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Exercise #1: What is the Bible?

Write a comprehensive
statement explaining the Bible.
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Whatever your definition has—revelation of God's character, the telling of redemption, the
inerrant and inspired word of God—make sure you communicate that the Bible, the written
word of God, is about the Son of God.

The Bible is all about Jesus.
How many of you grew up hearing that the Bible is all about Jesus? Is this a new concept?

What did you think the Bible was about before?

What does the world think the Bible is about?

In the last 5 years or so, the realization that the whole Bible—that everything!—is about
Jesus flipped my world, my Christianity, my life, my heart, right side up.
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THE NEED FOR JESUSCENTERED BIBLE STUDY
One of the themes at Redeemer Church is that we do what is old. Jesus-centered Bible
study isn't a new thing. It's an old thing. A very old thing. It's been around as long as
Moses. It began in Genesis 1 and hasn't stopped.
The last sixty years of Christianity have been reactionary to the culture, responding to the
degrading morality in America with more morality—and using (abusing) the Bible to do so.
"The Bible: God's Rule Book."
"The 10 Commandments: God's Road Map to Happiness."
These are half truths. They leave out the most important part—Jesus. The 10
Commandments, with out the hope, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus are absolutely
devastating.
Many use the Bible to adjust people's behavior—but that isn't how the Bible starts.

The Bible starts with beholding.
God has written his word so that we would behold, become, and then behavior follows.
And to shortcut the process results in a defunct Christianity.
Genesis 1 starts with beholding. "God created!" Revelation ends with beholding the Lord
Jesus, awaiting his return. The Book is about beholding.
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WE NEED A JESUS-CENTERED
STUDY OF THE BIBLE BECAUSE
IT'S RIGHT.
It's right. It's proper. It's what is intended—it's the only way to truly understand what the
Bible is about. We will make this case tonight.

WE NEED A JESUS-CENTERED
STUDY OF THE BIBLE FOR OUR
JOY.
Let's be real. If the Bible isn't about Jesus, it's unappealing.
How many of you have been bored by the Bible? If the Bible isn't about Jesus, then we are
in Judaism or Islam.
Reading the Bible becomes more real because we are meeting with a person, not a book.

My Journey
For years, I wasn't all that drawn to the Bible. I used it to prop my arm up so I could go to
sleep in church.
If the Bible is a dusty collection of stories, facts, data, and one-liners that make us feel bad
—of course we won't be drawn to it.
But then my pride kicked in. I began to learn a lot about the Bible. I have a pretty good
memory, so I was able to find things, make connects, memorize verses, argue with people.
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I began to love doctrine, but I didn't care that much about Jesus. I loved to study God,
more than I actually loved God. I began to put the puzzle together but couldn't see the
picture.
I remember going to Bible college and knowing the arguments of Romans, and how to
exegetically argue the finer points of doctrine—but I hadn't read a Gospel in its entirety.
I was grateful that Jesus did his thing. I knew, doctrinally, that Jesus is the Lord, but didn't
think about it practically or personally.
And then everything changed. He used a litany of influences, to change my eyes, heart,
and joy.

JESUS BECAME PERSONAL
Jesus is a person. He is a human. He is the God-Man. Consider that. He isn't some
distant God. He is personal. He loves. He cares.
And seeing that Jesus personally loves "me" changed everything.

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.” (Galatians 2:20 ESV)
Calling Jesus by his name changed things. Christ isn't his name, that's his title. Jesus is
his name. Call him Jesus. That's what his brothers and sisters, his family, his friends would
call him—and that's who we are.
For many of us, Jesus might seem impersonal, distant, or just fuzzy. And if that is your
view of Jesus, you won't be drawn to his word. Read the Gospels and see Jesus. And
then when you see the whole Bible is about Jesus, you don't just have four book about
him, you have sixty-six!
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THE RAGING TESTIMONY OF JOHN
PIPER AND MARK DRISCOLL
PIPER
Why do people want to go to heaven?
In God is the Gospel, John Piper leveled my shallow outlook on eternity.

