
Journey to the Cross 

     The Journey to the Cross begins March 1st with our Ash Wednesday service at 
7:30pm.  We have so many interesting opportunities to share on the journey… .   

 Each day you will be invited to use the Lenten Devotional Book to consider 
God’s Word to you.  In this Devotional you will hear the stories of our family’s faith 
journey as they have met Jesus along the way. Sundays we will continue to deepen 
in our understanding of who Jesus is… one chapter in Luke at a time. You are     
invited to deepen that discovery by reading along in Luke for Everyone by N.T. 
Wright.  We will offer Wednesday night experiences in the sanctuary that will allow 
you to move from creation to the cross, one step at a time.  Each evening will be an 
interactive experience designed to take you from observer to participant in the     
journey.  And finally we will share the journey of Holy Week, from the waving of 
Palms, to a Seder Meal and the Last Supper, to the Cross shrouded in darkness, to 
the victory of Easter in SonRise, brunch and Celebration.  Each step on the journey 
offers the promise of God’s grace. 

 Yet, before we begin the journey, one has to wonder: Who journeys to the 
cross?  That first Good Friday, the disciples ran away from the cross.  Only John and 
the women had the courage to stand at the foot of the cross while Jesus died.  The 
other disciples locked themselves away in an upper room, fearful that they too 
would face the cross.  Who among us journeys to the cross? 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German pastor/theologian during the rise of the 
Nazi regime.  While many in the church either cooperated with the rising regime, or 
tried to stay quietly in the background, Bonhoeffer was not shy about his criticism 
of his country’s government.  In 1930, his friends convinced him to come to     
America to teach at Union Seminary in New York City.  There he would be safe and 
able to speak freely.  But as Nazism began to take hold of his home country,      
Bonhoeffer decided that he had to return to help lead the church in faithful witness.  
His friends begged him not to return.  They rightfully feared for his life.  But     
Bonhoeffer insisted that it was time for him to “journey to the cross.”  Who among 
us journeys to the cross? 

 On September 11, 2001 the unthinkable happened.  Planes struck the Twin 
Towers in NY, the Pentagon in Washington, DC, and a field in Western PA.  Many 
of us stared frozen in horror as the towers fell and the Pentagon burned.  We saw the 
mass of people    running for their lives as the towers collapsed into the  surrounding 
streets.  But, there were also those who defied all human instinct.  Instead of running 
away, they resolutely turned into the danger, to seek and hope-fully save those who 
could not run for safety.  One First Responder was asked later how he had the   
courage to charge into such danger.  He responded, “My Lord went bravely to the 
cross, and called me to follow him.”  Who among us journeys to the cross? 

     This Lenten season we are invited to Journey to the Cross.  Most likely our jour-
ney will not lead us into the fires of destruction or into a German prison camp.  But 
there is no way to walk this journey without having to face the cross along the way.  
That cross is both our hope and our condemnation.  In the shadow of the cross, we 
have to face our own humanity even as we feel God’s amazing grace.  A true     
journey to the cross is never easy.  And at the end of the journey, we will be called 
to take up our cross and follow Him.  The invitation to this journey should come 
with a Warning sign.  Yet, I still invite you to come… share the journey… experi-
ence each step… face the challenge and breathe in the grace… and know that Jesus 
will walk with you every step along the way. 

 
Blessings , 
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Journey to the Cross 
A Lenten Experience 
 
Ash Wednesday, 
March 1 
5:30 pm Pasta Dinner 
7:30 pm Worship 
 
Sunday, March 5 
9:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Adult Educ 
 
Wednesdays in Lent 
6:00—7:30 pm 
Journey to the Cross 
 
Sunday, March 12 
Communion 
9:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Adult Educ 
 
Sunday, March 19 
Adult MT Commission 
9:30 am Worship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Adult Educ. 
 
 
Sunday, March 26 
Adult Mission Trip 
Departs 
9:30 am  Worship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Adult Educ. 

