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Introduction
The mystery introduced
And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom,
proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. And my
message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. Yet we do
speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this
age, who are passing away; but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God
predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has
understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it
is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, And which have not entered the heart
of man, All that God has prepared for those who love Him." 1 Corinthians 2:1-9
In this passage from Paul's first letter to the Corinthian church, we find a reference to a "mystery" the mystery of hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages to our glory. This mystery, as it
is called, is mentioned many other times in scripture, and is a major doctrine of the New Testament.
Paul, in his calling as a teacher, revealed and taught the doctrine of the mystery to the early church, and
recorded it in the pages of scripture.
In the years that followed, however, the mystery became a mystery again, no longer revealed to the
church as a whole. Instead, it was concealed again - this time out of neglect.
To explore and understand the revelation of this mystery is the purpose of this book. If you have not
heard of the mystery, or if it is a new teaching to you, prepare to be wonderfully surprised and awed by
the depth of God's eternal love and wisdom. The mystery, once understood and accepted, will give you a
security in the depth and unchangeableness of God's love greater than anything else could ever give you.
If you have already explored the subject of God's revealed mystery, I pray that this book will
contribute even more to your knowledge of God's eternal plan and your appreciation of His great love.
As we look again to 1 Corinthians 2:1-9, it is helpful to first understand that the apostle Paul stood
and functioned in several ministerial offices at the same time. We call them the "five-fold ministry
gifts", and we find them in chapter 4 of Ephesians.
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of
Christ… Ephesians 4:11-12
These ministry offices exist for the purpose of introducing lost sinners to Jesus Christ, and then
bringing them to completion as mature saints of God, able to reproduce themselves spiritually and
disciple others. It is a cyclical process - from spiritual birth to spiritual maturity - constantly repeating
itself.
These five-fold ministry gifts each operate a little bit differently, to minister to people at different
levels of spiritual growth or discovery.
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The evangelist, for instance, is primarily concerned with the first step in the process, that of
compelling the lost to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. His heart (or her heart) beats with the
saving message of the gospel, and the love of God compels him to win the unsaved to Jesus Christ.
The apostle is a ground breaker and foundation layer. He is a kingdom pioneer, sent by the Holy
Spirit to invade the devil's strongholds and introduce the gospel to unreached cultures and unreached
people groups. He lays the foundation for new churches.
The pastor is a shepherd, who sees Christians as his children, his flock, to be fed and cared for,
protected and loved. He provides a home and a family for them. He is the undershepherd to Jesus, and
God's mouthpiece to his particular congregation.
The prophet is a steering wheel in the body of Christ. When the body, or a local congregation, is
getting off track, or confusing their priorities, the prophet may hear from God and deliver a timely
message of correction. Or he may move in supernatural revelation gifts, confirming to Christians the
calling and direction they are receiving from God.
Finally, the teacher is concerned with training and maturing the saints. He delights in taking
unlearned Christians and teaching them the deep truths of God. By the revelation ministry of the Holy
Spirit (Ephesians 1:17), he opens up the scriptures to the saints to show them the eternal purpose and
principles of God.
All these ministry gifts work together to produce mature saints of God - a complete process!
From the scriptures, we also know that a minister may stand in more than one ministry office at the
same time, making multiple contributions to the growth of God's family. This was the case with the
apostle Paul.
And for this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 1 Timothy 2:7
Paul told Timothy that he stood in three ministerial offices: evangelist (preacher), apostle and
teacher. He had the calling and the anointing to operate in all three functions. No wonder Paul was such
a powerhouse for God!
But this information also gives us the insight we need into Paul's message to the Corinthians.
In 1 Corinthians 2:2, we see that Paul came to the Corinthians first as an evangelist. "I determined to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."
The most urgent and crucial need for any sinner is to hear the gospel and have the chance to believe
and be saved. Nothing is more important than this! No "religious" issue should cloud this foundational
message - salvation or damnation.
Paul went on to say that, "my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but
on the power of God." Powerful manifestations of the Holy Spirit are far more common and needful in
the ministries of both the apostle and the evangelist, for they are dealing with people who do not know
God. They need convincing!
Paul started his relationship with the Corinthians as an evangelist and an apostle.
But then, in verse six, Paul changes directions a bit, and here is where we see his calling as a teacher
begin to surface.
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Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, not of the
rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom,
which God predestined before the ages to our glory… 1 Corinthians 2:6-7
Paul was saying that for those who are mature, that is, who are established in their faith in Christ and
past "milk only" (see Hebrews 5:12-14), there is a wealth of revelation available concerning the eternal
purpose and plan behind the gospel message that we all know. Paul, operating as a teacher, taught this
revelation to the church to build them up, to inform them of God's plan, and to help bring them to
greater maturity. What this eternal plan and purpose is, the devil and the spiritual "rulers" of this age do
not understand - or rather, did not understand, "for if they had understood it, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory." Hallelujah!
Paul refers to this plan as the "mystery". Notice also that he said that it was "predestined before the
ages ..." This tells us that "the mystery" is a doctrine of no small importance - that it is eternal in nature.
Let's look at two other scriptures that confirm this.
To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable
riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery, which for ages has been
hidden in God, who created all things; in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made
known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord. Ephesians 3:8-11
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in
suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us, and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us
in Christ Jesus from all eternity… 2 Timothy 1:8-9
It is clear from these passages that God, in eternity past, formulated in His heart a plan - an eternal
plan - that involved the creation of mankind, the incarnation of God as man, and the marriage of God
and man through what we know as the church of Jesus Christ.
The gospel of salvation is no accident, no last minute desperate solution to the problem of Adam and
Eve's tragic rebellion. God, through the eyes of foreknowledge, saw this inevitable fall, and planned to
use it as His opportunity to become joined in love to His own creation in a way that now boggles the
minds of us who have benefitted from this plan.
These passages also make clear that there is no other plan in the universe of equal or greater
importance. If the mystery is "the eternal purpose" of God, then there is no other purpose, no other plan.
This tells us that what God is working out on Earth, right now, is the most important thing happening
in all the universe, in all of time and eternity. Mankind, on planet Earth, is the center of God's attention.
God's most important project is being fulfilled here and now, and you are part of it!
Think about it: God became a man. That was no temporary arrangement; it was an eternal
commitment. Jesus didn't unzip His human body and cast it off when He went back to Heaven. He kept
it - in glorified, resurrected form. Never before, and never again, will God become a member of any
other race of His creation. God's dealings with mankind represent an eternal marriage, an eternal union,
of God and man.
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The understanding of the mystery, God's eternal purpose, gives us answers to some of the most
important questions man has ever asked:
What is the real meaning and purpose behind the whole universe? (A reasonable question!)
What is God's eternal purpose?
What is man's purpose? Why were we created; why are we here?
What is the purpose and eternal calling of the church? What will we be doing in God's kingdom, in
eternity future?
What is God's motivation for all of this? Why does God do the things He does?
What is the purpose of Satan, the rebellious archangel, being here on earth? Was it an accident, or
did God allow him to be here to serve some higher purpose?
What are the priorities for the church here on earth? What are we supposed to be doing as long as we
are here?
All of these questions are answered by the revelation of the mystery, and the answers are a blessing
and a foundation of truth that every Christian should benefit from.
Returning to the passage in 1 Corinthians 2:6-9, we find that Paul sheds just a little bit of light on the
mystery at this point. Three things he points out here are:
(1) The mystery was "hidden", meaning it was previously unrevealed. It was present in the Old
Testament, but concealed from man's understanding.
(2) The mystery was "predestined before the ages…" As we have already seen, God conceived His
plan long before he ever created the heavens and the earth, Adam and Eve, or even the angels.
All of creation, including the angels, were meant to serve the fulfillment of this mystery.
(3) The intended result of the mystery was "to our glory." Notice it does not say "to His glory."
Certainly, God's glory is of primary and uppermost concern, but the essence of the mystery is
that God planned long in advance to clothe us, His saints, in His manifested glory. He meant to
share His glory with us!
To explore precisely the meaning of "the mystery", and its relevance to us as God's people, is the
purpose of this book. Understanding God's eternal plan and purpose is central to understanding all of
God's dealings with mankind, from Genesis to Revelation. Cooperating with God's eternal plan and
purpose must be the most important thing that we, as Christians, can do!
This plan is so incredibly wonderful, so mind-boggling, and so awesome beyond our wildest dreams,
that Paul was inspired to write by the Spirit of God,
"Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man,
all that God has prepared for those that love Him." 1 Corinthians 2:9
What awe-inspiring words. It says that no man has ever, through natural human means, conceived or
imagined the wonderful things that God has planned for us who love Him. But look what comes next!
For to us God revealed them through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of
God. 1 Corinthians 2:10
Praise God! This knowledge used to be hidden. But under the new covenant, to born again people
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, God has revealed the mystery of His eternal plan - and the apostles and the
7

prophets have recorded it for us in the scriptures. We can understand and cooperate with God's eternal
purpose!
The mystery concealed; the mystery revealed
Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now is
manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God,
has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith, to the only wise God, through
Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. Romans 16:25-27
In this closing passage of Paul's letter to the Roman church, he makes reference to "the revelation of
the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested..." This mention is
made in connection with "my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ." We see that the new covenant
preaching of the gospel coincides with the end time revelation of "the mystery"; the two matters are
closely related, interconnected.
We understand that the elements of the gospel - salvation by faith alone, the incarnation of God as
human Savior and Messiah - were all spelled out in the Old Testament. But they were placed in such a
way that the casual reader would not have seen or understood them. Only a reader inspired by the Holy
Spirit would see the truths deposited there, and then only in "portions" as the Spirit allowed.
The full understanding and revelation of the gospel came with the establishing of the new covenant,
and we can now plainly read about it on the pages of the New Testament.
There is a term used to describe this. It is, "In the Old Testament concealed; in the New Testament
revealed."
The same phenomenon occurs with the doctrine of the mystery. Elements of the mystery - God's
eternal plan and purpose - were deposited in the Old Testament, but went largely unnoticed by human
interpreters. But with the writing of the New Testament, the mystery was revealed and recorded on the
pages of New Testament scripture.
More than any other man, it was the apostle Paul whom God used to record the mystery for all the
church to understand.
The apostle Peter wrote, concerning this:
Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless
and blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of
these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as
they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 2 Peter 3:14-16
Paul was known and recognized by the church elders as having received special revelation from God
concerning the purpose of the "church age", the time when God's eternal plan was being fulfilled among
both the Jewish and the Gentile world. Paul himself acknowledged that God had given him this
understanding, and the commission to make it known to the church.
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For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to
man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of
Jesus Christ… Then after an interval of fourteen years, I went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas...and I
submitted to them the gospel which I preached among the Gentiles...and recognizing the grace that had
been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship... Galatians 1:11-12; 2:1,2,9
Paul received his knowledge of the gospel and the mystery by revelation from God, and he later
subjected his message to the other apostles in Jerusalem to be sure that there was agreement among
them. Paul taught the doctrine of the mystery to the early church - they were familiar with it - and he
repeated and recorded the elements of the mystery in his letters to these churches.
Because Paul's letters were often reminders of things he had already taught them in person, the
elements of the mystery are taught in bits and pieces, found throughout his epistles. It only remains for
us to search them out, put them together with the help of the Holy Spirit, and see the whole picture: "In
the Old Testament concealed; in the New Testament revealed!"
At this point, a word must be said about the nature of "revelation knowledge", which Paul relied on,
and which we rely on.
The Greek word which we translate "revelation" is "apokalupsis", which means "an uncovering". A
revelation is when the Holy Spirit, the author of the Bible, "uncovers" the meaning of something that has
already been recorded in Scripture. It does not mean coming up with some teaching that disagrees with
the foundation of recorded Scripture.
All revelation is based on Scripture. The Word and the Spirit always agree. The elements of the
gospel, including salvation by faith and the incarnation of God as sacrificial Lamb, are all taught in seed
form in the opening chapters of Genesis. The "seed of the woman" (Jesus born of a virgin), Adam and
Eve's animal skin covering (Christ as sacrificial covering), and Abel's sacrifice offering versus Cain's
works offering (faith versus works), are all seed truths of the gospel. The rest of the Bible fulfills and
builds upon these seed truths.
Revelation will always enhance, never change, our understanding of these foundational truths.
The point here is that the mystery is a doctrine found in the scriptures as the revelation of God's
eternal plan and purpose, which finds its complete fulfillment in the church of Jesus Christ. The
"mystery", as a doctrine, should be well understood by all ministers of the gospel, and should be taught
to all saints as soon as they have finished with milk and are ready to begin maturing.
The mystery, once concealed, is now revealed and should stay revealed! It must not be neglected,
misunderstood or treated with less importance than it deserves. It is the foundational truth behind the
Bible, behind the gospel, and behind the incarnation of God.