"The critical question for our generation—and for every generation
—is this: If you could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all
the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you ever liked,
and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural
beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted,
and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be
satisfied with heaven, if Christ were not there?"
The reward of the gospel isn't Heaven, it's God. God is the gift of the Gospel. God is the
gospel. It's Jesus getting his Bride.

“For Christ also suﬀered once for sins, the righteous
for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.”
(1 Peter 3:18 ESV)
Heaven is heavenly not because of it's geospatial location, but because Jesus is there. He
is the gift. He is the reward. As Paul says in Titus 2, we are a people for "his own
possession.
Read: Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ by John Piper.
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DRISCOLL
I remember sitting in my office at the first church I worked at, prepping my sermon for the
college ministry. And I hear Mark Driscoll through my speakers, screaming, "KEEP THE
MAIN THING THE MAIN THING."
That got my attention. "I don't think I'm doing that."
Driscoll screamed, "IT'S ALL ABOUT JESUS. IT'S ALL FOR JESUS. IT'S ALL TOO
JESUS. IT'S ALL THROUGH JESUS. IT'S ALWAYS, TOTALLY, AND COMPLETELY
ABOUT JESUS."
Driscoll was preaching 1 Cor. 15, where Paul writes that the gospel is "first importance."
And this lead me to read Vintage Jesus. I had been a Christian for years and knew almost
nothing about Jesus.
I knew the gospel, the person, work, and power of Jesus was important—but he wasn't
the center. I didn't have a gospel-centered outlook on life, ministry, church, or my reading
of the Bible.
Gospel-wakefulness began to happen. Jared Wilson calls gospel-wakefulness,
"Treasuring Christ more greatly and savoring His power more sweetly than before." Jesus
was becoming more real to me, more powerful, more loving, more kind, more awesome—
he became incarnate to my heart, not just my mind.
This translated into how I read the Bible, how I listened to sermons and how I wanted to
preach.
I didn't want Jesus to be the tag-line of a sermon, but the whole thing. A gospel
presentation, an invitation at the end of a church service, shouldn't be the first time Jesus'
name is mentioned.
If Jesus holds the universe together (Colossians 1:17)—it would make sense that
everything—including everything in the Bible—is about Jesus.
And the testimony of Jesus sealed the deal.
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THE HEART-BURNING
TESTIMONY OF JESUS
We must have a Jesus-centered view of the Bible because Jesus did.
We shouldn't read the Bible like the Pharisees, but we should read the Bible like Jesus.
Jesus went to the temple, he heard the teachings of the scribes and the rabbi's, he sat
under the teaching of the Old Testament. And Jesus' taught that it is, and has always,
been all about him.

When you read the Gospels, you begin notice that Jesus isn't trying to fall in line with the
religious practices of the day—he is telling them, "I'm bigger than all this. All of these things
point to me."
The Temple
I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. (Matthew 12:6 ESV)

The Sabbath
For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath. (Matthew 12:8 ESV)

Jonah
For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.The men of Nineveh
will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. (Matthew 12:39–
41 ESV)

9

King Solomon and His Wisdom
The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it,
for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold,
something greater than Solomon is here. (Matthew 12:42 ESV)

Father Abraham
“Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you
make yourself out to be?” Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw
it and was glad.”So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you
seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I
am.” (John 8:53, 56–58 ESV)

Daniel's "Son of Man"
And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power,
and coming with the clouds of heaven.” (Mark 14:62 ESV)

Isaiah Met Jesus
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up;
and the train of his robe filled the temple. (Isaiah 6:1 ESV)
Who was this?
Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. (John 12:41 ESV)

JESUS AND THE PHARISEES
In John 5, Jesus is speaking to a group of Israelites, most likely Pharisees, men who have
been trained in the Old Testament, the kind of people that no one would dare question.
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Jesus says to them,
31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is
another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears
about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34
Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you
may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to
rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that of
John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works
that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the
Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never
heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in
you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.
39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to
come to me that you may have life.
41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not have the love
of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me.
If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe,
when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes
from the only God?
45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you:
Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you
would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings,
how will you believe my words?”
Jesus couldn't have been any clearer. "I say I'm the Son of God who came to save
people from their sin, you don't believe me—guess what? I'm not the only one
saying it! John the Baptist, The Father, the Old Testament & Moses—they testify to
me."

