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 Healing a Broken World- A Genesis Study 
 
If you watch the evening news, catch the newsfeed on your phone, or glance at the front 
page of the newspaper, you begin to realize how very broken this world is.  If you are a  
student of history, you know that this brokenness has repeated itself over and over again.  
The world is no more/ no less broken than it was when war enveloped Europe and Asia, 
and our young Americans were sent to fight.  The world is no more/ no less broken than it 
was when Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because of the debauchery of their people. 
The world is no more/ no less broken than it was 2,000 years ago when an innocent man 
was crucified.  Each generation has had its own expression of sin, but none has been able 
to rise above our very human instincts.  As Paul writes to the Romans, “all have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God.”   
 
Living in the brokenness of the world can leave us feeling hopeless, even helpless.  It is 
tempting to just accept the reality of the world as is.  Yet, God has not given up on our 
cause! Since the fall of humanity at the dawn of time, God has been working to bring      
humanity back to the Garden.  Jesus gave his life to bring us back.  One generation after 
the next has heard the call to be part of God’s redeeming work in the world.  Jesus calls us 
to be a “city on a hill” bringing light to the world. 
 
This fall we will prepare for our mission weekend-  

The Church Has Left the Building (CHLTB)   
October 26-27 

by considering what it means to be God’s “city on a hill” (Matthew 5:14), a “light to the 
world” (Isaiah 42:6), a “blessing to the nations.” (Genesis 12:3) 

This Bible Study Guide is designed to companion with the sermon series this fall-  
Healing a Broken World. 
 
In this study, we will explore the stories of Genesis.  Through one story after the next we 
will see God’s plan for His creation, the brokenness that enters the creation, and God’s 
work to redeem and heal the creation.  We will also discover, through this study of Genesis, 
God’s invitation to share in that redeeming work. Gather together with friends to share the 
journey. Use this guide with your family while you share a family meal, or take time on 
your own to “be still” with the Lord. However you use these materials, may this              
exploration of God’s Word prepare you to be partners with the Creator in healing a broken 
world.   
 
This invitation to be a part of God’s Kingdom building project offers a live-changing, 
church building, community-healing opportunity.  I look forward to sharing the journey 
with you this fall. 

Blessings!   

Anita 



Study 1:  Healing a Broken World- A Study of Genesis 
   

God’s Plan- Genesis 1 & 2 
 
     
The Gathering  
 Opening Question- Share with the group a time when you experienced the beauty of 
God’s creation... where were you... what time of day... what was it like to see the “thumbprint 
of God” on this world? 
 
Opening Prayer- Ask for prayer concerns.                                                              
  Open in prayer lifting up those concerns.   
 
 
 
 
The Study 
 
 Read Genesis 1 

[As a small group, share the reading around the group... one day at a time.] 
 

As you read, keep in mind that Genesis 1 is not a science book, or a history book, but a      
theological description of the creation.  Note what you learn about God in these verses, 
God’s intentionality, God’s order, God’s loving and creative work.  After you have read the 
whole description, go back and take it apart bit by bit. 
 

 Genesis 1:1-2 
What do you notice “in the beginning”?      
                                                                 
Does God shape existing matter, or create out of nothing?  
 
Notice the state of the world- “darkness”... “formless”... “empty”...  
Darkness... Deep- contrast with Light... Land 
 
Notice- “the Spirit of God”... 
 

Notice God “speaking”... At this beginning moment we see the expression of the Trinity-   
Father, Son, Spirit.   
 

Remember in John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made.”    
Jesus is identified as the Word of God- in the beginning... Notice in Genesis 1:1 God creating 
through Word. 
 

Hebrews 11:3- the universe created by God’s command...                                              
God is the only One who can create out of nothing. 
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 Genesis 1:3-25 
Notice in the enumeration of days: 
The space, order and content that God places in Creation. 
 

The word translated as “day” is the Hebrew word  -“yom”  יום-  

This word connotes a time period, not necessarily a 24-hour time period.  It could represent 
years, even significant spans of time. 

 

Each “day” begins with an Announcement- “And God says...” 

The Announcement is followed by a Command... “Let there be” 

The narrator then shares a Report of what God creates- “And God made” 

God offers an Evaluation- “and God saw that...” 