Seven elements of the mystery
For this reason, I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - if indeed you have
heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you; that by revelation there was
made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. And by referring to this, when you read you
can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to
the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be
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specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of
God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. To me, the very least of all
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to
light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all
things; in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the
rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which
He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith
in Him. Ephesians 3: 1-12
This passage in Ephesians 3 introduces us to several of the elements of the mystery. In verses 2
through 13 of this chapter, Paul gives one of the most detailed descriptions of his calling to understand
and teach the mystery of God's eternal purpose to the church. He uses the knowledge of this calling to
encourage the Ephesian church, in verse 13, to understand the reason for his tribulations and
persecutions, that they might not lose heart.
Obviously the devil, now that he knows what the mystery is, does not want Paul telling everybody
else! (If you were the devil, you would be upset, too!)
There are seven specific parts or elements of the mystery revealed in the New Testament. Three of
these are found here in Ephesians 3:6. Let's identify them briefly here, and then explore them more
thoroughly in the following chapters.
1. To be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs...
The first element of the mystery is that both Jews and Gentiles are fellow heirs of God. This
knowledge came as a surprise to some early Jewish believers who had mistakenly concluded that God
had no use or desire for unclean Gentiles. Jews and Gentiles were to be made one in Christ. Both were to
receive a rich inheritance in Christ, and neither were to receive any eternal inheritance outside of Christ!
2. …and fellow members of the body,
What neither Jews (of the old covenant) nor Gentiles (with no covenant) could have guessed is that
in Christ, they would be made members of His body. This would be no symbolic identification, but a
very real, very literal grafting of body parts to the Head. They would be eternally joined to Jesus, and to
each other, by the Holy Spirit. They would have the privilege of direct communication with the Head,
carrying out His will and sharing in His life, His authority and His identity.
3. …and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Thousands of years ago, God made certain promises to Abraham, the father of the Jews and a man of
model faith. God made a covenant with Abraham, to the effect that Abraham and his future descendants
in this covenant would inherit all of God's kingdom and share God's throne with the future Messiah. Part
three of the mystery is that both Jews and Gentiles are eligible to inherit this ancient promise, and coinherit the throne of Jesus Christ the King!
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4. He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in
Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth. In Him also we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel
of His will… Ephesians 1:9-11
In order to rightfully obtain an inheritance, you must be a legal heir. In order to rightfully be an heir,
you must be a son or daughter of the testator. The fourth element of the mystery is that in Christ we are
made literal sons and daughters of the living God. Again, no empty symbolic meaning is intended here;
we are made real sons and daughters of God Almighty - and if sons, then heirs! We are also predestined
to be conformed to the image of God's Number One Son, Jesus Christ!
5. For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two
shall become one flesh. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the
church. Ephesians 5:31-32
Natural man, Adam, and natural woman, Eve, are married and become one flesh. Supernatural man,
Jesus, and His supernatural bride, the church, become one spirit! Just as the bride of a king shares in his
name, his identity and his throne, so the spiritual bride of Jesus Christ inherits His name, His identity,
and His throne! The fifth part of the mystery is the church as the bride of Jesus Christ, training on earth
for reigning in Heaven!
6. Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for
your benefit, that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which
has been hidden from the past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to
whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:25-27
Could any under the old covenant have dreamed that one day their God would live inside them? That
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, would make their heart His home, through the indwelling presence of the
Holy Spirit? Or that, on the day that King Messiah was revealed to all the people of earth, they would be
revealed with Him in shining, manifest glory, glowing like the sun? The sixth element of the mystery is
Christ living in you, your hope and expectation of glory.
7. And by common confession, great is the mystery of godliness:
He who was revealed in the flesh,
Was vindicated in the Spirit,
Beheld by angels,
Proclaimed among the nations,
Believed on in the world,
Taken up in glory.
1 Timothy 3:16
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God became a man. God, the Creator, became a member of His own creation. His reason for doing
this was love. He came down from Heaven, and joined Himself to mankind, that He might take mankind
up to Heaven, and join them to Himself. The seventh element of the mystery is the mystery of
incarnation, where God inhabits, not only the man Jesus Christ, but all men and women who become
part of the body of Jesus Christ. Element seven is God and man united in Christ.
These are the seven elements of the mystery. In order again, they are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Gentiles and Jews as Fellow Heirs of God
Members of the Body of Christ
Partakers of God's Promise
Sons and Heirs
The Bride of Christ
Christ in You - The Hope of Glory
The Incarnation - God and Man United in Christ

In the following chapters, we will explore each of these elements in greater detail. Paul said in
Colossians chapter one that the revelation of the mystery was a stewardship from God bestowed on him
for our benefit. Let's take advantage of this stewardship and learn about God's eternal plan, the mystery.

12

1. Gentiles and Jews as Fellow Heirs of God
Jews and Gentiles one in Christ
Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision"
by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands- remember that you
were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenant of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who
formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who
made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in his flesh
the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make
the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God
through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who
were far away, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one
Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints, and are of God's household, having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is
growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of
God in the Spirit. Ephesians 2:11-22
Verse 13 says that those who were formerly far off have been brought near to God. This nearness
speaks of having a covenant relationship with the Lord. Paul is quoting from Isaiah 57:19, where God
says that He will bring "Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him who is near." The "far off' one is,
or was, the Gentile, who had no covenant with God. "Him who is near" is the Jew, who had the benefit
of the old covenant. The agent that brought the Gentile near to God was the blood of Jesus.
But it was also the blood of Jesus that brought the Jew and Gentile together as one man, with one
identity in Christ and an equal position in God's family. This tells us that it always was God's plan to
deal with the Jew and Gentile equally. They both have only one real avenue of eternal salvation - faith in
God's word. This is why God said to the Jews in Isaiah 51:
"Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness, Who seek the Lord: Look to the rock from which you
were hewn, And to the quarry from which you were dug. "Look to Abraham your father…"
Isaiah 51:1-2
All Abraham had to his credit was that, in the face of all kinds of trial and discouragement, he
believed God's promise. For this God justified him, and any Jew seeking right standing with God has
only to believe God's word - all of God's word. Under the new covenant, this means believing in
Messiah Jesus. It is the same for the Jew as for the Gentile! We can conclude that God is not very
concerned with the differences between Jews and Gentiles, but that He is concerned with the similarities
between Jews and Gentiles! What is the one obvious thing that they both have in common? The answer
is that they are both descendants of Adam and Eve; they are both members of the human race!
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God's plan for Adam's race
In this world, men and women live out their daily lives seldom suspecting the marvelous plan God
has worked out for the human race. They go about their affairs believing that God (if they believe in
God at all) is busy working on immensely important projects in the universe - lofty things having to do
with angels, solar systems, new galaxies, etc. - while mankind trudges on as a third-rate test tube
experiment in the universe. Even born-again Christians who know God personally often suspect, if they
do not understand God's intentions, that they are a second priority matter in God's busy universe, and
that perhaps He is even disappointed with the way they have turned out.
The good news is that this is not true! On the contrary, the Bible shows us that mankind is God's
single most important priority in all of creation! If false humility or skepticism would prevent anyone
from accepting this, let us examine some scriptural facts.
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth and said, "Let there be light." He spent six
days completing the project. Scientists can tell us that the universe has been expanding with the speed of
light ever since, and God has paid no further attention to it since then. On the sixth day, however, God
created man.
Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to our likeness, and let them rule ...
over all the earth." And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them. Genesis 1:26-27
Notice in verse 27 that God created man in His image. Created is a word that means an
instantaneous work of creation. It was done and finished in moments. Man was created with the ability
to love, to have fellowship, to communicate, and to make moral choices. He was created a triune being spirit, soul and body - in the image of the triune God.
But also notice that what God said in verse 26 was, "Let Us make man in Our image." The word
translated "make" is a different word entirely. It means to make, do, or accomplish, in the broadest sense
of meaning. What is meant is that God intended to begin a long-term project. This was the project of
forming man into the mature nature and character of God. God's heart-desire and motivation was to
make mankind into a people that God Himself could have intimate fellowship with.
For two to walk together, they must be agreed. For God and man to have true fellowship, they must
agree on all things. They must have the same values, the same character, the same judgment on all
matters. They must love and appreciate one another.
The "man-in-God's-image" project is God's plan to bring mankind to a place of maturity, in spirit
and in character, where we can have true, mutually-satisfying fellowship with God. Because God is a
King and a Ruler, He gave man the command to rule over the earth, to practice dominion, so that man
could eventually sit beside God on His throne and co-rule in the universe. The position God planned for
man to fill in His kingdom is the next highest position to God Himself; there is no higher place!
As mentioned earlier, God has paid no further attention to the expanding universe since He spoke it
into existence. However, He has focused all of His attention since that time specifically on us, the
descendants of Adam and Eve. The potential that was built into us by creation is the potential that He is
working to bring to fruition: man in God's image.
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Another evidence of God's preeminent plan for mankind is the fact of redemption.
Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that
through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might
deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. For assuredly He does
not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendants of Abraham. Therefore. He had to be
made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. Hebrews 2:14-17
The scripture says that God did not make any attempt to redeem the angels that fell from Heaven. He
made no plan of salvation for them. Their doom was sealed the moment they decided to follow Lucifer
in his rebellion.
But God does help the descendants of Abraham - and all the descendants of Adam and Eve! God did
this by becoming one of us, sharing in flesh and blood, and legally rescuing us from Satan's power. His
incarnation was a permanent commitment, never to be repeated with any other created race of being.
This showed that God has plans for us! In fact, God knew in advance that Adam and Eve would
eventually give in to Satan's temptations, and He already had the plan of redemption in place!
Revelation 13:8 says that the Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world. In God's heart, the
provision was provided before the need arose. As another evidence, we see that mankind is destined to a
position above the angels of God.
"What is man, that You remember him? Or the son of man, that You are concerned about him? You
have made him for a little while lower than the angels..." Hebrews 2:6-7
Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is judged by you, are you
not competent to constitute the smallest law courts? Do you not know that we shall judge the angels?
How much more, matters of this life? 1 Corinthians 6:2-3
But to which of the angels has He ever said, "Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a
footstool for Your feet"? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of
those who will inherit salvation? Hebrews 1:13-14
It's apparent that the angels, created long before us, were created for the purpose of serving and
ministering for us - particularly those of us who would inherit salvation. In our final place with God on
His throne, we will rule with Christ over all other creation.
This knowledge cannot possibly make us proud or boastful, if we understand it correctly. It will
humble us, knowing that this glorious privilege is all of God's doing and God's election, not of our own.
An illustration that I like to use is the case of a very rich man who has a large house, filled with
butlers, maids, cooks - all kinds of servants. He has all the power and wealth he could ever desire, but
one thing is lacking: a bride to share it with. So the man searches for a bride who will come and live
with him, and enjoy all his wealth with him. The only requirement is that she truly love him. He will not
be deceived with mere flattery. After the wedding, all the servants of that household, prepared before
she ever arrived, are at her service, and all the wealth of the estate is under her shared command.
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So it is with God. The servants, God's holy angels, are already in place. The wealth and the
inheritance of the kingdom of God is waiting. The only requirement to be the bride is to truly love the
Lord Jesus, know Him as Savior, and be faithful to Him. All the rest is taken care of!
The point of all this is to show that man is not an insignificant part of the universe that God
redeemed out of pity, but that God planned for mankind, and specifically the church of Jesus Christ, to
fellowship and reign with Him forever. We were destined from eternity to occupy the highest position in
the universe next to God Himself.
When we understand this, we can see that being Jewish or Gentile matters little to God in the context
of His eternal plan. Both were to be made one in Christ Jesus, and have the same opportunity to receive
redemption by faith.
Jewish and Gentile dispensations
But we do know that God chose to deal with Jews and Gentiles differently over the course of time.
For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature
into a cultivated olive tree, how much more shall these who are the natural branches be grafted into
their own olive tree? For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be
wise in your own estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in; and thus all Israel will be saved." Romans 11:24-26
Part of the mystery includes what we sometimes call the "church age". The Jews reading the Old
Testament saw the prophecies of the coming Messiah, and the prophecies of God's kingdom established
on earth, seated in Jerusalem. But what they didn't see was a period of roughly 2,000 years where God
would turn from dealing primarily with the covenant nation of Israel, and would take a harvest of souls
from the Gentile nations. This time period was hidden in prophecy from the Jews of the old covenant.
God spent about 2,000 years dealing with the nation of Israel. Through their prophets He
established His word in the earth. Through Israel He prepared the way for the birth of the Messiah. The
believing remnant of Israel was pregnant for 2,000 years with the world's Savior; through them the
Word became flesh.
