
Week 1: Monday     Scripture: Hosea 11     Theme: God Is | Love 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
The story of Hosea and his wife Gomer illustrates the Lord’s great love and pursuit of His unfaithful people. We would 
encourage you to familiarize yourself with the story of Hosea and Gomer by reading through this book before this 
Bible time. Essentially, God told Hosea to take Gomer for his wife—Gomer was a woman who was unfaithful and 
often ran away from him. The Lord told Hosea to continually be pursuing his wife—at one point he had to purchase 
her to get her back. Hosea needed to rescue her in chapter 3 because she was unable to do it on her own. In the 
same way, the Lord pursues His followers—even when they run and are unfaithful. He has paid the price of sin to 
gain back His people. He has loved endlessly—like a husband who continues to love an unfaithful wife.  
 
Chapter 11 of this book speaks to the love of the Lord. God removed Israel from the hands of the Egyptians. The Lord 
provided healing—even when Israel failed to see. The leading of the Lord is gentle and kind, filled with love—not 
harsh in correction and anger. God humbled himself, fed His people, and took their burdens. The faithfulness of God 
is overwhelming, steadfast, and consistent. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. What does it mean to have steadfast love? How do we see this love portrayed in Hosea?  

2. Gomer, Hosea’s wife, was an unfaithful woman who was often running away. How are you running away 

from the pursuit of God’s love? 

3. Gomer left Hosea to seek out attention and affection from other places. What are you seeking after instead 

of the Lord?  

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
The judgment of God is to provide restoration, not destruction. Because of God we can experience love—He is the 
genesis. We, as sinful people, spend our time straying from God and seeking out things of this world. No matter how 
deep in sin we are His love remains steadfast. Gomer continually left Hosea just as Israel continued to stray and just 
as we often wander. The Lord remains steady—His love remains the same. He seeks us out. He bought us with the 
price of His son. We are really His—He made us and then purchased our eternity again with great sacrifice. We are 
fully and completely in the continual love of God.  
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Before teaching the lesson for the day have campers draw what something that they would never want to lose—
their most important thing they can think of. After the Bible time, have them draw a cross over whatever it was that 
they would not want to give up to represent following Christ and giving up things of this world.  
 



Week 1: Tuesday     Scripture: Exodus 32     Theme: God Is | Jealous 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
At this point in Exodus the Israelites are not yet in the Promised Land. They have been delivered out of the hands of 
the Egyptians and are now in the dessert waiting to get to the Promised Land. God had already given Moses the 10 
Commandments which he then shared with the Israelites. Moses returned to the mountain by himself to receive 
further instruction from the Lord about building the Tabernacle. Moses was up on the mountain for 40 days and 40 
nights without returning back at all. During this time, the Israelites grew restless and melted down their prized 
possessions to make a golden calf.  
 
God, seeing this, became angry and told Moses to go back down the mountain and talk to His people about their 
new object of worship. God had already commanded the Israelites to have nothing else ahead of God—to have no 
idols or other things to worship. When Moses went down the mountain he embodied the jealousy of God and broke 
the tablets that had been written on over the past 40 days. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. What are you idolizing in your life that is taking the place of God? 

a. Anything can be put before our relationship with the Lord—sports, academics, music, success, our 

toys, our friendships 

 

2. What is the difference between human jealousy and divine jealousy?  

a. Human jealousy is rooted in insecurity—we often see this in relationships and friendships with one 

another. Divine jealousy is rooted in love—the Lord wanted the best for His people. He wanted their 

hearts to stay protected and not wander. 
 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
God was angry and jealous—not jealous in the way that we understand the word. God’s jealousy is a product of His 
love—not His insecurity. God was jealous for His people. He wanted their hearts and devotion because of His perfect, 
endless, selfless love for them. We can see ourselves mirrored in the Israelites. We are quick to forget the work and 
commandments of the Lord. We are quick to forget all that He has done, His grace, His affection. We replace our 
devotion to Him with devotion to other things, relationships, and activities. He craves our devotion. He wants our 
hearts to be protected. He wants our attention to be upward, not outward. He wants our hearts.  
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Put playdoh on the around the shelter during the Bible time. Don’t tell campers why it’s there or what do with it. If 
they start playing with it while you speak, that’s okay. If they made different things with it, ask why they played with 
it—and tie into the fact that the Israelites were waiting for Moses to return and decided to act without instruction.  
If no one played with the playdoh, after you’re finished with the content have campers make what they thought the 
calf looked like. Then have them smash and destroy the calves just like Moses did.  
 



Week 1: Wednesday     Scripture: Exodus 3     Theme: God Is | Holy 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
This passage of Scripture recounts Moses’ encounter with God through a burning bush. As Moses noticed the burning 
bush he went to take a closer look. God spoke to Moses in that moment and told him not to come any closer while 
also removing his shoes. A separation was necessary between Moses and God because of the great difference 
between God and man. God is holy; man is not. Moses had to remove his shoes to be in the presence of God as a 
sign of reverence. In this encounter with the Lord, Moses is told to go and deliver the Israelites out of the hands of 
the Egyptians. The Lord chose an unconventional way of delivering a message to Moses that captured his attention—
a message that would help to deliver a captured people. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. What would your reaction be if you saw something on fire that wasn’t really burning? 
 

