
I AM- You Are  
 

Imagine a world in which we still think black cats are either good luck 
or bad luck.  On Monday Night Football as the Cowboys played the  
Giants at Met Life Stadium, a black cat ran across the field.  The game 
changed from that point out, giving the Cowboys the win.  The media 
had a field day asking whether the cat brought bad luck for Giants or 
good luck for the Cowboys.  How is it that we live in a world that still 
believes cats have any power over the outcome of a football game? 

Imagine a world in which people declare themselves as their own god.  
In November, the Supreme Court of Kentucky ruled that Ben Heart- an 
atheist- could have “IMGOD” on his license plate.  Ben has been 
fighting for three years to have the right to declare his status as his own 
god on his car.  Kentucky said yes.   

Imagine a world in which the Bible- the best seller of all time- now has 
“soft sales”.  The National Publishing factory in Northeast Philadelphia 
will be closed by Christmas ending a 40+ stint of printing Bibles.  “The 
Bible business has gone soft and the warehouses are full.”  When did 
the Bible lose its importance in our culture? 

Imagine a world in which the fastest-growing population on the Ameri-
can religious landscape is “Nones”- people who don’t identify with any 
religion.  Recent data shows that those who say they have “no” religious 
affiliation has grown from 16% in 2007 to 35% in 2018.  Young adults 
today feel no expectation to affiliate with any faith community, in fact 
they often feel social pressure to identify with the “Nones”.  When did 
religion, or more importantly, faith fall out of fashion?   

The world we live in is rapidly changing from “one nation under God” 
to a diverse landscape that seldom welcomes God at all.  Many of us are 

left dumb-founded as we witness this rapid change- that many of us 
would identify as decline.  What will we do in the face of this transfor-
mation of our society?  We can stay as mute witnesses of the change, 

we can complain about the change, or we can hear God’s call in the 
midst of the change.  Throughout Advent and Christmas we will consid-
er the claims of Jesus called the I AM statements.  Each statement is a 

declaration that Jesus is God- the Living Bread, the Way, the Vine, the 
Good Shepherd, the Light of the World.  Each statement has a compan-

ion call to us to be His instruments in this world. This Advent pray 
about how God needs you to answer the call to be His light in a world 
that is growing darker.  Jesus said, “I AM- You are”.  Perhaps one    

simple step would be to invite a friend to the Christmas concerts this 
December- 8th and 20th.  Be the light! 

 
Blessings, 
 
 

 

Just a thought... 
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December 2019 

 
Sunday, December 1 
Communion 
1st Sunday in Advent 
9:30 am Unity Service 
9:45 am Sunday School 
10:30am  Brunch 
 
Sunday, December 8 
2nd Sunday in Advent 
9:30 am Traditional 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00am Contemporary 
6:00 pm Christmas                
 Concert 
 
 
Sunday, December 15 
3rd Sunday in Advent 
9:30 am Traditional 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00am Contemporary 
 
Friday, December 20 
7:00 pm Rockn’ 
         Christmas Concert 
 
Sunday, December 22 
4th Sunday in Advent 
9:30 am Traditional 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00am Contemporary 
 
Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm Worship 
9:00 pm Worship 
 
Sunday, December 29 
9:30 am ESP Worship 

Merry  

Christmas  

to all 

from the   

LVC Staff 



Please remember this month: 

      Those living in nursing homes or medical facilities, particularly:   Allen Franklin and Willa 
Gourley – Pine Run Health Center, and Bob Cotton and Bill Rissinger—Neshaminy Manor, 
Howie Jensen—New Seasons, Sally Ann Sheldon—Phoebe, Betty Dodson—Folkeways. 

     Healing, restoration and comfort:  Kathy Mitchell, Pat Stranburg, John Buechner, 
Shannon Kirner, Michelle Bilyeu, Gerry Brockett, Dani 

 Those in service – Kodi Lock, Christiaan Jones, Greg and Kelly Smith, Brittany Miranda, 
Barbara Fick, Matthew and Michael Cowan. 

 

   Our annual Progressive Dinner will be held  
Saturday, January 4th  starting at 6:00 pm 

 
If you are willing to assist by hosting either the 

Salad/Appetizer or Dessert course, 
 please contact Mary Jane Fry at 215-822-1106. 

 
Sign up in the lobby beginning Sunday, December 15—29.   
When signing up, please chose which portion of the meal  

with which you would like to assist by preparing a dish to help the host. 
 

We encourage you to come celebrate a wonderful night of  
delicious food and Christian fellowship.  Thank you! 