And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet,
and on her head a crown of twelve stars; and she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor and
in pain to give birth. Revelation 12:1-2
The tragedy is that, after giving birth, a large portion of Israel rejected the very Messiah they had
given birth to. So God soon turned to the Gentile world and began pouring out His Spirit on them. The
Gentiles, from the "wild olive tree", were grafted into the "cultivated olive tree", God's covenant people.
When the full number of Gentiles comes into the kingdom, God will turn once more back to Israel, who
this time will be fully ready to meet Jesus in faith. A final harvest of Jewish saints will be taken in by the
move of God's Spirit among them, and then the mystery of the church will be complete!
Those washed in the blood of Jesus, Jews and Gentiles alike, will receive the full inheritance
destined for them and find their prepared place on the throne of Christ!
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2. Members of His Body
The body - literal or symbolic?
And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Ephesians 1:22-23
It was God's eternal plan to bring us into such close fellowship with Himself that we would literally
become part of Him - an extension of Himself. Only God's supernatural love could conceive and execute
such a plan.
It is true. Being "the body of Christ" is in no way meant to be taken symbolically. It is literal to the
letter.
The human body begins with a single unit: a fertilized cell. In this single unit is invested all the
potential for the full human being. From this starting point, it begins multiplying itself rapidly. At first,
the cells appear alike. But within a very short time, the cells begin specializing, being formed and
prepared for different necessary functions in the body. The more the cells multiply, the more the body
grows in size and complexity, the more specialization is needed. All the cells are formed in the image of
the original (with the same genetic blueprint), but each has an assigned place of specialization in the
body.
Of course it is much the same in the body of Christ. Jesus is the original Son of God. In Him was all
the potential for what the body of Christ was to be - an extension of Himself! Each member of His body
is made in His image, with the spiritual "genetic blueprint" of the Son of God, but each is called and
predestined to an area of specialization. Each is unique in appearance and personality. Each has a
different area of calling and anointing. The size and complexity of the body of Christ requires great
specialization in order to enjoy full health and effectiveness.
When Jesus was on earth, He spent the bulk of His three and a half year ministry training His twelve
disciples. Jesus never intended to personally minister to all the lost people all over the world. Given
enough time, He eventually could have, but that wasn't the Plan. His number one priority during this
time was to invest Himself into His disciples and to train them to duplicate His ministry.
After He had been crucified and resurrected, the moment came when these disciples were to
officially become part of His body.
When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst, and said to them,
"Peace be with you." And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The
disciples therefore rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus therefore said to them again, ''Peace be
with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you." And when He had said this, He breathed on
them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any , they have been retained." John 20:19-23
The instant Jesus breathed on them, they received the Holy Spirit and were born again. At that
moment, they became members of His body - an extension of Himself.
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Jesus had, like the fertilized egg cell, duplicated Himself and duplicated His ministry. Though He
was soon to go back to Heaven to be with His Father, He could extend His presence and His ministry on
earth through these new members of His body. Their identity as an authorized extension of Christ
Himself was so literal that He said to them, in effect, "If you forgive anyone's sins, it's official. They are
forgiven. It's as if l had done it Myself. If you hold their sins against them, it is binding. You are a
representative of the Throne."
Jesus made it clear in his teaching that we are to be liberal forgivers. Forgiveness frees people from
all kinds of bondages and chains, both spiritual, emotional and physical. Of course this does not remove
the necessity of people finding the ultimate forgiveness through repentance and faith in Jesus' blood, but
it does give us the authority and the responsibility to minister freedom through forgiveness wherever we
can.
The point is that we are now an extension of Jesus Himself. Even our bodies are now part of Him.
As such, they are holy and sacred.
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of
Christ and make them members of a harlot? May it never be! 1 Corinthians 6:15
Our bodies are holy, the property of God. Whatever we do, it is as if Jesus Himself were doing it, for
we are part of Him.
This fact brings some glorious truths to light. Think of yourself: Does your body have a different
identity from your head? Does your body go by one name, and your head by another? Does your head
get to go to some special place or experience some privilege that your body cannot? Absolutely not.
We are, as members of Christ's body, sharers in every benefit and every privilege that Jesus Himself
receives.
We were crucified with Him and resurrected with Him. We are seated with Him in heavenly places,
on His throne:
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and
raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus…
Ephesians 2:4-6
We wield His name with true authority:
"And these signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons…"
Mark 16:17
All the glory that the Father bestows on Him, we receive with Him:
"The glory which You have given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as we are
One." John 17:22
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We share His name and His identity. We are, for all intents and purposes, Christ on earth. Jesus is
still the only Head, the only Lord, the second member of the Godhead in flesh, but He has made us to be
literally, not symbolically, members of His own body, a living extension of Himself. We are, now, one
with Him and with each other.
The Holy Spirit in the body
How is this all made possible? If the body is literal, and not symbolic, how is it done? The answer is
found in 1 Corinthians chapter twelve.
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though
they are many, are one body, so also is Christ . For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the
body is not one member, but many…Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.
1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27
Remember from John chapter 20 that the disciples became members of the body when Jesus
breathed on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians twelve says that it is the Holy Spirit
that places, or immerses us into the body of Christ (to "baptize" means to immerse) and we all drink of
that one Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that literally joins us together, making us one interconnected body.
Think again of your own body. All the cells in your body are supplied and kept alive by an elaborate
system of blood vessels. Leviticus 17:11 says that "the life of the flesh is in the blood." If any cell in
your body is cut off from the flow of blood, it dies. The cell is constantly in need of oxygen, food and
cleansing.
So we can see that the one thing that connects the entire physical body, and supplies life to each part,
is the blood. What is the equivalent of the blood in the spiritual body of Christ?
"It is the Spirit who gives life..." John 6:63
As we saw in John chapter 20, and in 1 Corinthians 12, it is the Holy Spirit who infuses us with
eternal life, who joins us to Jesus as members of His body, and who connects us together as one living,
functioning unit.
When do you feel so spiritually alive as when you have been under the anointing of the Holy Spirit?
Whether you are worshipping, ministering, or being ministered to, the strong presence of the Holy Spirit
charges you with eternal life and power, and makes you lovingly conscious of the unity you share with
other members of the Lord' s body.
Even when we are not in the manifested presence of the Holy Spirit, He is there inside us, keeping us
alive and functioning as surely as our own blood. This work is not the baptism in the Holy Spirit, with
its anointing and power. This is the indwelling Holy Spirit, our Teacher, our Guide, our Comforter,
present within every child of God from the moment of the new birth.
This is what Jesus was referring to when He said,
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"I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you
know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you (in the new birth)." John 14:16-17
The Holy Spirit comes to live inside us forever at the new birth. Since we will always be part of the
eternal body of Christ, the Holy Spirit will always be with us and in us.
Christians - anointed ones
But there is another work of the Holy Spirit under the new covenant called the baptism in the Holy
Spirit.
And gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the
Father had promised, "Which," He said, "You heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."
"…you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses
even to the remotest part of the earth." Acts 1:4-5, 8
Some fifty days after the disciples received the Holy Spirit in them at Jesus' resurrection, they were
baptized, or filled, with the same Holy Spirit, who came upon them to empower them as witnesses.
This is of great significance in our role as members of Christ's body. To see this we must first
understand what the word "Christ" means: "Christ" is the Greek form of the word "Messiah", which in
Hebrew means "the anointed one." When we say "Christ Jesus" what we are actually doing is combining
a name and a title.
For instance, we could say that President George Washington was the first president of the United
States of America. We would all know that "George Washington" was his name, whereas "President"
was his title. His name tells you who he was; his title tells you what he was. His name tells his identity;
his title reveals his function and purpose.
When we speak of Jesus Christ we combine Jesus' identity and His office. His identity is Jesus, the
Son of God, the incarnate Creator. His name means "Jehovah is salvation."
But His office, His calling and function, is as the Christ, or "Messiah", the anointed One. The
Messiah would be the One anointed with the Holy Spirit to save, heal and deliver. This was predicted in
the prophecies of Isaiah:
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the
afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and freedom
to the prisoners; to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God…
Isaiah 61:1-2
The man who fulfilled this scripture would be a man of supernatural power, appointed by God to
save and deliver.
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Jesus spent the first thirty years of His life just being the Son of God. He worked, He prayed, He
read scripture and fellowshipped with His Father. But He did no miracle nor any public ministry until
after he was anointed by the Holy Spirit.
Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of
heaven, "You are My beloved Son, in You I am well pleased." When He began His ministry, Jesus
Himself was about thirty years of age… Luke 3:21-23
As soon as He was baptized in the Holy Spirit, Jesus began to function in His office as the Messiah,
the anointed one. Every miracle that He did, He did under the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit. He
did not minister by His own power - He operated totally as a normal human being, using none of His
own power as a member of the Trinity.
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of
a bondservant, and being made in the likeness of men. Philippians 2:5-7
The reason He did this was two-fold. First of all, had He operated as God while on earth, He could
not have legally qualified to defeat the devil as a descendant of Adam and Eve, and He could not have
legally qualified to die on the cross as our substitute. Satan tried repeatedly to tempt Jesus to use His
own power, rather than yield to the Spirit. Second, He was modeling to His disciples how they too could
be empowered and led by the Holy Spirit to duplicate His ministry. All of this He had to do as a man,
just like us.
So Jesus began to heal, bless and deliver people under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Shortly after
this, He came to His home town of Nazareth, entered the synagogue, and began to read from the prophet
Isaiah:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He
has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who
are downtrodden, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord." Luke 4:18-19
After He had read the Messianic prophecy, He said to the people there,
"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." Luke 4:21
Jesus presented Himself as the Messiah, the anointed one. He qualified, by definition,
because the Spirit of God had come upon Him to minister. Notice that there was a specific reason given
for the anointing. It says the anointing came because He anointed Me to preach...to proclaim
release...recovery...to set free... The purpose of the anointing is to preach the gospel, set people free and
espouse them to God.
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So Jesus filled the office of the Messiah. Had it been in the Plan, He could have gone on, traveling
around the world, ministering to people in the supernatural anointing of the Spirit. But instead, He
trained a group of disciples, turned His ministry over to them and returned to Heaven. This was the Plan.
As we have seen, these disciples, once born again, became members of His body. Jesus is their
Head; they are His body. The point here is that as the body shares the same identity as the Head, the
body also shares the same office. If the Head is anointed, the body is anointed. If the Head stands in the
office of the Messiah, the anointed one, the body on earth fills the same office.
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity! It is like the
precious oil upon the head, coming down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, coming down upon the
edge of his robes. Psalm 133:1-2
This Psalm is prophetic of the body of Christ. Brothers dwelling together in unity are Christians,
born of the Father. The oil upon the head is the anointing of the Holy Spirit that came first upon Jesus,
the Head. (Aaron, the high priest, is prophetic of the great High Priest, Jesus.) After anointing the head,
the oil runs down onto the body - us!
We are now the anointed ones!
On the day of Pentecost, when the disciples were baptized in the Holy Spirit, the members of the
body of Christ on earth were empowered to continue fulfilling the office of Messiah. From that day to
this, and until Jesus comes back, the church is to be operating in supernatural power, under the
anointing, building the Kingdom of God. We are extensions of Jesus Himself, filling the earth with His
presence and ministry. We are to do what He would do.
More than that, we are to be directed and controlled by the Head on a daily basis. Think again of
your natural body. What kind of trouble would you be in if, when your head sent the command for your
arm to pick up a nearby object, your arm just laid there and did nothing? Such is the condition of a
quadriplegic. This is someone who is paralyzed in both arms and both legs. The head can will all sorts of
things, but the body never responds. The head is effectively powerless.
Sometimes the body of Christ gets in that condition. Jesus, the Head, broadcasts His orders to His
body through the Holy Spirit, but nobody hears, or nobody listens - just like the quadriplegic.
Sometimes there are just too many fat cells in the body and not enough muscle cells. Fat cells do nothing
but demand to be fed, and give nothing in return! Muscle cells get the job done. Let's be muscle cells!
The reality of being the body of Christ is that, when the Lord directs us to do something, we must
carry out His will. We are never to presume to make our own plans, whether in ministry or in our
personal lives. We are part of Christ now. We must go to the Head to hear what His directives are. We
must obey.
God's eternal love
If we understand this correctly, this lifestyle is not a burden or an intrusion, but a high privilege! To
be one with God, a "plugged-in" extension of Christ on earth, is the greatest honor and greatest
adventure anyone could ask for. God offers us this lifestyle as a gift, because He loves us and He knows
how wonderful it will be for us.
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Look at it again in the light of God's eternal plan (and God's eternal love for us). God desired to have
us so close to Himself that we would literally be one with Him - members of His body. This was an act
of passionate love.
The apostle Paul understood some of the depth of this love, and the mystery of God's eternal plan,
and expressed it in his two letters to the church at Corinth.
