
Esther Lesson 5  Lessons 8,9 and 10 (if time)    
 
Opening question: Esther and Mordecai come from the tribe of Benjamin. We see how important where we come 
from can be. Where do you “come from”…what is your spiritual heritage? Are you a first generation Christian, 
second, etc. When did God first call your family to Himself? 

Chapters 8  Note from Lydia  Please replace the sentence on page 95 that reads, “How does this impact your 
understanding of Jesus Christ and his gospel? (You might want to take a quick look at John 1:21), with this sentence: 
“What are some ways the “light and gladness and joy and honor” of verse Esther 8:16 points to Jesus Christ and his 
gospel?”  From this question….we can see that the Jews were celebrating even before the event happened!!  

Page 88 Esther goes in to plead for the Jewish people. Moses pled for the Israelites (Numbers 14:11-20,) prophets pled 
for the Israelites , Paul pled for the Jews Romans 9, and Jesus-our great High Priest- intercedes for us  Hebrews 
7:25, Romans 8:34 

  https://www.gotquestions.org/does-Jesus-pray-for-us.html John 17:  What does Jesus pray for us? 

  • Know God and His Son, Jesus Christ (verse 3) 
• Be protected f rom apostasy (verse 11) 
• Be one in spirit as the Father and Son are one (verse 11) 

• Be f illed with His joy (verse 13) 
• Be kept f rom the evil one (verse 15) 
• Be sanctif ied through God’s Word (verse 17) 

• Remain unif ied in Christ throughout the generations (verses 20–21) 
• Let our love convey Christ’s message to the world (verse 23) 
• Join Him in heaven for all eternity (verse 24) 

• Experience the same kind of  love for each other that the Father and Son share (verse 26) 

Page 95  Where have you seen “reversals in your life”….what changes have you seen in yourself or others 
(attitudes towards your work, family members, children, church,etc). Maybe you have seen how loved ones 
or yourself have gone astray and come back. Or has your way of living out gospel trust changed drastically 
through the Bible, prayer (yours and others for you), friends/family speaking truth into your life.    
When did your head knowledge become heart knowledge.  
 
 
Chapter 9  God always keeps His promises!!!  The actual attacks began 9 months after the edict was given. The 
Persians had time to change their minds (remember the Canaanites were given 400 years) and both sides had time 
to prepare. At this point, the only way for the Jews to live was for their enemies to die.  
 
The Old Testament is full of a lot of Holy war and killing. God sent the Israelites to punish the nations around 
them for their sin.   But Moses had a stern warning to the Israelites- 

 
Deut. 9 NLT 4 “After the Lord your God has done this for you, don’t say in your hearts, ‘The Lord has given us this land because we are 
such good people!’ No, it is because of the wickedness of the other nations that he is pushing them out of your way.  5 It is not because 
you are so good or have such integrity that you are about to occupy their land. The Lord your God will drive these nations out ahead of 
you only because of their wickedness, and to fulfill the oath he swore to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  6 You must 
recognize that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land because you are good, for you are not—you are a stubborn people. 
 
God’s wrath is against sin and evil. He used the Jewish people to destroy evil , but He would punish them if they failed to obey (Deut 
8:19-20)  God’s promises and purpose were to save the people He had chosen to redeem.  
 
The death of Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel, provides the only basis for the cessation of holy war, and the infilling of the Holy Spirit 
provides the only power by which one may love one’s enemies as oneself. All of the vengeance God’s people would like to wreak 
on those who practice evil has now been satisfied in the suffering and death of Jesus . He has taken the wages of sin, he has 
suffered the vengeance of evil. It is only on the basis of recognizing that the penalty has been paid by Jesus that we can forgive 
others as we have been forgiven. True holy war in human history has ceased because Jesus has fought its last episode on the cross.  
Jobes 
 
 
Knowing that we are sinners and incapable of doing good, Romans 3:10-12, we fall on our faces to repent and to worship God for 

bringing us to Himself (John 15:16) through the blood of Christ alone. Romans 6:23, Romans 5:1. Isa. 53:5-6 We are no longer 

https://www.gotquestions.org/does-Jesus-pray-for-us.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/apostasy.html


condemned Romans 8:1 because of His death on our behalf and have assurance that nothing will separate us from God. Romans 
8:28-29  
 
 
The church replaces the army of Israel as the agent of God that wars against sin and evil in the world…and the place of the b attle 
has moved to the human heart where sin and evil reside.  Jobes 

We do not fight against flesh and blood  (Eph 6:10-15) but are to put on the armor of God.   10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in 
his mighty power. 11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For 
we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against 
mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 

 
Our weapons are love, which is impossible without the power of the Holy Spirit.    (Matt 5:43-44) 43 “You have heard that it was 
said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 
    

Hebrews 11:1..Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Reflection on the events described in Esther should make us more open to the creative and unexpected ways God works in 
us and through us. We are called to walk by faith, not by sight, however, that faith is a certainty in the unseen realities 

lying behind what we do so. We are to live with the knowledge that both our best moments and 
our worst are all a part of what God is doing in us and through us in the lives of others.  We 

cannot see the end of the matter from the beginning or the middle. This story of Esther assures us that we do not have to. 
Jobes    Isaiah 45:7 NLT I create the light and make the darkness. I send good times and bad times. I, 
the Lord, am the one who does these things 
 

We know how this will all end and it gives us full assurance that…even though we don’t always understand what 
is happening around us or to us…God is sovereign. Mordecai had faith that God would rescue His people and we 
know that God has laid up for us a crown righteousness to those who love Him.   2 Timothy 4:8 ESVHenceforth 

there is laid up for me the crown of  righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:52 NLT52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For 
when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be 
transformed. 

 
I suggest you read Psalm 16- a worship blessing  
 

Chapter 10 
 
We will discuss Purim on the 13th  

 
How are we asked to remember our salvation?  
 

Page 110  Jesus reading prophecies about himself…Luke 4:16-19 
https://www.gotquestions.org/prophecies-of-Jesus.html 
 

 
If  you have time, some of  you might want to share f rom page 112-113… 
 

PS King Xerxes was assassinated in 465. Empires come and go… but God is eternal!! 
 
Some extra material. 
 
https://www.gotquestions.org/all-things-work-together-for-good.html 
 
https://www.gotquestions.org/everything-happens-for-reason.html 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/prophecies-of-Jesus.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/all-things-work-together-for-good.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/everything-happens-for-reason.html