"The Scriptures heart witness about me."
"Moses, he wrote of me."
That is a sky scraping claim! Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy—
Jesus says that Moses wrote those and they are about me.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL WITH JESUS
Here comes the heartburn.
Two people are walking on the road to a town called Emmaus, and Jesus meets them
there, but he doesn't let them recognize him.
We must read this whole section. Underline these verses in your Bible.
Luke 24:13-49
13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together,
Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are
holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then
one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he
said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth,
a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,
20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to
death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened.
22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb
early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back
saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women
had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary
that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself.
Luke 24:28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted
as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for
it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it
and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And
he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn
within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”
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33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the
eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Luke 24:36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among
them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened
and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I
myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and
he took it and ate before them.
Luke 24:44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus
it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until
you are clothed with power from on high.”
Verses 27 and 44. That's how Jesus teaches the Old Testament. That's how Jesus reads
the Bible. That's how we should teach it, that's how we should read it.
And our hearts will burn? They will grow and explode in love and shock-and-awe that
Jesus is the center, the hope, the longing, the Alpha and Omega of the Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation.
Notice, what happened to the people to the disciples in the room?
They were all followers of Jesus, they were Christians, but Jesus opened their minds.
That's what we need.

This forever changes the way you look at the
Bible. You can't unsee this.
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In the movie, The Sixth Sense, you are led to think that Bruce Willis is alive the whole time,
but then you find out he is actually dead—you see what's really going on.
And when you watch that movie again, you can't unlearn that fact—and now you see it
more and more, you catch the writing, the lighting, the cinematography—it's more and
more obvious, and enjoyable. It's art.
Same with the Bible. You see it more and more.
And we can see in the rest of the New Testament what the apostles taught once their
minds were opened.

NEW TESTAMENT KEY TO
UNDERSTANDING THE OLD
TESTAMENT
Reading the Old Testament like a Pharisee
As Jeff said in our last seminar, it should be one of our goals to not read the Bible like a
Pharisee. We do not want to miss what the Pharisees missed. This is what this seminar is
all about--reading the Bible rightly
But how did the Pharisees read the Bible wrongly? Jesus sums it up here in John 5.
John 5:38-40, 46: 38 and you do not have his word abiding in
you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You
search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you
refuse to come to me that you may have life...For if you believed
Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me
Warning from Jesus:
You can know the Bible without knowing it. The Pharisees were students of the scriptures.
They memorized, quoted, referenced, taught, and tried to practice the scriptures.
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And yet Jesus said that they didn’t really know their Bibles. And they didn’t have life.
What he means is that while they knew the details of the Old Testament, they missed the
point of the Old Testament. Why? Because they were blind to the center and point of the
Bible. But how did they miss it?

TOOLBOX #1:
What is this a picture of?

TOOLBOX #2:

Let’s take another example for those who couldn’t see the picture. Watch this video, and
see if you can figure it out.
Point?
We can see a lot of details and miss the point.
- While the picture has colors, shapes, and sizes, the point is to show us a tennis player.
- And while the video did have basket ball players, the main subject was the bear.
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We don’t want to miss the forest for the trees.
How did the Pharisees miss it?
They thought that the scriptures were a how-to guide to eternal life. As Jesus said, they
tried to find life in the scriptures. They studied the Bible for the laws, and tried to earn their
own salvation.
And because of it, their “minds were hardened” to the center of the scriptures. Paul says,
2 Corinthians 3:14-18: 14 But their minds were hardened. For to
this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil
remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away.
15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their
hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the
Lord who is the Spirit.
Paul says that their minds are veiled to the point of the scriptures. We don’t want to have
veiled hearts when reading the OT.
How can we miss it? When we focus on the wrong things...
- The Old Testament is not centered on laws that make us a “good Christian”
- It is not about moral examples that we are supposed to follow
- It is is not about dates and history that can verify the facts of the Christian faith
While these details are in here, the Bible is primarily pointing to Jesus.