We have seen that God, the Trinity, created man in His image as a trinity:
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23
In wanting to be close to us, God planned to join us to Himself in all three areas of our being - spirit,
soul and body. We have already seen in 1 Corinthians twelve that we are members of His body:
Now you are members of Christ's body, and individually members of it. 1 Corinthians 12:27
This applies to our physical body: it is now joined to God as His own. But there is more.
For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we have the mind of
Christ. 1 Corinthians 2:16
In Isaiah 40:13, God posed a question: "Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or as His counselor
has informed Him?" God was saying that, under the old covenant and in the fallen state of man, no man
or woman could ever give God any advice, much less even understand His thoughts. In Isaiah 55:8-9
God said, "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways," declares the Lord.
"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts."
In 1 Corinthians 2:16, Paul refers to these old covenant scriptures. He says, in effect, under the old
covenant, who could know or probe the thoughts of God? Who could comprehend His ways or
understand His plans? But that was under the old covenant. This is the new covenant!
"But we …", Paul said. "But" means something has now changed; something is different. "We" refers
to us, under the new covenant, with higher privileges.
But we have the mind of Christ! Under the new covenant, as born again children of God, with His
Spirit living inside of us, we have access to the mind of Christ. We have access to the thoughts of God,
and the ability to understand them!
Not only have we been joined to God in body, but also in mind. We are one with Him.
Finally, there is the spirit of man:
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of
Christ and make them members of a harlot? May it never be! Or do you not know that the one who joins
Himself to a harlot is one body with her? For He says, "The two will become one flesh." But the one
who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 1 Corinthians 6:15-17
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Just as in God's eyes a sexual union produces a "one flesh" relationship, so there is a spiritual
equivalent. And it is literal, not symbolic. When we join ourselves to the Lord, in faith, we become one
with Him in spirit: His Spirit joins with our spirit in eternal union and fellowship!
All of this shows us that God, in His great love, wanted to join Himself to us in every way - spirit,
mind and body. His love is passionate and consuming: He wants nothing left out of the love
relationship! Total union is His goal.
We will only experience the fullness of this total union after the resurrection:
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face… 1 Corinthians 13:12
But during this life, we can grow in the experience of our union with God day by day. We can know
and understand more of God's thoughts and plans. We can receive daily direction from Him for our lives
and ministries. We can have intimate fellowship with Him, spirit to Spirit. We can serve Him, carrying
out His will with our actions, as His body. The extent to which we experience all these things now
depends only on our desire, our willingness, and our decision to put God first in our lives today.
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3. Partakers of God's Promise
…to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, of which I was made a minister, according
to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. To me, the very
least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and
to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery… Ephesians 3:6-9
The third element of the mystery, according to Ephesians 3:6, is that we are fellow partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Paul goes on to say, in verse 8, that "To me, the very least of
all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ."
It is quickly apparent that the promise Paul is talking about here is something much greater and more
comprehensive than what we usually think of as being saved, or "making Heaven." "The unfathomable
riches of Christ" points us to an element of the mystery that holds promise beyond our wildest dreams!
This "promise in Christ" refers to a very specific part of God's eternal plan. Discovering the fullness
of its meaning is like going mining in God's word and discovering one of the most beautiful treasures
deposited there.
The promise to Abraham
To find the first clue we look in Galatians chapter 3.
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-for it is written,
"Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"- in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham
might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Brethren, I
speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified,
no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and his seed.
He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is,
Christ. What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not
invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. For if the inheritance is
based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a
promise. Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through
angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made.
Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one. Galatians 3:13-20
There are three points we should look at in this passage, in verses 16, 17 and 18.
"Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed."
"The Law ... does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God ... "
"God has granted (the inheritance) to Abraham by means of a promise."
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These three verses tell us one thing to start with: The promise that we are "partakers of in Christ
Jesus through the gospel" is the promise that God made to Abraham when He established His
covenant with Him.
In Christ Jesus we are fellow partakers of the blessing of Abraham!
As indicated in verse 16, God actually made several promises to Abraham (and his descendants)
over the course of their relationship: He promised them claim to the land of Canaan. He also promised
Abraham a son and an heir through his wife Sarah. But of course, we are more concerned with "the
promise", the one that applies to us in Christ Jesus!
In order to understand what we've been promised in Christ, we need only discover where it is God
made that promise to Abraham, and what that promise is.
When the Holy Spirit first started prompting me to discover and understand the nature of this
promise, I felt baffled. I thought, "Yes, Lord, I know! It's the promise of being saved. I'm born again
through Jesus and I get to go to Heaven!" But He kept saying to me, "Dig deeper, dig deeper!"
One day I was studying and God drew my attention to Romans 4:13. Have you ever read a scripture
perhaps a dozen times before the veil lifts, and you see it? For the first time, I saw what Romans 4:13
said:
For the promise to Abraham or to his seed that he would be heir of the world was not through the
Law, but through the righteousness of faith. Romans 4:13
There it was!
It said very plainly that the promise God made to Abraham and to his seed was that he would inherit
the world! The world! That means everything! Not just Canaan; not just one large piece of real estate,
but all of it! Everything!
If God promised that to Abraham, and we receive the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus, then we
inherit the world! Do you see it?
I did! I shouted and jumped for an hour. We inherit the world!
But then, I grew concerned. I had read the story of Abraham plenty of times. I could not remember
any place where it was written that God promised to Abraham such an extravagant inheritance. Where
was this promise made?
I turned back to Genesis chapter 12, and began reading again the story of Abraham. Where did God
promise him the world, or anything quite that large? I could not find it. I found every other promise, but
not that one.
The apostle Paul wrote Romans 4:13. He knew what he was talking about! He must have seen
somewhere in the scriptures where this promise was communicated or implied to Abraham. What did
Paul know that I did not know?
Soon the Holy Spirit, the Teacher, revealed the answer: "It's in the blood covenant!"
The blood covenant
The blood covenant! The blood covenant has been recognized and honored in many cultures
throughout the history of man. Among societies recognizing it, the blood covenant was and is held in the
highest honor. To keep it is honor and blessing; to break it is death.
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A blood covenant was established when two people, often kings or leaders of tribes, would
participate in a ceremony involving the shedding, mixing, or drinking of blood. It may have been the
blood of an animal substitute, or the blood of the participants, but the message was the same. The
participants were saying through their blood ceremony: "We are joining our lives together, with all of
our loyalty, all of our possessions, and all of our resources. We pledge ourselves to each other for our
mutual benefit and survival. This covenant is in effect for our descendants after us, and all who are
under our headship. The penalty for breaking the covenant is death."
Because a true blood covenant involved the pledging of all of one's possessions and resources to the
relationship, it was not to be entered into lightly.
It was also done in light of the mutual benefit to both parties: A tribe that cultivated crops
successfully but was defenseless in war might covenant with a tribe that was fierce in war but needed a
food supply. In every case there was some relationship of mutual benefit: each supplied what the other
needed. Obviously, a tribe which had no significant resources and nothing of value to offer would have
difficulty entering into a beneficial covenant.
In chapter 15 of Genesis, God instructed Abraham to cut in half the bodies of several animals, and
lay the pieces opposite each other. During the night, a manifestation of the presence of God passed
between the animal pieces. Genesis 15:18 says, "On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram ... "
Again, in chapter 17, verses one and two, "the Lord appeared to Abram and said to Him, "I am God
Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless. And I will establish My covenant between Me and you .. ."
God had already made His covenant with Abraham; it was a blood covenant. In chapter 17 God said
He would establish it, that is, carry it out to complete fulfillment in all that it implied.
God had promised Abraham and his descendants possession of the land of Canaan, but that was by
no means the limit of the covenant.
To understand this, we must also understand that Abraham had two different kinds of descendants:
And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Now lift up your eyes and look from
the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which
you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever." And I will make your descendants as the
dust of the earth; so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be
numbered." Genesis 13:14-16
And (God) took him outside and said, ''Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are
able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." Then he believed in the Lord;
and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. Genesis 15:5-6
God promised Abraham that he would have descendants as numerous as the dust of the earth and as
the stars of the sky. But implied in that promise was the prediction that Abraham's descendants would be
of two different natures: those of the earth (dust), natural descendants, and those of the kingdom of
heaven (stars), spiritual descendants.
The natural descendants would be those born of Abraham's physical lineage. To them, the land of
Canaan was promised as their earthly inheritance.
His spiritual descendants would be those that had the faith of Abraham, as it is written in verse six,
"Then he believed in the Lord (that is, believed the word of the Lord); and He reckoned it to him as
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righteousness." The gospel is that those who believe God's word concerning Jesus the Son of God are
declared righteous by God; they are born of the Spirit and are citizens of the kingdom of Heaven. These
descendants of Abraham are the "stars of Heaven": they have eternal life, and they inherit the
world with Abraham the believer!
This is where the promise of Romans 4:13 is made. It is implied in the terms of the blood covenant
that everything that belongs to God now also belongs to His covenant partners. That bears repeating:
everything!
This blood covenant, with all that it implies, is for those who believe like Abraham believed. His
natural descendants, while they live, still hold legal claim to the land of Canaan. But it is only when they
become believers in God's word, including the gospel of Jesus Christ, that they can partake of the
covenant of promise and become heirs of all God owns. Faith is the only acceptable response to this
covenant promise.
But so far, we've only looked at Romans 4:13 and a small part of Genesis to document the benefits
of the blood covenant. There must be other scriptural confirmations to this before we can accept it as
truth.
Also, Romans 4:13 just mentioned the world. That could refer just to this planet and our partnership
with Jesus in the millennial reign. If the blood covenant means that everything that God owns is
included in our inheritance, then scripture should plainly say so.
It does.
Heirs of the kingdom
Notice what each of the following verses literally says:
"Do not be afraid little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom."
Luke 12:32
God has freely and happily chosen to give us His kingdom as our inheritance. His kingdom, by
definition, includes everything that God is King over. The question then is, what is God not King over?
Can the scripture be more clear? Yes.
So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you, Whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or
the world or life or death or things present or things to come: all things belong to you, and you belong
to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. 1 Corinthians 3:21-23
This is a fascinating passage of scripture. In the third chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul is rebuking the
Corinthian Christians for their immaturity in boasting about which apostle they are "following." It was a
popularity contest, and people were taking sides. (Nothing so ridiculous could happen today, could it?)
The most interesting part though, is Paul's response. In effect, he says, "I can't believe that you
people are arguing about which apostle you are following when you own the universe! How could
something so petty occupy your minds when you are God's heirs and legal owners to absolutely
everything in the created universe?" He meant what he said!
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How did they get to be owners of everything? Through the blood covenant! Maybe a few more
scriptures would help:
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ… Romans 8:16-17
If we are fellow heirs with Christ, we need only to see what Christ inherited to know what we have
co-inherited. Jesus tells us in the gospel of John.
"The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand." John 3:35
What did Jesus inherit? Everything. What then have we co-inherited? Everything. Look now at
Psalm eight:
When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,
The moon and stars, which You have ordained;
What is man, that You take thought of him?
And the son of man, that You care for him?
Yet You have made Him a little lower than God,
And You crown him with glory and majesty!
You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet,
All sheep and oxen,
And also the beasts of the field,
The birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.
Psalm 8:3-8
Psalm eight is prophetic of God's entire calling on the human race - all who will live in Christ. It
says that "God has put all things under man's feet." Of course, when you keep reading, you first get the
impression that "all things" means sheep, beasts and birds! It could be more exciting!
It is.
This world is our practice ground for ruling and having dominion. Adam and Eve started out with
just the Garden of Eden. God told them to rule there. It was "Adam's crib". When they had perfected
dominion in the garden, they might have gone on to the rest of the earth.
Our dominion over the earth was a very literal gift from God in Genesis chapter one. In our
redeemed state now, we are reigning, or practicing reigning, over spiritual powers and spiritual enemies
at work in this world. We are practicing dominion using God's spoken word, the "sword of the Spirit."
But this is only the beginning; this is our training period. Our final destiny is prophetically "hidden"
in Psalm eight. Verse six says that "God makes us to rule over the works of His hands; He has put all
things under our feet."
"All things" means all things. "The works of His hands" are not limited to sheep and birds. Verse
three says that the heavens, the moon and the stars are the works of His fingers. That's the same as the
works of His hands!
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We are destined to rule with Jesus Christ in eternity over the earth, the heavens, the moon and the
stars. That's all things! There's a lot more to be said about this subject, but I will address it more in later
chapters.
The point is that scripture abundantly confirms the fact that God has given us, through the blood
covenant, all of His kingdom as our co-inheritance with Christ. Is God the Father retiring? No, He's just
bringing us into partnership! The fullness of this promise goes far beyond our current ability even to
comprehend it.
Training for reigning
Someone might say, "This all sounds nice, but it's just 'pie in the sky'. It's not practical. It doesn't
mean anything to me now." Paul addresses this idea in Galatians chapter four.
Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner
of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father. So also we, while
we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world. But when the fullness
of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might
redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And because you are
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba, Father!" Therefore you are
no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. Galatians 4:1-7
This passage, in its context, refers to the redemption of the believing Jews from under the Law. Even
before Christ had come, God had marked out those Jews who were of the faith of Abraham and had
declared them to be legal heirs of His kingdom, owners of everything. But it was all to be in their future,
because the time of redemption had not yet come.
The same principle, however, still applies in part to us. We have been born again, and made children
of God. We are legal owners of all.
But we are still children.
As an example, think of a man who owns a very large and prosperous business. He has a son, and
that son is destined to inherit that business. One day the son will be a full partner, fully capable of
managing and operating the entire business. He is, even as a child, the legal heir to that business.
But will the father put him in charge of running the staff when he is ten years old? No. When he is
ten years old, the boy will be sweeping the floors! He is capable of nothing else, and must prove himself
faithful and diligent in the important business of floor sweeping.
After awhile, he will be taught how to perform other simple tasks around the business. When he is
older, he will begin waiting on customers. Soon, he will be learning how to keep the books. Later - much
later - he will begin managing part of the staff. The son must progress through each natural phase of
running the business, even though he is a legal owner under his father's will.
It must be so. Only a fool would put an inexperienced and untested man in charge of his business.
Suppose, however, that the son was very short sighted and immature. He could say, "This floor
sweeping business is not for me! I don't have to take this!" He could quit, and walk away. Would the
father ever put him in charge of the family business? No - not unless the son repented of his foolishness,
and again began to learn the business from the ground up.
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The same principle is true in the kingdom of God. (God & Sons Unlimited!) Jesus said in a parable
in Luke 19:17, "Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, be in
authority over ten cities." How much more true for the Spirit-born sons of God!
Our time in this world is to be spent training for our role in eternity. We have certain assignments
and tasks given to us, the most important of which is to preach the gospel, make disciples and use our
spiritual arsenal to advance the kingdom of God. Our faithfulness to the task at hand, whether we are
preaching in New Guinea, or being a witness in Anytown, U.S.A., will determine our preparedness for
our eternal calling in God's kingdom.
What is God's motive?
It is plain from these scriptures that God's "promise in Christ Jesus" is to make us literal heirs to His
kingdom, with authority and privileges that we could never have dreamed of. The question that follows,
naturally, is WHY? Why has God chosen to share with us a position of authority and ownership that He
did not have to? People in the world leave an inheritance because they are going to die, and they can't
take it with them. But God's not dying. He's not even going on vacation! Why did He do it?
In convicting a criminal of a crime, it is usually necessary to demonstrate that the accused had
sufficient motive to commit the crime. Without evidence of real motivation, no jury will be sufficiently
moved to convict.
Of course, God is not being tried for a crime, but in order to fully understand God's decision to make
us His heirs, we want to understand WHY. What is God's motive for doing such an outrageous thing?
Let's phrase it another way. We understand that a blood covenant was always made for mutual
benefit. A man who needed something would covenant with another man who could supply that need.
This is normal, reasonable behavior.
In light of this reasoning, we see that it was a very good deal for Abraham to enter into a blood
covenant with Almighty God. Abraham could see that He was getting all the benefits of partnership with
the God of the universe.
But the blood covenant was God's idea.
What then did Abraham have that God needed, or wanted?
God owned everything. He had infinite power, infinite knowledge and understanding. He had no
enemies that could possibly pose a threat to Him. If God wanted to go see a movie, He sure didn't have
to borrow any money from Abraham! Do you get the picture?
What is the one thing that Abraham had that God wanted above all else, that only Abraham could
give to God?
His love.
And his friendship.
That's it. Abraham had the ability to love God in return, to be a friend and a faithful
companion to God. And God desired Abraham's love and fellowship above all else.
Remember that man is created in the image of God. Inside every man, woman and child there is the
desire to be loved, to be appreciated, to share intimacy, understanding, and partnership. This desire is
more than just a desire; it is a need. A human being who is unloved is the most miserable of creatures.
He will die.
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We received this need from God. We are made in His image and likeness. God Himself desires to be
loved, to have friendship, and intimacy, and loyal companionship. It is the nature of God.
"But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the descendants of Abraham My
friend." Isaiah 41:8
"No longer do I call you servants…but I have called you friends…" Jesus in John 15:15
It would be absurd to think that God had no personal motivation to enter into a blood covenant with
Abraham. His motivation is clear to us now: It was love and friendship. And the most important thing to
understand is the value that God assigned to that friendship.
A principle we all understand in the world is that people will only pay for something what it is worth
to them. I once attended a real estate school where I learned this principle. The instructor said that the
value of a property, or a home, is equal to what the highest bidder is willing to pay for it. If someone is
willing to pay $100,000 for a home, then it is worth $100,000. If someone else is willing to pay
$110,000 then that home is worth $110,000. It's quite simple. The real value is determined by the
buyer, not the seller.
God demonstrated our value to Him by the price that He paid for us.
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
Romans 8:31-32
God has demonstrated to us what we are worth to Him by what He was willing to pay to redeem us.
You can never say that your life is worthless, because God paid the price of Jesus Christ going to the
cross for you. If you were the only lost sinner, He would have done it just for you! You may not feel that
worthy, but who can argue with God? He assigned that value to you, and He is always right!
Likewise, God showed us the value He has placed on our friendship by what He was willing to give
to receive it - all of His kingdom! That's right. God was willing to share with us all of His kingdom, and
co-rulership over all His creation for the rest of eternity, in order to have unending friendship with us.
That is God's motivation, and that is the value He assigns to our love for Him. If you ever feel
that God only wants you to serve Him as a servant, you have misunderstood God. He values nothing
more than your friendship and your love. When you come to Him in prayer, to praise Him and worship
Him, and enjoy His presence and hear His voice, He is pleased beyond what human understanding can
measure. Out of those times of fellowship and secret love, we do go forth to serve Him, but with love as
our motivation!
Your most valuable "ministry", your highest calling as a saint, is your calling to minister to the Lord
- to fellowship with Him, talk with Him, worship Him and love Him. It is the thing God prizes most, and
what He prizes most is what really counts!
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The real covenant: the Father with Jesus
Looking back at the third chapter of Galatians, we see one more thing about the blood covenant that
we need to understand. The covenant that God made with Abraham was really a prelude, a symbol, of
the Big Covenant - the New Covenant. The promise that God made concerning the inheritance of His
kingdom was really made prophetically to Abraham's seed - not "seed" plural, but "seed" singular.
Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as
referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ…Why the Law then? It was
added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator,
until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made. Now a mediator is not for one party
only; whereas God is only one. Galatians 3:16, 19-20
The "seed" to whom the promise was made is Jesus. He is the true Heir, we are co-heirs. Under the
Old Covenant, a mediator was necessary because more than one party was involved. God made the
covenant with man, therefore two parties were involved.
Under the New Covenant, God the Father made the blood covenant with God the Son, therefore only
one party is involved: God! The blood for the covenant was provided by God Himself, in human
incarnation.
Why was this necessary? Under the Old Covenant, there was a weak link in the covenant chain. God
could never fail in His part, but man failed all the time in his part of the covenant. Fallen man was too
fallible.
But under the New Covenant, there is no weak link. Jesus, the Son, was tried and tested without fail.
On both ends of the New Covenant is God. Neither God the Father nor God the Son is capable of failing,
therefore the New Covenant is infallible and unbreakable. It is perfect, eternal, and secure.
So how then do we get in on it? It is by coming under the headship of the partner in the covenant
assigned to be our representative. Jesus is the High Priest, and therefore the representative, of the human
race. The moment we, by faith, submit ourselves to the Lordship and headship of Jesus, we are brought
into His place in the covenant and therefore receive its full benefits.
We do not have a covenant with God outside of Christ. Jesus has the covenant, and we become part
of Him - one with Him - when we become members of His body. As members of His own body, we
share in His covenant with the Father. Whether Jews or Gentiles, we become fellow heirs and "fellow
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel."
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4. Sons and Heirs
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in
Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth. In Him also we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel
of His will… Ephesians 1:9-11
In this passage in Ephesians we are again treated to the knowledge that God has a higher plan and
purpose in the gospel than simply rescuing the children of Adam and Eve from their fall into death. If it
were only a rescue plan, it would still be immeasurably kind and merciful. But God's kindness and
mercy goes far deeper than a "last minute rescue." His plan was conceived in eternity past, with a view
to an administration suitable to the fullness of times… In other words, God had a long-term timetable in
mind to work out the completion of His plan in every detail.
Not only this, but He has made know to us the mystery of His will. God has revealed to us His plan
through the apostles and prophets in the scriptures, and the Holy Spirit will now teach and reveal it to
whoever desires to understand the heart of God.
If sons, then heirs
This passage says, "In Him also we have obtained an inheritance …" This is the fourth element of
the mystery: we are heirs of God the Father. To understand this part of the mystery, we need to know
how we become legal heirs of God, and what this inheritance includes.
Let's look again at a passage in Galatians that reveals more about the nature of heirs:
But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the
Law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption
as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying,
"Abba! Father!" Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through
God. Galatians 4:4-7
To be an heir, you must be a son.
In the world, a man will not generally leave his inheritance to a stranger, or even to a friend. It is the
natural way to leave our worldly wealth to our children when we die. We want to make sure it stays in
the family and benefits our own offspring!
In fact, a child is automatically considered an heir by simple virtue of being a son or daughter of the
testator. Any court recognizes this. Paul recognized this in Galatians 4:7 when he said, "If a son, then
an heir." It's only natural!
God also desired to bestow His worldly - and heavenly - wealth upon those in His own family. Of
course, God did not die; He's not even sick! But He wanted His wealth and resources to benefit His own
offspring. The only problem was that God had no natural offspring. He had angels and created beings,
sometimes referred to as "the sons of God" in Old Testament scripture, but they were not His natural
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children. They were created, not born. And God did not have a wife that He could produce children
with: "For I am God and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me." (Isaiah 46:9)
God had no sons.
Now you might say, "What about Jesus? Wasn't He God's Son in Heaven?" No, He wasn't.
Jesus was God, not the Son of God. And before His birth in Bethlehem, His name was Jehovah, not
Jesus. He sometimes appeared in the Old Testament as "the angel of the Lord" (in Hebrew, the
"messenger", or "representative" of Jehovah). He was the visible Person of God, the Word of God in
John 1:1, the second Person of the triune Godhead. And His name was Jehovah.
Every reference in the Old Testament to the coming Son of God was prophetic. It was a revelation of
the Holy Spirit. It was when He was born as the son of Mary and the Son of God through virgin birth
that He was called Jesus, the Son of God.
Notice what the angel Gabriel said in the book of Luke.
And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. "And behold,
you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus …" And Mary said to
the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason
the holy offspring shall be called the Son of God." Luke 1:30-31, 34-35
Jesus was called the Son of God after He was supernaturally born into the world as the human
Messiah, all God and all man.
The reason Jesus came as the Son of God was "that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren." (Romans 8:29) He was the prototype, the original which would make possible our spiritual
rebirth as the (super)natural children of God.
God did this that He might have many sons and daughters to be His heirs.
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God, and if children,
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ... Romans 8:17
Romans chapter eight confirms for us again that since God has made us children, He has also made
us heirs, and co-heirs with the first Son, Jesus.
Our inheritance in Christ
Now to find out what we have inherited, we need only see what Jesus inherited. It's the same
inheritance.
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in
these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also
He made the world. Hebrews 1:1-2
Jesus inherited all things! Nothing was left out. All the wealth and resources of Heaven and the
created universe were given to Him - and to us as co-heirs - for our benefit, both now and for eternity.
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God has also given us the authority to go with the inheritance. Look what Jesus said after His
resurrection:
"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations …" Matthew 28:18-19
Jesus said that He had been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Does that strike you as
strange?
We know that Adam and Eve forfeited their God-given dominion of earth to Satan when they sinned
in the garden. We can understand that Jesus had to win back authority in the earth on behalf of mankind.
But why did He say that all authority had been given to Him in Heaven? Think about it: Jesus is
God. Didn't He already have all authority in Heaven? Didn't He speak Heaven and earth into existence
with His word? Why did Jesus have to come to earth and die an excruciating death on a cross to receive
something that He already had?
There is a good answer.
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore
also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name…
Philippians 2:5-9
Jesus, in coming to earth as a man, laid down all His power and knowledge as God, and limited
Himself to human standing.
He had to do this to legally qualify as our substitute on the cross.
He had to do this to show us how we could be led by the Holy Spirit like He was.
He had to do this to show us how we could minister under the anointing of the Holy Spirit like He
did.
Every miracle Jesus did, He did by the power of the Holy Spirit. He did nothing from His own
power as God. He lived a human life of perfect faith.
