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Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the
glory of God. (Romans 15.7) 



a group of Christians worked together 
to create a space for worship, 
community and mission at the corner 
of Floral and Washington. 

They invested here in order to make 
room for kingdom work in the midst 
of the city. 

We’re praying the Lord would do the 
same with us now, a century later. 

We are praying and dreaming about 
making room for what God might 
want to continue to do in us and 
through us at New City as we seek to 
celebrate Christ and serve Cincinnati. 

Come, let's make room. 

100 years ago
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On October 18, 2009 a group of about 40 people gathered 
for the very first New City worship service. The first song we 
sang was “In Your Name,” the chorus of which contains this 
line: “Oh that this city would know your love…” As I think 
back on the last 13 years, and hope and dream about the 
future, that’s still our prayer. 

The Lord has met us in powerful ways over the years. From 
Sunday nights at Cincinnati Mennonite Fellowship to the 
cafetorium at Parker School, our summer sojourn on Ward 
Street in Madisonville to the purchase and renovation of the 
Floral Ave building, God has provided for us each step of  
the way. 
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Dear Church Family,



Through it all, we’ve tried to focus on connecting people 
to God, to community, and to mission. We’ve seen people 
come to know Jesus for the first time. We’ve seen many 
get plugged in to our church family, often for the first 
time as adults. You have embraced the call to serve our 
city through teaching English, tutoring kids, serving the 
poor, throwing block parties, practicing hospitality with 
your neighbors, going on mission trips and supporting 
missionaries, and in so many other ways.

I’m continually surprised and delighted by the sheer 
number of children who come through our building on 
Sundays (often 250 or more). We had no idea this would 
be a significant part of our ministry when we started (we 
had 1-2 kids in our nursery most weeks in our first year). 
And now we’ve launched our ministry to Jr. and Sr. High 
students as well.

So what do we do now? Mostly, it’s just more of the same.   
We just want to make room for more opportunities to do 
this same kind of ministry. We want to have more 
opportunities to practice hospitality, serve our neighbors, 
welcome newcomers and care for children and students. 

As you’ll see in the following pages, we’re starting an 
initiative this fall called Making Room, to expand our 
present facility in order to create more space and 
opportunity for ministry. Our primary goal is 100% 
engagement, as we desire the whole church to be involved 
as we move forward. We trust and pray this will be a 
significant step in our desire to see our city know   
Christ’s love.

                                        
                                      Sincerely, Pastor Josh



2010
Move to Sunday morning 
worship @ John P. Parker 
School in Madisonville 
+ 
First Intro to New City   
& new members

2011
First Christmas Store 
with New Life Temple

2012
First Saturday Evening 
Worship & "Pig Out" 
and Flying Pig 
Hydration Station

A Little New City Cincy History

2009
Worship gatherings began 
@ Cincinnati Mennonite 
Fellowship's building 

2013
Organized as a particular 
church wtih a celebration 
@ the 20th Century 
Theatre in Oakley

First Christmas Eve @ 
Floral Ave. (before we 
owned the building).

2014 
Purchased 4400 in 

January, first 
worship service 

November 23, 2014 
 

+ 
 

Launched 
parntership

with CCO
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2016
On March 3 we grew 
to 2 Sunday worship 
services: 9a & 10:45a 

The lower level 
of the church 
building flooded 
while Pastor Josh 
is on sabbatical

2017
Begin ESOL 
Program
(English 
Speakers of 
Other 
Languages)

2018
Purchased both 
houses on Floral Ave. 
next to 4400 

Formed a 
Master Plan Team 

2019
Celebrated 10 years as 
a church with an 
evening of music and 
food and drink and 
storytelling at the 
20th Century  Theatre

2020
In the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
we learned how to 
livestream our 
worship services, and 
built the pavilion as 
an outdoor space for 
our use and the use of 
the community

2021
Launched our New 
City Student Ministry 
with 26 students in 
the 7th-12th grade



 Make room in your hearts for us. 
(2 Corinthians 7.2)



Over the past 12 years, we have been the 
extremely fortunate recipients of God’s 
prodigious grace at New City. He has provided 
for us over and over and over again. We are 
praying and trusting that he will provide for us 
again and abundantly as we seek to make 
room. 

Room for our over 300 kids (when the church 
started we had one. ONE. Maybe two.) 

Room for our students (we started a youth 
ministry this past fall). 