What better way to ward off winter’s chill than by settling 
down with a good book.  Recently in to the LVC Library 
is the patriotic Serving God and Country by Lyle 
Dorsett,  while new to the fiction shelves are Joanna  
Davidson Politano’s mystery writer tale Lady Jayne   
Disappears and To Wager Her Heart from Christy 
Award-winning author Tamera Alexander.  And for the 

kids, there is the Friendship Blessing Collection from Jan and Mike Berenstain.  Happy reading!  

Online Giving Informational Sessions 

Sundays—January 4, 11 and 18 in the church parlor between services. 

If you would like information regarding online giving to LVC,  
members of the Stewardship & Finance Committee will be available to assist you. 



    

 

  Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship 
5:00 pm Family 

8:30 pm Special Music 

9:00 pm Classic 



 

 

Clinton “Paul” Bean 

I was born and raised in Montgomery County and attended Lower Providence Pres-
byterian Church. I am married and have two step kids Nicole and Kevin.     Nicole is 
studying at BCCC and Kevin is in a Master program at Villanova. My daughter Kay-
la is a senior at Wissahickon HS and is planning to attend Elizabethtown College in 
the Fall of 2020. I have worked various IT jobs over the past 20+ years and enjoy 
spending time with the family, getting outdoors, cooking and    researching my fami-
ly tree.  

 

                                                                       Charles “Chuck” Beauregard 

Chuck has been attending LVC since the Spring.  He quickly joined our Garden 
Team and faithfully worked through the hot summer months helping to keep 
the gardens in order.  A mechanic by trade, Chuck, along with  gardening,    
enjoys golf.   

 

Joan Doerr has been attending LVC for over 1 year and is very happy to become a 
member. She joined LVC because of the welcoming feeling she has experienced 
and the people who attend. I love attending all the activities LVC  offers.  I have two 
grown sons and five wonderful grandkids.  “ feel like I have found a home at LVC 
and enjoy being a part of the Fellowship committee. 

 

                                       Margaret and Charles Leckey  

We moved from Feasterville in January, to be closer to our two sons and 
eight grandchildren  We now live in Sellersville in a development  call 
Dorchester Village . We immediately started looking for a church and 
knew about LVC. We look forward to getting to know people and helping 
ware we can  We also have two great grand sons. God is good and he 
has blessed us with and wonderful family and church family  

 

Richard and Sandy Marley met when Sandy was 14 years old.  

We married shortly after I graduated from high school. We have two 
grown daughters (one in Philly and one in Arizona, two grandchildren 
and eight great grandchildren. 

Sandy was a stay at home mom while their daughters were young. After 
they graduated I decided to attend college. I graduated from Gwynedd 
Mercy College and Arcadia University with degrees  in Nuclear Medicine 
and Health Education. I spent 32 happy years in the health field. I enjoy 
cooking, reading, (especially mysteries), daily exercising and spending 

time with family.  

Richard graduated from Millersville College with a teaching degree in Industrial Arts. I furthered my 
studies at Penn Sate and became  a Vocational Educator.  

We enjoy vacationing in Mexico and have made several lifelong  Mexican friends. I enjoy reading, 
cooking and relaxing by the pool in the summer. 

Welcome to the Newest Members of Lenape Valley Church! 



 

 

Linda Osman is a very active and outgoing person.  You can find her work-
ing out at the Y most days as early as 5:00 am.  She loves people and animals.  
Linda plays several instruments, including the accordion, piano and guitar.  She 
is a cancer survivor and has MS.  Before retirement she worked as a GI Tech at 
Abington Hospital where she began her ministry to cancer and MS patients. She 
is eager to talk with newly diagnosed patients and encourage them on their jour-
ney. 

 

 

Amy Reid is far more than the typical supportive preacher’s wife.  Amy was in 
Dan’s first 2-year Bethel teacher training class in the early 80’s.  Reluctantly, at 
a later date she taught a 2-year class – with positive results  She was part of 
the first Stephen Ministry training class, and had several successful caring part-
ners  At some point she was elected a Deacon  Later, she became an Elder, 
and served a term as Clerk of Session  Through it all she supported her       
husband in the many challenges of ministry – in Minnesota and here.  

Dan says, “One couldn’t have had a better partner and more faithful member”. 