He came into this world as a normal baby, knowing nothing. He did not know He was God. He did
not know He was the Messiah. As He grew, He found His identity and His destiny by reading the
scriptures and praying. The Holy Spirit taught Him from the scriptures. By revelation, He came to
understand His identity, His mission, and His future. He saw in the scriptures His own crucifixion, His
own resurrection, and His earthly ministry, all prepared before His birth, and He accepted it all by faith.
He lived it by faith, with only the scriptures and the Holy Spirit to help Him.
For this, the Father exalted Him and gave Him all authority.
That in itself is a phenomenal miracle.
But why did He do all this just to get something He already had?
It was for us!
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It was to share it with us, once He had won it all as our human champion. As a normal man - but a
sinless man - He defeated the devil, resisted all temptations, and paid off all our guilt and debt on the
cross. He won back from Satan dominion over the earth - to share it with us.
And, as a man, as the victorious human Son of God, the Father gave Him all authority in the
Kingdom of Heaven. It was His inheritance! He gave up His heavenly authority as God, that He might
receive it back as man, to share it with us. Now He has given that same heavenly authority to us, as joint
heirs with Him. Do you see it?
Jesus is our Champion!
Another example of this principle is seen in Revelation chapter five, in the apostle John's vision of
the throne room of God.
And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and
the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands. saying with a
loud voice, ''Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and
honor and glory and blessing." Revelation 5:11-12
Again, ask the question: Why did Jesus suffer and die a humiliating death on a wooden cross to get
something He already had?
Didn't He have all power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing in
Heaven as God? Isn't He Himself the Author of all these things?
The answer is that Jesus came as our Champion, the Lamb, to win as a human being all these
wonderful things, that He might make us joint heirs. He won them to share them with us!
This is our inheritance!
If you are disenchanted with this world, with all its sin and corruption, then this inheritance - power,
riches, wisdom, might, honor, glory and blessing - is one you'll truly appreciate.
All this inheritance - the resources of heaven and earth, the authority to claim them, and the authority
to bind and loose spiritual forces - is ours now. We are not waiting for it. We have it. It operates in our
lives now to the extent that we believe in it and practice it.
We can use the resources of our inheritance in our work as ambassadors for Christ. Prosperity and
spiritual power are ours to use to win the lost and to make disciples in all nations. Practice using these
things now and learn what Jesus meant when He said, "Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven!"
(Matthew 6:10)
Predestined according to His purpose
Remember Ephesians 1:11.
"In Him also we have obtained an inheritance having been predestined according to His
purpose…"
God always works with a purpose. In this instance, His purpose was not that He might share His
kingdom with just anybody, but that He might have natural-born sons and daughters to fellowship with.
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For us that means we have the privilege of being born of the Holy Spirit, made partakers of the divine
nature.
But that is not the completion of it.
In order for us to be able to fellowship with God at a level that will be satisfying to Him, we must be
a lot more like Him. Remember, that is the purpose of all this - that God is satisfied with what He has
done.
This is the meaning of God's declaration in Genesis that He would make us in His image.
Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to our likeness, and let them rule…over
all the earth." And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. Genesis 1:26-27
We looked at this scripture in chapter one, where we saw the different meanings of the words,
"create" and "make". "Create" implies in the original language - and in ours - an immediate event.
"Make" implies a process, a long-term project.
God's project is to bring us to a place where our friendship is satisfying to Him. That means we will
appreciate the same things He appreciates, we will share His goals and values, and we will be spiritually
mature and understand His kingdom.
Have you ever noticed that you have a hard time having true fellowship with someone who is at a
greatly different spiritual level than you are? You see things differently. If the other person is more
carnal than you are, they may not understand the causes of things that have spiritual roots. You may be
frustrated trying to work together or communicate because they are seeing the natural realm and you are
seeing the spiritual realm. You can possibly teach them or minister to them, but you cannot have deep
fellowship that is mutually satisfying.
This is one of the reasons God said not to marry or enter into partnership with the unbeliever. You
will have no spiritual fellowship.
On the other hand, someone who is spiritually more advanced than you may mystify you with their
actions, their words, and the solutions they apply to problems. You may learn from them, but mutually
satisfying fellowship is still far off.
It is the same with raising children. You spend many years just keeping the children alive, healthy
and out of trouble before they are ever at a place where they can appreciate adult things and
communicate with you on an adult level. All the time you have love, communication, and relationship,
but not until maturity comes does there come the potential for true fellowship.
God is determined to bring us, His people, to a place of spiritual maturity and spiritual operation. We
will leave behind soulish ways, human plans and human wisdom, and operate in the power and wisdom
of God. We will finally be able to enjoy partnership with God at His level rather than at ours.
This, then, is God's project. He is making us in His image, that in all ways we may be fully capable
of having mutually satisfying friendship with Him.
The theme of the Bible
I believe that this verse in Genesis 1:26 has been deeply underrated in its importance in
understanding the Bible. Let me explain:
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If you have ever taken an English or composition class in school, you learned how to format a
composition to maximize your effectiveness in communicating your ideas. You were taught to write, not
merely to impress, but to clearly communicate your ideas or to persuade your reader.
The suggested format of a paper is the introduction, the body, and the conclusion. Stated in the
introduction is your theme, or the main idea that you wish to communicate. Also contained in the
introduction are indications of how you will support or develop your theme. The body of your paper is
composed of the various main points (usually divided into separate paragraphs or chapters), all of which
support or expand upon your main theme, as stated in the introduction. After developing all the
supporting ideas, the conclusion of your paper summarizes what you have said in the body and then
restates the main theme from your introduction. English teachers call it "Telling them what you're going
to tell them, telling them, then telling them what you told them." This is communication at its clearest.
This book is written the same way. In the introduction, the main theme was stated. That is that the
subject of the mystery, as taught by Paul, is a major body of Bible doctrine that should be understood
and taught by the modem church. The elements of the mystery were introduced. In the body of this book
are seven chapters developing the main points - the seven elements of the mystery. You can probably
predict that the conclusion will summarize this information and restate my theme!
The reason I bring all this up is that God's Book is written much the same way. God wanted to
communicate to us, not daze and confuse us. The introduction to God's Book is the book we call
Genesis. In it God introduced all the principles and ideas that He planned to develop in the rest of the
Bible. All of God's teachings are found in the book of Genesis in seed form. Also found in the book of
Genesis is God's main theme - the one central idea around which the rest of the Bible is formed.
What is that main theme?
I believe it is Genesis 1:26, "Let Us make man in Our image, and let them rule…"
That is the statement of God's long-term project, which is in process throughout the entire Bible, and
finds its fulfillment in the conclusion, the book of the Revelation:
''He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be His God and be will be My son."
Revelation 21:7
…and they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. And there shall no longer
be any night; and they shall not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the
Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:4-5
The Bible is the account of God's dealings with the human race. Very little information is given
concerning what may have happened before Adam and Eve were created. Very little information is
given revealing what will go on after the church is completed and reigning with Christ. The reason is
that the Bible deals only with the project God initiated to form mankind into His image - or at least those
members of the human family that will choose to accept God's plan as offered through Jesus Christ.
The Bible (like any book) will make a lot more sense when we read it in light of its stated theme:
"Let Us make man in Our image…"
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The image of God
There is one other thing we can explore here with reference to the "man in God's image" project.
When God said, "Let Us make man in Our image", what exactly did He mean? What is His "image"?
The answer is in Colossians chapter one:
For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. And He is the image of the invisible God, the
first-born of all creation. Colossians 1:13-15
Jesus is "the firstborn of all creation" because He holds the supreme rank and authority as an
incarnated member of His own creation. It also says that "He is the image of the invisible God." He is
the image!
Jesus, in His resurrected, perfected, glorified human form, is the image that we will be conformed to!
We will be like Jesus! In nature, in character, in glorified resurrected form, we will be just like Jesus.
This is what God meant when He said, "Let Us make man in Our image." The visible image of God
the Trinity is Jesus, the Word made flesh.
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory… John 1:14
God…in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of
His nature… Hebrews 1:1-3
What does this mean for us?
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren…
Romans 8:28-29
When God has completed this project, and we are seated with Him on His throne, we will all think a
lot like Jesus. We will talk a lot like Jesus. We will act a lot like Jesus.
Jesus is the prototype.
We will still have our own personalities, our own uniqueness, but we will be able to fellowship with
God the Father at His level. We will see His face. We will talk freely. We will be able to enjoy an
intimate and loving relationship with God that will be fully satisfying to both us and Him.
We will be His sons and heirs.
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5. The Bride of Christ
Wives, be subject to your own husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as
Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is
subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.
So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves
himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the
church, because we are members of His body. FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS
FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE; AND THE TWO SHALL
BECOME ONE FLESH. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the
church. Ephesians 5:22-32
This fifth element of the mystery is another expression of the kind of intimacy and oneness that God
is trying to develop with us. In fact, every element of the mystery, as you can see, is a manifestation of
the union between God and man that God has engineered through the gospel of Jesus Christ. Many of
the elements have wide areas of overlap, but they all have this one thing in common: the development of
a love relationship between God and man in Christ.
This fifth element is perhaps the most startlingly beautiful expression of God's love: He has made us,
the church, to be the spiritual bride of Jesus Christ. Paul says that the relationship between a husband
and wife is comparable to our relationship with Jesus. This comparison holds true to most areas of
natural marriage.
Natural marriage and spiritual marriage
For instance, the man is usually the pursuer in the man-woman relationship. He is the one who
"makes the first move" and approaches the woman he desires. He also leaves his father and mother and
joins himself to his bride. It is true also with Jesus. Jesus left His Father in Heaven to come and propose
marriage to us. He made the first move; we were not seeking Him. He came and demonstrated His love
for us, not just with words, but with deeds. He made His move, risking the rejection of those who would
see nothing in Him to desire.
For those of us who accept Jesus' proposal, we find a love relationship with Him that is genuinely
passionate and consuming. It is everything and more that natural marriage is meant to be. Keep in mind
that God said He is a jealous God - His holy jealousy is the result of His holy, passionate and consuming
love for us. A man who passionately loves a woman desires her entire loyalty and affection.
This love can be seen as a romantic love. When two people are romantically in love, they crave each
other's presence as an addictive drug. The presence of the loved one is stimulating, even intoxicating.
When we are in the presence of the Lord in times of worship, we are intoxicated with His love and His
Spirit.
The effect is mutual! Jesus says of us, prophetically,
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"You have made my heart beat faster, my sister, my bride; You have made my heart beat faster
with a single glance of your eyes, With a single strand of your necklace. "How beautiful is your love,
my sister, my bride! How much better is your love than wine, And the fragrance of your oils (worship)
than all kinds of spices!" Song of Solomon 4:9-10
The whole book of the Song of Solomon is the prophetic story of the romantic love between Jesus
and His church.
Another area of comparison is the natural fruit of this love relationship: children! When a man and
his wife spend time giving their physical love to one another, children are the normal result. The family
grows and everyone is blessed. When we spend times of intimacy with Jesus, praying, worshiping Him,
and listening to His voice, we have the same result! We get pregnant in our spirits with faith and vision,
and we bring forth kingdom ministries. Through fruitful ministries birthed in prayer and worship, we
become spiritual parents to new babes in Christ who we can teach and lead to maturity in the Lord. As
they, too, fall in love with Jesus, they carry on the process of bringing more people into the family of
God.
Paul said:
…for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin."
2 Corinthians 11:2
Psalm 127 speaks of the blessing of having natural children, and prophetically of the blessing of
bringing forth spiritual children through intimacy with Jesus.
Behold, children are a gift of the Lord; The fruit of the womb is a reward…How blessed is the man
whose quiver is full of them… Psalm 127:3,5
In the natural, it is the womb of the woman that receives the seed, and brings forth the child after a
time of inner growth and development. In the spiritual realm, our born-again human spirit is the womb
where Jesus plants the seed of His rhema word, producing faith and vision in us for spiritual
reproduction. After a time of inner growth and development, we give birth to our ministries for Jesus,
advancing the kingdom of God.
One time I was agonizing and seeking God about how I could win more souls to Jesus, and He
showed me the above scripture in Psalm 127. He then said to me, "Spend time in intimacy with Me. Do
not always come desiring something from Me, but come to love Me and to fulfill the marriage
relationship that I called you for. Then I will give you spiritual children as the fruit of our time
together." It was at that time that I understood why the highest calling of a wife in her relationship with
her husband is to be his lover, in every sense of the word. After that comes her calling to her children
and her other personal affairs. The love relationship is the priority. Fulfilling the "Great Commission",
as we understand it, is best done by having a love affair with Jesus and always being pregnant in our
spirits with the advancing kingdom of God. Our labor then is Spirit-born, and our fruit remains.