Church Phone 

215-345-1099 

 
Staff contact info: 

All emails end in  

@lenapevalleychurch.org 

 
Anitab  Phone ext. 121 

dianed             ext. 125 

robin               ext. 123 

jrwolff            ext. 124 

laurac             ext. 120 



IN OUR PRAYERS, please remember this month: 
      Those living in nursing homes or medical facilities, particularly:   Jane Austin– Heritage Towers, 
Mary Terry – Pine Run Health Center, Bob Cotton and Goline Vanderhoof—Neshaminy Manor, and 
Bill Rissinger—Lakeview. 
 
      For healing and comfort for Sammie Martin, Jim Helmbold, Heidi Dolan, Selene Bell, Mark Townsend, 
Dawson, Nicholas, Marisa, Jeff Raysbrook, Jon Cester 
 
      Those hospitalized this month:  Bert Schillo, Emily DiDomenico, Liz Stranburg 
 
       New birth:  Linda Rose DiDomenico, to Vincent and Emily, and Isabelle Coleen Stranburg, to 
Adam and Liz. 
       
      Those in the military – Barbara Fick, Christian Jones, Kodi Lock, Greg and Kelly Smith, the 
U.S. Army 3rd Cavalry Regiment in Afghanistan (they have returned home and thank you for 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

THANK YOU FOR THE CARDS! 
Thank you to everyone who sent get well cards to Judy Tvorak.  She received more than 40 cards 
and continues to receive more.  This kind gesture brightens her life. 
 
DOYLESTOWN HOSPITAL IS SEEKING VOLUNTEERS who are willing to be trained to serve as 
lay chaplains to patients, families and staff at the hospital, or at the Pine Run or Lakeview         
Communities.  The training class is scheduled to begin in the spring. If you are interested in this 
type of volunteer ministry, please call the Pastoral Care Department at Doylestown Hospital, 215-
345-2269. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Good Reads from the Good Word 
Check out these latest offerings from the LVC library:   

 
      

To coincide with the March 3rd movie release  

The Shack, check out William Paul Young’s novel  

of the same name, along with the book Crossroads. 



 

Beth Clark 

Beth Clark, originally from Indiana and a graduate of Indiana University, moved to 
Doylestown in 1993. She is a CPA and works as the CFO of a Doylestown based 
company. She has been married to her husband, Brian, for 28 years, and they have two 
children, Steven and Kristen.  

 

 

 

Joyce McCormick 

Joyce grew up in Massachusetts and has been in PA since 1971.  She is a retired occupational therapist and 
lives at Pine Run.   

Joyce has a son, daughter-in-law, and grandson who live in MA. She is looking forward to serving at LVPC. 

 

 

 

 

Diana Stever 

Diana is excited to have found Lenape Valley to be a church that is alive and outgrow-
ing the parking lot. The first time she visited she felt God had led her here for a reason. 
At the time, Diana was recovering from foot surgery. Steven and Aracely Hinkeldey 
were there preparing to mission in Guatemala. Right then she knew this was where God 
wanted her to be that day, because years ago, Diana missioned in El Salvador and Gua-
temala. She is looking forward to our fellowship and was amazed when we made 
10,000 meals in one hour.  

 

 

Amy and Bob Williams 

Bob, Amy and Abigail (age 7) moved to Pennsylvania from New Jersey in 
2015, and love living in Bedminster. Bob is a lead software architect and 
Amy is a marketing      project manager. Abigail, who is in first grade, 
is active in Girl Scouts, horseback   riding, basketball and softball.  As a 
family they enjoy travelling and exploring national parks, skiing, and taking 
their dog Jake for long walks on local hiking trails.  They look forward 
to being active members of the church.  

 

 

Welcome to the Newest  Members  

of Lenape Valley Church! 



             .   .   . March 2017 

 
 

 

Poverty Resolutions: 

On March 5
th
 Matt Jones from Poverty Reso-

lutions will be preaching.  Our youth have 
worked closely with Poverty Resolutions and 
partnered with them when they went on their 
mission trip to Haiti last summer. 

 

Poverty Resolution’s mission is to combat 
spiritual, economic, and familial poverty by 
providing hope to the people of Haiti. 
Through community engagement, sustaina-
bility, and kingdom preparation they strive to 
resolve all forms of poverty and make a last-
ing impact on those they serve. 