 
Notice the intention chronological framework of the created order.                   
[This order works in concert with much that science has uncovered.  Genesis just insists that 
the space, order and content of Creation are intentionally created by God and not just a   
happenstance of occurrences.] 
 
Day 1- Light 
Day 2- Firmament, Sky, Seas 
Day 3- Dry land, Vegetation 
Day 4- Lights  
Day 5- Inhabitants- birds, fish 
Day 6- Land animals, Human beings 
 

 Genesis 1:3-5 
What do you notice about “day” 1? 
List the announcement, command, report, evaluation. 
 
 

 Genesis 1:6-8. 9-13 
What do you notice about “day” 2 and 3? 
What does God do in day 3- 2 times, that God does not do in day 2?  Why? 
 
 

Notice each “day” concludes- “there was evening and there was morning”  
Why this order of words?  Why not morning and evening?                                                     

 

Is it possible that the narrator is emphasizing the image of darkness- evening turning into 
light- morning... from the empty darkness of the beginning to the full light of the created  
order? 
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 Genesis 1:14-19 
What do you notice about “day” 4? 
 
 
Notice not just what is created, but how the creation functions together.  Notice the order, and 
the way that the creation continues God’s order. “serve as signs”... “govern the day and 
night”...  
 
 Genesis 1:20-23 
What do you notice about “day” 5? 
 
 
Notice the water does not have the power for spontaneous generation.  Life in the water 
comes only through God’s efficacious Word. 
 
v.22- “blessed”... “be fruitful and multiply”... same command in v. 28.   
Is there any difference between these two commands? 
 
 
 Genesis 1:24-25 
Notice God does not “bless” and command “be fruitful and multiply” to the land animals.  
Why?   
 
 
 Genesis 1:26-28 
Notice the different Announcement- instead of “let there be”... v.26- “let us”.   
What is the significance of this change? 
 
 
What does it mean to be created “in the image” of God? 
 
Other creatures are created “according to their kinds”... humanity is made “in the image of 
God.”  This difference in the creative order identifies the uniqueness of humanity... the 
uniqueness of humanity’s relationship and communication with the Creator... the uniqueness 
of humanity’s responsibility in the creative order.   
 
“likeness”  What does this signify? 
 
 
What are the three blessings given to humanity?  How do these blessings show humanity’s 
responsibility in the creative order? 
 
 
Notice the divine Evaluation at the end of “day” 6.   
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 Read Genesis 2:8-9, 15-22, 23-25 

What do you notice about the relationships in the garden? 

 

What part of “man” does God use to create “woman”? 

 

Matthew Henry writes in his commentary, “Woman is not made out of his head to top him, 
not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, and 
near his heart to be beloved.”   
 
Harmony exists in the garden... evidence of love... “no shame”...   
intimacy with the creation, with humanity, with God 
 
Where do you experience “garden” relationships in your life? 
 
 
Use the remaining time in your small group gathering to share something from your life that 
is meaningful to you today... an experience, a hope, a concern, a memory, a challenge...  
Allow your fellowship to take a step in deepening your relationships. 
 
Share one prayer concern for the members of your small group to hold in prayer until you 
meet again. 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
 
Homework 
 Read Genesis 3 in the light of Genesis 1 and 2.  Where did it all go wrong? 
 Do you have a project that you would like to lead for CHLTB? 
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Study 2:  Healing a Broken World- A Study of Genesis 
 

 Where did it all go wrong?- Genesis 3  
    

The Gathering  
 Opening Question- St Paul writes in Romans 1:20 that “God’s invisible qualities” are 
clearly seen in Creation.  What have you seen of God in His creative order? 

 Opening Prayer 

 
The Study 
Read Genesis 2:8-9, 15-17 
This scene shows the gift of “free will” given to humanity.   

What is the choice before humanity?                                                                             

What is the significance of the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil?” 
  

Notice first the harmony of the garden... the relationship humanity has in the garden with 
each other and with God... notice God’s provision  for all the needs of humanity.  

What is different about this “tree?” 

 

This knowledge not only creates ethical awareness... this tree is about the ability to create 
systems of ethics and moral judgments... the wisdom and discernment to decide and effect 
“good” and “evil”.  Only God in heaven, who transcends time and space, has the prerogative 
to decide what is good and bad.  Thus, eating of this tree is the effort to become as “god.”   