Actually, our "Great Commission" is really the "Great Recommission". The first "Great
Commission" was in Genesis 1:28, where God told Adam and Eve, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth…" There He said to produce natural children, through natural human marriage, to populate earth.
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In the "Great Recommission", Jesus said to produce spiritual children, through our marriage to Him, to
populate Heaven!
There is another comparison to be made to human marriage. In cultures where the value of women is
recognized and appreciated (as God intended), there are certain benefits that come with her marriage. A
man's wife shares his name, his identity, his position and his holdings in the world. The wife of a king,
for example, shares his identity as king and is called queen. She shares his authority and sits with him on
his throne, ranking second only to him. She shares his wealth, having unlimited riches at her call and
command.
This is the way God intended it to be, for His word says, "And the two shall become one flesh."
(Genesis 2:24)
The same is true of us in Christ. As the bride of Christ, we share His name and His identity:
…it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me ... Galatians 2:20
We share His position and His authority:
But God…raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus…
Ephesians 2:4-6
…much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in
life through the One, Jesus Christ. Romans 5:17
We already know from previous chapters that we are co-owners of everything Jesus owns as King
and Lord of the universe.
This is true also because we are one with Him in marriage. Notice that in natural marriage, the Bible
says that two become one flesh. But in our spiritual marriage with Jesus, we are joined in a higher way:
But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 1 Corinthians 6:17
One spirit! Meditate on the fact that you are not a separate, independent person from Jesus. You are
now one with Him, joined supernaturally in the Holy Spirit, with all that that implies.
This is nothing short of a miracle of God, engineered for the divine purpose of fulfilling God's
highest desire: love and intimacy with you.
Christ and His bride: the seed truth in Genesis
The concept of marriage, both natural marriage and Christ's marriage to us, is so important that the
Bible itself opens with a marriage and ends with a marriage. The opening marriage is, of course, the
natural marriage of Adam and Eve.
And the Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought
her to the man. Genesis 2:22
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The marriage which closes the Bible in Revelation is the spiritual marriage of Jesus and the church.
And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the
sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. "Let
us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His
bride has made herself ready." And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean;
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. And he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who
are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. '" And he said to me, "These are the true words of God."
Revelation 19:6-9
Now, also remember that every truth that is taught in the Bible can be found in seed form in the book
of Genesis. The natural marriage of Adam and Eve is a prophetic type of Christ and His church, as the
Holy Spirit teaches.
In Genesis 2:18, God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make Him a helper suitable
for him." Then God showed Adam all the animals that He had created, but none were found to be a
suitable companion for Adam to share real love and fellowship with. (God also wanted a companion to
have real love and fellowship with. He had created the angels, mighty, beautiful and glorious beings to
do His bidding, but that was not what God really desired.)
So God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh at that place. And the Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken
from the man, and brought her to the man. Genesis 2:21-22
The short, deep sleep which Adam experienced was a type of another short, deep sleep - the sleep of
death - that Jesus experienced at Calvary.
Through Adam's sleep, a part was taken from him that would be his own bride. God fashioned the
woman to be pleasing to Adam. Jesus' bride was brought forth through His death on the cross, and born
of His own Spirit, part of Himself. God is now fashioning (as in "Let Us make,") the church into His
image to be pleasing to Jesus.
Adam and his bride were one flesh.
Jesus and His bride are one spirit. Hallelujah!
The mystery is "in the Old Testament concealed, in the New Testament revealed."
Esther as the bride of Christ
For another prophetic look at Jesus and His bride, look at the little book of Esther. Esther was a
beautiful Jewish woman living in the Persian empire some time after the Jewish captivity to Babylon.
Her life was preordained to bring deliverance to the Jewish people in a time of Satanic attack, and to
serve as a prophetic type of the church of Christ.
The story begins with King Ahasuerus calling for his wife, Queen Vashti, to come and display her
beauty at one of the king's lavish parties. Esther 1:12 says, "But Queen Vashti refused to come at the
king' s command…" No doubt this worldly king had something evil and dishonorable in mind when he
called her, but still a prophetic picture is formed here. The king is like the Lord, who often called to His
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people, the Jewish nation. They refused His calling once too often, and like King Ahasuerus, God turned
to look for another bride.
Soon Esther was chosen to be queen. Esther's name is even prophetic. It means "star". For insight on
the prophetic meaning of this name, look at the following scriptures:
And the Lord said to Abram…"I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth…" And He took
him outside and said, ''Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them."
And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." Genesis 13:14-16, 15:5
The "dust" descendants speak of Abraham's natural descendants. The "star" descendants speak of
those who are of the faith of Abraham, the saints. The church. The bride.
"And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the
others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. And those who have insight will shine brightly like the
brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars
forever and ever." Daniel 12:2-3
It is clear that the "stars" are representative of the saints in Christ, and Esther, "Star", is a type of the
bride.
Back to the story, a man named Haman (a type of Satan, and no doubt inspired by Satan himself)
schemed and plotted a way to have the Jews all killed, by having a "decree written against them." (See
Colossians 2:14 for the decree written against us!)
Queen Esther, by her access and favor in the king's presence, successfully interceded before his
throne for the deliverance of her people. The king granted her request, and wicked Haman was judged
and hanged for his scheming. (Good-bye, Satan!)
Esther is a type of the interceding church, winning her battles in prayer through divine access to the
throne room of the Lord. The church's power is not in politics, nor in social reform, but in prayer-access
to the throne room of the universe!
Training for reigning
The story of Esther brings up another question about the role of the church on earth - and the role of
the devil on earth. Often the first thing an unsaved person will ask is, "If there is a God, why is there
suffering and tragedy in the world?" The Christian might say, confidently, "God does not cause
suffering. The devil does that."
The unsaved person might say, "Well, if God is so powerful, why can't He stop the devil from
causing suffering and tragedy?" The Christian could then say, "It's because Adam and Eve gave Satan
the authority to work in the earth when they sinned in the garden of Eden." We know this is true,
because God gave Adam and Eve dominion in the earth (Genesis 1 :26, 28). But they obeyed Satan in
sin, and Romans 6:16 says that "you are slaves of the one whom you obey…" So Adam and Eve became
slaves to sin and Satan, and all their descendants were afterwards born in "legal" slavery on their own
planet.
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God could not and would not step in and stop the devil unless He could do it legally, according to
His own laws of justice. Mankind was given authority in the earth, and only a sinless, innocent man
could legally win it back from Satan. So God became a man.
In Matthew 28:18, after His victory, Jesus said, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth." Mankind was rescued from slavery! Man's dominion was restored! Satan was again an
outlaw, who could "legally" be booted off planet earth and into hell!
So why didn't Jesus do it? Why didn't God end all the suffering right then and there, throw the devil
into hell, and restore the earth to paradise?
He could have legally done it then.
Let's go further. God, who knows everything in advance, who predicts the end from the beginning,
certainly knew that Lucifer's rebellion in heaven would bring tragedy. God certainly knew that this rebel
angel, now called Satan, "the enemy", would tempt mankind to sin and would cause endless suffering
and tragedy.
Why did God ever let Satan loose on earth? Why didn't He destroy him immediately after his
rebellion, and prevent all this hardship?
God could have done that, if He wanted to. But He didn't.
This tells us that God, who always has a good reason for everything He does, has a perfectly good
reason for allowing Satan to freely move upon the earth doing whatever evil he can. That's right! God is
in sovereign control of our world, even in the midst of spiritual attack and warfare. God is allowing this
state of spiritual conflict for His own purpose.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against
the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Ephesians 6:12
We are in a warfare that God is sovereignly allowing. We cannot think that this is all a horrible
accident, and the devil is to blame. God did it on purpose. He has a good reason.
We should learn what that reason is and cooperate with it!
We know that the bride of a king is the queen. If the king is going to be ruling and reigning in power,
the queen should also know how to rule and reign with him. This is true especially if she is going to be
an actual queen, and not just a figurehead.
The bride of Christ is going to be the actual co-ruler with Jesus. Jesus promised this when He said,
"He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and
sat down with My Father on His throne." Revelation 3:21
Jesus is right now training His church to be an overcoming, warring, ruling and reigning bride, fully
prepared to sit with Him on His throne as the reigning queen beside Him.
In order to train in warfare, the church must have an actual enemy to overcome. We must have a
battle to fight, an opponent to resist. We are on the real-live battlefield of spiritual warfare, and the
consequences are real and eternal.
We are in training for reigning!
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Just as muscles only grow in response to work and "resistance", so our faith is exercised and built up
in the face of spiritual opposition and mountains to be moved. Every work of the devil, every stronghold
of the enemy, every attack against us, is a divinely given opportunity to practice overcoming, to learn
warfare, and to grow strong in Christ!
We're supposed to learn to win!
Right now, I hope you are saying, "You better have some more scripture for this one!" I do!
The New Testament tells us that the adventures of the Jews, as they left Egypt and learned to possess
their promised land, was a picture story for us to learn from. They were lessons that apply equally to the
spirit realm of the new covenant.
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon
whom the ends of the ages have come. 1 Corinthians 10:11
The Jews were led out of Egypt, which represents the world, and entered Canaan, the promised land.
This promised land represents life in the new covenant of Jesus Christ, and all the benefits that come
with it. But the children of Israel had to fight against the entrenched inhabitants of the land. They had to
believe God's promises by faith, in the face of great obstacles. They had to wage war, and take the land
through the power of God.
We too have to fight for our rights and inheritances in the new covenant, for the devils entrenched in
this world are actively - even if illegally - trying to prevent our possession of our promised land.
After the Jews had moved into the promised land, it turns out that they had not completely wiped out
all the enemies! Some were left, and the future generations had to continue fighting.
God's explanation?
Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to test Israel by them (that is, all who had not
experienced any of the wars of Canaan; only in order that the generations of the sons of Israel might
be taught war, those who had not experienced it formerly)…And they were for testing Israel, to find
out if they would obey the commandments of the Lord, which He had commanded their fathers through
Moses. Judges 3:1-4
God's eternal purpose is to take a people out of this fallen world who will be His sons, His heirs, His
body, and His bride. And they will be fully trained in faith, in spiritual warfare, in ruling and in reigning
through Jesus Christ.
It is a trustworthy statement:
For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him;
If we endure, we shall also reign with Him;
If we deny Him (divorce Him), He also will deny us;
If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.
2 Timothy 2:11-13
Queen Esther was a good picture for us to learn from. She took her place in the throne room of
intercession, winning battles in prayer and securing the deliverance of her people.
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The church on earth is in training for reigning. We should welcome every opportunity to practice
conquering the forces of Satan, and become familiar with the spiritual weapons and armor of our
warfare. We must learn to take cities for Jesus through prayer and evangelism sieges. We must fight
offensively, so the devil will not have the chance to make us fight defensively.
And when the time comes, we will be fully ready to assume the throne beside our Jesus, the King of
kings and Lord of lords.
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6. Christ In You - The Hope of Glory
Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for
your benefit, that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has
been hidden from the past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom
God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:25-27
The sixth element of the mystery of God is Christ in you, the hope of glory. As with the other
elements, this part of the plan is another one of the ways that God invented to get closer to us. This
element is the culmination of a strategy of progressively closer relationships with mankind.
Christ in you
God's strategy is revealed in a passage of scripture in 2 Corinthians:
Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just
as God said, ''I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR
GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE My PEOPLE…" 2 Corinthians 6:16
Paul quoted here, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, from a passage in Leviticus 26:11-12. The
strategy of God is threefold:
First of all, God said that He would be our God. That was His relationship with the people of the Old
Covenant. God would be their personal God, and they would be His covenant people, in a relationship of
mutual loyalty. God lived among the people in a tabernacle, and then in a temple. This relationship
involved the whole Godhead, the Trinity, but the main focus of this relationship was on God the Father.
Secondly, God came a little bit closer to man. He said that He would walk among us. This promised
event was fulfilled in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. God became man and bodily walked among us, as
one of us. This was one step closer. This part of the Plan more directly involved the second Person of the
Trinity, Jesus. His incarnation was a phenomenal miracle, one which today separates believers from
unbelievers, but the most wonderful was yet to come!
Part three of the Plan was for God to dwell in us. This was accomplished after the resurrection of
Jesus when He breathed on His disciples and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit." (John 20:22) At that
precise moment the church as we know it was born, and the third member of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit,
came to permanently live inside each born again child of God. Through the presence of the Holy Spirit,
Jesus also lives in us, as well as the Father Himself.
God desired to get as close to us as possible, and living inside of us is the ultimate closeness! The
desire to be close to us is a manifestation of the love of God. When you love someone, you want to be
close to them spiritually, emotionally and physically. So does God! He wants to be our God, to walk
among us, and to live in us. Best yet, this relationship involves each member of the Trinity, revealing the
complete, single-minded love of our God.
