you participate in 

what God is doing in the world this week? 

Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for marr iages that are 
struggling, that they would find God’s healing path. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A28-30&version=ESV


Monday, October 21- Find Your Calling I 
 

Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11-13 
For I know the plans I have for you,  
plans to prosper and not to harm,  

plans to give you a hope and a future...  
then you will seek me and find me  

when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
Many of us read v. 11 with great joy, expecting that God  
has details about job, marriage, home, etc...  
but v.13 shows us the heart of the plan is not in those details 
but in a relationship with the Creator.   
How will you seek Him this week?  Have you experienced 
“finding” the One Jesus taught us to call Father? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for the new Genesis 
students as they begin an important faith journey.  

 

Tuesday, October 22- Find Your Calling II 

Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and  

lean not unto your own understanding, in all your ways  
acknowledge him and he shall direct your path. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
God gave you a good mind, yet here we are told not to lean 
into our own understanding.  How does our thinking get in 
the way of hearing God’s direction?   
 
How can God direct our minds to know His path? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for CB Grandfamilies 
ministry- caring for grandparents raising grandchildren.   

Wednesday, September 11- Finding a Healthy Rhythm III 
 

Scripture: Psalm 4:8   

In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, 
O Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Peace... doesn’t that sound good?  When you lay down to 
sleep, do you feel peaceful?  Where are the areas in your life 
where harmony is missing?  Take time before you close your 
eyes to seek God’s healing grace.  Jesus is called the Prince 
of Peace because he has already won the victory for those 
things we hold with anxiety. 
 
Prayer Concern of the Day: Pray for new parents, for  
strength, for joy, for wisdom, for a yearning desire for their 
child to know Jesus, to love Him and to serve Him. 
 
 
 
Thursday, September 12- Finding a Healthy Rhythm IV 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 30:15   

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel,           
“In returning and rest you shall be saved;  

in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
 
Questions to Consider: 
Have you had a busy day?  Take a moment to “be still”.      
Set an appointment on your calendar for each day when you 
can intentionally “be still and know” the presence of God.  
Do not leave that appointment to chance! 
 
Prayer Concern of the Day: Pray for the Food Larders 

that feed the hungry.  May God give our community a heart 
for those in need. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+4%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+30%3A15&version=ESV


Friday, September 13- Finding a Healthy Rhythm V 

 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:28-31   

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the      
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not 
faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives 

power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases 
strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men 

shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they 

shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
Are you tired?  What makes you “weary?”  Notice the simple 
word from Isaiah- “wait” on the Lord.  In a busy schedule, we 
don’t want to “wait.”  We are told we need to keep moving, 
keep producing... but God’s word tells us to “wait.”   
Take a moment... a “be still” moment today- listen! 
 
Prayer Concern of the Day: Pray for the women and staff 
at the Women’s Recovery Center, for healing and hope. 
 
 
Saturday, September 14- Finding a Healthy Rhythm VI 

 

Scripture: Exodus 34:21   

Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. 
In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 

 
Questions to Consider:  Do you keep the Sabbath?  God 
did!  Will the world stop if you stop working?  Can you trust 
God this week with your long to-do list, so that you can take 
a Sabbath rest?  
 
Prayer Concern of the Day: Pray for those facing health 
decisions, for wisdom and courage. 

Daily Devotional- Week VI 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 

 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 
 

Healing a Broken World- “Crabgrass Christians” 
 

Scripture: Nehemiah 4  
“Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome,  

and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, 
your wives and your homes.” 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Nehemiah brought the people of God back from exile in 
Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem.  The work before them was 
daunting, and the neighboring people were intent of keeping 
Israel from a successful rebuild of their walls.  How would 
they ever successfully rebuild their city with all these     
challenges? 

When we look at our broken world... sometimes when we 
look at our broken lives and our broken families... it is easy 
to be discouraged.   

Is there any hope for the re-creating of what is around us and 
in us? 

