
MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
The Lord’s Day 

August 15, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome & Announcements: Pastor Jeff Birch 

 

Missionary Update 

 

Prelude: Mrs. Amy Reber 

 

Call to Worship: Hebrews 12:22-24                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

The Invocation         

 

*Hymn of Praise 457 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Come, thou fount of ev'ry blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 

Mount of God's unchanging love. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

Hither by thy help I'm come; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand'ring from the fold of God: 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed his precious blood. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be; 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 

Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander – Lord, I feel it – 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for thy courts above. 

 

 



Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 36:22-28 
22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house 

of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among 

the nations to which you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has 

been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will 

know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before 

their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you 

into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a 

new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you 

a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 

careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall 

be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

*Song of Praise  

Behold Our God 

Who has held the oceans in his hands? 

Who has numbered ev’ry grain of sand? 

Kings and nations tremble at his voice. 

All creation rises to rejoice. 

 

Behold our God, seated on his throne. 

Come, let us adore him. 

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 

Come let us adore him! 

 

Who has given counsel to the Lord? 

Who can question any of his words? 

Who can teach the one who knows all things? 

Who can fathom all his wondrous deeds? 

 

Behold our God, seated on his throne. 

Come, let us adore him. 

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 

Come let us adore him! 

 

Who has felt the nails upon his hand, 

Bearing all the guilt of sinful man? 

God eternal, humbled to the grave, 

Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign! 

 

Behold our God, seated on his throne. 

Come, let us adore him. 

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 

Come let us adore him! 

 



The Lord’s Prayer / Pastoral Prayer                                         

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come: thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Offertory: Mrs. Lynne Fowlkes, flute                                                      

Lamb of God  
By Twila Paris, arranged by Joel Raney 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

Sermon Series: Romans: Gospel Partnership 

Sermon Text: Romans 2:17-24 (ESV) 

Sermon Title: The Problem of Failure 

Pastor Jeff Birch 

 
I am so excited to be returning to the pulpit this morning, and I am excited that we are also 

returning to our study of the early chapters of Paul’s monumental letter to the Romans, what we 

are calling Gospel Partnership. 

 

In these early chapters, Paul is showing everyone (we are all in the same boat) their need for 

Christ.  In chapter one, he points out the more obvious areas where we are sinful.  Now, here in 

chapter two, he is speaking to the people of God, challenging us to the dangers of hypocrisy and 

self-importance.  The bottom line: we all desperately need Christ and his love.   

 

We will look at this text (Romans 2:17-24) from two perspectives this morning.  Paul is 

encouraging us to: 
 

I. Remember Our Failure 

II. Remember the Purpose of Grace 

 

May the Lord truly penetrate our hearts with the wonders of the gospel this morning.  

 
17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and 

approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that you 

yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, 

a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you then who 

teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You 

who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do 

you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is 

written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”  



*Hymn 642 

Be Thou My Vision 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be Thou my wisdom and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, I thy true son, 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

 

Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; 

Be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 

Thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tow'r; 

Raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

*The Benediction  

                         

Postlude                                                                                                               
                                               *All songs covered by CCLI license #1257045 