Looking at the Old Testament through the eyes of the
apostles.
While the Pharisees’ hearts were veiled, Jesus opened the eyes of his disciples in Luke 24
so that they might understand the Old Testament for what it truly is.
In order to really see, let’s take a look into the opened minds of the disciples first.
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What did Christ enable his disciples to see?...

The Old Testament Foretold of Christ:
Peter
Acts 3:18: 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would
suffer, he thus fulfilled.
Acts 4:27-28: 27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.
Acts 10:43: 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name
1 Peter 1:10-12: 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the
grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time
the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and
the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves
but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached
the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to
look.

Paul
Acts 13:29: 29 And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him
down from the tree and laid him in a tomb.
Romans 3:21: 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it
1 Corinthians 15:1-4: Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you,
which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold
fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures
Galatians 3:8: 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be
blessed.”
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2 Timothy 3:15: 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus

Author of Hebrews
Hebrews 4:1-2: Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest
any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to
them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by
faith with those who listened.

The Old Testament was Fulfilled by Christ:
Peter
Christ fulfills the Psalms:
Acts 2:22-36: 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your
midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held
by it. 25 For David says concerning him (Ps 16),
“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his
descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ,
that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured
out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the
heavens, but he himself says (Ps 110),
29
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“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
35 until I make your enemies your footstool.”’
Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
36

- Christ is the true David who overcomes death, and who now sits and rules at the right
hand of God

Paul
Christ fulfills all the promises of God:
2 Corinthians 1:20: 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is
through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.
Ephesians 1:7-10: 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom
and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which
he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth.
Galatians 3:16: 16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does
not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,”
who is Christ.
- He is the fulfillment of all the promises of God found in the Old Testament!
- He is the promised son of Abraham who brings blessing to all the nations (Gen 12:1-3)
Christ fulfills the Law:
Colossians 2:16-17: 16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and
drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of
the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.
Galatians 3:10-14: 10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written,
“Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and
do them.” 11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The
righteous shall live by faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them
shall live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse
for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ
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Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the
promised Spirit through faith.
Galatians 3:22-29: 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming
faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order
that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a
guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you
as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
- Christ is the end of the law, and fulfills everything written

Jude
Christ fulfills the Exodus:
Jude 1:5: 5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who
saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.
- Christ is the true lamb who was slain to free us from the slavery of sin

Author of Hebrews
Christ fulfills the old covenant:
Hebrews 8:1-7: Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest,
one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in
the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is
appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have
something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there
are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy and shadow of the
heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God,
saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the
mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than
the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For
if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a
second.
- Christ is the true priest who sacrificed himself and brings us into the true presence of
God
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TOOLBOX #3
We want to have the same Bible study method as the apostles.
They understood that it was Christ who has fulfilled everything that the Old Testament
foretold and foreshadowed.
Once you start to see Christ at the center, you can’t help but see him everywhere in the
Old Testament! He is the key to the entire Bible, and unlocks our understanding of every
page.
Have you ever seen The Matrix? Once Neo saw the matrix that made up his world, he
didn’t see anything the same way again. We want to find Christ in the scriptures like this.
Christ on every page.
Let’s see if you can find Christ at the center of this story:

Read Exodus 32:1-14,
and ask the questions:
Where is Jesus in this story?

How is his death and resurrection foretold in this story?
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How is his victory over our sin and death foretold?

