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Visible and invisible and the dangers of discontentment 

As a group, look at the Visible / Invisible Church chart (page 11 also below) Then, spend 

some time looking at the article ‘The Danger of Discontentment’ (page 4)  

 

Some questions to consider and discuss 

1. Why is it important to make a distinction between the visible and invisible church? 

List a few reasons. Here’s one from scripture 1 John 2:19 and Rom 8:29-30. 

 

2. What are some examples of discontentment in the local church? 

 

3. How do we handle discontentment in ourselves? 

 

4. What should we say to others when we notice they may be struggling with 

discontentment? 

 

5. In what ways are you ministering to and serving others at GCC? 

 

6. Can you identify some possible needs at GCC? How could you go about finding out 

and making a plan of action to be involved in the edification of the church? 

 

7. The question is a good one: Does a church ever fully arrive and become fully healthy?  

 

8. If time permits, identify some churches mentioned in the New Testament and make 

some observations as to what is said in the scriptures. You could look at the 7 

churches in Revelation and discuss some of the things Christ has to say. 
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the Visible, Local Church the Invisible, Universal Church 

Membership includes the saved and lost  Membership includes only the saved 
Contains only currently living people  Contains both the dead and living in Christ 
Includes many local churches  There is only one universal church 
Comprised of differing denominations  No single denomination prevails 
Is a part of the body of Christ  Contains the entire body of Christ 
Differing types of church government exist Christ is the only head of the church 
Administers ordinances commanded by Jesus Ordinances have been fulfilled 

 

 

The universal church, also referred to as the one invisible church, refers to 

those who are true Christians by virtue of God’s election and their union with 

Christ, a group known perfectly only by God (Kapic). Another definition of the 

universal church is: the assembly of all Christians from all ages who will 

gather at the end of history Leeman). The universal church is the entire family 

of God.  It is comprised of all those individuals in human history whom God 

has elected, called, justified and adopted into his family through faith.  The 

universal church extends throughout the entire world and contains individuals 

from every tribe, race and tongue (i.e., it is not confined to any culture or 

place).  All true Christians are one with all other Christians. 
 
The local church, also referred to as the organized church or the visible 

church, consists of small gatherings (congregations) of the universal church 

that meet together on a regular basis at a particular place.  The local church 

refers to people who profess faith in Jesus and participate in a local church 

(Kapic). Another definition is as follows:  A local church is a group of 

Christians who regularly gather in Christ’s name to officially affirm and 

oversee one another’s membership in Jesus Christ and his kingdom through 

gospel preaching and gospel ordinances (Leeman, p 52). Local churches are 

tangible churches, made up of real people, cooperating under an organizational 

framework, that assemble together on a regular basis.  After God places you 

into the universal church at your conversion, it is expected that you will attach 

yourself to a local church. 
 
The following table has been modified from the chart originally prepared by H. 

Wayne House (“Local Church Contrasted with the Universal Church”, Charts 

of Christian Theology and Doctrine, Zondervan, 1992).  It shows the 

differences between the visible and invisible church. 
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Destroying Church Community: The Danger of Discontentment 
 

Does a church ever “arrive” and become fully healthy?  Probably not.  We don’t 

see it in the New Testament.  There will likely always be particular aspects of 

church life that do not sit well with individual church members.  Disillusionment 

can set in after attending church for a while and then discovering that church life, 

Sunday services and church activities/programs are not as good as you initially 

believed them to be, that GCC does not align with your dream or wishes for our 

church.  This can lead to disappointment, negative feelings, be accompanied by 

discontent and a critical spirit, cause you to be cynical, even lead to conflict and 

division within the body.   

 

Be forewarned.  Every church has what appears to be strange ideas, unseemly 

features, peculiar notions, and odd ways of doing things.  That is, church practices 

may not align with your likes and preferences.  But this is normal.  And then there 

are the people who attend.  They may be quirky, obnoxious, loud, proud, 

unfriendly, plain, disagreeable, etc. – or so it seems.  While good churches aspire 

to high biblical ideals, remember they are “in process” and have not yet arrived.  

That is, the lofty vision for the New Testament church does not match the earthly 

reality. 

 

As individuals we need to remind ourselves that we, as believers, like the church, 

are on the path toward sanctification and have not yet arrived.  The command of 

Ephesians 4:1-3 should constrain our thinking, our mouths and our behaviours: 

“Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your 

calling, for you have been called by God. Always be humble and gentle. Be patient 

with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 

Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 

together with peace.” (NLT) 

 

You will probably not like everything that happens at GCC.  Things may not align 

with your preferences.  But sometimes we need to set aside our preferences and 

frustrations, grumbling and fault finding and just adapt (fit in, accept, put up) with 

the practices that may be edifying to the larger church body.  At other times, you 

will be in a position to offer a point of view or initiate a conversation for doing 

things differently (or better) that warrants discussion within the church body and 

which could lead to positive and beneficial changes.  That is, there are times when 
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silence is best; at other times you could be the agent of constructive change.  Let 

wisdom guide you in accepting aspects of church life that may not be to your 

liking; remember that others are wanting to be accepting of you.  You will 

generally find that your efforts to integrate into body life and invest in the church 

will bring greater joy and beneficial results than standing on the margins looking in 

as a discontent critic or complainer.  Churches are easily destroyed and their 

vitality quickly fades when its members are discontent, when annoyances fester, or 

when a negative attitude exists.  This can quickly lead to apathy or antagonism.  

Don’t let your relationships dry up or your enthusiasm shrivel because you don’t 

like certain things at GCC. 
 
 


