
The Seder Plate 
The Seder plates hold the main symbols that help us tell the story of Passover. 

Matzah – There are three whole Matzah placed one on top of the other, covered by 
a cloth.  This represents the unleavened bread the Jews ate during as they fled 
Egypt, as they had no time to wait for the yeast to rise for leavened bread. 

Maror and Chazeret – These are the bitter herbs symbolizing the bitter life the Jews 
led while in captivity.  They are eaten twice during the Seder.  The horseradish 
symbolizes Maror, and the celery symbolizes the Chazeret. 

Charoset – This is symbolic of the bricks and mortar the Jewish slaves used in the 
making of Egyptian buildings.  This is a mixture of grated apples, walnuts, raisins, 
and grape juice. 

Zeroa – This roasted bone serves as a symbol of God’s mighty arm that convinced 
the Egyptians to free the slaves.  It also represents the Paschal lamb that was used 
as a special sacrifice in the days of the ancient temple in Jerusalem. 

Beitzah – A roasted egg represents the second sacrifice that was offered on the eve 
of Passover at the Temple.  The egg is quite popular as it serves as a symbol of 
mourning, and is used as a reminder of our sadness caused by the destruction of 
the Holy Temple.  The round shape also reminds us of the circle of life. 

Karpas - The parsley on the plate represents the arrival of spring.  It will be dipped in 
salt water and eaten.   

Salt Water – This represents the sweat and tears of our ancestors in bondage.   

The Cups - Four small cups of grape juice are set before each plate.  They serve as 
reminders of the four references to Redemption mentioned in Exodus:  

 I will bring you out of Egypt. 
I will deliver you from bondage. 

I will redeem you with an outstretched arm. 
I will take you to Me for a people. 

These will be partaken at special times throughout the service. 
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