When Nehemiah saw the challenges, God gave him a plan.   
Ask God today for step 1 of His plan to bring healing to 
your broken world. 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for those in pr ison, 
for the guilty and the wrongly accused. Pray for their    
chaplains as they bring the transforming news of Jesus 
Christ into the prison.  Pray for the families of prisoners, and 

for those being released back into society- a healthy path 
back home. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+34%3A21&version=ESV


Friday, October 18- Love Your Neighbor V 

Scripture: Matthew 5:44 
Love your enemy... 

Questions to Consider: 
Think of the person who has hurt you... the person you do 
not like... the person you hate.  What would it look like for 
you to love that person?  How would love change how you 
treat that person?  How would love change how you think of 
that person?  Would loving be healthier than hate? 

Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for those facing        
financial crisis- for hope and expectation that God will lead 
them through the storm. 

 

Saturday, October 19- Love Your Neighbor VI 

Scripture: Matthew 5:44 
Love your enemy, pray for those that persecute you... 

Questions to Consider: 
Psalm 137 gives us an interesting way to pray for our        
enemies:  

“Happy is he who repays you for what you have done to us- he 
who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks.”         

Is this the prayer Jesus had in mind?   

How should we pray for our enemies?      

Why should we pray for our enemies? 

Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for those struggling 
with addiction, for God’s healing grace…  
pray for their families caught also in the cycle of addiction. 
 

Daily Devotional- Week II 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 
 

Sunday, September 15, 2019 

 

 Healing a Broken World- “The Sticky Wicket” 

 

Scripture: Genesis 1, Genesis 3, Isaiah 24:5-13 

 “In the beginning God created...”Genesis 1:1 

 “the earth is defiled by its people...                                                               
 the people must bear their guilt” Isaiah 24:5,6 

 

Questions to Consider: 

We must begin this CHLB study with a difficult question- 
“why?”  If God is great and if God is good, then why is there 
evil and suffering in the world?   

What are your thoughts on that question? 

What do you think of Isaiah’s answer that points the finger to 
humanity? 

Is there any hope to heal this broken world?  What part might 
we be called to play in God’s plan to redeem the world?   

 

Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for Samaritan’s Purse- 
a Christian organization that does building repair for people 

in need.  LVC’s adult mission team has served with them  
several times. Pray for the families in need and volunteers 
who help provide for that need. 



Monday, September 16- Practicing Health I 
 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20   

Or do you not know that your body is a temple  
of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  

So glorify God in your body. 
 
Questions to Consider: 
What does it mean to “glorify God in your body?”     
 
Do you treat your body like a “temple” in which God’s   
presence dwells?   
 
What can you do today to respect the body God has given 
you? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for the safety of the 
First Responders in our community, and for their families.  
Thank God for their sacrifice.  
 
 
Tuesday, September 17- Practicing Health II 
 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:31   

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,  
do all to the glory of God. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
I am writing this devotional with a bowl of M&Ms and a cold 
diet Coke on my desk.  At this moment, all I can say is: do as 
Paul writes to the Corinthians, not as I do!   
 
What piece of your diet today should stay on the table and 
not in your mouth? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for people suffer ing 
from disasters.  How can  you put your prayer into action? 

Wednesday, October 16- Love Your Neighbor III 
 

Scripture: Hebrews 13:2   

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,  
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Hospitality is a fading art in our busy world.  In Jesus’ day, 
people were expected to welcome even a stranger in their 
home, to offer food and water, perhaps even lodging.   
Sarah fed strangers who brought the promise of a son.  
                                  
How can you show Christian hospitality this week? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for those who live in 
the midst of poverty and violence... God’s safe refuge. 
 
 
 
Thursday, October 17- Love Your Neighbor IV 
 

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-45 
Whatever you do for the least of these,  
my brothers and sisters, you do for me. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Jesus told a parable of sheep and goats. The sheep cared for 
the least of these and by doing so, they cared for Jesus.   
The goats missed their opportunity.   
Who will you care for this week?   
 