Room for our neighbors (we want our building 
to be a “third space” for folks to feel the 
welcome of Jesus, to feel that they belong). 
A place for YOU to bring people, spend time 
with people, welcome others with the  
welcome of Jesus.
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And beyond making room in our church 
building, this initiative is about making room 
in our hearts and lives for what God wants to 
do. Yes, that involves considering how we can 
practice generosity and give toward building 
but if we aren’t willing to make room for the 
guest, the neighbor, the newcomer in our 
hearts and lives, why make more room in our 
church building? 

Our primary goal is 100% engagement. We 
would like 100% of us who call New City home 
to really reckon with what it means to make 
room.

We are trusting God for our secondary goal of 
$6.8 million over the next two years: $2.8M for 
our annual budget for 2 years and $4M to make 
room with a new building. And we are trusting 
God to do his wonderful work in our hearts, 
making room, offering the welcome to others 
as Christ has welcomed us.
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1
2

PRIMARY GOAL
More than anything, Making Room is a 
discipleship initiative. As a church 
family, we want to grow in our faith, 
learning about God and about ourselves. 
Can you imagine what would happen if 
every single one of us at New City chose 
to make room? To engage, and grow in 
generosity, becoming more like Christ? 
We want everyone involved: Our goal is 
100% engagement. 

SECONDARY GOAL
Our secondary goal is $6.8 million to 
fund 2 years of our annual budget as 
well as a building addition of a new 
commons, kids rooms, youth ministry 
space, an indoor playground, large 
gathering hall, "front porch", and more. 
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The New Commons



Indoor Kids'
Playspace



Student Ministry Space





PRAY
P A S S I O N A T E L Y  &  P E R S I S T E N T L Y

Jesus told a parable about how prayer is like a child 
asking a Father and another in which he likens prayer 
to a woman nagging a judge. Throughout this Making 
Room series (and beyond), let your prayer be shaped 
and empowered by these images. Pray with the feeling 
and passion of a child asking his dad for what he 
wants. And pray with the persistence of the woman 
asking the judge to hear her case. Pray for God to 
provide, to be shown faithful, to do more than we 
could indeed ask or imagine. (Luke 11 & 18)

PARTICIPATE
F U L L Y  &  F A I T H F U L L Y

Help us reach our goal of 100% engagement. Come to 
worship each Sunday, ask God what it is you need to 
hear and learn, go to your community group and 
work out the implications of the Scriptures in 
conversation and community. Commit to being open 
to all that God asks you. Give yourself to him fully and 
faithfully! (Matthew 6.33)

NEXT STEPS
N O W  W H A T ?
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GIVE
G E N E R O U S L Y ,  C H E E R F U L L Y ,  E X P E C T A N T L Y

Ask God to show you what generous, faith stretching 
giving looks like for you and your family. Wrestle with 
and decide how much you're going to give. And when 
the time comes, give cheerfully. And give expecting 
God to use your giving for his Kingdom to be coming 
here in and through our church family. 
(2 Corinthians 9:6-8) 

CELEBRATE
J O Y F U L L Y  &  F R E E L Y
Our church exists to celebrate Christ and serve 
Cincinnati. Making Room is an opportunity to put 
this into practice: celebrating what God does through 
this initiative in our lives and in our church, as well as 
freely serving others through practicing hospitality, 
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us. 
(Psalm 95.2; Galatians 5.13-14) 
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“Now to him who is able to do 
far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, 
to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.
(Ephesians 3.20-21) 



Making Room Sermon Series 
October 23-November 20

Advance Commitment Night 
November 1

Commitment Sunday 
November 20

SAVE THE DATES
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An Initial Giver
is someone who decides to give for the first time, out of a 
response to God’s Word about giving. This is someone who 
decides to give something and trust God and the leaders of 
the Church with this gift. They experience the initial joy of 
putting Jesus’ words into action (Matthew 7:24).

