
Nominations for Elder 

Dan Cislo – 3 Year Term 

“Dan Cislo and his wife Lisa came to Malibu Pacific Church 
in 1993 right before the Old Topanga Fire took out much of 
east Malibu.  Quite an initiation to the wonderful love of 
the MPC.  With two young children (5 years old and 18 
months old), and one more on the way in two months, the 
Cislo’s were quite the basket case.   They will never forget 
MPC’s care and nurturing through those most difficult 
times.   Dan has been an Elder in the past and Lisa was 
previously MPC’s Director of Missions before being called 
away to do more Missions work.   Dan and Lisa have four 
grown children who live between Socal and Denver. 

Dan and Lisa live in the Winding Way East area of Malibu 
and Dan continues to manage the intellectual property law 

firm of Cislo & Thomas LLP in WLA and Westlake Village.  Dan felt called to serve as 
Elder during these trying circumstances for a church he deeply loves and the great 
opportunity that God has given us to share the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  You can 
find his life verse at Cislo.com: “Whoever pursues righteousness and love finds life, 
prosperity and honor.”  Proverbs 21:21.” 

Maud-Ann Sunderland – 3 Year Term 

Maud-Ann has been a member of MPC for over 10 years and 
has served as Deacon a few times.  She has enjoyed being part 
of a group and serving Christ through their ministry.  She is 
currently part of the Finance Committee and looks forward to 
serving as an Elder. 

Maud-Ann has been married to her husband Paul for 42 years.

They have two grown children, Natasha and Leif who are  living in Eugene, Oregon and 
mid-town Los Angeles, respectively.



 
 

Brian Newman – 3 Year Term 
 

Brian is married to Dina and together they are raising four 
kids (Caleb, Alex, Ella, and Will).  
 
He teaches political science at Pepperdine. Brian, Dina, and 
the kids enjoy the beach, hiking, reading, watching movies, 
snowball fights, and hanging out with Pepperdine students.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Heather VanRheenen – 3 Year Term 
 
Heather VanRheenen grew up in Malibu, which instilled a 
life-long love of hiking and time at the beach. She and her 
wonderful husband Derek spend free time going on 
adventurous travels around the world, including mission 
trips, and take great pleasure in spending time with family 
and friends. Heather has been a marketing & 
communications/change management professional for 
over 15 years, working in a wide variety of industries. 
 
With a heart for children in need, she volunteers with a 
number of organizations dedicated to improving the lives 
of under-served youth. She especially has an ongoing 
interest in promoting literacy, and spent many years 
tutoring at-risk readers. She is currently on the board of 

Urban Promise LA. 
 
Heather and her husband have been MPC members for almost 10 years, the last six as 
deacons. She looks forward to continuing to connect with the amazing congregation of 
MPC and the larger community, and to sharing the love of Christ, for which she is so 
grateful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Marilyn Mandel – 1 Year Term 

 

I am so Blessed to be a member of God’s congregation at 

Malibu Pacific Church that nothing else except that we all 

share Gods love can be more rewarding or interesting.  

 

My background is varied. I graduated from Stanford 

University. A beautiful school to learn what is important to 

enter into adulthood. I soon learned that my real love was 

music. For many years I entertained and performed on TV 

and in various clubs with my harp and singing. It was a 

marvelous learning experience. Music is universal.  It is 

one of the miracles that reaches everyone on all different levels of life. We are so Blessed 

to have music with us.  Religion became paramount later in my life. I was a real estate 

agent for about 36 years after I got married and my son was born. That taught me so 

much about people. Their feelings their desires and hopes for the present and their 

futures. Their reasons for wanting the security of a home for their families. Their joys, 

hopes and often sacrifice and heartaches. What a lesson about living. I love what I now 

know about the love of God for us and the sacrifices and gifts that he gives us everyday. 

He loves us unconditionally and lives within us… I am SO GRATEFUL for knowledge 

from Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Re-upping Elders 

Andre Melikian 

 

 

  



Nominations for Deacon 

 

Laurie Brennan – 3 Year Term 

I am the proud mom to three sons, one daughter 
and doting grandma of four under the age of 6! 
 
I have been a Certified Financial Planner for 
over 30 years and have been committed to helping 
women in their life’s transitions such as divorce, 
widowhood, or retirement.  
 
