
 

Facemask Protocol Update 

It is our intention to keep you informed as we obtain new guidance and desire to clarify information throughout this 

process.  Information changes regularly and we want to answer common questions.  Honestly, we are just working hard 

to open.  The most common question and concern we have received so far is regarding the use of facemasks this 

summer. 

 

First, I want you to be aware that we are licensed through IDPH and they are not letting up on any of the expectations 

for us.  I have reached out to IDPH, Will County Health Department and our Mayor’s office.  All have told us that we have 

to live by the CDC and DPH Guidelines which states that people must wear masks as well as social distancing.  It is our 

hope that they loosen this expectation on us and we will not have to enforce it, but at this time they have not done 

so.   We will continue to work at asking questions but we often receive the answer of “read the standards on the IDPH 

web page”.    

 

In one particular location, they address the use of facemasks and it is stated as follows:  

 

Q: Should I wear a facemask or cloth face covering? 

 

A: Yes.  The Governor’s latest executive order requires anyone over the age of 2 who can medically tolerate 

a face covering to cover their mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when in a public place and unable to 

maintain a safe distance (6 feet) from others. Essential businesses and manufacturers are required to provide 

face-coverings to all employees who are unable to maintain 6 feet of social distancing. 

 

You could spread COVID-19 to others even if you do not feel sick. Everyone should wear a cloth face cover 

when they must go out in public, for example to the grocery store or to pick up other necessities. Cloth face 

coverings should not be placed on children under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, or is unconscious, 

incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance. The cloth face cover is meant to 

protect other people in case you are infected. Do NOT use a facemask meant for a health care worker. 

Continue to keep about 6 feet between yourself and others. The cloth face cover is not a substitute for social 

distancing. 

 

Our interpretation of this guidance is that facemasks need to be worn more often than not for those who are capable 

of handling a facemask and especially when social distancing cannot be maintained.  Campers will get breaks from 

wearing their masks throughout the day (for example: lunch, on their swim day, games and activities in which they can 

keep social distancing, etc).   

 

We felt that we wanted to communicate something to our parents so that they felt informed of what we are planning 

to do.   So many of the decisions that we make are not up to us.  Please know that if we do not move to Phase 4, we will 

not be able to open Explorer Day Camp at all.   Our hope is that the CDC and IDPH give better guidance for Camps and 

kids programs moving forward.  Thank you for your patience as we adjust.  

 

 

As of May 18, 2020 

Sincerely,  

Laura Vroom | Executive Director 

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/faq