THE GIVING JOURNEY
This tool is an example of how a person might move from money being 
their “god” to money being a tool for God’s Kingdom. The Journey of a 
Giver focuses on behaviors and attitudes of our hearts rather than on 
amounts or percentages. The idea is transformation into the likeness of 
Christ. Each step of the journey represents growth in a lifestyle of 
generosity and sacrifice. These are not steps you ascend to get to God, 
but simply a way to consider our growth in generosity. Scripture 
encourages us to grow in every facet of our walk with Christ, including 
the grace of giving. (2 Corinthians 8:7)

A Consistent Giver
is someone who decides to give something and to give it on 
a consistent basis to exercise the discipline of giving as a 
disciple of Jesus. Often, someone who decides to make 
their gift an online recurring gift will be someone who is 
learning the joy of consistency. Non-online givers can be 
consistent givers as well of course; it just requires more 
discipline. They experience the joy of excelling in this grace 
of giving. (2 Corinthians 8:7).
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A Priority Giver
is someone who understands the pre-eminence of Christ and that 
He is before all things – that all things were created by Him, for 
Him, through Him, and to Him. This giver places such a 
significant priority on their giving that it drives their spending and 
their saving, as opposed to their spending and saving driving their 
giving. They experience the freedom of serving “one master” and 
declaring Jesus is first. (Matthew 6:19-24 and Colossians 1:15-20).

A Surrendered Giver
is someone who recognizes that Chris surrendered His whole self 
for us, and therefore we desire to surrender our whole selves to 
Him, in love (Ephesians 5:1-2). This giver would say, “My giving is 
not just changing my spending and saving. It’s also changing me!” 
They also look at what they’re not giving away and ask, “Is it 
surrendered too?” This informs how they use everything they’ve 
been blessed and entrusted with – whether that be through direct 
monetary giving or through a God-honoring use of an existing 
resource (i.e. honoring God with the use of your home, etc.)

An Eternal Giver
 is someone who sees the eternal impact of their giving – on 
them and on others – not just the immediate programs and 
ministries it helps accomplish. This giver has been captivated by 
the knowledge that the more they are led to “do good, to be 
generous and ready to share,” the more they “take hold of that
which is truly life” (1 Timothy 6:19). This encourages them to 
keep growing! They make all decisions (big purchases, savings, 
giving, relationships, areas of service) in light off how it will 
affect their eternal impact.
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Making Room is a "one fund" 
initiative, which means there isn't 
designated funds such as a "building 
fund" and a "general fund" or anything 
like that. 

All giving over the next two years, 
December 2022-December 2024,    
goes toward Making Room.

That is, we are trusting God to provide 
for all the ways in which we are 
currently making room (our annual 
budget for 2 years) as well as the funds 
to make room in our building.

$6.8 million. One fund. Making Room.

What's a "ONE FUND"?
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We’ve included a copy of this commitment card tucked 
into this book so you can be praying about your 

commitment to Making Room over these next two 
years. There will also be plenty of copies around and 

extras in the Commons. Please take time to think and 
pray through this, and then be ready for 
Commitment Sunday, November 20th. 
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GIFTS NEEDED 2 YEAR GIFT
ANNUAL 

GIFT
MONTHLY 

GIFT
GIFT 

TOTAL

1 $500,000 $250,000 $20,833 $500,000

2 $250,000 $125,000 $10,417 $500,000

3 $150,000 $75,000 $6,250 $450,000

5 $100,000 $50,000 $4,167 $500,000

8 $75,000 $37,500 $3,125 $600,000

12 $65,000 $32,500 $2,708 $780,000

15 $50,000 $25,000 $2,083 $750,000

18 $35,000 $17,500 $1,458 $630,000

20 $25,000 $12,500 $1,042 $500,000

35 $10,000 $5,000 $417 $350,000

40 $7,500 $3,750 $313 $300,000

65 $5,000 $2,500 $208 $325,000

Many $2,500 $1,250 $104 $240,000

   TOTAL 
GIFT GOAL

$6,800,000

A s  y o u  p r a y  a n d  c o n s i d e r  y o u r  g i v i n g ,  
j o i n i n g  i n  m a k i n g  r o o m ,  u s e  t h i s  g i f t  c h a r t  a s  
a  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t o o l — l e t  i t  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
i n s p i r e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  y o u  t o w a r d s  g r e a t e r  

g e n e r o s i t y  f o r  C h r i s t ’ s  K i n g d o m .

2 YEAR GIFT CHART
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A Generous Church 
(2 Corinthians 8.1-7)

M A K I N G  R O O M   |   W E E K  1

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of 
God that has been given among the churches of 
Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 
For they gave according to their means, as I can 
testify, and beyond their means, of their own 
accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking 
part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 
and then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we 
urged Titus that as he had started, so he should 
complete among you this act of grace. But as you 
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for 
you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.
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 S E R M O N  N O T E S
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1. What are some of the excuses that the 
Macedonian church could use to avoid living 
generously? What are some of the excuses        
we use?