Why does God give this choice to humanity?             

                                                  
Doesn’t God know before all time, what humanity will choose?   
 

This choice is understood as God’s gift of Free Will.                                                     

Why would God give humanity free will if God already knew how humanity would mis-use 
that gift? 
 

Free Will is essential for humanity to be fully human,,, to be fully in relationship with one  
another and with God... to be able to give and receive love.  Unfortunately, living with the     
capacity to love also means we have the capacity to hate.  Free Will is a beautiful and      
challenging gift from God. 

Would you be willing to give up your free will if the absence of human free will in the world 
would make evil impossible? 
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Would you give up your ability to choose if that would mean people could not choose evil? 

 
How do you use your free will for good? 
                                                                                   
Will you share a way you have used your free will in a way that is not good? 
 
When have you acted as your own “god”? 
 
 Genesis 3:1-10 
What do you notice? 
 
What contrast do you see from the harmony of the garden in Ch. 1 & 2? 
  
Notice that God creates with Word... now the serpent distorts creation with words. 
 
Give an example of temptation in your life... the way that lies distort truth and tempt you away 
from what is good. 
 
Contrast v.2:25 and 3:10 
What does it mean to be “naked?” 
 
 Genesis 3:11-13 
What does humanity do when caught in sin? 
Do you ever play the game of “pass the buck”? 
 
 Genesis 3:14-19 
What do you think of these curses?  Do you see evidence in today’s reality? 
 
 Genesis 3:20-21 
Look at God’s provision of hope in these 2 verses 
What is the significance of the name Eve? 
  
Notice the swift shift from “dust you will return”- death, to Eve as the  mother of the living. 
  Hope even as humanity learns that they will die. 
 
v. 21- What is the significance of the garments God makes? 
 
 Notice now that animals will have to die for humanity to live.  In the garden, humanity 
lived in harmony with living creatures and ate from the vegetation of the garden.  
  
 Notice God’s intentional care for the needs of humanity, even when it  will cost the lives 
of His creatures.  God cares for humanity even though they have chosen against God.   
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Genesis 3 is the “break moment” in the creation story.  Before we talk about healing a broken 
world, we need to understand the origin of the break.   
 
Who does our culture blame for the brokenness of our world?   
 
 
Often people blame God for the brokenness of the world.  They frame their accusation with 
the question “why?”  If God is good and God is great, why is there evil and suffering in the 
world?  That question is often followed by- why does God allow evil and suffering?  Surely a 
good God would want to prevent the hurt, and a great God would be able to prevent the hurt, 
so why does God allow...   
 

 
If God chose not to “allow”... what would happen to free will, and humanity’s possibility to 
choose good and love and relationship?     
Where do you see brokenness in the world?        

                                                         
Where do you see humanity’s choices connected with that brokenness?  

 

[Look back at the curses... those realities are the consequences of sin.  Remember that death 
was not in the original design of the garden... death is the result of humanity’s sin.]   
 

Where do you see God’s provision of hope in the midst of the brokenness?  
 
  
 Romans 5:12, 18 
Paul shows that ultimately the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the hope that can heal a broken 
world. 
 
 Use the remaining time in your small group gathering to share something from your life 

that is meaningful to you today... an experience, a hope, a concern, a memory, a          
challenge... Allow your fellowship to take a step in deepening your relationships. 

 
 

Closing Prayer- Ask for  prayer concerns.  Pray together.             
 
Homework 
 Read one of the Genesis stories of a Broken World.  Your small group could  divide up 
the stories so that each one is covered by someone in the group. 
 Genesis 4:1-16 Cain and Abel 

 Genesis 6:9-22 Noah’s Ark 

 Genesis11:1-9 Tower of Babel 

 Genesis 18, 19 Sodom and Gomorrah 

 Do you have a project that you would like to lead for CHLTB? 
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Study 3:  Healing a Broken World- A Study of Genesis 
 

           The Cycle Continues- Genesis 4, 6, 11, 18     

The Gathering  
 Opening Question- Before we dive into the brokenness of the world, celebrate a   
moment of beauty that God gave you this week. 