 

Please welcome Matt following the service in 
coffee hour. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

March 5   Matt Jones preaching – 

                              Poverty Resolutions 

March 19  Commissioning of Adult Mission 

                              Trip Members 

March 26 Adult Mission Trip to Hungerford, TX 

March/April      One Great Hour of Sharing 

May 7 – 21     Worthwhile Wear clothing drive 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Celebrate February 
 

Chili Cook-Off: This year’s event was 
a huge success.  More than 120 people 
attended and many kinds of chili and 
soups were enjoyed. The Adult Mission 
Team raised $3399.  The proceeds for the 
cook-off will help support the mission trip 
planned for the week of March 26

th
.  Our 

team will partner with Samaritan's Purse 
this year. They will be staying and working 
at Straightway Training Center in Hunger-
ford, TX.  Team members will be repairing 
and restoring the training center build-
ing.  Straightway is a Christian run, tem-
porary housing and rehab facility for peo-
ple struggling with addictions.  They also 
work with pregnant teenagers soon to be 
Mom's.  Please pray for our team for a 
safe and successful trip. 

 

 

Stop Hunger Now: On February 12
th
 

we made over 10,000 meals in about 45 
minutes.  Over 150 participated in pack-
aging the meals.  During this amazing 
event, we laughed, listened to music and 
cheered when the gong rang for each 
1000 meals made and boxed for shipping.  
A big thank you to the Property Commit-
tee who helped set up for this event, YDT 
and Christian Ed. Committees who served 
coffee hour.  We were also thankful for 
everyone who stayed to help clean up at 
the end.  Participants were all able to 
leave by noon!  Stay tuned for a repeat of 
this event in 2018.  Do you think we could 
up the ante and do 20,000 meals? 

  

Please Pray for Mission Friends: 

Louis and Susan Sutton  

Paulette Thomas 

Chris, Jenny, Jenna, Emily, Jack and 
Kate 

The Hinkeldey family—Steve, Aracely, 
Kaitlin, Talitha, Shane   

 



       

 

 

 

 

 Eating “right” or healthy is not as simple as 
it used to be. Don’t be overwhelmed. Remember 
it’s easier to make small changes first. So pick one 
area to change and get everyone in the family in-
volved. Make it fun. If introducing new foods is a          
challenge, try what we did at one of the camps 
where I worked.  The children had to eat everything 
that was served at a meal.  If they had never had the 
food before or didn’t like it, they had to at least 
have a “beach house bite”. That means they had to 
taste the food. Just a small taste, but it was interest-
ing to see that many of the children would start   
eating foods they had never had or thought they 
didn’t like. 

 
      Remember these are general guidelines for    
people age 2 years and older. I have simplified them 
here.  There are calorie recommendations, guide-
lines for vegetarian diets, exercise guidelines and 
more at www.health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015  Or 
search for “2015 dietary guidelines” or 
www.chosemyplate.gov. You’ll find recipes, games 
and more. 

 

So pick up your fork (knife and spoon) look 
at your plate. Pick one area to work on. We make 
change one step at a time. Where will you begin 
today? Share your changes with me and others.   
Hebrews 10:24: “Let us consider how we may spur 
one another toward love and good deeds…”  

 

Leah Weidemoyer 

Parish Nurse 

Pick up your knife and fork,  

        it’s National Nutrition Month! 

 

      “Put your best fork forward” is this year’s 
theme National Nutrition Month. What does it mean 
to put your best fork forward? I thought instantly of 
the  recent Chili and Soup Cook-off and the great 
food we got to sample. Then I thought about the 
10,000 meals we packed a few weeks ago. Do you 
remember what we put in the bags? Veggies, protein 
and grain (rice), along with vitamins and minerals.  
Nutrition is all about the choices we make and what 
fuel we give our bodies. So putting your best fork 
forward is designed to remind us that we have the 
power to make better and wiser choices. This month 
I want to talk about the current dietary guidelines. 
These guidelines, updated every 5 years, are         
designed to promote health and prevent common 
chronic diseases. They include: 

 eating a variety of foods and beverages  

 limiting added sugars, certain fats, and 
salt 

 consuming more whole grains (grains in-
clude bread, pasta) 

 choosing lean and varied protein sources 

 choosing certain oils (over others) 

      

 Over the next few months we will look more 
closely at each of these. For now let’s take a look at 
one of the new concepts to help you find balance in 
what you eat, your plate. Think about what you had 
for dinner last night. How much of your plate (%) 
was filled with fruits and vegetables? with protein? 
with whole grains? The guidelines recommend your 
plate should be half 
fruits and vegetables; 
the other half is split 
equally with protein 
and grains. Half of 
those grains should 
be whole grains. No-
tice that dairy is “off 
to the side”.  Dairy is 
important but should 
be low fat. 

