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Why are we going through the church manual?  

As a leader you may feel like giving an explanation as to why we are 

working through the church manual for GG material. Here are a few reasons 

that you could share with your group.  

1. In recent years Ryan work though ecclesiology in Sunday School, but 

only a smaller portion of the congregation would come on a regular 

basis. We wanted to make sure as many people as possible are exposed 

to teachings on the nature of the church, specifically at GCC. 

2. Many long-standing members did not go through membership classes 

and are unfamiliar with our new membership manual. It could be 

helpful for all members to know that we have this document and what 

is in it.  

3. Over the last year and a half, we have seen so many churches 

diminished because of a low view of Christs bride. We need to be 

vibrant and unified on the centrality of the church in God’s plan of 

redemption.  

 

What is the church part 1 

Leader Guide  

• Have your group read the paragraphs on “Role and Purpose of the C hurch” 

(pages 8 and 9 below ). To save time you could encourage everyone to do so 

ahead of time and come with any questions or observations. Fell free to 

develop some of your own questions. 

• Possible questions to ask:  

 1. Does church membership make you uncomfortable?  

 2. What do you like about church membership?  
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 3. How can we encourage others to consider church membership? 

 4. in what way does the church “affirm who are authentic Christians”? (Matt 

18:18) 

  

Spend some time reviewing and discussing the 8 key characteristics of a true 

local church. Be mindful that this conversation does not turn into church 

basing.  

What are some of the negative outcomes that manifest when these 

characteristics are lacking or not present? 

What are benefits to a local church when these characteristics are fully present?  

 

• Regenerated church membership (Matt 18:15-18, Heb 13:17) 

• Qualified leadership (1 Tim 3:1-13) 

• Preaching and Worship (1 Tim 4:13, Eph 5:19-21) 

• Rightly administered sacraments (1 Cor 11:23-34, Matt 28:19) 

• Spirit Unity (Eph 4:17) 

• Holiness (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

• The Great Commandment to love (1 Cor 13) 

• The Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20) 

We are encouraged to pray for the church. Identify some prayer requests. Is 

there a prayer you could commit to praying together for GCC? (Philippians 1, 

Ephesians 1, 3, Colossians 1) 
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What is the Church – A biblical perspective? 
 

a) A theological overview of the church:  her role and purpose 
 

 
The church can be defined as follows: 
 

The church is the assembly of Christ’s regenerate people who regularly and intentionally 
gather in His name to worship Him and serve one another as they learn the Bible 
together, sing [psalms, hymns and spiritual songs] together, pray together, and 
celebrate the Lord’s Table together.  (Pastor Ryan Case – “Who is the church”) 

 
The church is the spiritual family of God, comprised of those individuals whom God has 
adopted into his family.  It is the assembly of the elect, brothers and sisters who share a 
spiritual kinship and who are united to Christ and to each other.  It is important to note 
that the church is not a human institution but a supernatural community (congregation) 
created by Christ.  It is through the church that the risen and ascended Lord is making 
himself known to the world. 

 
The church is an institution created and authorized by Jesus Christ to disseminate the gospel 

of the Kingdom (i.e., the redemptive plan of God), to affirm who are authentic Christians, to 

oversee their discipleship and progress in maturity, and to expose imposters and the 

unrepentant.   
 

While Jesus is the church’s foundation, the church is brought into existence and is 

empowered by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit energizes the church to do Christ’s bidding 

and to be effective in doing it.  The distinct endowments of the Holy Spirit’s activity and 

working should be manifest within local churches.  These supernatural characteristics should 

be evident whenever true believers come together and should be noticeable to the world. 
 

Among the many other things that could be said about the church, it should be emphasized 

that believers come together to hear Spirit anointed teaching and preaching, to worship and 

praise God, to observe the ordinances that Christ has instituted, to be equipped for ministry 

and evangelism, to be encouraged and built up in the faith, to become mature as disciples, 

and to engage in genuine acts of charity and love toward one another.   The church is 

NOTE:  Pastor Ryan Case began a detailed study on “ecclesiology” (the doctrine of the 
church) in the adult Sunday School class. This study was initiated on February 17, 2019.  
Pastor Ryan’s lecture notes are available as handouts and can be requested by contacting 
Pastor Ryan.  Readers are urged to read these lecture notes. 
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committed to building, equipping, strengthening, encouraging, and comforting its members.  

The church must train and release its members to use their spiritual gifts in various ways. 
 
The book of Acts presents an engaging historical narrative of the rise and development of 

the church following the ascension of Jesus.  The early days of the church are momentous 

and unusual.  As God the Holy Spirit is unleashed, we see the gospel being preached with 

extraordinary power, producing amazing results.  The church undergoes explosive growth 

and institutional structures have to be quickly put in place to manage the affairs of the ever-

growing body of believers.  It is quite a story and deserves your attention.   
 

Driscoll and Breshears have identified eight key characteristics of a true local church. 
 
1) Regenerated church membership – while a local church will include children and un-

regenerated people, church leaders must strive to admit into membership only the truly born 

again. 
 
2) Qualified leadership – competent leaders oversee the church.  A plurality of elders is to 

provide spiritual oversight and deacons are to oversee the many supporting activities 

(ministries) that enable and are integral to a church’s existence.  
 
3) Preaching and worship – the church assembles to hear God’s word expounded and to 

respond with appropriate worship and praise.  It cannot be stressed enough that a careful 

exposition of the bible is essential to the church’s life and health.  God’s revealed word, 

when faithfully preached, has the power to convert unbelievers and transform the lives of 

believers. 
 
4) Rightly administered sacraments (ordinances) – baptism and the Lord’s Supper are to be 

faithfully observed. 
 
5) Spirit unity – The Holy Spirit creates oneness among all truly converted members.  

Oneness manifests itself in the presence of a loving unity.  This unity includes: theological 

unity, relational unity, unity in ministry, missional unity, and organizational unity. 
 
6) Holiness – God calls both believers and the corporate church to holiness, being set apart 

and actively repenting of known sins.  Leaders teach, correct, train and equip church 

members to be a holy people. 
 
7) The Great Commandment to love – Church members are to love God.  Secondly, they are 

to love each other.  The church is a loving community that devotes itself to fellowship, or 

koinonia.  Fellowship includes God’s people living together in an intentional, relational 

community that seeks the wellbeing of one another in every way, including spiritual, 

material, and emotional.  There is a supernatural bond which unites believers. 
 
8) The Great Commission to evangelize and make disciples – The church is an evangelistic 

(missional) community where the gospel of Jesus is constantly made visible through 
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preaching, the witness of its members, and its Spirit-empowered life of love.  The church is 

passionate to see lost people embrace Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
 
 