Who is the brother or sister of Jesus you can love in a  
practical way? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for those struggling 

with the realities of aging.  Pray for families making hard 
decisions. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A19-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV


Monday, October 14- Love Your Neighbor I 
 

Scripture: Matthew 22:36-40  
 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 
first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and  
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

 
Questions to Consider: 
The Torah is the five books of the law, yet the whole of that 
text boils down to Love God- neighbor- self.  Jesus takes this 
command to love and stretches it to the stranger and the     
enemy.  Then Jesus lives out this command to love,         
even on a cross.  Notice these are commands not suggestions. 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for caregivers, that 
Jesus would lighten their burden. 
 
 
 
Tuesday, October 15- Love Your Neighbor II 
 

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 
Jesus asked: “Which of these was a neighbor  

to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”   
“The one who had mercy on him.” “Go and do likewise.” 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Jesus uses a story about a Samaritan- someone the Jews  
hated- to stretch their understanding of the neighbor.    

Who is hard for you to love? 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for the Elders of LVC. 

Wednesday, September 18- Practicing Health III 
 

Scripture: Romans 12:1-2   

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,  
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,  

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
What will you do today to “renew your mind?”  Will this 
quick devotional be the only moment of refreshment?       
The transforming of the mind takes time and intentionality.  
Take time to read God’s Word... go to the church library    
and take out a book... find a small group to share the journey. 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for the Military and 
their families.  Pray for the Chaplains who are dedicated to 
helping them navigate the challenges of serving. 
 
 
Thursday, September 19- Practicing Health IV 

 

Scripture: Proverbs 17:22   

A joyful heart is good medicine,  
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Paul wrote to the Philippians to think about whatever is     
noble, pure, lovely... Where we focus our minds impacts our 
attitude for the day.  So count your blessings today! 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for the Deacons as they 
care for God’s people.  Pray for Jeff and Carol Stern in their 
ministry of visitation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+17%3A22&version=ESV


Friday, September 20- Practicing Health V 
 

Scripture: Philippians 4:13   

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
EPIC is the fellowship group at LVC for 4th-6th graders.         
It stands for Everything Possible In Christ.  St. Paul wrote 
those words from a prison cell to Christians who lived under       
Roman oppression.  He wanted them to know the victory of 
trusting Jesus even in the storm.  Paul is teaching us not just 
to trust a piece of our lives into His hands, but the whole! 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for families that are 
dealing with brokenness. 
 
 
Saturday, September 21- Practicing Health VI 
 

Scripture: Philippians 4:6-7   

Do not be anxious about anything,  
but in everything by prayer and supplication  

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
Notice that we are called to be thankful before the answer to 
prayer comes.  Today, begin your prayer with thanksgiving.  
Say thanks for all God has done and YES to what God will 
do. 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for new ministr ies that 
God is bringing into Lenape Valley, for a grace-filled         
community ready to embrace change, for leadership to be 
wise in bringing change. 

 

Daily Devotional- Week V 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 

 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 

 
Healing a Broken World- “Tree-Huggers Unite!” 

Scripture: Psalm 8 

“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth!  When I consider your heavens, the work of your     

fingers, the moon and the stars you have set in place, what is 
humanity that you are mindful of them... Yet, You have made 
them ruler over the works of your hands.”  Psalm 8:1,3,4,6 

 

Questions to Consider: 
What does it mean to be stewards of the earth that God has 
created?   

This question has become a political hot-potato...  
but the Bible teaches us that caring for God’s creation is part 
of our calling as His people.   

In your regular practice of life, what do you do that cares for 
the earth?   

What do you do that hurts God’s creation?   

What might you do differently this week to better care for 
God’s creation?   

 

Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for the children and 
families in the YMCA preschool program at LVC.   

Pray for their teachers and leadership, for a healthy, caring 
environment.  Pray that the church can make good  
connections with the families. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A6-7&version=ESV


Friday, October 11- Dump the Baggage V 
 
Scripture: Exodus 20:17 

You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not  
covet your neighbor's wife, or his male or female servant, his 

ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Questions to Consider: 
Our neighbors have a lovely stone patio surrounded by     
gardens that create an oasis of beauty.  Our back yard is 
functional for a toss of the football, and playing on swings.   
I covet the oasis!  That coveting makes me dissatisfied with 
the yard I have.  What do you covet?  How does coveting 
what someone else has create dissatisfaction in you?   
Take a moment to be thankful for what God has given you. 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for those who         
volunteer in the ministry.  Thank God for their sacrifice.  
Pray for their encouragement.   

