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Dear Greenhouse Family, 

 

 This Thanksgiving we are thankful for thousands of blessings that God has graciously 

gifted to us—our families, friends, food, jobs, homes, cars, clothing, church, and even 

luxuries (read: Starbucks vanilla lattes). Let us “enter His gates with thanksgiving and His 

courts with praise. Give thanks go Him, bless His name!” (Psalm 100:4).  

 One of the best blessings we have received from God is Christmas! The liturgical 

season of Advent begins on December 1 and ends on December 24. Advent is a season of 

preparation and remembrance of the real, biblical meaning of Christmas. Pastor Justin 

Holcomb explains the meaning of Advent 

  

Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, Hebrews 1:2), as 

God’s people wait for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. The church is 

in a similar situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting and hoping in prayerful 

expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back to God’s past gracious actions on their 

behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis, they called for God once again to 

act for them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, looks back upon Christ’s coming in  

celebration while at the same time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s 

kingdom when he returns for his people. 

 

 It's not too early to begin thinking about how to prepare for Christmas first in our own hearts, and then 

with those we love. Two Advent resources you may use with your family are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We give thanks for our Greenhouse families, teachers, and assistants.  

 

Holiday Blessing, 

Brenda Jung 
Children's Ministry Director 

Come Let Us Adore Him: A Daily  

Advent Devotional by Paul David Tripp  

(for families with older kids) 

The Way to the Manger:  

A Family Advent Devotional by Jeff and Abbey Land  

(for families with younger kids) 



Seeds Corner 

Buds Corner 

 The BUDS class is participating in Lifesong’s Operation Christmas Child 

project by filling one shoebox for a 5 to 9-year-old girl and another shoebox 

for a 5 to 9-year-old boy. In addition to sending personal care items, school 

supplies, and toys (such as a yo-yo or mini Lego set), Buds parents and staff 

are donating money to purchase a solar-powered “Luci” light for each 

shoebox. (The Buds students learned that children in Third World countries 

often do not have a reliable source of light in their homes to do their 

homework.) The solar-powered Luci light is manufactured by MPOWERED and will be our “WOW item” 

in the shoeboxes. We included the photo below of the BUDS class in each shoebox. Thank you, Buds 

parents, for your generous contributions to our shoeboxes! The children who receive them will be blessed 

this Christmas! 

 

     One of the goals for the BUDS class is to train our students to become competent people who are  

responsible for themselves and their possessions. Therefore, we ask parents to help their child prepare for 

church on Saturday night by: 

 

1. Helping their child lay out the clothes that they are planning to wear on Sunday morning (socks and 

shoes, too 

2. Having their child put their Buds binder and Bible next to their clothes 

3. Helping their child place checkmarks in the proper column on the Saturday Night Check-Off sheet in 

their binders. 

 

Parents, thank you for helping your child to prepare for church. 

Preparation prevents chaos and stress on Sunday morning! 

 

By Marian Endo 

 You can never start too early with prayer. Babies have the gift of mimicking and 

observing their parent’s every move – so let’s capitalize on this and model this art of 

communicating with Christ! This past Sunday, I had the opportunity to observe an   

one-year old baby demonstrate prayer with eyes closed tightly shut and the 

immediate grasping of his hands together when his father said “pray.” Even though 

babies may not comprehend the words spoken in prayer, they do see the value as they 

witness their family pause to take a moment for grace before a meal. I remember my 

two daughters around 1-2 years of age, mumble baby talk prayers as they tried to participate around the 

dinner table. Even though I couldn’t understand, they wanted to be an active participant and God knows 

their hearts. We can start with grace and continue to expand prayer opportunities through a blessing at 

bedtime and prayers for ouches.   
 
By Stephanie Zamora 



Church Events and Greenhouse Activities 

11/11 Family Hike  

11/16 Greenhouse Thanksgiving Potluck 

11/17 Operation Christmas Child Collection Day 

12/15 Christmas Performance 

12/22 No Greenhouse 

Branches Corner 
 The Branches class will be focusing on the Lord's Prayer for the next few weeks. 

We will be breaking down the various petitions of the Lord's Prayer and teaching 

our kids key theological concepts that will draw them closer to Jesus. Parents, we 

want to partner with your efforts at home and encourage you to pray with your 

children daily. 