INTERPRETING THE OLD
TESTAMENT'S TESTIMONY
So we know that Jesus taught the Old Testament is all about him, and the New Testament
writers taught the same thing.
How can wee see and interpret that the Bible is all about Jesus?
There are many different ways to see Jesus in the Bible.

Table of Contents for the
King Jesus Bible
Genesis - Deuteronomy: The Foundation for Jesus
Joshua - Esther: The Preparation for Jesus
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Job - Song of Solomon: The Longing for Jesus
Isaiah - Malachi: The Expectation of Jesus
Matthew - John: The Person and Work of Jesus
Acts: The Continued Work of Jesus
Romans - Jude: Living for the Fame of Jesus
Revelation: The Return and Reign of Jesus

SURVEYING THE JESUSCENTERED OLD TESTAMENT
The goal of this seminar is to reveal and to empower. We want to show you how you can
see Jesus all over the Bible. You will do some more exercises at your table in a second.

LET'S GET OUR HEARTS AND MINDS EXPLODED
“No one has ever seen God” (1 John 4:12 ESV).
“No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known.” (John 1:18 ESV)
Jesus makes the invisible God visible. The unapproachableness of God, his holiness, he
makes the Triune God approachable, tangible, huggable.
Commenting on this reality, John Calvin and Jonathan Edwards will blow our brains out.
"Holy men of old knew God only by beholding him in his Son as in a mirror (cf. 2
Cor. 3: 18). When I say this, I mean that God has never manifested himself to men
in any other way than through the Son, that is, his sole wisdom, light, and truth.
From this fountain Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and others drank all that
they had of heavenly teaching. From the same fountain, all the prophets have also
drawn every heavenly oracle that they have given forth." - John Calvin, The
Institutes of the Christian Religion.
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Not only was the Son the audible voice of God, but He was also the visible face of
God. He is the way Moses saw “Him who is invisible.” - David Murray, Jesus on
Every Page.
"When we read in sacred history what God did from time to time towards his
church and people, and what he said to them, and how he revealed himself to
them, we are to understand it especially of the second Person of the Trinity. When
we read of God’s appearing after the Fall, from time to time, in some visible form or
outward symbol of his presence, we are ordinarily, if not universally, to understand it
of the second Person of the Trinity." - Jonathan Edwards, The History of
Redemption.
"It was the Son who judged men from the beginning, destroying that lofty tower,
and confounding their languages, punishing the whole world with a flood of waters,
and raining fire and brimstone upon Sodom and Gomorrah . . . for he always
descended to hold converse with men, from Adam even to the patriarchs and
prophets, in visions, in dreams, in mirrors, in dark sentences, always preparing his
way from the beginning: neither was it possible, that God who conversed with men
upon earth, could be any other than that Word which was to be made flesh." Tertullian, Early Church Father.

Jesus said Abraham rejoiced to see his day (John 8). How? How did Abe even know the
Son of God? Because that's who he had been dealing with the whole time.
The pre-incarnate Jesus served the people of God, said what the Father wanted to say,
and do what the Father wanted him to do, just like he did in the Gospels.
“So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that
the Son does likewise.” (John 5:19 ESV)

Jesus is the one who led the Nation of Israel out of Egypt.
“Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved
a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not
believe.” (Jude 1:5 ESV)
He followed the Nation of Israel and provided them food and drink. Jesus provided for
them physically and spiritually.
24

“For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the
Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they
were overthrown in the wilderness.” (1 Corinthians 10:1–5 ESV)

THE DUAL NATURE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
The Old Testament is saying, "Hey, don't do that!" And it's also showing us Jesus, to
behold his glory (2 Cor. 3:18), that we may be transformed more and more into his image
(Romans 8:29), by having our minds and hearts renewed (Romans 12:1-2).
Let's take 1 Corinthians 10:1-5, that shows us how Jesus cared for them—he gets glory,
that's good news. And it's also instructive for us.
“Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as
they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat
down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by
serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.
Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:6–12 ESV)
The Old Testament is instructive and exaltational. It's directly applicable and worshipful (2
Cor. 3:18).