 Opening Prayer 

The Study 
The following study will look at 4 stories that happen in Genesis which demonstrate the      
brokenness of the world.  How interesting that the Bible is so transparent about the people of 
God.  The story is often troubling... and often the brokenness hits too close to home.  As you 
read the stories, consider the modern equivalent of those realities.  Also, look for God’s   
provision... God’s lessons... God’s grace in the midst of the brokenness.  Choose any or all 
of the following stories to explore the cycle of brokenness in this world illustrated in the 
book of Genesis. 
 
 Read Genesis 4:1-16-Cain and Abel 
What do you notice in this story? 
 

Why doesn’t God accept Cain’s offering, yet accepts Abel’s? 
 

Notice Cain brought “some of the fruits of the soil” while Abel brings the “fat portion” from 
the “firstborn” of his flock.  Cain is bringing an offering, but Abel is bringing his best   
offering.  Throughout scripture the people of God are called to offer their first fruits... the 
first born without defect... the best of what we have... not just any gift we have laying 
about.   

 

What would it mean for you to give your best? 
 

Why does Cain kill his brother?   
                                                                               
What does the question “brother’s keeper” mean?                                                              
 
Are we our brother’s keeper? 
 

What is God’s response to Cain’s sin... the consequence of sin? 
 

Look at v. 15- How does God protect Cain even as Cain chooses sin?  
 
 Genesis 6:9-22   Noah’s Ark  
 What do you notice in this story? 
 
 Why is this the most popular OT story in children’s storybooks? 
 
 When you think about what happens to humanity in the flood, how do  you feel about 
this being a popular children’s story? 
 
 What do you think of God after reading this story? 
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Here is some information to help you think about this story a bit deeper... 
Several of the ancient peoples have a flood story... for example: stories from India, 
Greece, Babylon... very interesting that people who had no ability to know one another 
because they were separated by large expanses of desert and water, would still have a   
report in their ancient stories of a flood that covered the earth. 
 
The contrast between the way that the people of Israel tell the story of the flood and the 
way that the Babylonians tell the story of the flood is interesting.  Here are a few points 
of contrast: 
In the Babylonian account, the gods keep the impending flood a secret.  In the Biblical 

account, God tells Noah so that a remnant of humanity can be saved. 
In the Babylonian account, the flood gets out of control and frightens the gods so that 

they are like “cowered dogs.”  In the Biblical account, God is sovereign through the 
whole of the process, from the notification to the beginning of the rain, the conclusion 
of the rain, the recession of the water, the rainbow in the sky. 

In the Babylonian account, the heroes of the story shut the hatch of their boat.  In the  
Biblical account, “the Lord shut Noah in”.   

In the Babylonian account, the gods are toying with humanity.  In the Biblical account, 
God wants a covenant with humanity that will continue for all time. 

 
Consider the parallels between Adam and the Original Creation and Noah and the                
Re-Creation: 

Original creation finds Adam in partnership with God naming the animals.                
In the re-creation, Noah is called to preserve the creation by saving the animals. 
Both worlds are created out of a watery chaos. 
Both Adam and Noah are associated with the “image of God”. 
Both Adam and Noah “walk with God” 
Both rule the animals. 
God repeats the commission to be “fruitful and multiply and rule the earth” (1:28-30, 9:1-7) 
Both had three sons... there was division among the brothers. 
Both sinned and the result of their sin left them “naked”.   
 
The Noah story is the first time that God offers a “covenant” with the people.  At the    
beginning, God is working out a covenant relationship with Noah.  By the end of the   
story, God has shifted from a singular “you” to a plural “you”, indicating that his rainbow 
covenant is with humanity.   
 
The flood both punishes and purges the earth.   
Think about our culture…What do you think God’s evaluation of today’s world is?  
                                                                   
What do we do with the vision of God in this story?   
 
Notice the end of the story... an olive branch showing the continuation of the beauty of 
creation... and a rainbow promise. 
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 Genesis11:1-9 Tower of Babel 
What do you notice in this story? 

What is the sin in building the tower? 

Why does God “confuse” the language of the people? 

Give examples of times when humanity has united to do good, and times when we have united 
for our own selfish sakes...  

 
Remember the story of Pentecost, where God gives the disciples the ability to be heard by the 

people in their own languages... God “unconfuses” language to allow the good news of the 
gospel to be preached.   