 

http://www.health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015




 

 

                 
The book club welcomes women of all ages to join us in exploring literature through a Christian perspective. 
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of the month from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at Karen Greer’s home unless 
otherwise specified.  Light refreshments are served after the discussion.  For questions or directions contact 
Karen Greer – 215-822-3975 or Julia Mapes 215-345-8914. New members are always welcome. Monthly 
attendance is not required.  

  

DATE CHANGE 

March 15, 2017 from 2-4 PM 

Between Gods  by Alison Pick 

     Profound, honest, and masterfully written—Between Gods forces us to reexamine our beliefs 
and the extent to which they define us. 

     Growing up in a tight-knit Christian family, Alison Pick went to church regularly. But as a teen-
ager, she discovered a remarkable family secret: her paternal grandparents fled from the Czech 
Republic at the start of WWII because they were Jewish. Tragically, other family members who 
hesitated to emigrate were sent to Auschwitz. 

     Haunted by the Holocaust, Alison's grandparents established themselves in their new lives as 
Christians. Not even Alison's father knew of his parents' past until he visited the Jewish cemetery 
in Prague as an adult. This atmosphere of shame and secrecy haunted Alison's journey into 
adulthood. 

     Drowning in a sense of emptiness, she eventually came to realize that her true path forward 
lay in reclaiming her history and identity as a Jew, and she began attending conversion classes. 
But the process was far from easy as old wounds were opened, and all of her relationships were 
tested. (Amazon.com) 

April 12, 2017 from 2-4 PM 

Take Me With You  by Catherine Ryan Hyde 

     August is on his way to Yellowstone to go camping, but his RV has broken down, leaving him 
and his small part–Jack Russell terrier, Woody, stranded in a one-horse desert town. While the 
mechanic, Wes, works on the vehicle, the science teacher frets that he won’t have enough mon-
ey to make it to the park. He’s not going for pleasure, although that was the original purpose of 
the trip; instead, he’s transporting some of his son’s ashes so he can sprinkle them around the 
park. He and Phillip, who was killed in the car accident that led to the breakup of August’s mar-
riage, had planned the trip together. Now it seems as though the RV’s engine repairs will eat up 
most of his cash. Then Wes makes August an offer he can’t refuse: Finish your trip, but! take my 
two boys with you, and I won’t charge you anything. The boys, 12-year-old Seth, and Henry, 7, 
will go into the foster system if Wes, who's scheduled to serve 90 days in jail, can’t find an alter-
native. August refuses but finally relents, and what follows is a lifelong bond among a recovering 
alcoholic, a wise young boy who's been forced to play the grown-up since his mom walked out, 
and sweet but silent Henry. Hyde’s books can be almost relentlessly uplifting, but in her case, 
that’s not a bad thing. She does it well and manages to avoid bringing religion, schmaltz, or im-
probable outcomes into the mix, instead relying on crisp, clean prose and a straightforward 
method of storytelling that has its own unique appeal. 



To All Crafters.... 
 
Thank you for all the great pink and red crafts that have appeared on 
Help-A-Family's craft table for Valentines Day.   
 
We'd like to challenge you all to make something green for St. Patrick’s Day and 
anything "springy" for Easter.  Our shoppers are always looking for "what's new?"   
 
Thanks to everyone who has supported us by making purchases!!!  The craft ta-
ble is always open for sales in the library. 



 

Experience the Journey 
Wednesdays—Starting March 8—April 5 

Sanctuary open 6:00—7:30 pm 
(also available throughout the week  

during office hours- 8:30am – 3:30pm) 

 
Join us as the journey unfolds from creation to the 
cross.  Each week new experiences will be added.  
 