When not working you can find me cooking for 
family and friends, hiking in the beautiful 
mountains, or going to the beach with my two 
dogs  I am also active in my Women's book club and 
Wednesday evening bible study here at MPC.  I've 

been attending MPC for the last few years and became a member last October.  I moved 
to Malibu over 5 years ago and before that I lived in Thousand Oaks and attended 
Calvary Community Church.  
 

 

Carrie Dencer – 3 Year Term 

Hi, my name is Carrie Dencer - soon to be Carrie 
Galpin. Jeff and I were supposed to get married in 
April. I have 7 Children and 9 grandchildren and 
Jeff has 4 children and 4 grandchildren…quite the 
full house.  I have been attending Malibu Pacific 
Church for almost 8 years. I have been involved 
with many aspects of the life of the church. I have 
been involved with Women's Ministry by attending 
several Women's Bible studies.  When we had a 
Compassion International ministries Sunday, I 
decided to sponsor Jose from Nicaragua and then I 
was so excited to actually go to Nicaragua with a 
team from MPC and meet Little Jose in person. A 

year after that, I heard about Shevet Achim, a ministry that our church has supported 
for some time. It is an organization in Jaffa, Israel that helps to find children who need 
life-saving heart surgery from all over the Middle East and arranges to bring them to 
Israel for the surgeries. I stayed there for 6 weeks and it was one of the best ministries I 
have been involved with. I have done many things in my life, a national college 
swimmer, homeschool mom, involved with all my kids being honored in track and field 
sports, ballet, basketball, and many other activities. I have felt at home here at MPC and 
I look forward to serving with all that is new and old here. I feel that our accepting and 
welcoming beliefs along with our diversity of mission goals forms a spiritual base that 
echoes the heart of the One we all serve. 
 



Marilyn Eisz – 1 Year Term 

My husband, John, and I have enjoyed being active 

members of MPC for over 20 years.  Born and raised 

in Michigan and graduates of University of Michigan, 

John and I moved to California early in our 

marriage, raising our now two grown children, 

Meredith and John B, in our current home in 

Calabasas.  

I recently retired from a very active nursing career, 

initially as an ER/Critical Care Nurse and Clinical 

Nurse Specialist at Santa Monica Hospital, before 

joining the Masters in Nursing Faculty at UCLA.  I 

later moved into Nursing Administration as a 

Director/Regional Director of Education for several 

major hospitals in the Greater San Fernando 

Valley/LA Area.  As a past president and board member of several health care educator 

and nursing honor societies, I value my continuing membership/networking with other 

nurse leaders, particularly during this worldwide pandemic. 

Currently, I am enjoying more time for cooking, flower arranging/gardening, walking 

our black lab daily, reading, Bible studies via ZOOM, and FaceTiming with our kids and 

four grandchildren (all under age 5), who are living in the San Francisco Bay and Lake 

Tahoe areas. 

Over the years at MPC, I have enjoyed singing in our Christmas Choirs and at women’s 

retreats, supporting church outreach/mission activities, and serving on church 

nominating/pastor search and other committees. As a previous Deacon and Elder at 

MPC, I am honored to again serve as a Deacon during this important transitional time 

in our church history. 

 

Phil Frykman – 3 Year Term 

I have been a Christian all of my life, over the last 15 

years I have developed a closer relationship with Christ. 

My wonderful wife of 27 years, Channing, and our 

children became members of MPC in 2016 shortly after 

we moved to Malibu.  MPC is our church home and we 

have come to hold dear the amazing community of 

believers and fellowship, and wholeheartedly embrace 

the MPC’s mission to “connect the unconnected to 

Christ and together grow in full devotion to Him.”  I 

have a heart for mission outreach and have served on 

the Missions Committee at MPC for nearly 5 years.  As a 

pediatric surgeon, I have also led many surgical 

missions to China to care for children who were 

abandoned because of their congenital anomalies, enabling them to be adopted into 

forever homes.  I believe the Lord has called me to new mission in Malibu, which is to 

serve and support members, and non-members as a Deacon at MPC. 