2. What are some things to consider when we 
are called to give sacrificially, and yet we have 
responsibilities that we must steward?

3. What is interesting about the attitude 
toward giving in verse 4? Is that true for you?

4. How does this passage help shape us              
for mission? 

C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
W E E K  O F  O C T O B E R  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2

BRING IT HOME: Ask your 
kid(s) what they learned 
about generosity from Isaiah 
44 this week! 



Make a list of the resources God has 
entrusted to you to steward. Include finances, 

businesses, real estate, relationships, skills, 
and responsibilities. Next to each resource, 

identify at least one way you can be generous 
with it.  For example, if you have a technical 

skill (ex: plumbing), what ways could you 
share that skill to benefit others?



Gospel-Centered Giving 
(2 Corinthians 8.8-12)

M A K I N G  R O O M   |   W E E K  2

I say this not as a command, but to prove by the 
earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich. And in this matter I 
give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year 
ago started not only to do this work but also to 
desire to do it. So now finish doing it as well, so 
that your readiness in desiring it may be
matched by your completing it out of what you 
have. For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable 
according to what a person has, not according to 
what he does not have.
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 S E R M O N  N O T E S
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C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
W E E K  O F  O C T O B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 2 2

1. Discuss together how specifically Christ 
became poor (see Philippians 2:5-11).  

2. If Christ became poor for you, how    
are you rich? Be as specific and practical 
as possible.

3. Often, we get the desire to be generous, 
but end up not finishing the work? What 
tends to get in your way?

BRING IT HOME:Consider 
together how Jesus serving 
in the upper room is  
motivation for generosity 
and service. 



“Go to the country roads. 
Whoever you find, drag them in. 

I want my house full!” 
(Luke 14:23, The Message) 



Meeting Needs 
(2 Corinthians 8.13-24)

M A K I N G  R O O M   |   W E E K  3

For I do not mean that others should be eased and you 
burdened, but that as a matter of fairness your abundance at 
the present time should supply their need, so that their 
abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 
As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left 
over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”

But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the 
same earnest care I have for you. For he not only accepted 
our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you 
of his own accord. With him we are sending the brother who 
is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the 
gospel. And not only that, but he has been appointed by the 
churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of grace 
that is being ministered by us, for the glory of the Lord 
himself and to show our good will. We take this course so 
that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is 
being administered by us, for we aim at what is honorable not 
only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of man. And with 
them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested 
and found earnest in many matters, but who is now more 
earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. As 
for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. 
And as for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, 
the glory of Christ. So give proof before the churches of your 
love and of our boasting about you to these men.
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 S E R M O N  N O T E S
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1. Has there ever been a time you have been in 
need and someone eased your burden? 
Conversely, has there been a time someone else 
has been in need and you were able to ease 
their burden? 

2. What do we learn about Titus? Why does 
Paul send him? Is there anything we can aspire 
to from his example?

3. According to verse 24 how does our 
stewardship reflect our priorities and our loves? 
Taking an audit of your life, what does your 
stewardship show you that love and prioritize? 

C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
W E E K  O F  N O V E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 2 2

BRING IT HOME:What can 
you do this week to show 
someone kindness and 
“refresh” their soul?





Freedom & Joy 
(2 Corinthians 9.1-11)

M A K I N G  R O O M   |   W E E K  4

Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry 
for the saints, for I know your readiness, of which I boast about 
you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been 
ready since last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of 
them. But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about 
you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be 
ready, as I said you would be. Otherwise, if some Macedonians 
come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be 
humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. So 
I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to 
you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so 
that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.
     The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound 
in every good work. As it is written,
     “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
         his righteousness endures forever.”
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every 
way to be generous in every way, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God.
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 S E R M O N  N O T E S
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C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
W E E K  O F  N O V E M B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2

1. What does it look like to be a 
cheerful giver when sacrifice is costly?

2. Are you "sowing sparingly" or 
"sowing generously" in your life? 

3.How does God's grace abound to us 
through our generous giving? 

BRING IT HOME:Share at least one 
way Jesus has been "Living Water" 
to you, bringing life and joy,      
in your life. 