 

 

Karen Truman and her husband, John, live in New Britain. She is a volunteer 
firefighter/paramedic with Doylestown Fire company.  Karen is a registered nurse
- previously having worked in an emergency department but is currently working 
at Johnson & Johnson doing drug safety reporting.  She and her husband love to 
travel.  She loves cats and has 2 fur babies- Annie and Lucy.  In their spare time, 
they often visit his parents 111 acre farm in Tioga county where they help on the 
farm.  She and John also harvest maple syrup and have a small business selling 
the syrup.  
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Possible 

CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS AND BOOKS 
FOR YMCA PRESCHOOL FAMILIES 

Help a Family Mission provides opportunities for 
members and friends to give Christmas Gifts to our 
neighbors.  December 1-15 children from the 
YMCA Preschool and their families will    receive 
from two separate giving choices.    Please be sure to 
bring all gifts by Sunday, December 15th. 

 

Gift Cards—Purchase gift cards for movie theaters 
and restaurants.  Drop your cards in a box labeled 
“YMCA Preschool – Gift Cards”. 

 

Books for Pre-schoolers— Bring unwrapped new 
books to the “YMCA  Preschool – Book      Basket” 

Thank you for reaching out to our Preschool   families 
to show God’s love for them here at    Lenape Valley 
Church. 

 

CRADLE FOR THE CHRIST CHILD 

Celebrate the birth of Jesus by bringing a gift for a 
baby in need to the Christmas Eve   services.   Baby 
items will be donated to the Maternity Care Coalition 
organization that works with teen     parents in Phila-
delphia and its surrounding    counties. 

Disposable diapers are high on the list of needs but all 
new baby items are welcome. 

 
Bring your gifts on December 24 to the  
5:00 or 9:00 service. 

Christmas Envelopes:  You will 
find Christmas giving opportunities  in your 
Lenape Valley pledge envelope box.  The   
envelope "Special Offering: White Gift" will 
be used to support Lenape's "Help a Fami-
ly" ministry. This ministry helps needy lo-
cal    families, the Women's Recovery 
Community Center and select families of 
the "Y"          preschool. The "Christmas 
Offering" will    support “A Women’s 
Place”, which provides comprehensive 
free, private, and confidential service, sup-
port, education, outreach and advocacy to 
victims of domestic violence and their chil-
dren and the community. 

 
HELP A FAMILY NEWS—Thank you to 
all our crafters for making wonderful items 
for our craft table, which is full of new 
items for the holiday season. Please con-
tinue working on projects they are always 
welcome!   

Be sure to check out the Help A Family 
table in the library for all the new items 
and remember the card rack is always 
available as well.  All greeting cards are 
still $2. 

 

The BC Grand Family Support Group 
would like to thank Natasha and Sarah 
Kenney, Scott and Leah Weidemoyer and 
Marcia Woods for their support. They have 
generously given their Friday evenings to 
prepare, serve and clean up meals for our 
grandparents as well as the grandchildren. 
Without their support in this way we would 
have to take time out of our meetings to do 
this ourselves. I speak for our entire sup-
port group by saying you are a blessing 
and your time is greatly appreciated!                      

Beth and Roberta 

 

 

Mark your Calendar:  

20,000 Meals on  

February 9th.                       
Bring friends! 

  

Please Pray for Mission Friends: 

Louis and Susan Sutton  

Paulette Thomas 

Chris, Jenny, Jenna, Emily, Jack and Kate 

Steve, Aracely, Kaitlin, Talitha, Shane        
Hinkeldey 

 



 

 

                 
The book club welcomes women of all ages to join us in exploring literature through a Christian perspective. 
Meetings are held usually the second Wednesday of the month from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at Karen Greer ’s 
home unless otherwise specified.  Light refreshments are served after the discussion.  For questions or direc-
tions contact Karen Greer – 215-822-3975 or Julia Mapes 215-345-8914. New members are always wel-
come. Monthly attendance is not required.  

  

December 11, 2019 

The Christmas Quilt 

Jennifer Chiaverini 

When Christmas Eve comes to Elm Creek Manor, the tenor of the holiday is far from certain. Syl-
via Bergstrom Compson, the Master Quilter, has her own reasons for preferring a quiet, even 
subdued, Christmas. Her young friend Sarah McClure, however, takes the opposite view and de-
cides to deck the halls brightly. As she explores the trunks packed with Bergstrom family decora-
tions that haven't been touched in more than fifty years, Sarah discovers a curious Christmas 
quilt. Begun in seasonal fabrics and patterns, the quilt remains unfinished.  
 
Sylvia reveals that the handiwork spans several generations and a quartet of Bergstrom quilters 
-- her great aunt, her mother, her sister, and herself. As she examines the array of quilt blocks 
each family member contributed but never completed, memories of Christmases past 
emerge. (Amazon.com) 

January 8, 2020 

Calling Me Home: A Novel 

Julie Kibler 

In Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler, eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has a favor to ask 
her hairdresser Dorrie Curtis. It's a big one. Isabelle wants Dorrie, a black single mom in her thir-
ties, to drop everything to drive Isabelle from her home in Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in Cincin-
nati. With no clear explanation why. Tomorrow. 