 
What do you think of the contrast of the Tower of Babel and Pentecost? 
 
 
 Genesis 18, 19 Sodom and Gomorrah 
 Genesis 18:20-33 
 What do you think of this bargaining session between God and Abraham? 
 
 What was the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah? 
  Violence, greed, sexual immorality, total devaluing of life 
  Read Chapter 19 to get a view of the debauchery of S/G 
  
 The description in chapter 19 should leave you sick to your stomach- the details are not 
G-rated!  At the end of that story, as Lot’s family is being saved from Sodom, the writer gives 
one last detail: 
 Genesis 19:26- But Lot’s wife looked back and she became a pillar of salt. 

 Why did Lot’s wife look back? 

 
 Do we ever look back at our sinful lives with longing? 

 
Thoughts about the Cycle of Brokenness: 
Why don’t we learn?  Why does the cycle repeat itself?   
  
Sin of one generation passed on to the next ... Numbers 14:18 ‘The Lord is slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and  transgression, but he will by no means 
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.’ 
Where do you see a cycle of brokenness continuing from generation to generation? 
 

What can break the cycle?   
 
 2 Corinthians 5:17  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, 

the new is here! 
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Use the remaining time in your small group gathering to share something from your life that 
is meaningful to you today... an experience, a hope, a concern, a memory, a challenge...  

Allow your fellowship to take a step in deepening your relationships. 
 
 
Closing Prayer- Ask for  prayer concerns.  Pray together.                                                            
 

Homework 
 Read Genesis 12:1-3.  What does it mean to be the “chosen people?” 
 
 Do you have a project that you would like to lead for CHLTB, or do you know where 

you want to serve? 
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Study4:  Healing a Broken World- A Study of Genesis 
 

God’s Chosen Partner-  Genesis 12:1-3 
     

The Gathering  
 Opening Question- Share a blessing and a challenge from this week. 

 Opening Prayer 

 

The Study 
For the last several studies, we have looked at the brokenness of the world.  That cycle began 
at the dawn of time and has continued with each generation, in each land and culture to the 
modern age.  One has to wonder why God does not just give up on humanity!  But Scripture 
teaches us that “God’s love endures forever.” (Psalm 136)  The more amazing truth, as we 
look at the story of God with his people, is that God not only loves humanity, but desires to 
partner with humanity in healing a broken world.  This week, explore that relationship, and 
find yourself in that relationship. 
 
 
 Read Genesis 1:26-28 
Remember the meaning of being created in the “image of God”... in Latin, the Imago Dei.                                                                                                                             
 

Share with one another what that means to you to be created in the image of God. 
 

Notice that there is both a blessing to being created “in the image of God” and a calling. 
 

What is your calling as you live into the image of God? 
 
 
 Read Genesis 2:19-24  
Notice that God includes humanity in the creating process.  In Biblical times, a name was not 

just the term by which a person or animal was called.  A name was the expression of the 
essence, the purpose, the full identity of that being.  In Exodus 3 when God tells Moses 
the name of God- YHWH- Yahweh, God was not just telling Moses what to call God.  But 
rather, God was revealing His true identity, essence, purpose to Moses.  That was the full 
reveal!  So in Genesis, when God asked Adam and Eve to name the animals, God is giving 
them the opportunity to determine the essence and purpose of each animal.  

 
Why does God include humanity in the creating process in such a significant way?   

Why does God choose humanity as partners in the creating event? 
 
What does that initial partnership teach you about God’s intention for humanity today in  
re-claiming/ re-creating Creation? 
 
How might God want to use you in the re-creating process? 
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 Read Genesis 12:1-3  
In this passage, we see the origin of the idea of the “chosen people.”  Israel has been known 

for 1000’s of years as God’s chosen people.  Notice that God does not choose the people 
because they are better, or more loved, but rather because God has a special purpose for 
this people. 

 
What is the purpose or calling for the chosen people of God? 

How were they a “blessing” to humanity through the ages? 

Have they always lived into that calling? 

 
In Jesus, we are engrafted into Abraham’s family by adoption (Galatians 3:26-29)...  
therefore, we too are “chosen” and called to be a blessing. 
How can Christians fulfill this calling to “bless all the nations of the earth?”  
 
