
Grace Community GG Church Membership Manual Session 3 

Have your groups look over pages 15-18 of the manual. There is a lot to 

read. It might be helpful to suggest to your group members to look this over 

ahead of time.  

Remember: The point of looking over these things is to remind us who we 

are as a church. And to enjoy the blessing of like-mindedness.  

 

Some questions to consider and discuss: 

1. Take note of some of the category headers ie) We are reformed, We are 

evangelical-highlight, We are elder lead: and discuss your own journey and 

progression with these. 

 

2. How would you come alongside someone that hasn’t considered or thought 

through some of these? What were/are some helpful resources for you? Take some 

time to share those. 

 

3. Do you think all these labels are helpful? Why or why not? 

• Imagine going into a grocery store and all the cans on the selves had no labels! 

 

 

 

As you read through the Statement of Beliefs consider: 

1. How would you explain justification to someone? What are some scriptures you can 

reference? What is the difference between Justification and Sanctification? 

https://www.gotquestions.org/justification.html  

 

2. What are some ways you’re involved in evangelism at GCC as it is defined? Are there 

some specific ways you or we can be praying? 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/justification.html
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3. Other religions/cults constantly attack the Trinity-if someone came to your door and 

said, “The word Trinity isn’t even in the Bible” what would you lovingly say to them? 

 

What is Grace Community Church? 
 
a)  We are Christian.  That is, we are followers of Christ and his teachings; also referred to 

(in the bible) as disciples, brothers, or saints.  We believe in and have put our faith in the 

person and work of Jesus Christ, not in rival (false) gods or in other world faiths, religions, 

philosophies or worldviews.  A Christian is a person who has been born again (i.e., 

regenerated) by the Spirit of God and who wholeheartedly trusts in Jesus Christ and seeks to 

follow Him in obedience. 
 
b)  We are Protestant.  That is, we are part of the Christian tradition arising out of the 

Protestant Reformation as distinct from Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox traditions.  

In the broadest sense, Protestant refers to every movement and tradition that grew out of the 

sixteenth century protest against the Roman Catholic Church and its abuses.  Protestantism 

is usually associated with such core beliefs as the unique authority of Scripture, justification 

by faith alone and the priesthood of all believers.  (Kapic)   
 
c)  We are Reformed.  That is, we subscribe to a distinct theological tradition arising out of 

the Protestant Reformation whose roots can be traced back to Ulrich Zwingli and John 

Calvin.  Reformed theology is committed to the five solas that prioritize God’s action and 

grace in Christ as the source and goal of all theology and the life of faith.  (Kapic)   
1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone) 
The Bible alone teaches all that is necessary for our salvation from sin and is the standard 

by which all Christian behavior must be measured. 
2. Sola Gratia (by Grace alone) 
In salvation we are rescued from God’s wrath by His grace alone. God’s spontaneous and 

unmerited favor is granted through the calling and regenerating work of the Holy Spirit 

who releases us from our willful bondage to sin and enables us to repent and believe in 

Christ. 
3. Sola Fide (through Faith alone) 
Justification is by grace alone through faith alone. Justification can never be the reward 

or result of human works or merit, nor does it grow out of an infusion of Christ’s 

righteousness. 
4. Solus Christus (because of Christ alone) 
Our salvation is accomplished by the mediatorial work of Christ alone. His sinless life 

and substitutionary death alone are sufficient for our justification and reconciliation to the 

Father. 
5. Soli Deo Gloria (for the Glory of God alone) 
God glorifies Himself in all that He does. Therefore we should acknowledge His highest 

purpose and live for His glory alone. 
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d)  We are Calvinists.  We believe in the sovereignty of God and the doctrines of grace – 

which are frequently expressed through the acronym T.U.L.I.P.: 
    Total Depravity (pervasive depravity, radical corruption, original sin) 
    Unconditional Election (sovereign election) 
    Limited Atonement (particular redemption, definite atonement) 
    Irresistible Grace (effectual or efficacious grace) 
    Perseverance of the Saints (preservation of the saints, persevering grace) 

 
e)  We are Baptists.  More specifically, we are Calvinistic Baptists (or Reformed Baptists 

or Particular Baptists).  We uphold believer’s baptism (through water immersion) and reject 

paedo-baptism (i.e., the baptism of infants).  We differ from General Baptists in that we 

affirm Christ’s atonement applies particularly to the elect. 
 