March 8th: The Beginning—The Fall 
 
March 15th:  The Garden—Betrayed  
 
March 22nd: Condemned—Denied 
 
March 29th:  Whipped and Mocked - 
                         Nailed to the Cross 
 
April: 5th:  It Is Finished  - Buried In a Tomb 
 

Palm Sunday  
9:30 Worship Service 

 
Children’s procession of the Palms 

 
Worship followed by Easter Egg Hunt. 

(bring your own basket) 
 

Maundy Thursday 
6:00 pm Seder 

Experience the Passover feast that Jesus shared with his disciples at 
the Last Supper. 

 
7:30 pm Worship 

Worship service description and invitation. (Coming from Anita) 

 

Good Friday  
7:30 pm Worship 

Worship service description and invitation.  (Coming from Diane) 

 

Easter Sunday 
6:45 am Son-Rise Service 

On front lawn (weather permitting) 
 
 

Followed by breakfast 
 

9:30 am Easter Sunday Celebration 

 

  

 

Join Us For the Journey! 
 

Ash Wednesday 
March 1st 

 
5:30 – 7:15 pm Pasta Dinner 

 
No need to make dinner for your family.  Join us 
for a pasta dinner prepared and served by our 
youth mission trip participants.  You will enjoy a 
delicious meal while you help the youth raise 
funds for their trip to Wayne County, NY, June 25 
– 31. 

 
The menu includes assorted pastas meatballs, 
salad, bread and dessert.  Purchase tickets 
ahead or at the door.  Donation: $8.00/Adults, 
$5.00/children. 
 
 

7:30 pm Worship Service 
Led by the Youth and Praise Band 

 
The “imposition of ashes” is a central part of the 
service.  During the service you will be invited to 
come forward to receive ashes on your forehead.  
In scripture, ashes serve both as a symbol of 
mortality and as a sign of mourning and repent-
ance.  We leave the service in confidence and 
gratitude:  Christ has conquered death. Nothing 
can separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord.  The “sign of the cross” 
serves as a sign, declaring our acceptance and 
reconciliation through the grace of God.  
 

Lenten Worship— 

Sundays at 9:30 am 
Join us for worship as we continue the sermon series, Who Is 
Jesus? This series takes us on a journey with Jesus to the cross 
eventually leading us to the Easter morning celebration. 

 



                                     Sports Camp  

                                    at LVC 

 

                     June 26—June 30 

8:30 am—12 noon 

 

Save these dates and sign up on line! 

https://pushtherock.org/united-

states/buxmont/buxmont-summer-camps/ 

Make plans now to travel with us! 

 

Vacation  

Bible School  

at LVC 

 

Sunday, July 16—Thursday, July 20 

from 6:00—8:00 pm 
 

Contact the church office to ask how you can help! 

Many opportunities– small, medium and large— 

planning, leading, creating! 





  

      
  
01  Barbara Burnett 

            Susan Cassel 
             Tracy Horn 

04  Donna Mattes 
06  Ralph Roberts 
      Pat Stranburg 

              Beth Woodring 
08  Peg Colombo 
09  Bonnie White 
10  Mary DeVries 

             Charles Sheldon 
             11  Dave Clapper 
                    Lori Howard 

14  Lisa Sharp 
           

321 W. Butler Avenue 

P. O. Box 5066 

New Britain, PA  18901 

LENAPE VALLEY CHURCH  

Phone: 215-345-1099 

Fax: 215-348-5999 

Email: office@lenapevalleychurch.org 

Our Mission:  

Welcome, Inspire , Nurture 

and Serve all to become  life-

long followers of Jesus Christ. 

FIND US ON THE WEB 
www.lenapevalleychurch.org 

 

Like us on Facebook!   

Lenape Valley Church 

Follow us on twitter! 
@LVC_WIN 

 16  James Sandt 
20 Arlene Toro 
21 Sue Brodish 
22 Bob Cotton 
     Bill Curtis 
     Chris Willard 
23 Goline Vanderhoof 
25 Bill Kuder 
     Willa Gourley 

       27 Jane Hellberg 
       28 Deb Kleeman 

Judy Orr 
30 Bill Burnett 
 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact the church office to be removed from our mailing list.  

http://www.lenapevalleychurch.org