TOOLBOX: How Does This Show Jesus?
In Christ-Centered Preaching, Bryan Chappel gives four words to think through.

Prepare / Predict / Reflect / Result
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How does this story prepare of the person
and work of Jesus?
How does this story predict the person and
work of Jesus?
How does this story reflect the person and
work of Jesus?
How does this story result from the person
and work of Jesus?
1. Creation
Prepare:
"If the plan of redemption came before the creation, in Genesis 1–2 the Redeemer is
creating the arena of His redemption." - David Murray, Jesus on Every Page.
God is setting up the theatre in which Jesus will come, Jesus will die, Jesus will rise, and
whom Jesus will save.
Reflect:
When God said "Let there be light", this is a shadow of the light of the world, the light of
salvation. The created light of our Sun, is a faint shadow of the light of the gospel of the
glory of God.
“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2
Corinthians 4:6 ESV)
And in Jesus, we become new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Additionally, Jesus is the creator!
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“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him.” (Colossians 1:16 ESV)
Jesus created his word to manifest the Triune's God character. This world is filled with
props to display who God is, and what God is like.
"Why did our Redeemer go to such lengths to provide us with such a varied and diverse
world? Partly the reason was that He had an eye to using these things, animals, materials,
and so on to teach sinners the way of salvation. He was preparing visual aids for future
use. He created sheep so He could teach sinners about how He is the Good Shepherd.
He created birds to help His redeemed people live less anxious lives. 11 He created
camels to teach how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter heaven. He created
lilies and roses so He could compare Himself with them. He created water to explain how
He refreshes and revives the thirsty." - David Murray, Jesus on Every Page.
“Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they?” (Matthew 6:26 ESV)
We don't just have a world to live in, we have a Creator to behold. The breeze reminds us
of the Holy Spirit of Jesus (John 3). Lions remind us of Jesus, the Lion of Judah. The
juiciness of a pineapple is a sermon of Jesus himself. "Taste and see that the Lord is
good" (Ps. 34:8).

2. Adam and Eve
They are made in the image of God, and Jesus, the image of God is made man (John 1).
Adam is the first man, he fell, Jesus, the Second Adam, won over sin and saves humanity
(1 Cor. 15:22).

3. Genesis 3:15-21
God promises to send a seed, born of a woman, that will crush the serpent. The rest of
the Bible is about find, discovering, and worshipping this Messiah.

A great question to ask: "What does this show or say about the Messiah!?" That was the
expectation of the Old Testament, and that messiah is Jesus (Acts 17:3).
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At then of account of the fall in Eden, while Adam and Eve are wearing fig leaves, Moses
writes:

“And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife
garments of skins and clothed them.” (Genesis 3:21 ESV)
AT YOUR TABLES: How does that passage show
Jesus? Think through the four categories.

TOOLBOX: LOOKING FOR TYPES, SHADOWS, AND
NEON SIGNS.
The Holy Spirit shows us Jesus through the types, shadows, reflections, and neon signs. A
neon sign is a direct, highlighted prophesies, "Born in Bethlehem." "The Messiah will ride in
on a donkey."
A Type is a reflection, a shadow of Jesus. You need light to have a shadow. And Jesus is
that light.
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"A type is a real person, place, object, or event that God ordained to act as a predictive
pattern or resemblance of Jesus’ person and work, or of opposition to both.
The study of how God used pictures to teach His people is usually called typology, not a
terribly familiar word for most of us. Basically it means “picture-ology.” It’s a kind of visual
theology. God pictured the truth to preach the truth.” - David Murray, Jesus on Every Page.

Example:

The Passover.
If they Israelites believed God and put the blood of the lamb on their door posts, the
wouldn't be killed, and they would be freed.
They did this festival every year after being set free from Pharaoh, but this could never fully
free their souls.
Jesus is the perfect Passover Lamb. Sacrificed once and for all. And all who receive his
blood, in faith, are forgiven and freed, and will not taste the wrath of God.