f)  We are evangelical.  It must be noted that this term has had a fluid meaning over the last 

100 years.  As a result, many people have indicated that the word “evangelical” is almost 

meaningless and is largely an unreliable and unhelpful label.  It’s a word that is difficult to 

pin down because so many views and (sometimes conflicting) definitions have been put 

forward.  However, numerous definitions over the years have emphasized the following:  
 • the need for a personal conversion experience (of trusting in Christ) 
 • a commitment to the bible and the authority of scripture 
 • the centrality of Christ and the cross (the atonement) 
 • the importance of preaching the Gospel (over ritual and liturgy) 
 • active evangelization and discipleship making 
 
Don Carson has put forward this comprehensive definition:  “An evangelical, at his best, is 

a person who believes the good news found in the New Testament, that God has sent his Son 

to die on the cross and rise from the dead, ascend to glory, seated at the right hand of God, 

coming at the end of the age to redeem his image-bearers from their sin, their 

condemnation, pouring upon them his Spirit to justify them, sanctify them, and one day 

glorify them in perfection. It’s all the good news of what God has done, and this demands a 

response of obedience, repentance, faith.” https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/tgc-podcast/what-is-

an-evangelical/ 

 
g)  We are Bible believing.  We believe in the inspiration, inerrancy, infallibility, 

sufficiency, and authority of the bible in all matters pertaining to faith and living.  We 

submit to the bible as God’s revealed truth and align ourselves with the scriptures in all 

things that the scriptures address.  We disagree with those who hold that non-biblical or 

extra-biblical traditions (of man or the church) are equal to or higher in authority than the 

Bible.  We affirm the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy.  
 
h)  We are Christ centered.  We are a Christocentric and gospel focused church that has a 

deep and ongoing commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  Simple stated, Jesus 

Christ is the main thing; he is supreme above everything else; he is the basis for our 

existence; Jesus is the foundation of the church.   
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i)  We are an independent church.  We do not currently have a formal denominational 

affiliation with any Christian body or association.  This means that we are not under the 

oversight of another religious body (institution) or other church leaders.  Our church elders 

do however maintain connections with other churches, consult with other church leaders, 

participate in ministry fellowships, and attend conferences, seminars and workshops. 

 
j)  We are elder led.  Church elders are the governing body of the local church.  The elder 
board assumes an authoritative function in two primary areas: teaching and church 
oversight (as stipulated in 1 Timothy 3:1-7).  The elder board seeks to reach consensus 
through discussion, prayer and the study of relevant scriptures before making decisions.  
More will be said about GCC elders further on in this document. 
 
k)  We are complementarian.  Complementarianism is the biblically derived view that men 
and women are complementary, possessing equal dignity and worth – as both are made in 
the image of God – but each are called to different roles within the church.  GCC is a 
complementarian church.  This essentially means that we follow those scriptures which 
stipulate that elders are to be men whom God has specifically called to serve in this role. 
Currently only men are serving as deacons at GCC (we are however aware that a number of 
prominent, reformed bible teachers have taken the view that scriptural support likely exists 
for women deacons).  1 Timothy 2:12-13 indicates that women are not to be candidates for 
the role of elder.  Given the biblical blueprint for church officers, women do not occupy 
senior leadership roles in the church.  However, GCC does not prevent women from 
engaging in many opportunities for fruitful service and ministry in the church.   

 
 

What does Grace Community Church believe? 
 

