
Esther Study  Lesson 3  Chapters 4 and 5 
 
Question:  Can you share what was one defining moment in your life… that changed you, your way of thinking. I 
think for most of us it is when God called us to Himself. Is there another time as well? 
 
Chapter 4  
 
 Page 54  I have often asked myself just why in many (not all) periods of history, Jewish people have been 
persecuted. Even today anti-Semitism is often stated in the media.  But I also think about Matthew 10:22  
“You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.” 
It seems all of a sudden that Mordecai shows his true identity and is called Mordecai the Jew. When have you had to 
stand up as a Christian in the midst of trials or circumstances?  
 
His form of mourning or lament was sackcloth and ashes. The prophet Jeremiah as well as elsewhere showed this 
outward expression of mourning. It would seem Esther was almost oblivious to what was going on around her. She 
thought by just replacing his clothing, he would be fine. She also had not had direct contact with Mordecai for 5 
years. Jobes 
 
How do you express grief and mourning? How do we deal with people who are in the middle of grief. See extra 
article by Paul Tautges.  
 
Page 55 
I was struck again by David’s fervent prayer and then after his son died….”Who knows whether the Lord will be 
gracious or not… Lots we could discuss about prayer… perhaps a Bible study on that soon. Meanwhile, here are 
some excellent articles on prayer and how God uses our prayers. Helps us not be so light on saying “ I will pray for 
you” How have you used this in the lives of people around you and how have they responded?  
 
https://www.gotquestions.org/why-pray.html 
 
https://www.challies.com/articles/on-being-the-answer-to-our-own-prayers/ 
 
 
Page 57-58    It was time to challenge Esther as only Mordecai could as her mentor and guide. Verse 14 was 
especially powerful. Has anyone every challenged you in your life like this? When would you challenge someone? 
Again another whole discussion.  Mordecai was fully confident in His God to fulfill the promises listed on page 
58.     Also Numbers 23:19 and Ezekiel 24:4 
 
https://www.crossway.org/articles/7-tips-for-confronting-a-friend-in-sin/ 
 
 
Page 59 I love this first question…We KNOW the outcome… Our Hope is built on Nothing less but Jesus’s blood and 
righteousness.  “His oath, His covenant, His blood  Support me in the whelming flood When all around my soul gives 
way He then is all my hope and stay” 

 
We have a purpose… God has placed us here…in the exact location at this exact time for HIS PURPOSE!!! 
Share this with your people around you… let them see the hope of Christ for them 
  
Page 60  What has your experience been with prayer and fasting? 
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-the-purpose-of-fasting     
 
Chapter 5 
  We see a real change in Esther’s character at this point  Compare 2:15-16, 4:10-11 and 5:1-2. Mordecai is no 
longer telling her what to do as she takes over the situation.  
Have we seen a change in our character as we have matured in our faith Galatians 5:22-26 
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As a result of her decision to identify with God’s people, she was personally transformed to the full dignity, courage and 
power to be what she was, the Queen of Persia. We have the benefit of knowing the end of the story and how Esther’s 
decision led her to power and fame. But at the time Esther made that decision she did not know how her story would 
end. At that point her decision could have just as well ended her life, either in the king’s throne room or during the 
execution of Haman’s decree.  
 
Like Esther, we too need a transformation of our character so that we may no longer live as pagans. Obeying laws can 
never effect true transformation, because while we may conform our behavior to law, law by its very nature (even God’s 
laws) is powerless to transform our character. Character transformation is a work of the Holy Spirit, who brings to 
fruition the qualities of love, joy, peace ,patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control to those 
who belong to Jesus Christ. Without this transformation of character by the Holy Spirit, none of us can attain the full 
potential of our humanity. Without the work of God’s Spirit, we cannot be the persons God created us to be, nor can we 
attain fully to the purpose of our lives as agents of God’s redemptive work in history. Jobes 
 
Esther’s defining moment was truly a life and death decision that went far beyond her own life to touch the lives of 
others.  
 
 
 
 

 


