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Seed Truths: From Genesis to Revelation
Which statement is true? (1.) The Bible was written by God. (2.) The Bible was written by
approximately 40 different people over a span of more than 1,000 years. Which is true? Both
answers are true, of course!
…knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,
for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20-21
Some 40 different people authored the Bible over more than 1,000 years. They had
different personalities and lived in very different times, but they were all inspired by the Spirit
of God to contribute their part to the Bible. The most amazing thing is that the Bible has turned
out to be a cohesive, integrated message with one Author – God Himself.
There are many threads or themes that run throughout the length of the Bible. Most of
them begin in Genesis, develop all through the Bible, and end in Revelation. For that reason,
Genesis is called a book of “seed truths”. Many of the major themes of the Bible are introduced
in Genesis in seed form. From the seeds in Genesis they grow and become mighty trees of
truth. By the end of the book of the Revelation, we see the complete picture, the fully
developed theme.
How amazing is it that all of the human authors of the Bible were developing and
contributing to these themes or threads, many of them without knowing that they were doing
so? Clearly, the Holy Spirit is the real Author!
What are the major themes, or threads, that run throughout the Bible? I will give you seven
of them. This is probably not an exhaustive list. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you some more!
Here they are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

You are being formed in the image of God ............................................... page 4
You were created for dominion ............................................................... page 9
God wants you to live with His blessing ................................................. page 17
The blood of Jesus redeems you ............................................................ page 24
Your righteousness is by grace (Abraham vs. Moses) ............................. page 31
You are called to be the bride of Christ .................................................. page 38
Your Sabbath-rest is the finished work of Christ ..................................... page 45
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1. You Are Being Formed in the Image of God
11

Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed,
and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on
the earth”; and it was so.
12
And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to
its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good.
21
So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves,
with which the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
24
Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to
its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its
kind”; and it was so.
25
And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle
according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good. Genesis 1:11-12, 21, 24-25
One of the very first principles that God shows us in the Bible is that everything reproduces
after its own kind. God designed it that way. Physically, through the information-library known
as DNA, everything reproduces and duplicates itself. But it works spiritually as well. God wanted
us to understand this. So he said it TEN TIMES before He gave us verse 26 of Genesis chapter
one!
26

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living
thing that moves on the earth.” Genesis 1:26-28
After He made it clear that every created thing will reproduce after its own kind, God then
said the most amazing thing: “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…”
God wants you to understand that you are a very special and important kind of being, created
for a very special purpose.
Many years ago, the Holy Spirit drew my attention to two words in Genesis 1:26: “make”
and “create”. He prompted me to look up the meaning of these two words and to consider the
difference in meaning. The word “make” can imply a long-term process or a project that has a
beginning and an eventual end. The word “create” usually implies an immediate act. It’s done
right now. So why did God use these two different words to talk about the creation of man? I
believe it’s because God first instantaneously created us in His image, and He wanted us to
understand that we are very special beings with a very special destiny. But He was not finished
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with us at creation. There would still be a process of conforming us to His image. There would
be a process of growth and maturity and transformation. It would be a long-term project.
I do not mean to imply that we become exactly like God. God was created by no one. He is
all powerful, all knowing, eternal and self-existing. His name, roughly translated to English as
Jehovah or Yahweh, means the “I AM”, the self-existing One. We are clearly created beings,
dependent upon Him forever. But He made us for a very special purpose. We exist to become
His family, His loved ones. We exist to satisfy His desire to love and be loved. But we are not
robots. He gave us free will. We can choose to love Him or run from Him. We can choose to
accept our God-given purpose, or rebel against it. Why did He give us such a risky thing as free
will? It’s because love is meaningless if it is forced on you or required of you.
Free will did cause problems. God knew it would. Mankind disobeyed God pretty quickly.
Man’s nature fell into sin and became corrupted. The image of God was damaged.
But God was prepared. He had a plan to save us, to redeem us, to restore us to His image.
But we would have to choose it. We would have to believe it and accept it.
So then we can understand that God’s goal or project to “make” us in His image requires
our cooperation. It actually requires our permission! And if we give our permission, if we
cooperate, what will we become? What will we be like? That answer is found in three New
Testament verses:
15

He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. Colossians 1:15
4

whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
on them. 2 Corinthians 4:4
3

who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Hebrews 1:3
All of these three verses tell us that the Man Jesus Christ is the image of God. If we are
destined to be made in the image of God, we will become like Jesus! That’s clearly not
something that we can do for ourselves. It is the work of God. It is the miracle of God. It is the
grace and power of God working in us, if we accept this calling and purpose.
God is a trinity, meaning a triune being. He is a three-part being, yet He is One. If He
made you in His image, then are you a three part-being as well? Yes, you are!
23
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may
your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23
You are one person, with your own name and identity but, just like God, you have three
distinct parts. You are a trinity.
5

Who is Jesus Christ? He is the second Person of the Trinity, who came to earth two
thousand years ago. He was born supernaturally of a virgin named Mary. He grew up as a man,
a member of the human race which He Himself had created. He became like us, so that we
could become like Him! He died on the cross for us and rose from the dead. He was then
glorified as a Man, immortal, alive forever…as a Man! He is the Man who is also God! When
God said, “Let Us make man…” the three Persons of the Trinity were talking amongst
themselves. God was saying that His destiny for us was to become just like Jesus, if we would
accept the calling. We would become His eternal family. King David, who was also a prophet,
wrote about this in the seventeenth Psalm:
15

As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I
awake in Your likeness. Psalm 17:15
David was saying that those who trust in the Lord would be resurrected, they would see His
face, and they would be changed fully into His image at that resurrection.
The same thought is expressed in Paul’s letters to the Corinthians and to the Philippians:
49

And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly Man. 1 Corinthians 15:49
20

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able
even to subdue all things to Himself. Philippians 3:20-21
But the destiny to become like Jesus is not just referring to our body. It is mostly referring to
our nature and to our character. We will become like Jesus in many important ways. We will
think like Jesus, talk like Jesus, love like Jesus, live like Jesus, and minister like Jesus.
One day, some religious folks were trying to trap Jesus into saying something they could use
against Him. They asked Him about paying taxes to the Roman emperor, which was required
but unpopular. His answer was wise, but it was also prophetic.
20

So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, that
they might seize on His words, in order to deliver Him to the power and the
authority of the governor. 21 Then they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, we know
that You say and teach rightly, and You do not show personal favoritism, but
teach the way of God in truth: 22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
23
But He perceived their craftiness, and said to them, “Why do you test Me? 24
Show Me a denarius. Whose image and inscription does it have?” They
answered and said, “Caesar’s.” 25 And He said to them, “Render therefore to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 26
But they could not catch Him in His words in the presence of the people. And they
marveled at His answer and kept silent. Luke 20:20-26
6

When Jesus asked whose image the coin bore, He was also teaching a spiritual lesson. If you
accept your calling to bear the image of God, you will go to God in the end. If you reject God
and bear the image of the world (Caesar), then you belong to the fallen world. You will go
where the world goes.
29

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Romans 8:29
Paul wrote that God predestined those whom He foreknew to be conformed to the image
of Jesus. I believe that God foreknew all of us, and that He predestined all of us. Jesus died on
the cross for all of us. He paid for all of our sins. Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will
be saved. (Joel 2:32, Acts 2:21, Romans 10:13) But we must individually call on His name. We
must believe. The gospel must be preached so that people can call on His name in faith.
The moment you call on the name of the Lord for salvation, your destiny is activated. The
Spirit of God comes into your heart. He begins to work to conform you to the image of Jesus, as
you allow Him and cooperate with Him. The Holy Spirit comes to teach you, to train you, and to
transform you.
18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by
the Spirit of the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:18
Whenever you spend time in prayer, whenever you spend time reading the Bible, whenever
you spend time worshipping the Lord, you are being transformed. The Spirit of the Lord is
revealing Jesus to you, revealing the Father’s heart to you, and transforming you into His image.
You change from glory to glory. What does that mean? You go from one level of glory to
another level of glory. You go from one measure of glory to another measure of glory. It
happens every time you have an encounter with Jesus!
10

and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to
the image of Him who created him, Colossians 3:10
Paul teaches us to put on our new identity by learning about who we are in Christ. As we
learn more about Jesus, as we learn more about the heart of God, as we learn more about who
we are called and destined to be, we are renewed. We become more conformed to the image
of God, our Creator.
2

Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed
what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is. 1 John 3:2
The apostle John wrote that “when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him
as He is.” When Jesus is revealed from Heaven at the resurrection, we shall see Him as He now
7

is. We will instantly become like Him in resurrection life and glory. However, there is another
meaning to this verse. It is this: Each time that we see Jesus as His is, we become more like Him.
Each time that we have a revelation of Jesus, each time that we have an encounter with Jesus,
each time that we see something new in God’s heart, we are changed. We become a little more
like Him. When we see Him as religion portrays Him, we are not changed. But when we see Him
as He really is, we are changed. The Holy Spirit comes to reveal Jesus to us, and then each time
we get a new revelation of Jesus, the Holy Spirit transforms us in that way.
How beautiful! In the end, in the book of Revelation, it says, “We will see His face.”
(Revelation 22:4) We will see His face, and we will be like Him. We will be completed in His
image. And we will be His forever family!
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2. You Were Created for Dominion
26

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.” Genesis 1:26-28
When God said, “Let Us make man in Our image…” and then, “let them have dominion…,”
He was expressing something about His own nature. God is a God of dominion. When He
created us in His image, He was imparting into us the nature of dominion and authority. When
He decided to make us like Jesus, He was deciding to make us into the image of the One who
calmed the sea, walked on water and raised the dead. Jesus wasn’t just a really nice guy. He
cast out demons with a word, He healed the sick with a command, and He fearlessly confronted
religious hypocrites. We are destined to be like Him.
When God put Adam in the Garden of Eden, He told him to “tend and keep it.” What does
that mean? In the Hebrew, to “keep it” means to guard it and watch over it. Why would that be
necessary unless there was already an enemy to guard it from? God gave Adam and Eve
dominion in a place where the enemy was already arriving to steal, kill and destroy. (John
10:10) Sure enough, Satan showed up in the form of a serpent in Genesis 3:1.
From reading Genesis 1:26, you might get the idea that our dominion is only over fish, birds,
cows and “creeping things”. Is our dominion limited to the animals? If so, why did God tell
Adam to guard and protect the garden? Our dominion was over spiritual enemies as well!
God designed us for dominion. This is one of the seed truths, or themes, that runs
throughout the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. At the end of the book of Revelation, we see
mankind ruling and reigning with Jesus over His eternal kingdom.
But before that, we see our dominion-destiny in other books from other prophets:
1

O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have
set Your glory above the heavens! 2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing
infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may
silence the enemy and the avenger. 3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of
Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 4 What is man
that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 5 For You
have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with
glory and honor. 6 You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your
hands; You have put all things under his feet, 7 All sheep and oxen --- Even the
beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through
the paths of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the
earth! Psalm 8
9