How does God want to use you? 

 

Saturday, October 12- Dump the Baggage VI 

Scripture: Romans 12:16 
Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be proud,          

but be willing to associate with people of low position.   
Do not be conceited. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
They say: pride goes before the fall.  Pride certainly impacts 
our view of others, and our relationships with them.  Who do 
you see as beneath you... who are you better than?  Today, 
pray for that person with thanksgiving for the gift he/she is. 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for the Dunns, the       

Hinkeldeys and Paulette Thomas as they serve on the front lines. 

Daily Devotional- Week III 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 
 
Sunday, September 22, 2019 

 

Healing a Broken World- “A Holy Partnership” 

 

Scripture: Genesis 1: 26-28, 2: 19-20a... Isaiah 58:6-12 

“Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins...  

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,  

the Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.” Isaiah 58, 12 

 

Questions to Consider: 

Adam and Eve were an integral part of God’s work in      
Creation.  As they “named” the animals they were giving 
each their character and purpose.  In Isaiah, God calls        
humanity to again share in the work of re-creating a broken 
world.  

What re-creating work have you seen recently? 

Where is there desperate need of some re-creating work? 

What might you do this week to be a part of God’s               
re-creating agenda? 

 

Prayer Concern for the Day:  
Pray for Pine Run Elementary School, for the teachers, the 
students, the families.  Pray that LVC finds ways to be a 
good neighbor to the school and their families.  Pray for the 
ministry of teachers serving on the front lines in our        
community. 
 
 



Monday, September 23- Looking in God’s Mirror I 
 

Scripture: Zephaniah 3:17  

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will 
save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you 

by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 
 
Questions to Consider: 
A picture hangs in our daughter’s room which reads: “God 
danced the day you were born.”  That was a day of celebration 
in our family... and in heaven.  But is God dancing over you 
today?  Zephaniah says YES! 
     Consider God’s love for you, in love God is celebrating 
your existence today!   
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for Aid for Friends as 
they seek to feed the hungry. 
 
 
Tuesday, September 24- Looking in God’s Mirror II 
 

Scripture: Romans 5:8 

But God shows his love for us  
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Think of the “terrible twos”... that lovely year of a young 
child’s life when they declare their independence in loud and 
challenging ways.  That year can stretch into many, and then 
reappears in the teens... and through it all good parents love 
their child.  Imagine a perfect love for a wayward child.                
See yourself in the light of that love. 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for the ministry of the 
Well as they rescue people from human trafficking. 

Wednesday, October 9- Dump the Baggage III 
 

Scripture: Micah 7:19 
You hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Imagine the Marianas Trench, the deepest point in the floor 
of the ocean.  The tectonic plates meet at that point and 
move inward toward the center of the earth.  Anything put 
in that trench is taken down into the hot magma of the 
earth’s core.  Imagine our sins placed in that trench- gone 
forever.  Now imagine placing your grievances there- gone! 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for our missionar ies 
as they serve in different cultures, that they may be able to 
introduce people to Jesus and help them grow in faith. 
 
 
Thursday, October 10- Dump the Baggage IV 
 

Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:9   

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation,  
into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that 

plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
What are the desires of your heart?  People? Faith? Things?  
How does the desire for the things of this world tie you 
down? Do you find that you are working hard for the things 
of this world?  Do you have anxiety as you try to get things?  
Are you busy taking care of the things you have?                          
What if you had less...? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for the ministry of 

the Gift of Life House that supports transplant patients and 
families.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A9&version=ESV


Monday, October 7- Dump the Baggage I 

 

Scripture: I Corinthians 13:4-5 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,                          

It does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,  

it keeps no record of wrongs. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
How full is your steamer trunk?  Through life we accumulate 
many memories... often of wrongs done. We remember the 
hurtful word, the act done against us, the time we were left 
out, or were talked about behind our back.  All those           
unforgiven moments add up.  We save them as if they are 
healthy for us to keep.  But in reality, that record of wrongs 
weighs us down.  Write one hurtful memory down, and then 
burn it up... or throw it away.  Let it go! 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for our nation’s     
leaders, for Godly men and women to seek God’s call for our 
nation. 

