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"Home Group Reflection"
    The Year in Review

    May 17th-21st, 2020
Prayer:
Spend a few minutes thanking the Lord for His Word and the ways He has challenged you through the book of John this past year. Ask that He would help you to recall, retain, and apply what you have learned through the preaching on Sundays, your personal time studying Scripture, and your home group interactions. Pray that the Holy Spirit would use the knowledge you have gained this year to lead you to worship and action. Ask that He would help you be disciplined in your study of His Word over the summer break and that He would help you to guard against spiritual laziness. Also, take some time to thank him for your home group and to pray for each person in your group individually.
Key Scriptures (from this year): 
John 20:30–31 –  (English Standard Version)

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 7:37–38 – 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”  

John 8:12 – 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:31–32, 36 – 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”… 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
John 8:58 – 

58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
John 10:7, 14-15 – 

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep… 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
John 11:25–26 – 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
John 12:25–26 – 

25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

Application:
1. Take some time to read through the portion of the book of John we have studied so far this year (John 7:1-12:43). List at least three truths or themes that are clearly taught in these verses. What kind of impact have these truths had on your life?
2. Which verse, or passage, in John has been your favorite thus far? What about that passage makes it stick out in your mind? 

3. What are some specific challenges from the book of John that the Holy Spirit has used to convict you of areas of sin in your life? Describe how the Lord is using that conviction to bring about change in your life.

4. How has your view of Jesus been changed and enhanced over the past year? In what specific ways has your understanding of the good news about Jesus (the Gospel) been deepened through studying the book of John?

5. In what ways have you seen the Lord growing and sanctifying you this year through His Word and through your involvement with His people (at church on Sunday mornings, home groups, serving together, etc.)?

6. What has your home group meant to you personally so far this year? How have you been challenged, stretched, or encouraged as a result of your home group involvement (be specific)?
7. Think about some of the specific things that your home group has prayed for so far this year. In what ways have you seen God answer those prayers? Take time to thank God for listening and responding to these prayers from your group. 
8. Your home group leaders put a lot of time and effort into leading your group throughout the year. Consider writing a personal note to your leaders thanking them for their faithfulness and willingness to do the hard work it takes to lead well.
Summer Reading Challenge
In years past, we have used the summer break as an opportunity to recommend three great books for you to read. This year, however, we have selected a complete series of brief books for you that coincide with a summer class we will be teaching on “Building A Healthy Church.” Our summer class will be held on Tuesday nights (beginning on Tuesday, June 2nd and going through Tuesday, July 21st) from 6:30-8:00pm at the church office (or it may be held virtually if we are still unable to meet in person). We encourage you to purchase and read all of the books in this series, even if you are not going to participate in the class, as they will help you better understand what Christ has intended for His church to be and do. If you are planning on participating in the class, you may find it helpful to read the books that correspond with each topic as we teach them (see the schedule below). If you are interested in purchasing the books, you can find them by clicking on the following link: https://9marks.myshopify.com/collections/building-healthy-churches-series. Or you can find each book by clicking the various topics below. 
“Building A Healthy Church” – Summer Class Schedule


June 2nd – 
The Church, Church Membership, Church Elders

June 9th – 
Church Discipline

June 16th – 
Missions, The Gospel

June 23rd –
 Evangelism, Conversion

June 30th – 
Discipling

July 7th – 
Prayer

July 14th – 
Expositional Preaching

July 21st – 
Biblical Theology, Doctrine
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