Psalm Eight, written by King David, is a super-rich revelation of man’s high calling to reign
and rule with God over His creation and His kingdom. King David would, of course, understand
something about God’s call to dominion and authority!
David writes in verse three about God’s creation: “Your heavens, the work of Your fingers.”
He describes these as “the moon and the stars”. In verse four He asks why mankind is important
in God’s plan and purpose. “What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that
You visit him?” He answers the question in verses five and six. Verse five says that we were
made a little lower than the angels. The word “angels” here is actually the Hebrew word
“elohim”, meaning heavenly beings or gods. It is a plural word, but it is almost always translated
as “God” in the rest of the Old Testament. (Did you know that in Hebrew, “God” is a plural
word? It refers to the triune nature of God.) We were made a little lower than God, or a little
lower than the angels. We actually were made a little lower than the angels in power and
ability, but we were created to be above the angels in our eternal position. 1 Corinthians 6:3
says that the saints will “judge the world” and that we will “judge angels” also. Hebrews 1:14
says that the angels are all “ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit
salvation”. We are destined to be the sons and daughters of God, the body and bride of Christ.
The angels are the servants of God. So we may be below them now in our limited human form,
but in the family of God we outrank the angels and we will rule and reign with Jesus forever.
Verse five also says that we are crowned with glory and honor. This is a prophetic
statement. We lost the glory and honor at the fall. Jesus, our Champion, came and won back
the glory and honor. In a prophetic sense, this verse applies to Jesus first. He is the only Man
that deserved to be crowned with glory and honor from God. He is “the Son of man”. However,
we understand that Jesus came to restore the glory and honor to us. He won it back for us,
because Adam and Eve lost it! So if you are in Christ, you are crowned with glory and honor! If
you are not in Christ, all is lost.
Verse six says that God made us to have dominion over all the works of His hands. It says
that He has put all things under our feet. This again is prophetic of Jesus first, and then us.
Adam and Eve were created with dominion, but they lost it. Jesus won it back and restored it to
us. But the dominion legally belongs to Jesus first. If we are part of Christ’s body, and part of His
bride, we will reign with Him. We are restored to dominion. We are learning dominion and
practicing dominion. We are growing in dominion as we grow in faith.
What are we to have dominion over? “All the works of God’s hands”! What has He put
under our feet? “All things”! (Read 1 Corinthians 15:25-27 to see that this Psalm prophetically
refers to Jesus first, and then to us in Christ. Also compare Ephesians 1:22 and Ephesians 2:6. If
all things are now under the feet of the Man Jesus Christ, and if we are His body, then all things
are also under our feet!)
Just in case you think this Psalm is only talking about “beast and birds and fish” (verses 7
and 8), remember this: “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and
the stars, which You have ordained…” What are the works of His fingers? “The heavens, the
moon, the stars…” Are “the works of His hands” the same as “the works of His fingers”? I think
so! So then, if we were made to have dominion over the works of His hands, we were likewise
made to have dominion over the works of His fingers. We were made to have dominion over
the heavens and the stars. We were made to rule and reign with Jesus as His body and His
bride! If you are in Christ, you will reign with Him. If you are not in Christ, you have lost it all.
10

What happened when Jesus came to take back the dominion? We can read about it in Luke
chapter four:
5

Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “All this
authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and
I give it to whomever I wish. 7 Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be
Yours.” 8 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan! For it is
written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’“
Luke 4:5-8
Satan came to Jesus to tempt Him to fall into the same trap as Adam and Eve. Satan showed
Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, and said, “All this authority (dominion) I will give you, for it
has been delivered to me.” Was Satan telling the truth? Yes – all the authority had been given
to him when Adam and Eve obeyed Satan rather than God. Adam and Eve became slaves of
Satan and surrendered their God-given dominion. (Romans 6:16) Satan recognized that Jesus
had come to win back the dominion. That is why he offered Jesus a shortcut – a temptation – a
trap. “Worship me, and I will give it to you.” That part, we know, was a lie. But the rest was
true!
Jesus resisted the temptation to get the authority back by worshiping Satan. Jesus came to
win back the dominion, but He would do it by obeying the Father rather than by obeying Satan.
Jesus obeyed the Father all of His life. He then died for us on the cross and rose from the
dead the third day. Now look at what Jesus said after He rose from the dead:
18

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, Matthew 28:18-19
After the resurrection, Jesus announced, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth.” Who gave it to Him? It wasn’t Satan – Satan wanted to keep the authority! It was
God the Father. God the Father, as a Judge, took away the authority (dominion) from Satan and
awarded it to Jesus. Why? There were two reasons. One reason is because Satan illegally put
Jesus to death. Jesus never obeyed Satan. He committed no sin. So Satan had no right to put
Jesus to death on the cross. The other reason that God awarded Jesus the authority is because,
unlike Adam, Jesus obeyed the Father perfectly all His life. Then He died to pay for the sins of
Adam and Eve’s family, the human race. By dying for us, He reconciled us back to God and took
away Satan’s right to rule over us.
I always thought that it was strange that Jesus would say, “All authority has been given to
Me…” If Jesus was really God, didn’t He already have all authority? Didn’t He create the
heavens and the earth? Why would He come to earth and suffer so terribly just to receive
authority that He already had? Part of the answer is that He came to receive the authority as a
man. Yes, He already had it as God. But Philippians 2:5-11 says that Jesus stripped Himself of
His Divine power, His Divine knowledge and His Divine authority when He came to earth as a
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man. He lived as a real man, dependent upon God the Father in every way. The rest of the
answer, of course, is that He did it for us. He won back the authority that Adam lost so that we
could live in dominion again.
That’s why Jesus said, “Go therefore…” in verse 19. He won the dominion back. It is His to
share with you. It is His to delegate to you. He was saying that if He is your Savior and Your
Lord, then you are now authorized to go into the world with restored authority. You can be His
representative and His ambassador. You can live in the dominion God designed you to enjoy.
If you are in Christ, you are restored to dominion. If you are not in Christ, you have lost it all.
17

For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much
more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) Romans 5:17
The apostle Paul teaches us that we are to reign in life through Jesus Christ. What is
reigning? It is what kings do. They command. They live in victory. They walk in authority. When
are we to reign? Someday in heaven? No, right here and right now. In this life. In this earth.
Why can we reign? Because Jesus has given us the gift of righteous standing before God.
Because Jesus gives us abundant grace. How can we reign? Through Jesus Christ. With His
name. And His victory.
What does it look like to reign in this life? It means that you live in growing victory over fear,
over depression, over oppression, over poverty, over sickness and disease, and over sin. It
means that demons do not stop you or intimidate you from anything God calls you to do. You
realize that Satan is defeated and you live in that victory.
Romans 5:17 describes two heads over the human race. Adam was the first head. Adam fell,
and everyone born under the first Adam is born into his fall, his slavery, his sin nature, and his
condemnation. Jesus is the second head, or “the last Adam”. (1 Corinthians 15:45) Everyone
born into God’s family through Jesus receives Jesus’ victory, Jesus’ dominion, Jesus’ divine
nature and Jesus’ righteousness. If you are in Christ, you will reign. If you are not in Christ, you
have lost it all.
15

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” Romans 8:15
In Romans 8:15, Paul identifies the two spiritual natures that are in the human race right
now. If you are not born again, you have the “spirit of bondage”, and you are controlled by fear.
Bondage means slavery. If you have not accepted Christ, you are still a slave to sin and Satan. It
is part of your fallen nature. At a spiritual level, you are motivated and controlled by fear. It is
how Satan’s kingdom works. Satan controls people with fear and lies. God motivates people
with love and truth.
If you are born again, then you have received the “Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,
‘Abba, Father’”. What does that mean? The Spirit of adoption is the Holy Spirit. He enters and
renews your heart at the new birth. You have a new nature. You have the nature of a son, not a
slave. Something inside of you now calls out, “Papa, Abba, Father!” You are no longer a slave.
You do not have a slave nature. You are a son. You have a dominion nature. You no longer have
12

to be controlled or motivated by fear. God deals with you with love and truth. Satan is under
your feet.
When Paul says, “you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear”, he is referring
back to when Israel was in slavery in the land of Egypt. This was in the end of the book of
Genesis and the beginning of the book of Exodus. Israel had gone to Egypt during a time of
famine. They found provision in Egypt, but several generations later they ended up in slavery
under the Egyptian Pharaoh. Generations of Israelites were born and raised in slavery. They had
a slave mentality. They had a slavery identity.
God raised up a man named Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt and into the Promised Land.
Supernatural judgments against the land of Egypt convinced Pharaoh to release the Israelites.
Israel followed Moses out of Egypt and went to the border of the Promised Land. God told
Moses to send in 12 spies to see the land and bring back a report. When the 12 spies returned,
two of them said, “God has given us the land.” But ten of them said, “We cannot take the land.
The enemies are too great for us. We will die here.” Israel fell into fear and refused to take the
land as God had commanded them.
God’s response was this: All of this generation will wander in the wilderness for forty years.
They will all die in this wilderness, except the two spies who gave a good report. After forty
years, the next generation will go in and take the land. (Numbers 14:26-38)
Why did God have to do this? It’s because the first generation to come out of Egypt had a
slave mentality. They had a slave nature. They could not see themselves as sons of God or as
conquerors. They were controlled by fear. The slave mentality had to die. A new generation had
to grow up without a slave mentality. They would be able to believe God and conquer the land.
That’s why Paul said, “You did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear”. He is saying
that, as Christians, we have been set free from the old slave nature. We are no longer to be
controlled by fear. We are to be more than conquerors in Jesus Christ. We are sons and
daughters, motivated by God’s love and truth. We will reign with Jesus. We will live in
dominion.
12

If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will
deny us. 2 Timothy 2:12
From Genesis to Revelation, we see this thread of truth, this revelation of the call to
dominion. Paul told Timothy: “If we endure, we shall also reign with Him…” It is our destiny.
In the book of Revelation, we see this theme fully developed. We see it realized and
fulfilled:
5

There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for
the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
Revelation 22:5
Hallelujah!
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Freedom from Fear
Living in dominion also means living in victory over fear. Let’s look at a few verses - another
seed-truth - that runs from Genesis to Revelation:
10

So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I
was naked; and I hid myself.” Genesis 3:10
Did you know that Adam never felt or experienced fear until after he sinned? Fear was
never part of his nature or his relationship with God. God never intended for man to feel fear or
experience fear or be controlled by fear.
But after the fall, Adam immediately felt fear. This means that fear had become part of his
nature. It had infected his spirit. From his spirit, it would also infect his mind and his body. His
emotions and thoughts would soon be habitually controlled by fear - all because of the fall.
Adam had fallen under Satan’s authority. Fear would infect and control the whole human race.
Fear comes from Satan. Love comes from God. Lies come from Satan. Truth comes from God.
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All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the
peace of your children. 14 In righteousness you shall be established; You shall be
far from oppression, for you shall not fear; And from terror, for it shall not come
near you. Isaiah 54:13-14
Through the prophet Isaiah, God promised a deliverance from fear. In Isaiah 54:14, God said
that we would be established in righteousness. That means that He would redeem us from
Satan’s control. He would forgive us and give us the gift of righteous standing before God. And
He would establish us in righteousness. This means that we would be so filled with the reality of
our righteous standing before God, through Jesus Christ, that we would not fear anymore.
When you know that God loves you and accepts you and backs you up, then fear loses its grip
on you. When you are born again and you have a new spirit, a new righteous nature, you no
longer have a fear nature. You no longer have a spirit of fear.
God also said in verse 14 that “you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear…” This
does not make sense to the natural mind. It would make sense if God had said, “I will protect
you from oppression, and then you will not have to fear.” But that’s not what God said. He said,
“You shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear…” This really means that God will
change your nature from fear to faith. You will be established in righteousness, and you will not
fear. “The righteous are bold as a lion.” (Proverbs 28:1) God is saying that, because you will not
fear, it will keep oppression far from you! Fear allows the enemy to come after you. If you do
not fear, your faith brings God’s protection and the enemy has no power over you!
Zacharias also prophesied of our deliverance from fear, after the birth of his son John the
Baptist:
67

Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying: 68 “ Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His
people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant
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David, 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the
world began, 71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of
all who hate us, 72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to
remember His holy covenant, 73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:
74
To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might
serve Him without fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days
of our life. Luke 1:67-75
Zacharias said in verse 74 that we would be delivered from the hand of our enemies. By
God’s redemption and forgiveness, Satan has no authority over us. Why did God do this? So
that we “might serve Him without fear all the days of our life”. How can we serve Him without
fear? It’s because, according to verse 75, we are made righteous and holy before God by the
finished work of Christ.
6

Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through
the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:6-7
What does this verse mean? God has not given you a spirit of fear. You no longer have a
fear nature. You are no longer a slave of sin or Satan. You are a child of God. Unsaved people,
by nature, are slaves of fear. They may cover it up, but it is at the core of their being. They
cannot escape it. They cannot change it.
But you are born again. Your spirit is new. Your spirit now has the nature of God. You live by
love and truth. Because you have a righteous nature, you are becoming as bold as a lion. Your
new spiritual nature, as a child of God, is one of power and love and a healthy, sane mind.
As you learn God’s word, as you renew your mind, you will overcome fear in your thoughts
and in your emotions. Even your body will be healed from the effects of fear, worry and
anxiety. Fear, which is an evil enemy of God, will no longer control you. You will be more than a
conqueror and an overcomer through Jesus Christ.
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Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in
the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear
in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he
who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first
loved us. 1 John 4:17-19
Fear is from Satan. Love is from God. The closer you are to Satan, the more you are
controlled by fear. The closer you are to God, the more you are influenced by Love. As you are
transformed into God’s image, you will be “perfected in love”. This means that your heart and
your motives will all be filled with God’s love. Your mind and your thoughts will all be filled with
God’s love. Your character and nature will all manifest God’s love.
As you are “perfected” in God’s love, all your fears will fade away. Even the fear of final
judgment will disappear. You will have confidence that God loves you and that you stand
righteous and clean before God because of the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ. You will also
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realize that “as He is, so are you in this world”. You are a son or daughter of God. You are an
ambassador of Heaven. You are part of the body of Christ. You represent Jesus to the world.
You will not face judgment. Jesus already took your judgment on the cross. There is no
judgment left for you. You are completely forgiven, completely justified, completely accepted,
and completely righteous before God. You are not trying to get to Heaven. You are already a
citizen of Heaven and an ambassador of Heaven. You are bringing Heaven to earth, just as Jesus
did. You are already living in resurrection life. The cross is behind you.
You recognize that fear and love are from two different kingdoms. One is light and one is
darkness. There is no fear in love. They do not mix. God uses love. Satan uses fear. As you get
closer to God, fear is pushed out of your life. As you are filled with God’s love, fear loses its
power over you. You are not motivated by fear, and you do not use fear to motivate others.
You minister to people and motivate people with God’s love and truth.
You do not fear punishment, because Jesus already took all your punishment. You do not
motivate other people with fear of punishment. You speak the truth in love.
You love God now because He first loved you. You do not love God because you are
commanded to. You recognize that commanded love was part of the Old Covenant, the
covenant of law. It was a covenant designed to reveal our need, not to save us. In the New
Covenant, you freely receive God’s love with an open heart. As God fills your heart with His
love, you come to love Him in return. You also begin to love yourself in a healthy way. You also
begin to genuinely love your family and your friends and your neighbors with the overflow of
God’s love in you.
You no longer live in fear. Fear may try to attack you from time to time, but you overcome
it. You see it as a defeated enemy spirit. You live in dominion with Jesus Christ, and you are
motivated by His love.
8

But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with
fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” Revelation 21:8
In the end, God’s people have been completely redeemed from fear and have overcome
fear through God’s love and His restored dominion. Those who died with a fallen nature, with a
fear nature, as slaves of sin and Satan, have lost it all. Those who are in Christ have won it all.
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3. God Wants You to Live with His Blessing
26

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living
thing that moves on the earth.” Genesis 1:26-28
We often think of the blessing of God as being a reward. We think that if we do good, God
will bless us. But when did God bless Adam and Eve? It was the first thing He did after He
created them! Adam and Eve hadn’t done anything yet that He could reward them for. The
blessing of God was not a reward; it was an equipping! The first thing that God did after He
created man in His own image was to bless him! The blessing of God is standard equipment for
mankind. We need His blessing. We were not designed to live independently of God’s grace.
We were designed to live with His blessing.
The blessing of God is also a revelation of God’s heart. If the first thing He did was to bless
us, then clearly God is a God of blessing. His nature is to bless. His heart is a heart of blessing. It
was the first thing He did! He didn’t wait a day or an hour or a minute. He blessed them
immediately! He didn’t make them perform or pass a test. He just blessed them! Blessing flows
from the heart of God to all his creation, and especially to the people He created in His own
image.
What is the blessing of God? It is His favor and His grace. It is health and prosperity. It is
success and happiness and fulfillment. It is guidance and wisdom and power. God defined the
blessing by saying, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion…” So the
blessing is fruitfulness and success and multiplication and victory and mastery and dominion!
How did God release the blessing? He spoke words! God blessed them, saying… God spoke
the blessing, and the Spirit of God came and activated the blessing.
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Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife,
and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not
eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it all the days
of your life. Genesis 3:17
We also tend to think of the curse as being a punishment for disobedience. It is true that
disobedience brought the curse, but the curse was not really a punishment. It was a
consequence. God is not a God of punishment, but He is a God of consequences. Before the fall,
Adam and Eve were in alignment with God. They were in agreement with God. They were in
connection and right relationship with God. The blessing flowed from God’s heart to their lives.
But after their disobedience, they were out of alignment with God. The connection was broken.
The alignment was broken. The flow of blessing was lost. Satan had gained an entrance into
their lives, and evil would produce a curse. God’s heart is not to punish, but to redeem. God is
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not really a God of punishment, but He is a God of consequences, and these consequences
were really bad. The curse was not a punishment to be endured, but a consequence, a loss of
alignment that needed to be fixed. Something had been lost that needed to be restored,
because God is a God of blessing. It is His plan and His way.
1

So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth. Genesis 9:1
After the fall, Adam’s race became so corrupted that the flood was the only answer. God
had to cut out the growing cancer of sin and try to launch a new beginning. He chose a man
called Noah, and his family. Immediately after the flood, what did God do? The first thing God
did was to bless Noah and his sons. It was a new beginning. God placed a fresh blessing on His
covenant man, because that is how God designed us to live.
But the seed of sin was still in Noah and his family. People began to multiply on the earth
again, but the cancer of sin also grew and multiplied. So the Lord looked for another man to be
His friend and covenant partner. God chose Abraham. Through Abraham’s seed (Jesus Christ),
God intended to eliminate the curse completely and restore the blessing forever.
1

Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your
family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. 2 I will make
you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you;
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Genesis 12:1-3
God found a friend and a new covenant partner in Abraham. God revealed His heart and His
nature again by immediately declaring a blessing over Abraham. God wanted to bring the
blessing into the earth. God wanted to bless the people He made in His own image.
God revealed through Abraham another part of His plan for us: “I will bless you...and you
shall be a blessing.” God was going to bless His covenant man and make him a blessing to
others. God’s desire is that we would have a heart like His own heart – a heart of blessing. God
wants to bless us (His covenant people) and make us a blessing to others. But all blessing flows
from God. You can’t become a blessing if you don’t receive the blessings of God. You can’t give
what you don’t have!
God also gave Abraham an amazing promise – the promise of the Messiah! “And in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” This was the promise that Jesus Christ the Savior
would be born as a descendant of Abraham, the friend of God. And how did God express this
promise? In the language of blessing! “And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
God’s plan was that Jesus Christ would completely reverse the curse and restore the blessing
“to all the families of the earth”. This is the “blessing of Abraham” for anyone who will receive
salvation through Jesus Christ.
But God also mentioned a curse for those who would curse Abraham. This was the language
of covenant: “Your friend is my friend. Your enemy is my enemy.” But let’s look at this idea a
little closer:
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44

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,
Matthew 5:44
14

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Romans 12:14

Even though God told Abraham he would curse those who cursed Abraham (covenant talk),
God’s real heart is to bless. Jesus taught us to bless even those who curse us, because this is
God’s heart. God basically said, “I am willing to curse your enemies, because this is your
covenant right. But my heart is really a heart of blessing. Would you give up your right to have
your enemies cursed? Would you come into agreement with me and bless even your enemies?
Would you pray for their salvation? Would you forgive them and wish them the same salvation
that you have? Then you will really be in agreement with God’s heart. Then you will really show
yourself to be a child of God!
When we bless people rather than curse them, we release more of God’s grace and power.
When we bless rather than curse, we affect people’s destinies. The Spirit of God can work in
their lives to save them, rather than to destroy them. This is God’s real desire. In this way, we
reveal God’s heart. In this way, we truly work in partnership with Him.
How do we bless? We speak words of forgiveness and blessing, and the Spirit of God backs
up our words. How do we curse? We speak words of accusation and judgment, and demons are
activated by our words.
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Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my son.” 27 And
he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and
blessed him and said: “Surely, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field which
the LORD has blessed. 28 Therefore may God give you of the dew of heaven, of the
fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and wine. 29 Let peoples serve you, and
nations bow down to you. Be master over your brethren, and let your mother’s
sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those
who bless you!” Genesis 27:26-29
Somewhere in Genesis, in the early history of man, it became a custom for fathers to bless
their sons, especially the firstborn son. Why did they do this? They certainly knew that God had
blessed Adam and Eve, and Noah, and Abraham. They were probably imitating God and
following His example. That’s a good thing! Why was there a special blessing for the firstborn?
The firstborn son was a prophetic symbol of Jesus. Jesus is the only begotten Son of God, and
the “firstborn among many brothers.” (Romans 8:29)
This blessing was so important and powerful that Jacob, the son of Isaac, deceived both his
firstborn brother and his father to get it. God didn’t approve of Jacob’s way of getting the
blessing. But God loved that Jacob valued the blessing enough to go after it. Jacob’s firstborn
brother Esau didn’t value the blessing and sold it for a bowl of stew.
How was the blessing given? How was it activated? The blessing was released by the spoken
word, a prophetic word from God’s Spirit.
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And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons,
saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 24 “The
LORD bless you and keep you; 25 The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be
gracious to you; 26 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you
peace.”‘ 27 “So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless
them.” Numbers 6:22-27
Even under the Mosaic covenant of law, which brought a curse for disobedience, God still
wanted His people to be blessed! It is not God’s nature to curse. It is His nature to bless. God
was trying to fight the curse with His blessing. That’s grace! But He needed His priests to help
him. God actually instructed his priests to regularly bless the people of Israel. How were they to
do this? God told them to speak the blessing over them. God wanted to bless Israel, but He
needed the priests to speak the word of blessing. Then God could bless them. Then the Holy
Spirit could come and activate the blessing for them!
Pastors and leaders in the body of Christ should bless their churches and their
congregations today. Pastors and ministers should speak the blessing of God over the church
regularly, because God wants to bless the people and He needs your words of faith to release
that blessing! Don’t speak curses over God’s church. God’s heart is not a heart of judgment or
accusation or punishment. God’s heart is to bless and heal and redeem and transform. Speak
blessing! Release the blessing!
9

Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother called
his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in pain.” 10 And Jabez called on the
God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my
territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from
evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.
1 Chronicles 4:9-10
In 1 Chronicles chapter four, we read about a man named Jabez who became famous for
one thing: he asked God for His blessing. How did Jabez know to do that? What inspired him to
pray that prayer? Jabez knew that God had blessed Adam. And Noah. And Abraham. And Jabez
knew about the priestly blessing. Jabez discerned the nature of God and the heart of God. Jabez
knew that God is a God of blessing.
Many of us think that asking God for His blessing is selfish. But Jabez knew better. Jabez
prayed this way: “Oh, that You would bless me indeed!” What does that mean? It means: “Bless
me a lot! The extra-large blessing, please! Bless me like You blessed Abraham! I’m Your friend,
too. I’m Your covenant man, too! Cause me to prosper and be in health. Teach me and lead me
and guide me and grant me success and victory by Your grace and favor on my life!”
He also prayed that God would enlarge his territory. What does that mean? For Jabez it
probably meant more land – a bigger piece of the Promised Land. For us today it would mean
more influence, a bigger ministry, and more success.
He also prayed that the hand of God would be with him. He was asking for favor and grace.
He was asking for the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit to be with him. He was asking for
guidance and wisdom.
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He also prayed to be kept from evil: “Keep the devil out of my life and my decisions. I don’t
want to hurt anyone or cause any harm.”
The Bible says that God granted his request. God did not get mad at him for asking for all
that blessing! God likes it when we understand His heart. And it was not a selfish prayer.
Remember Abraham? God said, “I will bless you…and you shall be a blessing!” God wants to
bring blessing into the earth. You can’t share what you haven’t received! Jabez knew that!
13

Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but
the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, He was
greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do
not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 15 Assuredly, I say to you,
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means
enter it.” 16 And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed
them. Mark 10:13-16
All parents desire that their children would be blessed. And Jesus wanted to bless them. It
was only Jesus’ disciples that didn’t understand! Isn’t that strange? Jesus’ disciples thought that
Jesus had much more important things to do than to bless some little children. They didn’t
remember Genesis 1:28!
Jesus taught His disciples that the kingdom of God is for people with childlike hearts.
(Heaven is actually a very fun place!) People who are too serious don’t know how to receive it
or enjoy it. The kingdom of God is a gift, not a reward. It is received by faith, not earned.
What is the blessing that the parents wanted for their little children? They wanted God’s
Spirit upon them. They wanted angels assigned to them. They wanted favor, grace, protection,
success, guidance, wisdom, health, and prosperity.
How did Jesus release the blessing to the children? (Pay attention - this is important
kingdom business!) He laid His hands on them and released the Holy Spirit upon them. And
then He spoke words over them. He probably spoke general blessings and Bible promises over
them. He probably also spoke individual prophetic words for each child concerning their callings
and their destinies. He also took them in His arms. (Pay attention - this is important kingdom
business!) He loved them! He showed them affection! Do this for your children also! And if you
are a pastor or a church leader, do it for all the little children in your church! Jesus did!
21

When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was
baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. 22 And the Holy Spirit
descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven
which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22
In this passage in Luke three, we see what is called the Father’s blessing. Jesus publicly
received the Father’s blessing. Every son and daughter needs this! Again, this is not a reward.
This is an equipping. This is a father openly giving love, approval, acceptance and identity to his
son or daughter. Every child needs this. Every father needs to do this for each of his children.
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If you are a pastor or a spiritual leader, you can do this for your spiritual children and church
members. They will thrive and grow strong under your blessing. If they do not receive your
blessing, they will not feel loved or accepted or approved. They will not grow as well.
And God wants to do this for you! Spend some time with the Father. Ask Him to speak to
your heart. Ask Him to show you His love for you. He will do it! The Father’s blessing will change
your life and ministry!
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And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and
blessed them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted
from them and carried up into heaven. Luke 24:50-51
When God first made Adam and Eve in His image, He blessed them. And He gave them a
commission: multiply, be fruitful, and fill the earth. After Jesus was raised from the dead, His
followers were born again in His image. And He blessed them and gave them a new
commission: preach the gospel and make disciples of the nations. In other words, multiply and
fill the earth…spiritually.
Jesus instituted the new covenant. And what did He do right before He went back to
Heaven? He lifted His hands and blessed them. He restored the blessing. (Do you know what the
last word of the Old Testament is? It is “curse”.) Jesus restored the blessing, just like in Genesis
1:28. The blessing is not a reward. It is an equipping. It is a gift. We need that blessing. We have
a big commission to fulfill! And God’s heart is to bless us. It is His nature and desire.
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ… Ephesians 1:3
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Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse
for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the
blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Galatians 3:13-14
There was a curse of the fall and a curse of the law. The curse of the fall came from Adam
and Eve’s sin. The curse of the law came from not obeying the laws of God under the Mosaic
covenant. Jesus redeemed us from both curses on the cross. The full reversal of the curse of the
fall will be seen at His second coming, when we receive resurrected, immortal bodies. But the
reversal of the curse of the law is for now! Jesus took the curse on the cross – He actually
became a curse for us – so that we might receive the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus.
Abraham was declared righteous before God because He believed God’s promise. (Genesis
15:6. See Abraham vs. Moses) Abraham was richly blessed, not because of his performance, not
because he kept laws or commandments, but because he was in covenant with God. Abraham
received God’s promise and God’s grace by faith. In Christ, we can have the same blessing.
Do what Jabez did. Don’t try to qualify for God’s blessing. It’s not a reward. It’s an
equipping. Jesus already made you qualified. Just ask God for His blessing. Ask with a childlike
heart. Ask every day! More blessing, Lord! Bless me and make me a blessing, just like Abraham!
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And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street,
and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each
tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. Revelation 22:1-3
In the end of the book, in the end of the history of man, the blessing is completely restored.
The curse of forever gone. No more curse. That’s just the way God wants it! Adam, the first man,
released the curse, but God became a man and swallowed up the curse on a Roman cross. He
restored the blessing forever!
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4. The Blood of Jesus Redeems You
8

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been
written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
Revelation 13:8
In order to understand why the message of the blood of Jesus begins in the book of Genesis,
we must look first in the book of the Revelation. The apostle John wrote that the Lamb of God,
Jesus, was slain from the foundation of the world. What does this mean? It means that before
God created the heavens or the earth or the angels or Adam and Eve, Jesus was already
crucified. How could that be? It was already done in the heart and mind of God. It was already
planned and accomplished in the mind of God. God had this whole thing planned out. He knew
that Lucifer would rebel, although God did not make him rebel. God knew that Adam and Eve
would fall, although He did not make them fall. God had already planned, in eternity past, to
bring forth what we now call the church, the sons of God, the body of Christ, and the bride of
Christ. Within the Trinity, the incarnation was already planned and agreed upon. The second
Person of the Trinity would become a man, Jesus the Messiah, born of a virgin. Within the
Trinity, the crucifixion and the resurrection were already planned and agreed upon. Jesus would
take the sins of the world upon Himself. He would shed His blood – innocent human blood – to
pay for human sin and satisfy God’s justice. He would rise from the dead and grant forgiveness
to whoever would believe in Him.
So God created the heavens and the earth. And God created time itself. Time has a
beginning and an end. Outside of time is eternity, where God lives. God can look at time from
any direction in eternity. He can see the beginning from the end. He can see the end from the
beginning. Somewhere on the timeline of the human race – two thousand years ago from
where we stand - God placed the cross. God chose the moment in history when He would be
born into the earth as the man Jesus Christ. He chose the moment in time where He would be
crucified and resurrected. He prepared for that moment with a thousand years of prophets and
prophecies. Those prophets and prophecies predicted hundreds of details of the birth, life,
ministry, crucifixion, resurrection, second coming and eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ.
There were two reasons why God gave all those detailed prophecies of the life of Jesus
Christ. The first reason was so that the world would recognize the Messiah when He came - so
that they would recognize the chosen time by the signs. Only the man who fulfilled all of the
prophecies could be the Messiah. Jesus is that man.
But there was another reason why God prepared the way with hundreds of prophecies
about the life of the Messiah. The reason is that Jesus would need a road map for His own life
and ministry!
When the second Person of the Trinity was born into the earth through the virgin Mary, He
came as a baby. He came to live as a man. He stripped Himself of His knowledge and power as
God. Philippians 2:5-7 says, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.” The verse
that says He “made Himself of no reputation” implies, in the Greek, that He stripped Himself of
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His divine knowledge and power. He came to be the second Adam – to live as a man in
obedience to the Father – and to not make the same mistake that the first Adam made.
This means that the baby Jesus lying in the manger did not know that He was God. The
toddler Jesus did not know that He was God. He did not know that He was the Messiah. He did
not know that He was born to die on a cross. As a boy, He probably only knew that He had
fellowship with God in a way that other people did not. He knew that He was different! And His
mother knew some secrets also that the angel Gabriel had told her!
As a Jewish boy, Jesus began to read the Scriptures. As He was reading, the Holy Spirit
began to speak to Him through those scriptures. The Holy Spirit was giving him revelation and
illumination through the prophecies. Jesus began to identify Himself in the prophecies. He
began to understand who He was. The Holy Spirit was teaching Him. He discovered His destiny.
He saw that He was God incarnate. (How would you like to be reading the Bible and find out
that you are God? Wow!) He saw that He was the promised Messiah. Reading passages like
Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, He saw that He would die on a cross and shed His blood for the sins of
the human race. As a man, He had to live and follow His destiny purely by faith in the written
Word of God! (Jesus modeled for us how to find our identity and our destiny by reading and
obeying the Bible. The Holy Spirit will help us!)
After His resurrection, after His victory, He was restored to His Divinity. But He also was still
fully human. Jesus is still human. After He returned to the throne in Heaven, He did not take off
that old human body and throw it away. God became a man forever! It’s an eternal
commitment. Sitting at the right hand of the Father right now is a man, our big Brother!
So, if we understand that the Lamb of God was slain from the foundation of the world, then
we can understand how the message of the blood of Jesus begins in Genesis. It was all planned
out!
7