You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry 
of this service is not only supplying the needs of 
the saints but is also overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this 
service, they will glorify God because of your 
submission that comes from your confession of 
the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all others, while 
they long for you and pray for you, because of 
the surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks 
be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Giving as Thanksgiving 
(2 Corinthians 9.11-15)

M A K I N G  R O O M   |   W E E K  5
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 S E R M O N  N O T E S
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C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
W E E K  O F  N O V E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2

1. How have you seen God’s grace abound as He 
has supplied your needs?

2. How should our hearts be constrained to 
give because of God’s grace?

3. For what did the recipients thank and praise 
God most, the material gift, or the work of God 
through the Gospel to make the Corinthians 
generous? How have you seen God at work in 
and through our church? 

BRING IT HOME:Gush on God's 
Goodness! Set a timer for 4 
minutes & name as many things 
as you can that you are 
thankful for!



FAQs

During this two-year period, December 2022-December 
2024, every dollar given to New City is a contribution to 
our Making Room initiative. Through the “One Fund” 
approach we are taking, all ministry initiatives and all 
money supporting those initiatives will be included in 
Making Room - including our annual budget for 2 years, 
all our giving to ministry partners, all our ministries, plus 
the building project.  

HOW DOES MY MAKING ROOM 
COMMITMENT AFFECT MY REGULAR 
GIVING TO NEW CITY?

First and foremost, we want you to ENGAGE. Then 
respond to His leading. We want 100% of those who call 
New City home to participate by making a commitment 
to this initiative. That means regardless of your age or life 
stage or socio-economic state or whatever, we want 
everyone to respond generously in a way that shows that 
they have engaged with God and are pitching in to make 
room. See the Giving Journey on page 26 for more on this. 
Mark your calendar for Commitment Sunday November 
20th and be ready to make your commitment. 

WHAT ARE YOU ASKING ME TO DO?

51



FAQs (cont.)

We are asking that everyone make a two-year/24 month 
commitment. The fulfillment period for your 
commitment will begin in December 2022 and it will 
culminate in December 2024. Now...although the 
commitment to "Making Room" is 2 years, we hope that 
this initiative is a catalyst that lasts our whole lives long 
and starts us off on a life of investing our resources in 
God's kingdom. 

HOW LONG IS MY COMMITMENT?

If you are currently making payments toward debt, we 
commend you for making progress toward financial 
freedom! If you are stuck and need help, we would be 
honored to help you on your financial journey by 
connecting you with our Deacons who can recommend 
budgeting tools and resources and walk with you, if that 
is helpful. You can email Pastor Ryan 
ryan.zhang@newcitycincy.org for more information 
about connecting with the Deacons. Being in debt does 
not, however, excuse us from giving generously. 
Generosity back to God is not about what God wants 
from you, but what He wants for you.

WHAT IF I'M IN DEBT RIGHT NOW? 
SHOULD I STILL GIVE?
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FAQs (cont.)

Making Room was crafted specifically with you in mind. Making 
Room is a “one fund” generosity initiative, meaning that it is 
different from a traditional capital campaign where you are 
called to give an extra gift above and beyond your normal giving 
- thus creating TWO STEPS for people who aren’t yet giving. If 
you have never given before, this is your chance to begin and to 
join in Making Room. If you're new, we would really love for 
you to make New City your home and join us in Making Room. 
If you are ready for it, this is a perfect time for you to put a stake 
in the ground and make this your church. We need you on the 
team! Making Room is for EVERYONE. Everyone matters, 
everyone's giving matters. 

WHAT IF I'M NEW AROUND HERE OR IF I'VE 
NEVER GIVEN TO NEW CITY BEFORE?
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We have several options for giving. One is to drop your gift via 
check or cash in the offering baskets as they are passed each 
week during our offering time. But it's the 21st century and so 
the best and easiest way to give is to enroll in online, scheduled 
giving at https://newcitycincy.churchcenter.com/giving 

HOW CAN I GIVE?

Visit www.newcitycincy.org/makingroom Feel free to contact 
us with any questions. Start by emailing Amy Samad and she'll 
get you in touch with the right one to answer your question! 
amy.samad@newcitycincy.org 

WHAT IF I HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?
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You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of faith 
is now your home country. You’re no longer strangers or 
outsiders. You belong here, with as much right to the 
name Christian as anyone. God is building a home. He’s 
using us all—irrespective of how we got here—in what he 
is building. He used the apostles and prophets for the 
foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick by 
brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone 
that holds all the parts together. We see it taking shape 
day after day—a holy temple built by God, all of us built 
into it, a temple in which God is quite at home. 
                                       (Ephesians 2.19-22, The Message)



www.newcitycincy.org/makingroom


