
Should I Stay or Should I Go? 

With the looming threat of our nation becoming increasingly socialistic, many are 
pondering whether they should move to another country before it’s too late, or 
to stay in Canada and weather the storm. 

There are four responses to this dilemma: 

1. We can do nothing.  
 

• This is not a Christian response 
 

2. We can pretend it doesn’t exist.  
 

• Regardless, we will be affected by this. 
 

3. We can flee to somewhere safer.  
 

• There is biblical precedent for fleeing, especially for men who have 
been entrusted by God to protect and care for their wives and 
children. 

 

4. We can stay and become more strategic.  
 

• There is also biblical precedent for this 

Biblically, then, our only two choices are #3 and #4. 

Regarding this, the words of John Bunyan, who himself suffered much for the 
gospel in England as a non-conformist Puritan, are extremely helpful and 
pastorally wise: 

If it is in thy heart to fly, fly; if it be in thy heart to stand, stand. Anything but a denial of the 
truth. He that flies has warrant to do so; he that stands, has warrant to do so. Yea, the 
same man may both fly and stand, as the call and working of God with his heart may be. 
Moses fled (Exo. 2:15); Moses stood (Heb. 11:27). David fled (1 Sam. 19:12); David stood 
(24:8). Jeremiah fled (Jer. 37:11-12); Jeremiah stood (38:17). Christ withdrew Himself (Luke 
9:10); Christ stood (John 18:1-8). Paul fled (2 Cor. 11:33); Paul stood (Acts 20:22-23). 

Jacob Rheaume says something similar: 

Fleeing isn’t wrong; staying isn’t wrong. Paul, after taking a beating in Lystra went right 
back to Lystra again (Acts 14:19-20). Paul stayed for the gospel. In Acts 8, some scattered 



from Jerusalem, while the apostles stayed. Both did as they did, for the sake of the 
gospel. Therefore, let those who stay, stay for the gospel; and those who flee, must flee 
for the sake of the gospel. 

Bunyan lists the following helpful principles to help guide those who are 
prayerfully contemplating God’s will in this: 

First, “Do not fly out of a slavish fear, but rather because flying is an ordinance of God, a 
door opened by God’s providence (Matthew 10:23).1 Fleeing persecution must not be 
motivated primarily by carnal fear, but rather seen as an open door gifted from God 
ultimately to serve God and take the Gospel elsewhere. 

Second, “When thou art fled, do as much good as thou canst in all quarters where thou 
comest, for therefore the door was opened to thee, and thou bid to make thy escape.” 
Those who flee must be God’s ambassadors in their new local; God has ordained their 
flight from persecution as an opportunity for the Gospel to advance (cf. Acts 8:1-5). 

Third, “Do not think thyself secure when thou are fled; it was providence that opened the 
door, and the Word that did bid thee escape: but wither and wherefore, that thou 
knowest not yet.” In Jeremiah 26:2, Uriah the prophet “fled into Egypt, because there 
dwelt men that were to take him, that he might be brought again to Jerusalem to die 
there.” Uriah’s place of refuge was just as dangerous as the place he sought refuge 
from.  Each place is one event away from misery.  Times change, and so do places. 

Fourth, “But fly not, in flying, from religion; fly not in flying, for the sake of a trade; fly 
not, in flying, that thou mayest have ease for the flesh: this is wicked, and will yield 
neither peace nor profit to thy soul; neither now, nor at death, nor at the day of 
judgment.”  

In other words, the decision of whether we stay in Canada or whether we flee 
elsewhere must not be because we are primarily seeking a life of ease and 
comfort. Both must be done in faith and for a purpose.  

Some considerations regarding fleeing:2 

• Is there a large Christian community that is faithful to the cause of Christ there? 
 

 

1 “When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next…”   
2 Adapted from Aaron Rock 



- Aaron Rock: “In times of war, scattering into smaller groups is never a good 
strategy. We need to unite together and fight together if we are to survive 
together.” 

 

• Look at an election map for conservative areas (says a lot about cultural values of that 
area) 
 

• Household income and opportunities for entrepreneurship, work, etc.  
 

• Proximity to the USA (if things get really, really bad) 
 

• Housing prices 
 

• Schooling networks 
 

• Realize that because of the globalization of the world, there are few places that will 
remain untouched from secularization.  
 

- Rock – with everything becoming global, it’s becoming increasingly harder to ‘run’ 
(like the Puritans, who fled England to start fresh in the United States). Many places, 
even in the US, are even more liberal and socialistic than Canada. 
 

- As Coates says, unless the Lord changes things, this ideology will inevitably reach 
everywhere, as we see already happening in many conservative regions in the 
United States. 

Ultimately, though the single most important question we need to prayerfully ask 
ourselves is, “Where is my heart at, and what are my motives, regardless of the 
decision?”  

For example, here is part of a correspondence with a doctor friend of mine in 
Winnipeg: 

In my heart I sense the call of God on me to minister to the church here, communism or 
not. A danger of running to the US is that though there is a lot of physical safety in their 
‘cultural Christianity,’ the spiritual danger for me and my family of simply settling in and 
being safe must also be considered. I kind of settle on the need for all of us to have the 
REALITY of the gospel and kingdom wherever we are, and that we can live out the 
Christian life in the power of the Spirit independent of location or circumstances or 
government, if we seek, and hear, then follow, God’s leading, which can be muted – 
whether here or there – if I value comfort more than “dying daily” and recognizing the 
fact of my co-crucifixion with Christ as a reality that opposes the ever-present pressure to 
walk in the flesh. 

In closing, here are some Scriptures that may be of some help: 



• Matthew 6:33-34 – “But seek first the kingdom of God3 and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you. Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 
 

• Isaiah 7:9b (LSB) – “If you do not establish your faith in Yahweh, you will not be 
established at all.” 
 

• Isaiah 8:11-13 – “For the LORD spoke thus to me with His strong hand upon me, and 
warned me not to walk in the way of this people, saying, ‘Do not call conspiracy all that 
this people4 calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread. But the 
LORD of Hosts, Him shall you honor as holy. Let Him be your fear, and let Him be your 
dread.” 
 

• Proverbs 22:3 (LSB) – “A prudent man sees evil and hides, but the simple pass on and 
are punished.”5 
 

• Philippians 4:11-13 – “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how 
to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 
hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through6 Him who strengthens me. 

Finally, a couple of quotes from fellow Christians who suffered: 
 

• Corrie Ten Boom: “Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow, but today of its 
strength.” 
 

• A.W. Tozer: “The only fear I have is to fear to get out of the will of God. Outside of the 
will of God, there’s nothing I want, and in the will of God there’s nothing I fear.” 
 

• A.W. Tozer: “The first thing we must do to know God’s will for us is to make sure that we  
have no will of our own.” 

 
In Christ, and for His glory to the ends of the earth, through the Church, 
Pastor ryan 

 

3 The sermon on the Mount is Father-focused and kingdom-centered. Thus, “the Lord’s Prayer” (6:9-13) is a helpful 
guide and tutor to us with regards to how we should be praying to our heavenly Father about heavenly kingdom 
coming down to earth in us and through us in this – and every – decision.  
4 In Isaiah, “this people” is a derogatory description of unbelieving “Israel,” whereas Yahweh describes true Israel – 
the remnant – as “My people.” 
5 Cf. 27:12. Here the singular (“a prudent man”) is contrasted with the plural (“the simple ones”) to show that few 
people in this world walk in the fear of the LORD.  
6 Literally, “in the One strengthening me.” 


