
 

God is Faithful, 
Our Call is to Love 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 
for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness. 
Lamentations 3:22-23 

  

 Dear MPC Family,  

It has only been 2 weeks since COVID-19 has impacted us here locally, and we do not know how long we will 
remain in this "safer at home" ordinance, nor do we know what we will face in days ahead. In all of this God 
remains faithful and his mercies are new every day.  
 
Malibu Pacific Church is continuing to respond through prayer, informed decision-making, and creative ways to 
stay connected and focused on Jesus Christ. We continue to be a church, united in purpose and passion for the 
Lord, while our campus continues to be closed for all in-person services and programs.  
 
Our weekly Friday email and our website (malibupacific.church) will inform you of ways to connect to your 
church family.  
 
During this time our call to action remains the simple, but imperative, great commandment: Love God 
and love neighbor. Here are four ways we are called to respond in love during this time:  
 
1. Called to Love God Above All Idols 
 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind. Luke 10:27 
 
So much has been stripped away: work places, schools, financial security, sports, shopping centers, malls, hair 
and nail salons, restaurants, coffee shops, gyms, in-person friendships. So, this is a time for us to come face to 
face with the idols in our life and see what power they have over us. An idol is anything more important to 
you than God. Personally, in these two weeks, I have become more aware of idols that have taken bits of my 
heart, soul, strength, and mind away from loving the Lord. It's painful to let God tear down these idols (they 
make us feel so good! so important!), but the healing, wholeness and ultimate good that will come from this time 
of repentance will have a lasting impact in our lives and on the furthering of the Kingdom of God.  

• Here is a list of 20 questions to help you identify idols in your life. 
• Worshipping the Lord remains our greatest call: We will continue to gather virtually every Sunday at 

10:15am and join us midweek for Worship Wednesdays  

 
2. Called to Care for our Families 
 
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Ephesians 4:2 
 
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! Psalm 133:1 
 



10:15am and join us midweek for Worship Wednesdays  

 
2. Called to Care for our Families 
 
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Ephesians 4:2 
 
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! Psalm 133:1 
 
For many, who are at home and isolating, the call to action might be simply to love and serve those in our 
homes. I have heard many people expressing delight and joy that they have surprisingly found in simplifying and 
slowing down. People are making time for what is most important: quality time with our loved ones, good 
conversations with family members, games, music, and cooking and sharing meals together. 
 
While we must be in prayer for those who are vulnerable, alone, and on the front lines during this time, we can 
also receive this time as an unexpected gift, a time to focus on relationships with our closest kin. This is not 
always an easy call, but maybe it is what we need most.  
 
3. Called to Love Our Neighbor 
 
Love your neighbor as yourself. Matthew 22:39 
 
Our hope is that we will all grow in self-sacrificial love during this time, as we look to Jesus as our example. Here 
are some practical ways we want to love our neighbors during this time: 

• Staying Home is Loving Your Neighbor - We are flattening the curve by social distancing. We urge 
people to continue to see this as an act of love and justice. Stay strong and patient in this call to 
love.  

• Write a Letter to Your Neighbor - Here is a template of a letter to give to your neighbors and an 
example from the Dunn Family.  

• Help Your Neighbor - This is the time to reach out to your direct neighbors through a call, text, email, 
or a chat across the yard. Everyone needs love and encouragement right now. Some neighbors may 
have specific needs you can meet. Some ideas: 

o Gather Names and Contact Info  
o Wellness Checks  
o Group Texts to Create Community  
o Conversations  
o Run Errands  
o Notes and Letters  

• MPC Emergency Vision Fund - MPC is making funds available to help those in need. Know that 
your continued financial participation at MPC goes towards supporting our church staff, ministries, 
and operations, supporting our mission parters, and toward helping people and organizations with 
specific needs during this crisis. This is how we will love our neighbors together!  

• Pray For & Keep Up With Our Mission Partners 
o Los Angeles Christian Health Centers 
o Urban Promise LA 



 

o James Storehouse - Amazon Registry 
o Claris Health 
o Baja Christian Ministries  
o Compassion International 
o Free Burma Rangers 
o Urban Promise USA and International  
o Other Mission & Outreach at MPC 

 
4. Called to Prayerfully Stay Informed  
 
I urge, then, first of all that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings 
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quite lives in all godliness and holiness. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 
 
We want to listen to, pray for, and respect the health authorities during this time. Here are the recommended 
Public Health Resources: 
 
 
 
Let's stay prayerfully informed: check health updates and pray for these officials and the updates they offer. We 
want to be people who "speak the truth in love" (Ephesians 4:15), who "put off falsehood and speak truthfully to 
your neighbor" (Ephesians 4:25). As we speak the truth, not ignoring it or embellishing it, we can ultimately turn 
people to the Truth, who we know is Jesus Christ himself.  
 
In all of this, remember God's great love toward you in Jesus Christ! God's compassion and mercy for you are 
new each day. And in this confusing time, our call remains simple, but imperative: Love God and love neighbor. 

  
	