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.
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Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed
them. Genesis 3:7, 21
As soon as Adam and Eve had fallen into sin, they tried to cover themselves with fig leaves.
This is symbolic of religion. Through religion - through ceremonies and rituals and good works we try to cover ourselves. We try to fix what we broke. But it doesn’t work.
God came and did something very strange. He clothed Adam and Eve with an animal skin.
Why is this strange? It’s because, up to this time, there was no death. Animals don’t voluntarily
give up their skin! God killed an animal – an innocent animal – in order to cover Adam and Eve.
Innocent blood was shed because of human sin!
In this way, God was symbolically saying that the animal represented how Jesus would
come and shed His blood so that our sin would be covered. It’s simple: fig leaves represent
religion. But only the blood of Jesus can redeem us. This is verified in the book of Hebrews:
And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without
shedding of blood there is no remission. Hebrews 9:22
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Did you know that blood speaks? It does. At least, it speaks to God. God hears it:
10

And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood
cries out to Me from the ground. Genesis 4:10
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to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling
that speaks better things than that of Abel. Hebrews 12:24
In Genesis 4:10 and Hebrews 12:24, we see that blood can speak different things. The blood
of Abel cried out in accusation. It cried out for vengeance and justice and punishment. It
testified of a crime committed, demanding justice.
But the blood of Jesus, according to Hebrews 12:24, speaks “better things” than the blood
of Abel. What does it speak? It cries out for mercy and forgiveness. It testifies that God’s justice
has been satisfied, and the sin has been paid for.
When we call on the name of Jesus, His blood covers us. It speaks to God for us. It says,
“Forgiven! Righteous!” When you pray or intercede for an unsaved friend or loved one, cover
them in the blood of Jesus! Cover them in the blood that cries out to God for mercy and grace!
7

And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and
on the lintel of the houses where they eat it.
13

Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And
when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. Exodus 12:7, 13
God was trying to get Israel to understand, a thousand years in advance, that only the blood
of the Lamb could save them. The “Passover Lamb”, as it was called, was a symbol or prophetic
picture of Jesus. When John the Baptist saw Jesus coming, he announced, “Behold the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) God gave Israel the blood of the Lamb
before He gave them the Law. He was already saying, “The Law can’t save you. The blood of the
Lamb can!”
Just before He went to the cross, Jesus ate the traditional Passover supper with His
disciples. They did not realize that they were eating the Passover supper with the true Passover
Lamb! Jesus confirmed that He was the prophesied Passover Lamb. By His blood we are
redeemed, and by His blood the New Covenant is established and sealed.
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Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood, which is shed for you. Luke 22:20
In the book of Joshua is another part of the thread, or theme, of the blood of Jesus:
18

unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the
window through which you let us down, and unless you bring your father, your
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mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household to your own home. 19 So it
shall be that whoever goes outside the doors of your house into the street, his
blood shall be on his own head, and we will be guiltless. And whoever is with you
in the house, his blood shall be on our head if a hand is laid on him. 20 And if you
tell this business of ours, then we will be free from your oath which you made us
swear.” 21 Then she said, “According to your words, so be it.” And she sent them
away, and they departed. And she bound the scarlet cord in the window.
Joshua 2:18-21
Rahab, the harlot from Jericho, became part of the nation of Israel. How did that happen?
When Joshua sent spies into the city of Jericho, Rahab hid them and protected them. She
believed in the God of Israel. She believed that Israel’s God was the true God, and that He
would give Israel victory in the land. She wanted to join them. God saw her faith. She was saved
by faith! (The blood of Jesus redeems us so completely that the ex-harlot, the Gentile Rahab,
became part of the genealogy of Jesus Christ Himself! See Matthew 1:5.)
Rahab asked the spies to spare her and her family when their God gave them the victory
over the city. The two spies told her that she must tie a scarlet thread in her window. Anyone
under the covering of the scarlet thread would be saved! The scarlet thread is the blood of
Jesus. The scarlet thread represents the message of the blood of Jesus that runs from Genesis
to Revelation. The blood of Jesus is the scarlet thread that runs throughout the whole Bible!
Now, jump back to the book of Leviticus:
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He shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger
on the mercy seat on the east side; and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle
some of the blood with his finger seven times. 15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the
sin offering, which is for the people, bring its blood inside the veil, do with that
blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and
before the mercy seat. Leviticus 16:14-15
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For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the
altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement
for the soul. Leviticus 17:11
God gave Israel, under the Law, a system of animal sacrifices. Each animal sacrifice was
intended to symbolize the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Pretty much everything in the Law – the
temple, the priests, the sacrifices, the feast days and holy days, pretty much everything –
represented Jesus Christ.
In Leviticus 17:11, God said that He had given us the blood to make atonement for our
souls. Only innocent blood can pay for our sins and redeem us. Why? It’s because the blood
represents life. The wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) Death means the pouring out of an
innocent life as the payment for sin. The blood represents life. The shedding of blood is the
price of sin.
God said in Leviticus 17:11, “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” God was revealing
something very important here. If the life of the flesh is in the blood, then animal blood has
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animal life. And human blood has human life. If that is true, then the blood of an animal can
never really pay for the sin of a human being. Humans and animals are not equal. Humans are
created in the image of God. Hebrews 10:4 confirms this:
4

For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away
sins. Hebrews 10:4
So if animal blood cannot really redeem a human being, why did God give animal sacrifices
in the Old Covenant? Clearly, they were symbolic of Jesus Christ.
Human sin requires the shedding of human blood. In fact, it requires the shedding of
innocent human blood. A guilty human cannot pay for the sin of another guilty human. The
substitute, the sacrifice, must be a sinless human. Since all the human beings on earth were
fallen, corrupted and guilty, there was only one possible solution: God became a man!
God became a man so that He could shed innocent human blood to redeem human beings.
But there was another problem: one innocent man can only die for one guilty man. One life
pays for one life. That’s justice. But there are billions of human beings who needed to be
redeemed.
And there was another problem: if an innocent man dies for a guilty man, the guilty man is
forgiven. But if the forgiven man sins again, he is guilty again. Another innocent man has to die
in his place to redeem him. Each time he sins, it costs another innocent life!
But God has the solution. The solution is in Leviticus 17:11. “The life of the flesh is in the
blood.” If Jesus was only human, if His blood was only human, then His blood could only
redeem one other person. One life pays for one life. And if Jesus was only human, His blood
could only pay for sins committed in the past. Any new sins would require a new sacrifice.
But if Jesus is both human and God, then His life is both human and Divine. And His blood is
both human and Divine. “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” If Jesus is human, then His human
blood can pay for human sins. And if Jesus is God, then His blood is Divine. His blood is eternal
and infinite. His blood can pay for all the human sins committed by all the human beings in all
times – past, present and future! Now, that is God’s perfect solution! Jesus has to be both God
and man at the same time. Otherwise, we are all lost. Otherwise, His sacrifice could not save us.
But we are saved! Look at Hebrews 9:12-14:
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Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13
For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to
God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Hebrews 9:12-14
Did you notice in this passage that only the blood of Christ can cleanse your conscience? If
you have faith in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and righteous before God by the blood of Jesus.
If you are saved, God sees you as clean. He is willing to answer your prayers. He responds to
your faith. But your own conscience might still condemn you. If your own conscience is
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condemning you, it kills your confidence toward God. It torpedoes your faith! 1 John 3:21-22
says, “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. And
whatever we ask we receive from Him…”
Sometimes God has forgiven us for something, but our own heart still condemns us. Our
own conscience still accuses us. It weakens our confidence toward God. It torpedoes our faith.
How can you cleanse your conscience? By the blood of Jesus! Apply the blood of Jesus to your
heart, to your soul, and to your conscience. Choose to receive the forgiveness that His blood
provides you. It will renew your confidence toward God. It will strengthen your faith for
answered prayers!
7

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace… Ephesians 1:7
In the New Testament, God is no longer speaking in symbols or prophecies. We have
redemption through His blood. Right now! We have the forgiveness of sins. Right now!
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But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ. Ephesians 2:13
Ephesians 2:13 says that we who once were far off (Gentiles; non-Jews) have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. You have this position now. You are already close to God. You are
as close to God as you can get. It is done by the blood of Jesus.
So why does James 4:8 say, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you”? It’s because
many kingdom truths are like two sides of the same coin. You can develop a closer friendship
with God, but you cannot get a closer position to God. You have been brought near already by
the blood of Jesus. Use this gift - use this position - to develop a closer friendship with God!
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For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by
Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things
in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who
once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has
reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and
blameless, and above reproach in His sight --- 23 if indeed you continue in the
faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the
gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of
which I, Paul, became a minister. Colossians 1:19-23
Paul teaches us that, by the blood of Christ, God made peace with you. By the blood of
Christ, you are holy and blameless and above reproach in His sight. This is not something that
you have done. This is something that God has done! You might not always feel that way, but
God says it’s done by the blood of Jesus. Trust that!
8

Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden
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bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new
song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You
were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and
tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth.” Revelation 5:8-10
The thread is complete in the book of Revelation. It is fulfilled. We will stand in the throne
room of God, worshipping Him and singing, “You have redeemed us to God by Your blood!”
Hallelujah!
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5. Your Righteousness Is by Grace (Abraham vs. Moses)
Since Adam and Eve disobeyed God and fell into sin in the Garden of Eden, fallen mankind
has known and felt in his heart that he is not right with God. While many try to deny their guilt
or even run farther away from God, many people have sought for the way to be right with God
again. This search is represented by what Adam and Eve did in the garden after the fall. They
made fig leaf coverings for themselves. But God responded by taking away their fig leaves and
covering them with animal skin tunics. This was of course God’s way of saying, “You can’t cover
yourself, but I will can cover you if you let Me.” So men continue to invent religions and rituals
and ceremonies and rules and laws. They try to establish their own righteousness. (See Romans
10:3.)
In the books of Genesis and Exodus, God introduces two men. These two men are symbols
of two possible ways to attain righteousness before God. The first man is Abraham.
1

Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your
family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. 2 I will make
you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you;
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Genesis 12:1-3
God called Abraham to leave everything and follow Him. God told Abraham to leave behind
his father’s house and his father’s family. This means that he was to leave behind his old
identity and his old source of security. He was to take on a new identity as a covenant friend of
God. He was to find his destiny and his provision and his security in God. Then God gave some
great promises to Abraham. God promised to make him the father of a great multitude of
people, to bless him and to make him a blessing. God also promised Abraham that he would
bring the Savior, the Messiah, into the world through Abraham’s lineage. Through this Messiah,
God would restore life and blessing to all the families of the earth.
God made all these promises to Abraham purely by His grace. He wanted to. He chose to.
Abraham was not asking or seeking at all. It was pure grace.
5

Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and
count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall
your descendants be.” 6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him
for righteousness. Genesis 15:5-6
Abraham had not had any children yet, in spite of the promise of God. It looked impossible.
He was getting old, and his wife was not only barren but now past the years of childbearing. So
God brought Abraham outside and said, “Look at the stars! Try to count them! That’s how many
descendants you will have!”
In the verse that follows, God introduces one of the most amazing seed truths in the Bible.
Genesis 15:6 is the key to attaining righteousness before God, and in the rest of the Bible,
Abraham is the symbol of this righteousness. Abraham is a model for us all to follow. Genesis
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15:6 is quoted four times by the apostle Paul and once by James. (Romans 4:3, Romans 4:9,
Romans 4:22, Galatians 3:6, James 2:23)
Genesis 15:6 says that, “Abraham believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.” In other words, Abraham believed in the word of God, the promise of God, the
nature of God and the power of God. And God called him righteous.
Abraham did not have any religion or rules to follow. There were no ten commandments.
There were no rituals or ceremonies or laws. He simply believed God and was counted
righteous.
In the books of Exodus through Deuteronomy, God introduces another man. This man is
called Moses. Moses is a symbol of another way to attain righteousness before God. God
makes Moses the leader of His people. Through Moses, God gives the Ten Commandments and
all the rest of His rules and laws and statutes. Through Moses, God establishes a covenant of
law, now called the Old Covenant.
This was God’s way of saying, “If you think you can establish your own righteousness, don’t
make up your own rules or laws or standards of righteousness. Don’t make up your own
religions or gods. I am the only true God. If you think you can attain your own righteousness, I
will give you My standard. I will give you my laws and my commandments. They are moral
perfection. They are perfect purity and justice. No mistakes are allowed.”
When God gave Israel His laws and commandments, He gave another seed truth of the
Bible. Leviticus 18:5 is also a key verse, just as Genesis 15:6 is. Leviticus 18:5 says:
5

'So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may
live if he does them; I am the LORD. Leviticus 18:5
Leviticus 18:5 is quoted at least four other times in the Bible, twice by the prophet Ezekiel
and twice by the apostle Paul. (Ezekiel 20:11, Ezekiel 20:21, Romans 10:5, Galatians 3:12)
What you should notice right away is that Genesis 15:6 and Leviticus 18:5 are two very
different things. They contradict each other. They do not agree. Moses represents trying to
attain your own righteousness by your performance, by keeping God’s laws and
commandments. Abraham represents receiving God’s gift of righteousness by faith.
By introducing these two men as symbols, God is going to tell us a story. He is going to
teach us which of the two is the correct way to attain righteousness before God.
So what happened to Abraham? We already read that he was declared righteous the
moment he believed God.
What happened to Moses? Read it in Deuteronomy 34:4-5:
4

Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to give
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have
caused you to see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 5 So
Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the
word of the LORD. Deuteronomy 34:4-5
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Moses represented the Law. Moses was the main representative of the Law to the people
of Israel. But Moses himself could not enter the Promised Land.
God had promised the land of Canaan to Abraham and his descendants. Abraham had no
laws and no commandments. He received a promise by grace and he believed God’s promise.
Abraham’s descendants would certainly inherit the land.
But Moses could not enter the land. Why not? Under the Law, perfection was the standard.
And Moses made at least on mistake. He disobeyed God at least one time. You can read about
it in Numbers 20:8-12.
If Moses himself, who represented the Law, could not attain righteousness by the Law,
nobody else can either!
God is saying, “Here are two ways to attain righteousness before Me. Only one of them
actually works. Make the right choice!” It’s like having a test in school, but there is only one
question and only two possible answers. And it’s an “open book test”!
Throughout the rest of the Bible, God continues to give us the right answer:
1

“Listen to Me, you who follow after righteousness, you who seek the
LORD: look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the hole of the pit from
which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father, and to Sarah who bore you;
for I called him alone, and blessed him and increased him.” Isaiah 51:1-2
God speaks to Israel, and to us, through the prophet Isaiah. He says, “Listen to Me, you who
follow after righteousness.” He is saying, if you want the answer to attaining righteousness,
listen. I will give you the right answer. I will help you. Then He says, “Look to Abraham, your
father.” Why look to Abraham? Abraham believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness. (Genesis 15:6) He does not say, “Look to Moses.” He says, “Look to Abraham!”
4

"Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the
righteous will live by his faith. Habakkuk 2:4
Through the prophet Habakkuk, God makes it clear for us. Righteousness comes by faith in
God. It is by God’s grace. It is a gift to those who trust in Him. The apostle Paul understood it,
but only after he had an encounter with Jesus Christ. Paul quotes it at least three times.
(Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38)
The Covenant of Law was in effect from the time of Moses to the time that Jesus said on the
cross, “It is finished.” (John 19:30) Under the Old Covenant, there was a curse for breaking the
Law. Have you ever noticed what Malachi says?
6

And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts
of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.”
Malachi 4:6
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Wow! The last word of the Old Testament is the word “curse”. Do you think that is an
accident? Or do you think that is on purpose? Do you think that God is trying to say something
about what Moses represents, about what the covenant of Law represents?
33

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you. Matthew 6:33
Jesus said that we are to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. For many
years, I would read that verse and I thought I knew what it meant. I thought it meant, “Seek
first the kingdom of God and try really, really hard to be righteous.” But one day the Holy Spirit
whispered something to me. He said, “Did you notice that it says to seek HIS righteousness?
Not your own?” What is His righteousness? The answer is in Romans 10:3-4: For they being
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes.
Now look at a story that Jesus told about a rich man and a poor man.
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“There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen
and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the
crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked
his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in
torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom. 24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue;
for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in
your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but
now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us
and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to
you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you
therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of
torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ “
Luke 16:19-31 (22)
One day I was reading this story, and I felt like I needed the Holy Spirit to help me
understand it. It sounded from this story like rich people go to hell, and poor people are
righteous. But I already knew that that was not true. I asked the Lord to show me the meaning
of the story.
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He said to me, “Did you notice that the story is about ‘Abraham’s bosom’? Why doesn’t it
say ‘Moses’ bosom’?” I immediately understood!
Before the cross and the resurrection, those that trusted in God for His salvation went to a
place called “Abraham’s bosom”. The poor man in the story, Lazarus, went to Abraham’s bosom
because he trusted God, just like Abraham did, and was counted righteous. There is no place
called “Moses’ bosom” because no one ever attained righteousness by the Law, including
Moses himself!
1

What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to
the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Romans 4:1-3
The apostle Paul understood righteousness by grace through faith. But he only understood
it after he had an amazing encounter with Jesus Christ. (Acts chapter 9) Before Paul knew Jesus,
he was a Pharisee. He was a Jew who believed in attaining your own righteousness by keeping
the law of God. But after his encounter with Jesus, his eyes were opened. He began to study the
scriptures again. The Holy Spirit opened his eyes and gave him understanding. He saw that
Abraham was the model for us, not Moses.
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He (Abraham) did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but
was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that
what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And therefore “it was
accounted to him for righteousness.” 23 Now it was not written for his sake alone
that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who
believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered
up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. Romans
4:20-25
Paul wrote that Abraham believed the promise of God and was declared righteous. Now, for
us in the new covenant, we are to believe the gospel. We are to believe that Jesus Christ died
for our sins on a cross and was raised from the dead. If we believe that message, we are
declared righteous before God in the same way that Abraham was. Hallelujah!
1

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may
be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not
according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the
righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes. Romans 10:1-4 (Abraham)
Paul was grieved that Israel was still trying to establish their own righteousness through the
Law of Moses. They didn’t understand. By their pride, they were blinded to God’s grace. They
were blinded to righteousness by faith.
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Christ fulfilled the law perfectly. He is the only one that ever did. By fulfilling it, He ended it.
He brought the Law to an end. Now, we trust in Christ, not the law. Now, we receive His gift of
righteousness by believing as Abraham believed.
5

For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man
who does those things shall live by them.” (Leviticus 18:5) 6 But the
righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will
ascend into heaven?’ “ (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?’ “ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what
does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the
word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:5-10 (Moses)
Paul quotes Leviticus 18:5. He talks about “the righteousness which is of the law”. But he
contrasts that kind of righteousness with “the righteousness of faith”. It’s Abraham vs. Moses. If
you believe that God raised Jesus from the dead, you attain righteousness. Hallelujah!
1

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth,
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 2
This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the
law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit,
are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have you suffered so many things
in vain --- if indeed it was in vain? 5 Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you
and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith? --- 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6) 7 Therefore know that only those who are
of faith are sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying,
“In you all the nations shall be blessed.” 9 So then those who are of faith are
blessed with believing Abraham. 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all
things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 11 But that no one is
justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”
(Habakkuk 2:4) 12 Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall
live by them.”(Leviticus 18:5) 13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the
law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles
in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Galatians 3:1-14
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In Galatians 3:1-14, Paul quotes the three seed-truth verses about righteousness: Genesis
15:6, Habakkuk 2:4, and Leviticus 18:5. He sums it perfectly. It’s Abraham vs. Moses. Abraham
wins!
By the way, did you notice that it’s called the “blessing of Abraham”? Did you notice that it’s
not called the “blessing of Moses”? I bet you did!
Finally, consider one more thing. Genesis 15:6 is the seed truth scripture that establishes
God’s way of attaining righteousness. So then, who wrote Genesis 15:6? It was Moses! Who
wrote the first five books of the Bible? Moses! Every good Bible scholar will tell you that Moses
wrote the first five books of the Bible. Moses knew that righteousness was attained through
faith. Moses wrote that verse. Moses was a man of faith. He is in Heaven right now. Moses also
no doubt knew that God was going to use him as a symbol of trying to attain righteousness
through the Law. Moses knew that he couldn’t enter the earthly Promised Land because he
represented the Law. But he knew that he would enter God’s heavenly kingdom because, like
Abraham, Moses was a believer who attained righteousness by trusting in the salvation of God.
Hallelujah!
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6. You Are Called to Be the Bride of Christ
18