 
 
Tuesday, October 8- Dump the Baggage II 

 

Scripture: Colossians 3:13 
Forgive whatever grievances you may have against one  

another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
 

Questions to Consider:   
One more time, remember how forgiven you are.   
Thank God for that complete forgiveness.   
Will you offer that gift to another?   
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for Cornerstone    
Christian Academy and the Common Place in SW Philly. 

Wednesday, September 25- Looking in God’s Mirror III 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:37-39  

For I am convinced that neither death nor life,  
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else  
in all creation, will be able to separate us  

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
Notice that the love of God is not dependent on anything but 
God’s faithfulness.  This love is not earned.  This love is not 
deserved.  This love is not measured or fickle.   

Are you “convinced” of God’s love for you?   

How does that love impact how you see yourself? 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for nursing home    
residents, the staff, and for families dealing with dementia. 
 
 
Thursday, September 26- Looking in God’s Mirror IV 

 
Scripture: Psalm 136:26  

Give thanks to the God of heaven,  
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
We live in a disposable time... manufacturers create built in 
obsolescence so that we need to continue to buy the new.   
We don’t expect anything to last forever.  Yet, that is the 
promise offered to us concerning God’s love.   
Do you trust that promise?  How does that love impact how 
you navigate life’s challenges? 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for the homeless today- 
that we would care for the least of these. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A37-39&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+136%3A26&version=ESV


Friday, September 27- Looking in God’s Mirror V 
 

Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11   

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,  
plans to prosper you and not to harm,  

to give you a future and a hope. 
 
Questions to Consider: 
We all had dreams at one point... some of us keep dreaming 
our whole lives... but often our dreams hit the challenge of   
reality.  But God’s dream for us comes with His power and 
grace- a sure and certain hope.    
 
What is God’s plan?  Ask... Listen… 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for wor ld peace.       
How are we called to be part of God’s instrument of peace? 
 
 
Saturday, September 28- Looking in God’s Mirror VI 

 
Scripture: John 15:9-17  

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  
Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments,  

you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's  
commandments and abide in his love. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
What does it mean to “abide in my love?”   

Why does Jesus connect obedience with abiding in his love? 

Is it possible that His commands are fashioned in love?   

What Godly command is shaping your life today? 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day:  Pray for wor ld leaders, for  
wisdom, for peace-inclined hearts, for God’s will working 
through them. 

Daily Devotional- Week V 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 

 

Sunday, October 6, 2019 

 

 Healing a Broken World- “City on a Hill” 
   

Scripture: Isaiah 42:5-7, Matthew 5:14-16 

“I will make you a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that 
are blind, to free captives from prison, and to release from 

the dungeon those who sit in darkness.”  Isaiah 42:6,7 

 

Questions to Consider: 

What does the world see in you?   

When Jesus talks about being a “city on a hill”, he is using 
the image of Jerusalem.  That city sits on a hill, and at night 
the lights of the city invite travelers along the road to come 
and find safe haven within her walls.   

Do you offer that kind of inviting light to the world? 

How can you be a light in the world today? 

How can your home be a place of safe haven? 

How can our church offer light to our community? 

 

Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for Refugees looking 
for safe haven.  Pray for  the children… for the families… 

for the Christians who are homeless because of their faith. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=ESV


Friday, October 4- Practicing Forgiveness V 
 

Scripture: Matthew 18:21,22 
 

Peter asked, “How many times must I forgive my brother 
when he sins against me?”  and Jesus answered,  

“Seventy times seven.” 
 
