
Week 6: Monday     Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
Israel and Judah are dispersed among the nations after falling into captivity by several other nations and on 
multiple occasions. Judah and Israel are separated from each other by way of their own arrogance and idolatry. 
There seems to be no hope for the Hebrew people. Ezekiel is met by God and God calls him to be his messenger to 
the people of Israel. He wants him to bring a message of hope to the captives. The people feel like their bones are 
dry and they are cut off from each other and from their God. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. The bones lay open in a valley indicating that God still has His eye on them for they are under heaven and 

not under earth as is normal. In this there is hope.  

2. How is it that these bones came to life? 

3. What dry bones in your life are you preaching to bring new life? 

4. Worried about not having the words to speak? God gave the words to Ezekiel 

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
God is the God of restoration. He is the God of hope even when things seem like they are too far gone. When your 
bones are dried up and the ligaments are gone He will restore. He will  “put [his] Spirit in you and you will live” 
(Ezekiel 37:14). But the word must be spoken like Ezekiel speaks. 
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Have campers make skeleton crafts with pasta or Q-tips.  
 



Week 6: Tuesday     Scripture: 1 Samuel 28:1-20 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
A ghost story in the Bible? That’s exactly what this is. Saul is the disgraced king of Israel, and he is struggling with 
the fact that he has been left by God and of the consequences of his previous actions. He is so desperate that he 
breaks his own law and seeks the counsel of a seer or witch. He not only seeks her counsel, he asks her to divine 
the spirit of Samuel—the great prophet of Israel that God used to anoint him and David as king. Boom. Samuel 
appears before the witch and has a conversation with Saul. Saul, instead of being consoled, is condemned again by 
Samuel. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. Why did Saul go consult a witch? Something that he had himself outlawed in the land of Israel. 

2. Have you ever felt abandoned by God?  

3. Even when God seems distant continue to seek him because once you stop seeking him you stop pursuing 

truth and life. 

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
Seek God and his council with an expectant heart. 
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
 

Read through the scripture and have counselors act it as a live action story. Then proceed with questions and 
explanation as usual.  
 



Week 6: Wednesday     Scripture: Numbers 22:21-35 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
Balaam is a prophet that obeys God… sometimes. He has advised the invading kings of how to lead the Israelites 
astray so that God will let them fall because of their sin. In this particular tale of Balaam though, he is going to 
advise King Balak and God isn’t happy with Balaam. Because God isn’t happy with him, God decides to send an 
angel to stop him from further ruining the people He has chosen as His very own. Balaam cannot see the angel, 
however, his donkey can and does. The donkey stops. Balaam is furious with the donkey because he has places to 
go, people to see, and money to collect! The donkey, after being beaten and threatened, talks to Balaam asking 
why he is doing what he is doing. Then Balaam’s eyes are opened and he sees the angel standing in the road with a 
sword in his hand. It is in that moment that Balaam realizes his sin and listens to the message the angel has for him 
from God. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. Why do you think that Balaam got mad at his donkey? Why was it foolish of him to do so? 

2. How do you react when people don’t do what you think they should? 

3. Have you ever been confronted and realized your own sin? 

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
Assume that a person has something of value to tell you.  When we are offended or hard times fall upon us, especially 
when it is out of the usual, we should temper our instinctual reaction with introspection. We should look at ourselves 
to see where we might be wrong or have sinned. Balaam doesn’t realize, even though his donkey has been faithful 
to him the entire time he owned it, that what she is doing is helping him from further harm and death even at the 
hands of the angel.   
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Have campers make donkey puppets out of brown paper bags. Give them time to decorate their puppets and glue 
ears onto them. Then, have them hold their puppets up and recite verse 35 together. 
 
 



Week 6: Thursday  Scripture: Acts 20:7-12 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
Eutychus (pronounced U-Ti-Cus) is a youth excited to hear Paul speak in the town of Troas upon his return from his 
missionary journey to Europe. Paul was going to be leaving the next day and so he stayed up late and talked with 
the people from Troas for as long as he could. Eutychus was sitting in a window and started falling asleep because 
it was after midnight. Eutychus fell asleep eventually and fell from the third story window to his death. When Paul 
came down to see Eutychus he hugged him and Eutychus comes alive! Paul goes back to speaking and does so till 
morning when it is time for him to leave. 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. God’s power to bring dead things to life is incredible. This story is not just a happening but a display of God 

bringing people to himself. Eutychus  fell away from the presence of God literally, and God used his people 

to bring him back to life both literally and metaphorically. Bringing him back into the life that is the 

community of believers.  

2. Has God ever used you to give witness to who he is bringing the power of life to someone who is dead 

spiritually? 

3. Has anyone been that for you?  

4. The witnessing you do has power to heal and bring life or to destroy and bring death 

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
God brings life where there is death, and He is the only one that can do so. But He uses His people to enact His will. 
This is true in actual death and metaphorical death. When sin enters death comes with it. God is the one who saves 
us from the sin and death abiding in us, and only He can do this. He even does this after our physical death. He brings 
us into the life that is His kingdom and presence. 
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Act out a live action story with the campers. You can have counselors act out the story as you read it. Or, a counselor 
could fall asleep during the Bible time and have a present day reenactment of falling asleep during the teaching.  
 



 

Week 6: Friday     Scripture: Matthew 17:24-27 

 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND OF TEXT 
Jesus performs a miracle with meaning that is kind of confusing at first. So, Peter is talking with the guys who 
collect the temple tax, and they seem to be shocked because they are under the impression that Jesus doesn’t pay 
that particular tax. Peter reassures them that Jesus does in fact pay that tax. Then Jesus, being all knowing, tells 
Peter when he sees him to go fishing and that He would find a coin in the fish’s mouth. That coin would be enough 
to pay Peter’s and Jesus’ taxes. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1. Does God owe us anything? 

2. Why do you think Jesus Paid the tax even though He is God and doesn’t owe? 

3. Why did Jesus have Peter go fish for the money instead of having an angel bring a whole bag of it? 

 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
In this miracle Jesus teaches three things. First, be humble where humility is required. Christian prudence teaches us 
to, in some cases where we won’t decline our duty to the truth and the gospel, to rescind our rights rather than give 
offense by insisting on our rights. Second, God is going to provide for us, frequently in unexpected situations, and 
has provided for us in advance of our situation. Third, in His miraculous provision and His ultimate plan, God is going 
to use you in your own way. Jesus, in order to provide for Himself and Peter, tells Peter to go fish. This was Peter’s 
profession before Jesus called him to follow and Jesus tells him to use that profession to do God’s work. God is going 
to do the same for you. He has given you talents and gifts to do something for God’s kingdom, and it could be 
something as simple and humble as fishing. 
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY 
Use sidewalk chalk to draw a fish on the shelter floor. Then have campers write down their talents inside the fish. 
Talk through how the talents can be used for the glory of God, and God will utilize talents to help provide for His 
people.  
 