 
 Read Isaiah 42:6-7 
Isaiah used the image of light to describe the way that God’s people are called to “bless all 

the nations of the earth.”  Notice that the people of God are called to bring light to the 
Gentiles- those who are not among the “chosen.” 

What does it mean to bring “light” to the world? 

 

Verse 7 gives examples of ways to bring light... what would it look like today to bring 
“light” to the world? 

 
 
 Read Isaiah 49:6 
“It is too small a thing” to restore just the tribes of Jacob.                                                      
What does that mean? 
 

What is the “salvation” that Isaiah talks about? 
 
What does that look like in the context of re-creating a broken world? 
  
 Matthew 5:14-16 
Jerusalem is a city built on a hill.  At night, the lights of the city can be seen for miles by the 

people travelling on the road.  The light beacons the travelers, invites them, shows them 
the way to safe refuge within the city walls. 

 

What does it mean for us to be “a city on a hill?” 

 

Does our light point to the Father? 

 

How do we shine... what can we do to shine... what happens when we shine? 
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Even as Jesus is reminding us of our ancient calling/purpose, He knows that we will often fail. 
Why does God choose us if He knows we will fail in the calling? 
 
     
Do you remember the children’s song- “This Little Light of Mine”?   
     What makes it hard to shine?   

 

     How will you intentionally choose to shine this week? 

 
 
Use the remaining time in your small group gathering to share something from your life that is 

meaningful to you today... an experience, a hope, a concern, a memory, a challenge... Allow 
your fellowship to take a step in deepening your relationships. 

 
 

Closing Prayer- Ask for  prayer concerns.  Pray together.           
                                                  
 
Homework 
 Read Genesis 12:10-20 W hat happens when we try to fix things? 
 
 

 How will you serve for CHLTB? 
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Study 5:  Healing a Broken World- A Study of Genesis 
 
  Handyman Special- When we try to fix things- Genesis 12:10-20  
   

The Gathering  
 Opening Question- We heard the call to be “light” to the world.   

 Where did you see “light” in the world this week?   

 Were you “blessed” by the “light”?    

 Were you a blessing that brought light in a situation? 

 Opening Prayer 

 
The Study 
In Genesis 12:1-3 Abram (the original name for Abraham) was called by God to bless all the 
people of the earth.  Today we will look at the first story the Bible tells about Abram after 
that calling by God.  Before you dive into the next few stories, note that Abram’s first act 
was to go to Bethel (literally- “house of God”), builtan altar to the Lord and “called on the 
name of the Lord.”  His first instinct is strong and good... but look what happens next as 
Abram lives in the reality of a broken world.  Who does he trust to heal the brokenness? 
 
 Read Genesis 12:10-20 
What happens in this story?  What were the dynamics at play? 

What do you think of Abram now? 

Put yourself in Sarai’s shoes- imagine her reality.  Thoughts? 

Where is Abram’s trust in this moment? 

Do you ever try to make things work- not trusting God in the moment? 

 
 Read Genesis 20:1-7 (or read the whole story 20:1-18) 
Notice that the names are changed from Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah- because 

God has promised Abram that he will be the father of many nations- and Sarai will be 
blessed with a son.  

 
What happens in this story?  What were the dynamics at play? 

What do you think of Abram now? 

Why doesn’t Abraham trust God to protect him?   

Do you see God’s protection in this story even though Abraham does not trust? 

Abraham has not learned from the Genesis 12 moment, so he makes the same mistake again.  
Do you find yourself trying to be your own answer to prayer? 
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 Read Genesis 15:1-6 
What is the promise that God has given Abraham? 

Why is this promise so important to this man? 

What are the implications of that promise for us? 

 
 Read Genesis 16:1-4a 
In the ancient world, the idea of surrogacy was not uncommon.  Wealthy women would use 

their maid servants to help grow their families.  Any child conceived by the husband, 
could be considered a legitimate heir if the wife claimed the child as her own. 

   
Who does Sarai blame for her empty womb?   

 In this moment, does she remember God’s promise?   

 Has Abraham forgotten the promise?  Why? 

What promises do we forget in the midst of the challenges of the world? 

Abraham and Sarah are trying to be their own answer to prayer...  
 Do we ever take the reins and try to make things happen for ourselves? 