Curious whether she can unlock the secrets of Isabelle's guarded past, she agrees, not knowing 
it will be a journey that changes both their lives. 

Over the years, Dorrie and Isabelle have developed more than just a business relationship. They 
are friends. But Dorrie, fretting over the new man in her life and her teenage son's irresponsible 
choices, still wonders why Isabelle chose her. 

Isabelle confesses that, as a willful teen in 1930s Kentucky, she fell deeply in love with Robert 
Prewitt, a would-be doctor and the black son of her family's housekeeper―in a town where 
blacks weren't allowed after dark. The tale of their forbidden relationship and its tragic conse-
quences makes it clear Dorrie and Isabelle are headed for a gathering of the utmost importance 
and that the history of Isabelle's first and greatest love just might help Dorrie find her own way.
(Amazon.com) 



INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

 

Maria Espinal—Church Sexton 

Maria has three children.  She worked for the Central Bucks YMCA for 11 
years, 8 of those years at the Pre-school here at Lenape Valley Church.    
Maria is excited to have this opportunity to work here and get to know every-
one. 

 

 

 

 

Billy Miller—Youth Director 

Hi, LVC! My name is Billy and I am twenty-nine years old. I have been  
married to my high school sweetheart, Sammy, for two years now. I am the 
third youngest of thirteen siblings, both biological and adopted. I have been 
working in ministry full time for three years and have been engaged in 
church volunteer leadership positions for over ten years. I became an   
electrician out of high school, but felt God’s call toward ministry three years 
ago after working in a remote part of Alaska as a Property Manager for a 
fishing lodge. I have led all areas of children and youth ministries as well as 
alternative worship. Recently, I began Moravian Seminary’s “Crossroads 
Lay Leadership Program” to further my skills and knowledge. Music and 
drumming have been key parts of my faith journey and I find joy in all out-
door activities whether it be hiking, kayaking, working, or traveling. My wife 

and I hope to one day buy a house in a country setting and fill it with dogs, not cats. I look for-
ward to working alongside you all at LVC as disciples of Jesus Christ and growing in relation-
ship with God along the way. 

 

 

John Orcutt—Building Manager 

John lives in Telford with his wife Chris and Lucy the cat. He is self      
employed in the insurance industry performing loss control inspections at 
customer locations.  Prior to moving to the area in 2015, he lived in the 
Washington DC area for four years, where he met Chris, and in the  
beautiful Hudson Valley of NY for 25 years.  John has three grown sons 
living in NY & CT, a daughter & son in law in Ambler, and is blessed with 
5 grandchildren. John looks forward to continuing the seamless coordina-
tion of our church groups & nonprofits using the church facilities and   
supporting the building committee is the operation of the church facilities.   

 

We are thankful for the faithful service of Robin Cirillo and Matthias Bell who have served Jesus 
Christ well here at LVC for many years.  We pray God’s blessings upon them. 

 





  

     

01  Judy Towsey 
03  Barbara Patchell 
      Sharon Sandt 
04  Betsy Tieperman 
06  Bill Rissinger 
07  Nancy Dischert 
      Jake Medendorp 
      Nancy Smith 
09  Paul Bean 
15  Jordan McNeill 

      21  Tom Brumbaugh 
            Richard Marley 

321 W. Butler Avenue 

P. O. Box 5066 

New Britain, PA  18901 

LENAPE VALLEY CHURCH  

Phone: 215-345-1099 

Fax: 215-348-5999 

Email: office@lenapevalleychurch.org 

Our Mission:  

Welcome, Inspire and Nurture 

all people to become  life-long 

followers of Jesus Christ. 

FIND US ON THE WEB 
www.lenapevalleychurch.org 

 

Like us on Facebook!   

Lenape Valley Church 

Follow us on twitter! 
@LVC_WIN 

23 Mark Hintenlang 
26  William Whitehouse 
27  Scott Schiavone  
      Suzie Sergeant 
      Jeff Stern 
      Brittany Wiencek 
29  Nancy Groshens 
30 Barbara Siegfried 
      Kevin Koennecke 
                    

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact the church office to be removed from our mailing list.  

Mark your calendars! 
LVC goes to the LV Iron Pigs Game 

Saturday, June 27, 2020 
6:35 pm game time with fireworks to follow 

Tailgate in the Parking Lot begins at 4:00 pm 

http://www.lenapevalleychurch.org