“For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been
sacrificed.” (1 Corinthians 5:7 ESV)
The Old Testament is filled with type after type. Anywhere you land in the Old Testament,
there is a connection to Jesus.
"From every little village in England—it does not matter where it is—there is sure to be a
road to London. Though there may not be a road to certain other places, there is certain to
be a road to London. Now, from every text in the Bible there is a road to Jesus Christ." Charles Spurgeon, How to Read the Bible. [Appendix 1]
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Tim Keller and the Truer and Better Jesus [Video]
Jesus is the true and better Adam who passed the test in the garden and whose
obedience is imputed to us.
Jesus is the true and better Abel who, though innocently slain, has blood now that
cries out, not for our condemnation, but for acquittal.
Jesus is the true and better Abraham who answered the call of God to leave all the
comfortable and familiar and go out into the void not knowing wither he went to
create a new people of God.
Jesus is the true and better Isaac who was not just offered up by his father on the
mount but was truly sacrificed for us. And when God said to Abraham, “Now I
know you love me because you did not withhold your son, your only son whom you
love from me,” now we can look at God taking his son up the mountain and
sacrificing him and say, “Now we know that you love us because you did not
withhold your son, your only son, whom you love from us.”
Jesus is the true and better Jacob who wrestled and took the blow of justice we
deserved, so we, like Jacob, only receive the wounds of grace to wake us up and
discipline us.
Jesus is the true and better Joseph who, at the right hand of the king, forgives
those who betrayed and sold him and uses his new power to save them.
Jesus is the true and better Moses who stands in the gap between the people and
the Lord and who mediates a new covenant.
Jesus is the true and better Rock of Moses who, struck with the rod of God’s
justice, now gives us water in the desert.
Jesus is the true and better Job, the truly innocent sufferer, who then intercedes for
and saves his stupid friends.
Jesus is the true and better David whose victory becomes his people’s victory,
though they never lifted a stone to accomplish it themselves.
Jesus is the true and better Esther who didn’t just risk leaving an earthly palace but
lost the ultimate and heavenly one, who didn’t just risk his life, but gave his life to
save his people.
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Jesus is the true and better Jonah who was cast out into the storm so that we
could be brought in.
Jesus is the real Rock of Moses, the real Passover Lamb, innocent, perfect,
helpless, slain so the angel of death will pass over us. He’s the true temple, the true
prophet, the true priest, the true king, the true sacrifice, the true lamb, the true light,
the true bread.
The Bible’s really not about you – it’s about him.

PROVERBS
We don't have to wonder "What would Jesus do?" in a scenario.
The book of Proverbs is like the WWJD of the Old Testament. 31 chapters of Proverbs
show us the mind of Jesus and the character of Jesus.
Jesus is the proverbial perfect man. He obeyed and lived the Proverbs perfectly. He lived
them for us, he is our wisdom.
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. (1 Corinthians 1:30 ESV)
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EXERCISE: THE BRONZE SERPENT
How does this story show us and teach us about Jesus?
6 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom.
And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the LORD sent
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel
died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from
us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery
serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So
Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would
look at the bronze serpent and live.
(Numbers 21:6-9)
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TOOLBOX: CONNECT THE THEMES.
A great help in finding Jesus on every page is to think of themes, words, conditions, see
the sin, see the failure, see the victory and trace it forward to Jesus.
Any example of grace is a adversative for the great grace to come.
When David is longing for redemption from his enemies—it's all fulfilled in the cross and
resurrection and the kingdom of Christ to come.
When David sins and pleads for forgiveness, we fast forward to the sure forgiveness and
"no condemnation" that is offered in Jesus (Romans 8:1).

FINAL TOOLBOX: PRAY AND READ.
Pray. And pray.
Read and read.
Ask the Lord Jesus to open your heart and mind to interpret the things of him in his word,
to see him, to behold him, to worship him.

We search the Scriptures
because it is in him that we have
life (John 5:39).
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