The final manifestation of this Plan will be after our resurrection and our physical return to earth
with Jesus. In that day, God the Father will still be our God, and we will be His people. God will also
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bodily walk among us, in the Person of Jesus Christ, the King of the millennial Earth. And the Holy
Spirit will still, eternally, dwell inside us, and through Him also God the Father and Jesus Christ. All
three relationships will be permanently in effect, and all at the same time! God's love is indeed all
encompassing!
This, then, is "Christ in you" - residing in you through the presence of the Holy Spirit. But the
scripture also says "the hope of glory."
The hope of glory
The word translated as "hope" in the New Testament is not really the equivalent of our English word
"hope". In English, it means something that may or may not come to pass. In the Bible, it refers to a
confident expectation of something that will definitely come to pass. The "blessed hope" is the second
coming of Jesus Christ. It will happen!
"Christ in us, our hope of glory" means we will certainly receive the promised glory in full
manifestation, if only we maintain faith in Jesus till the end.
If our "hope" is certain, then what is the "glory" that we will receive?
"Glory" means "manifested perfection, high esteem, and honor."
God is now perfecting us, and on resurrection day, we will receive manifested perfection.
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or' any such thing; but that she should be
holy and blameless. Ephesians 5:25-27
Perfection means no spot, no wrinkle, no guilt or blame for anything. It also means that we will be
visibly filled with God's light and power, and we will shine and glow like the sun. Revelation chapter
one gives us a picture of Jesus in His glorified form.
And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden
lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the
feet, and girded across his breast with a golden girdle. And His head and His hair were white like white
wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it
had been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters…And in His
right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was
like the sun shining in its strength. Revelation 1:12-16
His face shone like the sun! And so will we! We will be like Him!
The truth is that we are already filled with His glory. It doesn't yet show to the natural eye, but in the
spirit, we are already children of light. The angels and the demons see it in the spirit realm. The children
of light are visible to them. God's glory is visible in the spirit realm.
Sometimes it spills over to be visible to the natural eye. Jesus' glory was seen on the mount of
transfiguration. Today, when someone is ministering under the anointing, or in prayer and worship, the
glow can sometimes be seen on their faces. Jesus said, in His prayer to the Father,
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"The glory which You have given Me I have given to them…" John 17:22
The glory is already in us. What we are looking forward to is the day that it will be revealed!
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us. Romans 8:18 (KJV)
For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.
Romans 8:18
It says the glory will be revealed in us, and all creation is waiting for that revelation. To be revealed
is to be uncovered.
A good example would be an art show, where a beautiful sculpture or painting is going to be on
display. Usually, there is an opening day, when the art is "revealed". Before it is revealed, it is covered
by a thick, dark cloth or cover. All the beauty is there, waiting to be appreciated, but it remains covered
until the official opening day of the show. When it is time, the guests all gather round, and the artwork is
revealed. The cover is pulled off, and all at once everyone can see and appreciate the beauty of the
piece!
That is how it will be with the sons of God. Jesus will come back to earth with His people, all in
resurrected, glorified form, and His glory will be shining through them for all to see. The sons of God
will be seen for what they really are, and what they have been all along!
…when He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe…in that
day. 2 Thessalonians 1:10 (KJV)
The people of the world will see Him in us, and they will marvel and admire His glory and beauty as
they look at us! Hallelujah!
The rest of the definition of "glory" is "high esteem, and honor". Because of being in Christ, and
Christ in us, we have already been seated in heavenly places, on the throne of God with Jesus. We are
His body. We will be His acknowledged, ruling and reigning bride for all to see. We will be the revealed
sons of God. High esteem, position and honor are ours in Christ. Though it is not yet revealed to the
world, it will be. It is ours both now and forever.
God has shared with us His glory, His perfection, His high position and honor. Why has He done
this? It is because He would not bring us into relationship with Himself without sharing with us
everything He is, and everything He has. He would not hold back from us, His beloved people, anything
of His own, because love gives all, and commits all things to the beloved. If He held anything back, it
would not be perfect love.
That is the nature and character of God. With Him, it is all or nothing. Either we will be with Him in
all His glory, sharing in all that is His, or we will be separated from His presence forever, in the lake of
fire with the unredeemed.
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God's desire is that you receive it all with the simple delight of a child who receives a gift from a
loving parent. Let no sense of false humility, or religious unworthiness, rob you of what God has freely,
generously, chosen to give you. If He desires you to have it, receive it!
…but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages
to our glory… 1 Corinthians 2:7
God planned it all out, in eternity past. He conceived in His heart, His giving, generous heart, the
Plan to share His love and His kingdom with us, the people He would create. It is God's pleasure and joy
to give, to His beloved, His best gifts and His eternal fellowship and love.
Make God's joy complete by saying "Yes!" "Yes, Lord, I receive gladly all that You have given me!
And I receive Your love, in all its fullness, and I give it back to You. I love You, because You first loved
me!" (1 John 4:19)
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7. The Incarnation: God and Man United in Christ
The incarnation: then and now
And by common confession great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was
vindicated in the spirit, beheld by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken
up in glory. 1 Timothy 3:16
The seventh and final element of the mystery is the foundational truth of the incarnation of God as
man. Incarnation is a word which, traced back to its original language, means "in flesh", or "becoming
flesh". This was expressed in what was apparently a common confession of faith among the early
church: "He who was revealed in the flesh…"
The Gospel of John opens with a tribute to this great miracle:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… And the Word
became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:1, 14
Jesus is described as being both God, and the Word of God. We can understand what that means to
us by understanding what our word is. Our word is our expression of ourselves. When we speak, if we
speak truthfully, we bring forth what is invisible, in our heart, and we make it known. Our heart is
revealed. Our nature and character is expressed and demonstrated by our word. The unknown becomes
known; the invisible becomes visible, in a sense.
The same is true of our actions and our physical expressions. No man can see our spirit, just as John
1:18 says that "No man has seen God at any time." The part of us that is invisible, our spirit man, is
where our true nature and character is found. But our spirit would have no means of expression in this
world were it not for our physical bodies. With our bodies we can express ourselves and carry out our
desires through our actions, our deeds, or even the way we dress.
So it is with God. God is a Spirit, but God also has a means of expressing Himself, and making
Himself known. Jesus is that way. Even though Jesus is God, and always has been God, He is the part of
God that is called "the Word of God". That means that Jesus is the part of the Trinity that is God's
visible and audible expression. Since God always speaks truthfully, Jesus is the perfect and true
expression of God.
Even before the incarnation, Jesus was the Word of God. I fully believe that when God spoke the
words, "Let there be light" in Genesis 1:3, it was the pre-incarnate Jesus who actually spoke the words.
God the Father willed the light, and Jesus expressed that will by speaking the words. As the words came
forth, the Holy Spirit brought the light into being with His accompanying power.
It was pre-incarnate Jesus, called there "the angel of the Lord", who appeared to "valiant" Gideon in
Judges chapter six.
When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the Lord, he said, "Alas, 0 Lord God! For now I have
seen the angel of the Lord face to face." And the Lord said to him, "Peace to you, do not fear; you shall
not die." Judges 6:22-23
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The word "angel" in both the Hebrew and the Greek means, simply, "messenger" or "representative".
The angels of God, as we know them, are spirit beings created by God to be His messengers and
servants. But in several places in the Old Testament, including Judges chapter six, the reference to "the
angel of the Lord" is actually a visitation of "the Word of God", the Person of the Trinity who is the
visible and audible expression of God. It is pre-incarnate Jesus.
Knowing this, we can see that Jesus, as the eternal Word of God, is the eternal expression of God the
Father; Jesus is the face of God.
By understanding this, we can also gain more understanding of the purpose of the incarnation.
The incarnation was the demonstration of God's deep desire and yearning to express Himself fully
to man, His creation. So much did God want to express Himself to man, that He even expressed
Himself as man. He became a man, a part of His own creation. In doing this, it was only natural that it
would be Jesus - the Word of God, the face of God - who took on human flesh and expressed the Father.
For this reason, the complete verse of John 1:18 says,
No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God (or Son), who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him. John 1:18
The Amplified Bible puts it this way: "…the only begotten God, Who is in the bosom (that is, in the
intimate presence) of the Father, He has declared Him - He has revealed Him, brought Him out where
He can be seen; He has interpreted Him, and He has made Him known."
God's desire was to make Himself known through His virgin-born Son. God wanted to express
Himself, and His love, to us.
If that was God's desire then, it is still God's desire now!
The purpose of the incarnation has not been completed. Even though Jesus was the perfect
expression of God, Jesus is not here any longer! He has returned to Heaven to be with the Father. Now,
taking Jesus' place on the earth, is the body of Christ.
God first expressed Himself to man.
Then, God expressed Himself as man.
Now, God wants to express Himself through man!
God in us, Christ in us, is the ongoing work of incarnation. God is still manifesting Himself to man,
and through man. God's love, and God's "Word", is still becoming flesh - our flesh! Maybe a better way
to say it is that God's love is now being "fleshed out" - acted out and demonstrated through us.
If this seems like a tall order, it is! It is very much a process of mortifying our selfish and carnal
ways (Romans 8:13), while daily allowing God's Spirit and Presence to fill us and work through us.
Paul prayed that the work of the incarnation would be completed in the Galatian church:
My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you… Galatians 4:19
The same process is being accomplished in us as modern believers: Christ is being formed in
us that God may be expressed through us. To the extent that we cooperate with this process do we
fulfill God's heart's desire to express Himself.
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This calling is also a great privilege! We can only express God if we know God. We cannot
truthfully represent someone we do not know intimately. Jesus could express the Father because He was
in the bosom (the intimate presence) of the Father. We have the great privilege of having the same
calling as Jesus: to know the Father intimately and to express Him to the world.
In response to this truth, let us focus on knowing God more deeply for ourselves, and let the
revelation of God through us be the natural fruit of our intimacy with Him!
God and man united in Christ
A final reflection on the incarnation of God in Christ is the great truth that God and man are finally
united in Christ. It is the marriage of God and man.
When you love someone deeply, your desire is to be so close to them that you experience oneness
with them. This is the fulfillment of the mystery: God and man united in Christ.
Consider the cross, the symbol of our faith. It is the place where our sin was nailed. Jesus took our
curse and our death there. But the cross can also suggest something else.
In the field of mathematics called geometry, there exists the simple principle of a thing called the
intersection. It is the one and only place where two straight lines might intersect, or meet and be joined
together. Those two lines become one at that place and at that place only. Apart from that one spot they
are entirely separate and will never meet again.
The cross can suggest that to us; it is two lines, intersecting at one place. The human race, going in
the direction of sin and death, can represent one of the straight lines. God's kingdom of life and
righteousness can represent the other line. The one and only place where these two lines intersect is in
Christ.
At that one point, God came into the line of the human race. He became one of us. And at that one
point, we can leave the sin and death of the human race and change course. We can be joined to God,
and partake of His life and righteousness. We can be united to God in Christ, and enter His kingdom.
There are two verses in the New Testament which I believe best express this intersection.
Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same…
He had to be made like His brethren in all things… Hebrews 2:14, 17
These verses tell us that God partook (notice that word!) of flesh and blood to become like us. That
is, He partook of human nature. Now, here's something even better:
For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you
might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
2 Peter 1:4
God partook of our nature in Christ, but the Bible also says that we become partakers of God's divine
nature in Christ!
God partook of our humanity, that we might partake of His divinity!
This is the great intersection: that God and man are united in Christ, made one in an eternal love
relationship.
55

Conclusion
In exploring the elements of the mystery, you will see many areas of overlap in the principles and
truths revealed. The mystery, like all of God's truth, can be compared to a multi-faceted diamond. From
any angle, it's the same diamond, but from a slightly different view. It might be difficult to say which
aspect of the gem is the more beautiful; it's a matter of personal preference.
Similarly, God has found many different ways to communicate to us the depth of the relationship
that He wants to have with us. Each relationship - members of His body, blood covenant partners, sons
and heirs, the bride of Christ, etc. - carries natural benefits that we normally associate with such a
relationship. Whichever relationship we can best identify with, or appreciate the most, can speak to us
most clearly. The end result is the same.
The gospel, and the mystery, is the message of God's eternal plan and purpose. From eternity past,
He planned to create the family of man, and from that race call out a chosen people to be His own.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession…
1 Peter 2:9
God planned to become a member of His own creation, and then to join us to Himself in love. He
planned to elevate us to His level of life, that we might share His throne with Him forever.
The gospel of Jesus Christ was never meant to be understood as a last minute solution to the
unexpected rebellion of man. It is the eternal Plan - the only Plan. God does everything for a reason, and
the reason for the formulation of the Master Plan, the mystery, is given for us to know in Paul's letter to
the Ephesians.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and
raised us up with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He
might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 2:4-7
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