2. Are we aware enough of things around us to notice the signs that God is giving us? How do we become less 
consumed with our selfish needs and more attuned to the world around us? 
 

3. Moses had to remove his shoes to enter the presence of God. He had to hide his face from the glory and 
holiness of God. What do you alter when approaching the Lord? 

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
As the youths, would say—it’s lit. The burning bush was a tool used by God to capture the attention of Moses before 
speaking to him. Moses was told by the Lord to remove his shoes. He was standing on holy ground—because the 
presence of the Lord was there. God’s holiness cannot be fully understood by us as people. To be holy is to be always 
perfect, pure, and worthy of complete devotion. God is holy. He deserves our complete devotion. We are unworthy 
of being in relationship with Him, but He is gracious towards us. Our posture should be one of humility and 
understanding that we are not fit to be in the presence of God.  
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Have the campers take their shoes off before the activity begins. Then have butcher paper laid out in the middle of 
the shelter and paint off to the side. Have campers paint a mural of the fire that they imagine the burning bush to 
be like and hang up the mural in the shelter for the rest of the day to remind campers of the holiness of the Lord. 
  
 



Week 1: Thursday  Scripture: Exodus 16   Theme: God Is | Sovereign 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
This part of Exodus picks up with the Israelites having just left Egypt. They began grumbling about a lack of food and 
water and wondered if wandering in the wilderness was worse than being held captive in Egypt. The Lord heard their 
grumblings and provided for them by raining down bread from heaven called Manna. Every day, except the Sabbath 
on which they would collect a double portion, the Israelites would collect enough bread to feed them for that day—
living in the faith that the Lord would provide for the next day. Every night, similar to the Manna, quail would appear 
for them.  
 
For 40 years, as the Israelites wandered, they collected Manna in the morning and meat at night to sustain them 
before entering the Promised Land. Verses 6 and 7 of this chapter point out how the Lord delivered these people 
from the hands of the Egyptians, and His glory is revealed. God showed His providence for His people and His 
sovereignty in all circumstances. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. What ways can you think of the Lord has provided for your needs—maybe differently than you anticipated? 
2. What does it mean when we call God sovereign? 

a. By saying that God is sovereign we acknowledge that He is in divine control of everything and He has 
supreme authority in every circumstance. With the Israelites, God was in control of what they ate by 
providing for their needs. He heard their murmurings and showed His authority.  

3. Why did God provide Manna and quail for the Israelites even when they were complaining against Him? 
 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
Every morning the Israelites would have to yeet this wheat—get this bread—obtain the grain. The Lord showed His 
power by delivering them from the Egyptians. He continued to reveal His providence and control by providing all 
that was necessary to survive daily—without fail (but with quail). He was in complete control of the Israelites journey 
just as He is in control now and continues to provide what is needed. The Lord also showed His authority by allowing 
the over-collected food to spoil in response to the disobedience of the Israelites. He was faithful to His people, even 
when they grumbled against Him.  
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Before the Bible time begins spread out Rice Krispy cereal around the shelter. Tell campers to split up into “families” 
of about 3-4 campers. And then have them go out and collect enough “manna” for the day. Let them know that two 
pieces per camper should be sufficient. Teach a lesson on trust that what the Lord provides will be enough to sustain 
us—even if it appears that more is available.   



 

Week 1: Friday     Scripture: Luke 8:49-56      Theme: God Is | Kind 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
Throughout multiple points of chapter 8 Jesus is performing miracles and healing those in need. Towards the end 

of the chapter, there is a crowd of people who are wanting to be close to Jesus and listen to what He has to share. 

One woman touches Him and is healed. Following that encounter, a man named Jairus is notified that his daughter 

is dead. He is made to feel as a trouble to Jesus by others in the crowd. However, Jesus goes to his home and heals 

his daughter so that she is well again.  

 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. How have you experienced the kindness of Christ in your life? 

a. Even though solutions may not come in the ways we expect or at the time we desire, God is faithful 

and kind to see our hurts and heals us in His way and His time 

 

2. What fears are you holding onto that you don’t think Jesus can heal? 

 

3. In what ways is your belief in Jesus bringing you back to life? 

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
In a time of distress for Jairus, Jesus was able to speak to him and let him know that his needs were seen. Jairus was 
told “do not trouble the Teacher anymore.” However, Jesus never made Jairus feel as if he was a burden. He looked 
at Jairus and told him to not be afraid anymore—to believe instead. Oftentimes, we are so caught up in our own 
hurts and fears that we don’t believe in the power of God like we should. Jesus kindly reminded Jairus to believe—
that his needs were seen and would be met. Not only did He see the need, Jesus responded in His timing to provide 
healing to this family. Even when we are selfish and looking inward instead of upward, God is kind in the way He 
cares for us.  
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
To talk about the way that God sees our needs and heals us, have campers draw a heart on construction paper. 
Within the heart, have them write things that they want God to heal—or fears that they have. Then pass out band-
aids or stickers and have camper cover up those words with the band-aid/sticker to show that God sees our hearts 
and heals.  
 