Grace Community Church has a high view of the scriptures – we are deeply committed to the 

bible.  The bible, when carefully interpreted, informs us on what we are to believe and how we 

are to conduct ourselves as a church.  Key documents that identify our core beliefs include the 

following. 
 

a) Grace Community Church Statement of Belief 
 

Grace Community Church’s Common Confession or Statement of Faith is as follows (this 

statement can also be found on GCC’s website): 

1 God and the Trinity - We believe in the one true and living God, in three persons: the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, who is invisible, personal, omnipresent, eternal, dependent on none, unchanging, 

truthful, trustworthy, almighty, sovereign, omniscient, righteous, holy, good, loving, merciful, long-

suffering and gracious. 

2 The Holy Scripture - We believe that Almighty God has revealed all that is necessary to life and 

salvation in the sixty-six books of Holy Scripture, which are the Word of God. All Scripture was given by 

inspiration of God, is infallible and inerrant, and is the final arbiter in all disputes. Its authority is derived 

from its Author and not from the opinions of men. 
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3 Election - We believe that God, before the foundation of the world, for His own glory did elect a great 

multitude of men and women to eternal life as an act of free and sovereign grace. This election was in no 

way dependent upon His foresight of human faith, decision, works or merit. 

4 Adam Our Representative - We believe that God made our first father Adam perfect, holy and 

upright. He was appointed representative and head of the human race, thereby exposing all his offspring 

to the effects of his obedience or disobedience to God’s commands. 

5 The Fall and Its Effects - We believe that Adam fell from his original righteousness into sin and 

brought upon himself and all his offspring death, condemnation and a sinful nature. 

6 Man’s Inability - We believe it is utterly beyond the power of fallen man to love God, to keep His 

laws, to understand the gospel, to repent of sin or to trust in Christ. 

7 Christ Our Representative - We believe that God sent His Son into the world, conceived of the virgin 

Mary by the Holy Spirit, unchangeably sinless, both God and man, born under the law, to live a perfect 

life of righteousness on behalf of His elect people. 

8 Particular Redemption - We believe that God’s Son died at Calvary to effect propitiation, 

reconciliation, redemption and atonement for His elect people. God bore testimony to His acceptance of 

His Son’s work by raising Him bodily from the dead. 

9 The Ascension of Christ - We believe that God’s Son ascended to the right hand of His Father and is 

enthroned in glory, where He intercedes on behalf of His people and rules over all things for their sake. 

10 Irresistible Grace - We believe that God the Son has poured out the Holy Spirit to work alongside the 

preached Word. The Spirit of God regenerates elect sinners and draws them irresistibly to faith in Christ 

the Savior. 

11 Justification - We believe the elect, who are called by grace, are justified in the sight of God on 

account of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ, which is received by faith alone. 

12 Perseverance - We believe that all who are regenerated, called and justified shall persevere in holiness 

and never finally fall away. 

13 Evangelism - We believe it is the calling of every local church to participate in fulfilling the Great 

Commission by making disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything Christ has commanded us. 

14 The Church - We believe that the local church is under the authority of Christ alone. Nevertheless, He 

has appointed men to be elders (under-shepherds) to represent Him as they care for His body. Deacons 

also serve Christ as His ministers of mercy. Furthermore, the communion of saints requires the 

recognition of and fellowship with other local evangelical churches. 

15 Church Ordinances - We believe that baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper are gospel 

ordinances belonging only to regenerated believers. 

16 Eschatology - We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ shall come again to raise the dead bodily, both 

righteous and unrighteous, and that the righteous shall enjoy everlasting life and the wicked endure 

everlasting punishment. 

These doctrinal statements are at the heart of what we believe at GCC and make our church 

distinctive from other Protestant churches in southern Alberta.  It is expected that you will accept 

and be in agreement with the above Statement of Belief without reservation.  If you have 

questions or concerns with these biblically derived statements you should discuss these with 

church Elders before you proceed with membership.  The church leadership is not open to 

debating these doctrinal statements with people after they have become members.  If you are in 

disagreement with any of these statements, then GCC may not be a good fit for you. 



Grace Community GG Church Membership Manual Session 3 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 