 

 Read Genesis 16: 4b-10 
Notice in this story, that Sarai uses Hagar as a surrogate, and then despises the child         

conceived.  Take a moment to walk in Sarai’s shoes... then step into Hagar’s shoes.   
 
How does God bring healing in the midst of the brokenness? 

Thoughts about the way God works in our lives... 
 
After Hagar gives birth to Ishmael, Sarah continues to “mistreat” (Hebrew-beat) Hagar, she 

takes her son and runs again into the desert.  This time God provides all that Hagar will 
need for her desert journey to a safe place.  Ishmael comes back only for the burial of 
Abraham.  The brothers are divided, and their people divided to this day.  Notice the    
discord of the Middle East today. 

 
 Read Genesis 27 
Abraham and Sarah have a son Isaac, who marries Rebekah.  They have twins, one born just 

moments after the other, holding onto the heel of his brother.  In that culture, the first 

born, even if just by minutes, would have the right and blessing of the first born. The  

second child would receive the left overs.  Rebekah loved the second child- Jacob.  She 

sees the injustice of her beloved son not receiving as much as his older brother.  So she 

takes things into her own hands.   

 

What do you think of Rebekah’s schemes? 
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What are the ramifications of this deceit? 
Jacob and Esau are forever enemies.  Even a later effort to reconcile is unsuccessful.  
This family feud continues for generations, playing out hundreds of years later as the 
people wander the journey and enter the Promised Land.  Jacob’s people- Israel fight 
against Esau’s people- the Edomites and Amalekites.   
 
Think of a moment when you have tried to make things “right”... what was the fall-out 
of that effort? 
 
 

Questions to consider: 
  Tired of waiting for God to fix things?  

  Unhappy with the way God fixes things? 

  Dis-satisfied with God’s timing in answering prayer? 

  Do you ever try to answer your own prayer? 

 
         What happens when we try to fix things?   
 
    Even if the result is to our liking... Do we leave God behind? 
 
 Name a situation that you are praying about... What would be the difference  
 between partnering with God in His plan and trying to fix things yourself?   
  
Use the remaining time in your small group gathering to share something from your life 

that is meaningful to you today... an experience, a hope, a concern, a memory, a  
challenge... Allow your fellowship to take a step in deepening your relationships. 

 
Closing Prayer- Ask for  prayer concerns.  Pray together.                                                            
 
Homework 
 Read Romans 8:28- let this verse speak to your heart... 
 If your time allows this week... Read the whole story of Joseph.                      
Genesis 30:1-24, Genesis 37-50 
 
 How will you serve for CHLTB? 

 

 

 

 

Healing A Broken World—Genesis Study 5 



Study 6:  Healing a Broken World- A Study of Genesis 
 
        Joseph’s Story- Brokenness to Redemption   Genesis 37-50  
   

The Gathering  
 Opening Question- Think about a good “family” story, and a bad “family” story.  
How would you characterize your family- loving, strong, united, broken, hurtful, weak...?  

Are you willing to share a “family” story that typifies your description? 

 Opening Prayer 

 
The Study 
From chapter 38 through chapter 50 we find the story of Joseph.  (His birth is described in 
Genesis 30:1-24)  His story moves and shapes not only the conclusion of Genesis, but the 
whole of the story of the people of God.  It is a story of a broken world and God’s redeeming 
work to heal that world.  It is also a story of our part in that redeeming work.  The story      
begins with Jacob, married to two wives- Leah and Rachel.  Leah is the family workhorse 
and easily provides Jacob with sons.  Rachel is the beloved wife, but she struggles to       
conceive.  When she finally gives birth to Joseph, he becomes Jacob’s favorite among the 
sons.  This favoritism breeds jealously, and the jealousy breeds hatred, and the hatred leads 
to some horrifying decisions. 
 
 Read Genesis 37:12-28 
What do you notice in this story? 

 

Imagine what Joseph was thinking as he travelled in the slave caravan to Egypt.  
Share your thoughts. 
 
 
Notice the name of the people who were the slave traders, v.28.   
What biblical story of brokenness comes to mind when you think about the Ishmaelite's? 
 

Read the following series of stories of Joseph... see the brokenness of the world, and God’s 
work to redeem that brokenness for good. 