And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make
him a helper comparable to him.” 19 Out of the ground the LORD God formed
every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to
see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature,
that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air,
and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper
comparable to him. 21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam,
and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22
Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman,
and He brought her to the man. 23 And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and
his wife, and were not ashamed. Genesis 2:18-25
We see in Genesis another seed truth, the beginning of a thread that runs through the
Bible. The church of Jesus Christ is called to be His bride. We are called to be the eternal object
of His love and devotion, His love interest in the greatest story ever told. We are called to be His
covenant partner over all of creation forever.
How do we know this? The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Ephesian church, brings us this
revelation. While explaining the dynamics of a good husband and wife relationship in Ephesians
chapter 5, Paul quotes from Genesis 2:24: “For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” Then he says this: This is
a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Ephesians 5:31-32)
Paul knew, by revelation of the Holy Spirit, that the first husband and wife relationship,
Adam and Eve, was a prophetic picture of Christ and the church. What does this tell us? It tells
us that God had planned from before the creation of the world to prepare a bride for His Son.
He was letting us know that, in His heart and mind, this was His eternal plan and purpose in
creating us.
What other great revelations are hidden in this passage of Genesis chapter two?
In verse 18, the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a
helper comparable to him.” By saying, “It is not good that man should be alone,” God is
revealing something about Adam but also something about Himself. Adam was designed to be a
social creature. He was created to need relationship and companionship. But Adam was created
in God’s image. This means that God Himself hungers for relationship and companionship. God
already had fellowship and community within the circle of the Trinity. (“Let Us make man in Our
image.” Genesis 1:26)
God is a Triune being, a plural being, a circle of love and community within Himself. But He
wanted more. God the Father wanted children. We were created for that purpose. God the
Father also wanted a bride for the second Person of the Trinity, who would be His incarnate
Son. For this purpose also we were created. We were created and destined for a divine
romance.
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But God also said in verse 18, “I will make him a helper comparable to him.” What does this
mean? A helper for Adam did not mean a servant. It meant a companion to share his life and
his assignment with him. For Adam, it meant that God would give him Eve. Eve would not be in
any way inferior to Adam. She would not be lower than him. An unequal relationship would not
be authentic or fulfilling. She would be his equal. She would be taken from his side, made of the
same essence and nature. Adam would be the head of the relationship, but he would not
dominate her. (This is why, generally speaking, men propose to women. Women do not
generally propose to men.) They would live in partnership. They would live in dominion
together as partners under God. They would love and honor one another. They would enjoy
one another’s companionship, and they would meet one another’s needs.
But prophetically, Adam represents Jesus and Eve represents the church. What does this
mean for us? It means that we will be presented to Jesus as His bride, a glorious bride without
spot or wrinkle. (Ephesians 5:27)
It means that we, the church, the bride of Christ, will not be inferior to Jesus. We will not be
lower than Him. He came down to our level to bring us up to His level. He took on human
nature (Hebrews 2:14-17) so that we could take on His divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). An unequal
relationship would not be authentic or fulfilling. We will be a helper, a companion, comparable
to Him!
We will be taken from His side, born of His Spirit, made of His essence and His nature. Jesus
will be the Head of the relationship, but He will not dominate us. (It is Jesus that pursued us and
proposed marriage to us. We did not pursue Him or propose to Him.) We will live in
partnership. We will live in dominion together as partners under God. We will love and honor
one another. We will enjoy one another’s companionship, and we will meet one another’s
needs. In every way, we will be a bride worthy of our bridegroom!
What other great revelations are hidden in this passage of Genesis chapter two?
Verse 21: And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. In the same way that God put Adam into
a “deep sleep” in order to take his bride from His side, Jesus went into a “deep sleep” to bring
forth His bride from His side. Jesus was crucified and put in a tomb, but, just like Adam, He rose
up from that sleep! From that sacrifice the church was born. We were taken from His side; we
were born of His Spirit, His essence, and His nature.
Verse 22: Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman,
and He brought her to the man. Just as God presented Eve to Adam, the Holy Spirit is now in
the earth drawing men and women to Jesus Christ. For those of us who accept His proposal, the
Holy Spirit is preparing us to be presented to Jesus as a glorious church without spot or wrinkle.
This is also prophetically represented in Genesis 24, when Abraham sent his servant to go on a
journey to his homeland and his people to bring back a suitable bride for his son Isaac.
Verse 24-25: And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall
be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. Just as a man leaves his
father and mother to pursue and be joined to his wife, Jesus left His Father in Heaven to come
to the earth and pursue His bride. When a man and a woman are joined in marriage, they
become one flesh. But when you and I are joined to Jesus Christ, we experience the spiritual
equivalent. Read what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 6:15-17: Do you not know that your bodies are
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members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a
harlot? Certainly not! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?
For "the two," He says, "shall become one flesh." (Genesis 2:24) But he who is joined to the
Lord is one spirit with Him.
Paul quotes Genesis 2:24, acknowledging that a sexual union produces a “one flesh”
relationship in God’s eyes. But then he says, “But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with
Him.” Hallelujah! A husband and wife together make one flesh. But Jesus and His bride are one
spirit. We are one life. One identity. One destiny. One nature. One purpose. One essence. We
are one with Him – we are part of Him! Hallelujah!
Verse 25: And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. Because
of our perfect forgiveness, our perfect redemption, our perfect righteousness, we don’t need to
have any shame or any fear before Jesus. We don’t have anything to hide from Him. He sees it
all. We are justified before Him by His blood. We are loved and accepted. And by His Spirit and
His word working in us, we will come to perfect holiness and perfect sanctification in Him. We
will be like Him. He who began a good work in us will complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 2:6) We will be completely open and transparent before Him forever, perfect in
holiness, with no shame and no fear forever. Hallelujah!
17

The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace
and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her
head and made her queen instead of Vashti. Esther 2:17
In the book, of Esther, we also see a prophetic picture of Christ and His bride. The Persian
king Xerxes I, also called Ahasuerus, once called for his wife, Vashti, to come and appear before
his guests at a feast. Vashti refused to come, so he divorced her and began to search for a new
bride. The bride he eventually chose was a young Hebrew woman named Esther.
Of course, Xerxes was a worldly king whose intentions toward Vashti probably were not
noble, but he is a prophetic symbol anyway. This could represent how, under the Mosaic
Covenant, Israel often did not answer God when He called to them. So God eventually turned
from the nation of Israel and the Mosaic Covenant. In the New Covenant, He began the search
for a new, faithful bride, taken from both believing Jews and believing Gentiles.
The name Esther means star. The name “star” is symbolic of the church. Why? Because in
Genesis 13:16, God told Abraham that He would make his descendants like the “dust of the
earth”. But in Genesis 15:5, God told Abraham that He would make his descendants like the
“stars of heaven”. In both cases, God was speaking of the great number of descendants that
Abraham would have. But there was another meaning. The dust of the earth represented
Abraham’s natural descendants, those born of his physical lineage. They are of this world. They
are natural Israel, plus Abraham’s many other descendants. But the stars of the heaven
represented Abraham’s spiritual descendants, those who would believe God the same way that
Abraham believed God. They are born again through faith in Jesus Christ. They are citizens of
Heaven. They are the church! Esther represents the church, the bride of Christ!
12

Each young woman's turn came to go in to King Ahasuerus after she had
completed twelve months' preparation, according to the regulations for the
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women, for thus were the days of their preparation apportioned: six months with
oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and preparations for beautifying
women. Esther 2:12
Before Esther went in to be presented to the king, she received twelve months of beauty
treatments. She was anointed with oils and perfumes. What does this mean? Esther represents
the church, being prepared by the Holy Spirit to be presented to Jesus. We are being anointed
with the oil of the Holy Spirit. We are receiving the perfumes of Heaven. We will be beautiful to
Jesus. We will smell like Heaven!
1

Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and
stood in the inner court of the king's palace, across from the king's house, while
the king sat on his royal throne in the royal house, facing the entrance of the
house. 2 So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, that
she found favor in his sight, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter
that was in his hand. Then Esther went near and touched the top of the scepter. 3
And the king said to her, "What do you wish, Queen Esther? What is your
request? It shall be given to you --- up to half the kingdom!" Esther 5:1-3
King Ahasuerus eventually chose and married Esther. She became his queen. But it wasn’t a
happy ending yet. In the Persian Empire there was an evil man named Haman, who symbolically
represents Satan. He hated God’s people, the Jews. He brought accusations against the Jewish
people living in the empire. He found a way to have them condemned as lawbreakers. He found
a way to have them all exterminated. It would have worked, but he didn’t count on Esther.
Esther used her position as queen to defend her people. She used her privilege and her
access to the presence of the king. She came as an intercessor. The king granted her request.
Her people were saved.
Esther represents the praying church, the interceding church. As the bride of Christ, we
have special access to the king. We have access to the throne room. We can pray for the lost.
We can intercede for our people who are targeted by Satan for destruction. As the praying
church, we can save many people!
18

The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were fasting. Then they came
and said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your
disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the
bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the
bridegroom with them they cannot fast. 20 But the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.
Mark 2:18-20
1

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.” Matthew 25:1
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Jesus knew that He had come to take a bride from the world. He knew that He was the
bridegroom. He knew that He would go back to Heaven, after His crucifixion and resurrection,
to wait for His bride to be ready.
28

You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I
have been sent before Him.’ 29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. John 3:28-29
Even John the Baptist recognized that Jesus had come to take a bride from the world. He
talked about it in very clear terms. John the Baptist saw himself as a friend of the bridegroom.
As a prophet, he saw himself as one that was trying to help prepare the people for Jesus. He
was serving Jesus. He was playing his part in serving the bridegroom.
In the end though, John the Baptist, as well as all the rest of the Old Testament believers,
are part of the bride. All of the redeemed from the human race will be the bride of Christ!
22

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is
head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse
her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to
Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that
she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own
wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the
church. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak
concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in
particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects
her husband. Ephesians 5:22-33
The apostle Paul recognized that God’s plan for marriage was always meant to be a symbol
of Jesus and the church. As an apostle of Jesus Christ, Paul had received great revelation
concerning God’s eternal plan and purpose. The church is God’s eternal plan and purpose.
This passage is prophetic. It is the word of God. It must be fulfilled. It will be fulfilled. Jesus
will have a glorious church without spot or wrinkle. Jesus is not coming back for a defeated
church. He is not coming back for a beat up church that needs to be rescued from the devil. He
is coming back for a church that will be holy, anointed and victorious. The church of the last
days will impact the world. We will preach the gospel with power, and many more people will
come into the kingdom. The church will have great unity. (Ephesians 4:13) The bride will be
worthy of the bridegroom. She will truly reflect and represent Him!
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So the church is the bride of Christ. And a bride always enjoys the same social position and
status as her husband. A king’s bride is called the queen. She is a co-ruler. We are already
seated with Christ in the heavenly realms, at the right hand of the Father. (Ephesians 1:20 and
2:6) We are in training for reigning. Jesus already overcame the world and the devil. If we
overcome, if we stay faithful to Him, we will sit with Him on His throne. (Revelation 3:21, 1 John
5:4-5) If we endure, we will reign with Him. (2 Timothy 2:12)
If a husband and wife are one flesh, then they are joint-owners of everything they possess,
no matter how they came to possess it. If Jesus and the church are one spirit, then they are
joint owners of everything they possess, no matter which one of them first possessed it. Jesus
won it all, but we are joint owners!
Notice that verse 33 says, Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife
as himself… We are His bride; we are “members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones”
(verse 30). If a husband is supposed to love as wife as he loves himself, then please recognize
that Jesus loves you the same way. He loves you as He loves Himself. You are one with Him. You
are part of Him. He does not reject you. You are His body. He will nurture you and cherish you
(verse 29). You must know that. You must believe that. You must feel that!
1

After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven,
saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord
our God! 2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the
great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged
on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her
smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen!
Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you
His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 6 And I heard, as it
were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the
sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent
reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was
granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who
are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ “And he said to me, “These are
the true sayings of God.” Revelation 19:1-8
In the end, there will be a great wedding supper of the Lamb. The saints, those who have
been washed and justified by the blood of Jesus, will be recognized and rewarded for their
righteous acts. We will be presented to Jesus for a great wedding ceremony, for a great
celebration. Solomon 2:4 will be fulfilled: He brought me to the banqueting house, and his
banner over me was love!
17