 

 

Raja Gonzalez – 3 Year Term 

I've made MPC and University Ministries my home 

for the past five years throughout my time at both 

Pepperdine and UCLA. Ultimately, it was my church 

family here that made me comfortable with the 

decision to stick around in LA post grad. Now, I work 

as a paralegal at a law firm in Downtown LA. I am 

passionate about social justice, and combating human 

trafficking in particular. I also love anything 

outdoorsy and athletic. Always down for a run, surf 

sesh, or road trip!  

 

 

Jill Hainkel – 1 Year Term 

Jill feels so blessed to be married to her sweet 

husband, Michael for 33 years.  Through flood & 

fire, they have been members of MPC for over 9 

years.  Previously, Jill served as a Deacon for one 

year & has participated in Seasoned Saints, the 

Christmas Tea, Thanksgiving food drive, Bible 

studies & small groups.  For many years she has 

experienced the blessing of caring for their 

extended family and was formerly a PR Director 

for banks & faith-based retirement communities.  Jill enjoys playing with dogs, tea-time, 

Pilates, reading with the Malibu Book Club, collecting sea glass on “clean up” beach 

walks & cheering for Okla. State & Univ. of Houston with Mike. “We love our church 

family & I look forward to serving & growing together.” 

 

Kristi Hamilton – 1 Year Term 

I grew up in the Midwest where my mother and seven 

siblings usually reside.  Eric and I moved our family from 

Colorado to the Pepperdine campus in 2008.  Ethan, 

Zachary, Kaylyn, and Miriam are all on the west coast for 

now.  

 

I work as a Clinical Social Worker in Hospice and a small 

private practice and love to be a part of what God is doing 

in and through the church.  I enjoy organizing, 

decorating, walking, travel, family time, taking pictures, 

scrapbooking, music, and worship.  



 

 

Dana Harger – 2 Year Term 

Dana Harger is a mom of two grown children. Andrew, her 
oldest, is an engineer and Scott, her youngest is finishing 
his first year of college. Dana and her husband Steve moved 
to Malibu in 2003, and she has been a member of MPC 
since that time. Now that her children are grown, Dana tries 
to travel as much as possible. When not traveling, Dana 
loves to spend time with family and friends. 

 

 

 

Suzanne Jensen – 3 Year Term 

I was born in Knoxville, Tennessee and accepted Jesus as my 
savior at age 11 at West Hills Baptist Church there in 
Knoxville. I became a member of Malibu Presbyterian Church 
several years ago and was surrounded by many dedicated and 
loving families.  I have thrived under the care of Pam, in 
relationship with the women’s group, drawing close to Jesus 
through their example and guidance.  I chose this church 
because I found a wonderful support for teaching my sons 
about Jesus, starting with Becky caring for them while I 
attended community Bible study. I have been welcomed, 
loved, and cared for by many people in this church and would 
love the privilege of being able to get back. 

 

Carolyn Martinez-Sheets – 3 Year Term 

My name is Carolyn Sheets Martinez. I've been attending 

the church since I was a toddler. I studied Horticulture at 

UC Davis. I am married to Chevo Martinez and we have a 

landscape contracting/tree trimming business together 

here in Malibu. We have 2 teenage daughters, Anna (16) 

and Adriana (14). We love gardening (of course!) and 

spend lots of time planting and taking care of our large 

vegetable garden. My husband loves to cook with all the 

produce he grows. We enjoy annual trips to Chevo's rural 

hometown in Mexico to visit the family and their farm. I'm 

looking forward to serving with the Deacons again. 

 



 

 

Elaine Stowell – 3 Year Term 

I joined MPC with my husband David in 1985 and, over the 

years, have enjoyed teaching Sunday School and Kids for 

Christ and, also serving on Session and on the Building and 

Grounds Committee.  I am honored to be asked to serve on 

the Deacon Board and look forward to working alongside 

these precious servants of Christ. 

Dave and I are long-term residents of our home in Tarzana 

where we raised our four daughters. I am a Landscape 

Architect and enjoy cooking, gardening, reading, and 

traveling.  

 

 

 

 

Re-upping Deacons  

• Wailani O’Herlihy 

 

At Large Nominating 

Committee Members: 

• Steve Blinn  

• Pam Douglas 

• Deborah Griffin 

• Derek VanRheenen 