 
[Your group can either read the stories out loud and then discuss, or you can have people 
read the story of Joseph before you meet, have that person re-tell the story, and then take 
the incidents one at a time to discuss.] 
 

 Read Genesis 39:1-6a  
Joseph has landed well in Egypt in spite of being sold as a slave- a good job, a wealthy 

household, responsibility and respect not often accorded a servant.   
 

When has God redeemed a bad situation with a good outcome for you? 
 

Healing A Broken World—Genesis Study 6 



 Read Genesis 39:6b-23 
Imagine being Joseph... wrongly accused... thrown in prison...                                         
What must he be thinking/feeling?   
 
How does God redeem even this challenging situation? 
 
In this Joseph story, God’s redeeming does not take Joseph out of the prison.  Instead, God 

uses Joseph in the prison. 
 
Share a time when God has redeemed a bad situation in your life for good.                         
Did God leave you in the challenge, or lift you out of it?  
 

 Read Genesis 40, 41:1-40 
[Instead of reading the story in full, have someone prepared to tell the highlights.] 
Where do you see God’s redemption in this story? 
 
In this story, it takes a long time for the redemption to happen.  When the cupbearer forgets 

Joseph (v.40:23), Joseph spends more years in prison before he gets the opportunity to help 
Pharaoh with his dreams.   

When have you felt like your cause is forgotten... by others... by God...?           
 
What do you do in those waiting times? 
 
Look at the grand way that God redeems Joseph’s story... and by so doing redeems Egypt.  

Thoughts? 
 
 Read Genesis 41:56-42:8 
What do you think Joseph was thinking/ feeling when he saw his brothers? 
 
Here we come face to face with the family brokenness...                                                      
Joseph has to decide if he will continue the divide or seek to heal the hurt. 
What would you be tempted to do in that moment? 
 
If you read the full story (ch.42-44), you see the game that Joseph plays with his brothers that 

forces them to bring his brother Benjamin and his father to Egypt. 
 
 Read Genesis 45:1-7 
Look at the moment that Joseph reveals himself to his brothers. 
How do the brothers react to the realization that the man who holds their future in his hands 

is Joseph- the brother they have sold into slavery? 
 
What do you think about Joseph’s thought in v.5-7? 
 
 Read Romans 8:28 
How does Genesis 45:5-7 reflect Paul’s teaching in Romans 8:28? 
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 Read Genesis 45:8-11 
In the end, Joseph provides for his family in beautiful ways.  He gives them food, and he 

gives them the best land in all of Egypt (Goshen) as a home during the famine.   
Why does Joseph care for his family so grace-fully? 
 
What would you do in that situation? 
 
Share a time when you have been an instrument of healing in your family...                             
or perhaps a time when you have chosen to continue the divide. 
 

 Read Genesis 50:15-21 
Step into the shoes of Joseph’s brothers in verse 15.   
Why are they afraid now, even though Joseph has provided so well for them and for their   

families? 
Look at Joseph’s response.   
What does Joseph’s response teach us about God’s redemption? 
 
Does Joseph mean that God was the one who sent him into slavery, or that God was able to 

use the sin of his brothers to bless Joseph, his family and the world? 
 
Questions to consider: 
To redeem is to give value to that which has no value... to heal that which was broken.  When 

we redeem a coupon, we take a worthless piece of paper, and it suddenly becomes worth 
$10 off a pair of shoes, or 25% off a piece of furniture.  In the Joseph story, God redeems 
the sin of the brothers’ act against Joseph to save the world. 

 
Jesus is referred to in the Bible as the Redeemer.  Consider Revelation 5:9.   

How has Jesus acted as a Redeemer in your life? 

How has God redeemed the brokenness of this world to bless you? 

How has God redeemed the brokenness you face to bless those around you? 

[Example: a woman who has lost her husband can become a comforter to another woman 
grieving the loss of her husband.]   

  
Use the remaining time in your small group gathering to share something from your life that is 

meaningful to you today... an experience, a hope, a concern, a memory, a challenge...      
Allow your fellowship to take a step in deepening your relationships. 
 

Closing Prayer- Ask for  prayer concerns.  Pray together.                                                            
 
Homework 
 How will you serve for CHLTB? 
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