 The Wildfire and Branches' monthly catechism competition will be held every 

3rd Sunday throughout the remainder of the school year.  It is a competitive and fun 

way to encourage the kids to maintain and retain what they have worked so hard to 

memorize. So far they have collectively earned over $74 towards their goal to purchase farm animals for 

needy family through Samaritan's Purse. 

 In addition, the Branches and Vines classes are also enjoying 

learning how to sing as a choir with Auntie Heidi Kuo! They are 

preparing for and practicing their Christmas song for their on-stage 

Nativity performance in church service on December 15. Thank you 

for your support at home! Our labor is not in vain.                                                   

By Scott Uy 

Vines Corner 
Thanksgiving: A celebration of divine favor or kindness 
 
When we realize all we have is a gift from God, thanksgiving pours from our lips. 

Even in suffering, the early Church was marked by a spirit of thanksgiving that was 

fueled by eternal hope in the gospel.  When we approach God with a thankful heart, 

we’re prepared to offer God-centered requests. (Bible Study Fellowship) 
 
"Let us come to him with thanksgiving. 

Let us sing psalms of praise to him. 

For the Lord is a great God, 

a great King above all gods." (Psalm 95:2-3, NLT) 

 

Read more: https://www.living-prayers.com/events/thanksgiving_prayer.html#ixzz63V9SVlFN  

 

By Jeremy Yamada 

L i fesong Community  Church 13333 Ramona Ave. ,  Chino,  CA 91710  



Three Ways We Can Be a Blessing in our Homes (for both parents and kids!) 

Pastor Daryl Murata 
 
 “Bless” is an important component of our strategy at Lifesong. Our hope is to be a blessing to 

others, both near and far. Three specific ways we can bless those closest to us—our families— 

are by showing honor, giving grace, and sharing the Gospel. 
 
Show Honor 
 
 The first way we can bless our families is by showing honor. A simple definition of honor is 

“to hold someone in high regard.” In Exodus 20:12, the fifth commandment is: “Honor your 

father and mother.” Some of you might be thinking… “Oh good! I’m going to make my kids read 

this article because they need to honor me!” When we hear this commandment, we might 

immediately think of our children and how they are to show honor to their father and mother. 

This is true, but we also need to understand that Moses was speaking primarily to adults. So this 

command is not only written for little children, but it is also written to grown adults. We are to honor our parents through 

all stages of life. Romans 12:10 is another great verse that speaks of honor. The Apostle Paul calls us to “outdo one 

another in showing honor.” Parents are to lead the way in showing honor to one another.  

 Parents, how is honor displayed in your families and in your homes? How are you holding your spouse and children 

in high regard? Do your words and actions toward them communicate their worth to you?  Also, parents, how are you 

showing honor to your parents? As they enter into retirement and into their sunset years, how can we “outdo” our  

parents in showing honor? 
 
Give Grace 
 
 The second way we can bless our families by giving grace. When we hear of grace, our minds are immediately 

drawn to the free gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

 God gives grace freely. His grace is not based on our own merit or performance. But perhaps the grace we give to 

those in our families looks a little different—it is not always given for free; sometimes it must be earned by performance 

or works. Susan Hunt writes, “The God of heaven and earth is a personal God who establishes an intimate covenant  

relationship with His people. God declares us to be just in His sight on the basis of the merits of Christ. He adopts us as 

His children and accepts us into His family, not because of our performance but because of His grace. These are the  

reasons we accept and love one another. Our relationships in family are not about living up to each other’s expectations. 

They are about accepting one another and reflecting God’s grace to each other as we are being transformed by the power 

of the Gospel.” 

 How many of us place a weight of expectation on our children that might be completely unrealistic? Maybe we show 

our delight and joy to our children only when they succeed or do well. This isn’t the way the Lord deals with us. His  

acceptance of us is not based on our performance or meeting His expectations. God’s grace is given freely to us, so let’s 

freely give grace to each other! 
 
Share the Gospel 
 
 The third way that we can bless those in our families is to by sharing the Gospel.  What a joy to share the greatest 

story about the greatest gift with the people we love most. We all know that family members can be some of the hardest 

people with whom we need to share the Gospel. Why is it so hard? Perhaps it is because our families know us the best. 

They’ve known us the longest. Our lives should reflect the faith that we profess, but our homes can be a hard place to do 

that. As difficult as it might be, it can be done with God’s help! 
 
 Let’s be a people who bless one another by showing honor. Let’s be a people who bless one another by giving grace. 

And let’s be a people who joyfully and courageously share the good news about the greatest gift we can ever receive: 

Jesus Christ. 