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say,
“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water
of life freely. Revelation 22:17
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As we get closer to the second coming of Jesus, our Bridegroom, there is a cry rising in our
hearts. There is a desire that is growing stronger. We cry out in agreement, in harmony, with
the Holy Spirit: “Jesus, come!” Our hearts are burning with love and passion. It is not about
religion. It is not about rewards. It is not about recognition. We are falling more and more in
love with Jesus. He is revealing Himself to us, and He is capturing our hearts. Each time we
experience Him, each time we have an encounter with Him, we are more conquered by His
love. Nothing else will do. Everything else fades away. We love Him. We want to see His face.
We want Him to come back for us.
There is still room for more people to join us. There is still more room at the banqueting
table. There is still more room in His heart. Whoever thirsts may come. Whoever desires may
take of the water of life freely.
A wave of prayer is growing in the earth. A cry of intercession is rising up around the world.
The Spirit and the bride both say, “Come, Lord Jesus, come!”
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7. Your Sabbath-Rest Is the Finished Work of Christ
One of the main rules for understanding scripture is to interpret everything – from Genesis
to Revelation - in light of the finished work of Jesus Christ.
Why?
God knew the end from the beginning. God planned the end from the beginning. God had
an eternal purpose in mind when He created the heavens and the earth. God had an eternal
purpose in mind when He created the angels and the human race.
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are the called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28
In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will…
Ephesians 1:11
…according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord… Ephesians 3:11
…who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus
before time began… 2 Timothy 1:9
These verses and many others teach us that God had an eternal purpose – ONE eternal
purpose – in everything He did. His eternal purpose is the church, also called the sons and
daughters of God, also called the bride of Christ, also called the body of Christ. The church was
and is God’s eternal purpose. The church was birthed out of the finished work of Christ – the
cross and the resurrection.
Since God planned the end from the beginning, and since God had an eternal purpose in
mind from the beginning, then everything in the Bible will be best understood if it is interpreted
in the light of God’s eternal purpose.
The Old Covenant was preparation for the New Covenant. The temple represented Jesus.
The priests represented Jesus. The sacrifices represented Jesus. The feasts represented Jesus.
Adam and Eve represented Jesus and the church. The tunics of skin that God used to cover
Adam and Eve represented the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Everything in the Old Testament
represented Jesus and His sacrifice and His eternal purpose, the church.
Everything must be interpreted in the light of Jesus Christ and the salvation He gives us. This
interpretation will always bring light and truth. Any other interpretation will be inferior. Any
other interpretation will produce religion and bondage.
And so, in the first two chapters of Genesis, God introduces the seed truth of the Sabbath
Day. God creates for six days, and then rests the seventh day.
This is actually a symbolic prophecy of the history of man. According to Bible chronology,
there were about four thousand years from Adam to Jesus Christ. We believe that the church
age will be about two thousand years, maybe a little more. Therefore there will probably be
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about six thousand years from Adam to the second coming of Jesus. Does this correspond to
the six days of creation? And the major project of the six days of creation was making man in
God’s image. Then the millennium begins – the seventh day, the day of the finished work, the
day of rest! At the end of the seventh day, God creates new heavens and a new earth. Then we
step out of time and into eternity.
Seven days of creation, including a Sabbath day. Seven thousand years of human history,
including a Sabbath millennium. Moses said, For a thousand years in Your sight are like
yesterday when it is past, and like a watch in the night. (Psalm 90:4) Peter said, But, beloved, do
not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day. (2 Peter 3:8)
1

Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. 2
And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested
on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God
had created and made. Genesis 2:1-3
In this passage, God introduces the seventh day. What are the key words in this
passage? “Finished...ended…done…rested…done…blessed...sanctified,” and again, “rested.”
What is God trying to say? If you interpret this in the light of Jesus and the church, God
is symbolically predicting the finished work of Christ. He is introducing a perfect salvation, a
finished salvation. He is introducing a salvation that is the finished work of Christ. It is not
something that we accomplish for ourselves. It is the work of God on our behalf! It is something
that is prepared for us. It is something that we enter into. It is a state of rest and blessing and
sanctification. The Sabbath is the finished work of Christ, prophesied from the beginning of
Genesis!
In the book of Exodus, God introduces the concept of the Sabbath rest to Israel. Under
the Covenant of Law, the Sabbath takes the form of a commandment and a law.
23

Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Tomorrow is a Sabbath
rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what
you will boil; and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until
morning.’“ 24 So they laid it up till morning, as Moses commanded; and it did not
stink, nor were there any worms in it. 25 Then Moses said, “Eat that today, for
today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. 26 Six days
you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will be none.” 27
Now it happened that some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather,
but they found none. 28 And the LORD said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to
keep My commandments and My laws? 29 See! For the LORD has given you the
Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let every
man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.”
Exodus 16:23-29
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8

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and
do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it
you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male
servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within
your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed
the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11
God teaches them that on the Sabbath, they must do no work. They are to rest in God.
What is the meaning? For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
Did you know? Of the Ten Commandments, only the commandment to keep the
Sabbath day holy had a purely symbolical or prophetic meaning.
28

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden
is light.” Matthew 11:28-30
When Jesus began His ministry, He made many claims to be the Messiah. He made
many claims to be God incarnate. But He made most of these claims in a way that could only be
understood by someone who knew the scriptures. For instance, in John 10:11, Jesus told the
Jews, “I am the good shepherd.” That might not mean much to a non-Jew. But the Jews would
understand exactly what Jesus was saying, because Psalm 23:1 says, “Jehovah is my shepherd.”
By saying, “I am the good shepherd,” Jesus was claiming to be Jehovah, God incarnate.
So also, in Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus was making an amazing claim: “Come to Me, all you
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” He didn’t say, “Look to God.” He said,
“Come to Me.” If He were not God, that would be a blasphemy. Then He said, “all you who
labor and are heavy laden.” He wasn’t just talking about people who are having a rough life. He
was talking about people who were living under the Law, trying to attain their own
righteousness. He said, “I will give you rest.” He was saying that He was the end of the Law. He
was the fulfillment of the Law. He was the replacement of the Law. Jesus was saying, “I AM the
Sabbath. I will provide you with My perfect salvation. I will bring you into the true rest.”
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Now it happened that He went through the grainfields on the Sabbath;
and as they went His disciples began to pluck the heads of grain. 24 And the
Pharisees said to Him, “Look, why do they do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”
25
But He said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in
need and hungry, he and those with him: 26 how he went into the house of God in
the days of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the showbread, which is not lawful
to eat except for the priests, and also gave some to those who were with him?” 27
And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath. 28 Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:23-28
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If you read through the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, you will see that Jesus
had major conflicts with the religious leaders of his day was over the meaning of the Sabbath.
Jesus was always in conflict with the Pharisees over the Sabbath. The Jewish leaders had
created very strict rules regarding the keeping of the Sabbath. And they had put themselves in
charge of enforcing those rules. Jesus and His disciples were breaking their rules.
The Jewish leaders didn’t understand the purpose or the meaning of the Sabbath. Jesus did.
So when Jesus’ disciples were picking grain and eating it as they walked through the fields
on a Sabbath, the Pharisees got mad. In the Gospels, the Pharisees always represent the
religious spirit. They did not know or represent the heart of God. They did not care about
people or about people’s needs. They only cared about religion and rules and reputation and
money and power and control.
So when they challenged Jesus about picking grain on the Sabbath, Jesus responded with
the story of David. Young David, fleeing for his life from King Saul, illegally took some of the
temple showbread. Jesus defended David’s actions. What was the point? When David was in
need, God cared more about David than He did about the temple rules.
Which was more important: David or the temple? It was David. Jesus cared about people’s
needs. The Pharisees, representing the religious spirit, only cared about religion and rules.
Jesus also made an amazing statement: “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for
the Sabbath.” That statement challenged everything the Pharisees believed in. It was a
revolutionary challenge to the religious spirit.
The Pharisees believed that man was created to serve and obey God. They believed that
mankind was created to be subject to religious laws and rules. They believed that man was
inferior to the Sabbath or beneath the Sabbath.
Jesus knew that mankind was created to be the sons of God. He knew that man was created
to walk with God in a place of friendship, honor and dominion. Jesus knew that the Sabbath day
was meant to be a blessing to man. Jesus understood that the Sabbath really represented His
finished work of salvation for man.
Therefore, Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath. And we are called to reign and rule with him. As
born-again sons of God, we are not subjects of the Sabbath. We are lords of the Sabbath! We
were not made for the Sabbath. The Sabbath was made for us.
1

And He entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had a
withered hand. 2 So they watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the
Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. 3 And He said to the man who had the
withered hand, “Step forward.” 4 Then He said to them, “Is it lawful on the
Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 And
when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the hardness
of their hearts, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it
out, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. 6 Then the Pharisees went
out and immediately plotted with the Herodians against Him, how they might
destroy Him. Mark 3:1-6
Again, Jesus demonstrated His love for people and His concern for their needs. Jesus
purposely healed a man on the Sabbath while the Pharisees were watching. He was not
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intimidated by them. He did not subject Himself to their religious control. But He was grieved
by their hardness of heart. He was angry that they could claim to represent God and yet they
had no compassion for people.
The Pharisees were watching to see if they could accuse Jesus. The religious spirit wanted to
kill Jesus. The religious spirit wanted to keep people in bondage, in slavery, in a position of
inferiority. Jesus was lifting people and valuing people. Jesus was bringing liberation and
dominion. Jesus was bringing a revolution. He was restoring people to their high calling as sons
and daughters of God.
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So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing
His head, He gave up His spirit. 31 Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day,
that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath
was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that
they might be taken away. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the
first and of the other who was crucified with Him. 33 But when they came to Jesus
and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. John 19:30-33
When Jesus finished paying the full price for our sins, He said, “It is finished.” He finished His
work. And He “rested” on the Sabbath, just as God did in Genesis. Then He rose from the dead
on Sunday morning.
From the moment of the resurrection, the New Covenant was in effect forever. The Sabbath
is no longer a day. The Sabbath is now our salvation, our life, our eternity. We have entered
into the finished work of Christ. We have ceased from our own works. We are living in the
Sabbath.
4

Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or
falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 5 One
person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let
each be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it to
the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe
it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not
eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. Romans 14:4-6
In the early church, there was disagreement and controversy over the Sabbath. Some
people believed that Christians do not need to observe the Sabbath as a certain day of the
week. It is the finished work of Christ. Others felt that a Christian should still keep the Sabbath
day, just as in the Old Covenant.
Paul’s answer reveals that the most important thing is to honor God. We are not required to
keep a Sabbath day. It represents the finished work of Christ. But some people will not
understand that. Or they may understand it, and they may choose to keep a Sabbath anyway.
The important thing is that they are honoring God!
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So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new
moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is
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of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility
and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind… Colossians 2:16-17
Colossians 2:16-17 may be the clearest statement by the apostle Paul on the subject of the
Sabbath. Here he clearly says that the Sabbath was a shadow of things to come, but the reality
is Christ. The Sabbath is best interpreted in light of the eternal purpose of God. It must be
interpreted in light of the finished work of Christ and the church. The Sabbath was a symbol.
The symbol is now fulfilled. Man was not made for the Sabbath. The Sabbath was made for
man. We are lords of the Sabbath. It is the perfect salvation of Christ.
7

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice, 8 do not
harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness, 9
where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and saw My works forty years. 10
Therefore I was angry with that generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in
their heart, and they have not known My ways.’ 11 So I swore in My wrath, ‘They
shall not enter My rest.’” 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily,
while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our
confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His
voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 16 For who, having heard,
rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now
with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose
corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not
enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not
enter in because of unbelief.
1
Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of
you seem to have come short of it. 2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as
well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being
mixed with faith in those who heard it. 3 For we who have believed do enter that
rest, as He has said: “So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’”
although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For He has
spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the
seventh day from all His works”; 5 and again in this place: “They shall not enter
My rest.” 6 Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom
it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience, 7 again He designates
a certain day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been
said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” 8 For if Joshua
had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day. 9
There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who has entered
His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His. 11 Let us
therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same
example of disobedience. Hebrews 3:7-4:11
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