Questions to Consider: 
Notice that Jesus’ answer is not a suggestion, it is a          
command.  Jesus does not offer us a possible way to handle 
broken relationships, but rather the only path to grace. Jesus 
uses the perfect number 7 to signify that we are to forgive 
without ceasing.  Today, take a step into grace by forgiving 
one wrong.  Feel the gift of grace. 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for those living alone, 
for God’s presence, for good friends, for peace in the quiet 
moments.  How might you ease someone’s loneliness?  
 
 
 
Saturday, October 5- Practicing Forgiveness VI 
 

Scripture: Matthew 5:23-24  
Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has something against 

you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Jesus is clear- do not allow brokenness in your relationships 
to continue... not one more day.  Go see the person... call the 
person... write the person... desire healing more than a 
grudge. 
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for the ministry of 
Bold Hope (aka Poverty Resolutions) and for the healing of 
Haiti. 

Daily Devotional- Week IV 
 

Healing a Broken World- A Personal Journey 

 
Sunday, September 29, 2019  

 
Healing a Broken World- “Hard Hat Area”  

Scripture: I Peter 2:9-10 
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,  

a holy nation, a people belonging to God that you may  
declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 

and into his wonderful light.”  I Peter 2:9 
 

Questions to Consider: 

Think about the bridge on Butler Ave by Brittany Farms  
that has been out for months... the inconvenience... the   
frustration... the traffic challenges.  Then think about what 
would happen if we did not care for our bridges- the rela-
tionship bridges... and one of them gives way...  

The word “Priest” means bridge-builder.  If we are called to 
be bridge builders... first we must notice the bridges in our 
life that are in need of repair. 

What life- bridges do you see that need work?   

How might you begin that work? 

What are the challenges ahead to be successful in re-creating 
those bridge connections?   

How does your relationship with Jesus help you in this 
bridge-building- “priestly” work?   

 

Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for people facing    
terminal illness, for peace, for relief from suffering, for 

God’s presence in the midst, for their families and          
caregivers sharing the journey with them. 



Monday, September 30- Practicing Forgiveness I 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 1:18 
 

“Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord.  
“Though your sins are like scarlet,  

they shall be as white as snow;  
though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” 

 
Questions to Consider: 
Step 1 to being able to forgive is to recognize how forgiven 
you are.  Take time today to remember how you have fallen 
short of God’s call in your life.  Remember when you have 
caused hurt... when you have been selfish... when you have 
missed the opportunity to do good.  Remember your sin- 
missing God’s mark.  Then remember God’s complete       
forgiveness for you- washed as white as snow.   
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for people struggling 
with suicidal thoughts, for families in the grief after a suicide. 
God’s healing grace.  
 
 
Tuesday, October 1- Practicing Forgiveness II 
 

Scripture: 1 John 1:9  

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us  
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Questions to Consider: 
We are still on Step 1... today, remember God’s forgiveness 
for you.  Be even more honest about the times you have  
needed God’s forgiveness.  Look in that mirror for a moment.  
Then let God’s forgiveness wash over you again.   
 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for the staff of Lenape 

Valley Church. 

Wednesday, October 2- Practicing Forgiveness III 

 

Scripture:  Matthew 6:12 
Forgiven us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Questions to Consider:  
Take a moment to remember how you have been wronged.  
Pick one situation, or one relationship.  Remember the hurt, 
the anger, the frustration.  Have you held onto that hurt?   

Do you replay the memory from time to time?   

How does that memory impact you?... and your relationships? 

 
Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for those struggling to 
forgive.  Ask for the grace to be able to forgive. 

 

Thursday, October 3- Practicing Forgiveness IV 

 

Scripture: Matthew 6:14-15 
If you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men 

their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 

Questions to Consider: 
Remember again that wrong that you are harboring in your 
heart... Imagine your fists clenched in that memory.  When the 
Father offers you forgiveness, your clenched hands cannot   
receive the gift.  Take a moment to practice letting that wrong 
go today...unclench your hands...let God’s love in. 

 

Prayer Concern for the Day: Pray for Sunday School, and 
Genesis and youth ministry teachers that they would joyfully, 
creatively and Biblically share the good news of Jesus Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A9&version=ESV

